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INTRODUCTION: A continuing and effective education of healthcare
professionals is the key factor to improve outcomes of the critically ill patient.
Portuguese legislation recommends that all medical doctor (MD) and nurses
(RN) who work at Emergency Room (ER) must be certified at Advanced Life
Support (ALS), and at least 50% must have Advanced Trauma Course (ATC),
Ventilation, Hemodynamic, Critical Ill Transport (CIT) and Communication and
Conflict Management (CCM) courses. When there is paediatric activity, MD
should have Paediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) and RN at least
Paediatric Immediate Life Support (PILS).

AIM: To characterize the training status of ER MD and RN in Portugal in terms
of critically ill patient and compare it with Portuguese legislation
recommendation.

METHOD: We conducted an online questionnaire to Portuguese MD and RN
from January to April of 2019 to determine their training status for the last 5
years.

RESULTS:

CONCLUSION: The population of this survey is way under the real number that work in Portuguese ER. Still we
found that HCP at ER don’t met the level of training recommended at Portuguese legislation. We recommend that
all Portuguese hospital develop their own critical care training program with low-dose high-frequency training and
make it mandatory for all HCP at ER.
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