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1. Introduction

The optical interaction with nanostructures is studied by the field of plasmonics. Recently, the
potential of subwavelength confinement and the enhancement of optical fields close to the
appropriately designed nanoscale objects have opened a gateway to extensive investigations of
plasmonic optical phenomena.

Consequently, the outstanding field of plasmonics has spread over different disciplines, pro-
viding the wide avenues for the promising applications in material science, biology, and
engineering. Furthermore, the field of metamaterials has been enriched and enhanced by the
plasmonic optics, for example, metasurfaces. The former concept is based on the collective
electromagnetic behavior of many subwavelength inclusions and building blocks as “meta-
atoms.” Doing so, novel tunable composite materials, i.e., near-zero material parameters, and
extreme-value material parameters, characterized by unconventional bulk and surface proper-
ties, have been proposed and applied.

Surface waves open a gateway to a wide spectrum of physical phenomena providing a fertile
ground for a number of applications [1-3]. The discovery of metamaterials with tunable
electric and magnetic features [4] has allowed for a rich phenomenon, i.e., expansion of the
wide spectrum of structures capable of supporting surface waves. Surface plasmon polaritons
(SPPs) are electromagnetic excitations occurring at the interface between a conductor and
dielectric. These are evanescently confined in the perpendicular direction [5-8]. It is possible
to imitate the properties of confined SPPs by geometrical-induced SPPs, named as spoof SPPs.
The proposed phenomenon may take place at lower frequencies. It might be concluded that
surface structure may open a gateway to spoof surface plasmons. The former serves as a
perfect prototype for structured surfaces [9].

Thus, metasurfaces, a class of planar metamaterials possessing the outstanding functionality,
i.e., capabilities to mold light flow, have recently attracted intensive attention. The main goal of
the metasurfaces is to achieve the anticipated phase profile by designing subwavelength
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structures at the interface between two ordinary materials. Abilities to fully engineer the
properties of the propagating waves are gained thanks to the rationally designed phase. It
should be mentioned that anomalous reflection and refraction have been verified in the infra-
red range.

Metasurface-based optical devices, such as vortex plates, wave plates, and ultra-thin focusing
lenses have also been proposed for various types of incident light, i.e., linearly polarized light
or vertex beams. Now is the time that the fundamental research in the field is giving rise to the
first promising applications for industry.

For centuries, the control of optical properties has been limited to altering material compositions,
relying on light propagation through naturally occurring materials to impart phase shifts and
tailor the desired wavefronts. The introduction of metamaterials allows control over optical
wavefronts to deviate from the usual propagation methods and rely instead on its carefully
engineered internal structure. This was first theorized 20 years ago by Pendry et al. [10], and
since then, the development in the field of artificially designed materials has only accelerated.
Metamaterials offer an extensive range of novel electromagnetic phenomena, which do not occur
in natural materials, but whose existence is not restricted by physical laws. These artificially
created “materials” are made up of a series of composite unit elements, which although are a few
orders of magnitude larger than the molecular unit cells of regular materials. This allows the
metamaterials to provide descriptions of its interactions with electromagnetic waves in terms of
its effective “material” parameters. Metamaterials can, therefore, still be viewed as a homoge-
nous material at their desired operational wavelengths, typically within the optical regime. With
careful structuring of the elements within the metamaterial, unusual material properties such as
a negative refractive index can be achieved. The refractive index 1) of a material is governed by its
macroscopic electromagnetic permittivity e and permeability 1, where 1) = +Vept.

The development of such negative index material could lead to novel applications especially
within the optical regime, such as creating the perfect lens, which images beyond the diffrac-
tion limit, or an optical cloaking device. The initial realization of a negative refractive index
metamaterial uses a pattern of metallic wires and split-ring resonators to form its unit cells,
which have been experimentally demonstrated in the microwave regime and later at optical
wavelengths as the elemental array is reduced into the nanoscale. Bulk metamaterials, how-
ever, are usually susceptible to high losses and strong dispersive effects due to the resonant
responses of metallic structures used. Additionally, the complex structures required in a 3D
metamaterial is challenging to build using the existing micro- and nanofabrication methods.
Thus, recent studies have been focusing on the development of 2D metamaterials, or
metasurfaces. These planar materials allow for the combined advantages of the ability to
engineer electromagnetic responses with low losses associated with thin layer structures. The
introduction of surfaces with subwavelength thicknesses results in minimal propagation
phase; this shifts the focus from developing materials with negative permittivity and perme-
ability to engineering surface structures to adjust surface reflection and transmissions. This is
made possible by exploiting abrupt phase jumps and polarization changes from scattering
effects, which can be realized and subsequently fine-tuned through designing spatially vary-
ing phase responses over the metasurface, through using either metallic or dielectric surface
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structures. In solid state physics, materials can be classified according to their electronic band
structure. While metals have overlapping conduction and valence bands, which allows the free
movement of electrons through the material, dielectric insulators have a large band gap
between the two. Both types of materials are still able to interact with incident electromagnetic
fields, although through different physical methods and result in light scattering effects. Thus,
both materials have, therefore, been employed in the realization of the vast potential of
metasurfaces.

Author details

Tatjana Gric
Address all correspondence to: tatjana.gric@vgtu.lt

Department of Electronic Systems, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University, Vilnius, Lithuania

References

[1] Yan H, Li X, Chandra B, Tulevski G, Wu Y, Freitag M, Zhu W, Avouris P, Xia F. Tunable
infrared plasmonic devices using graphene/insulator stacks. Nature Nanotechnology.
2012;7:330

[2] Viti L, Coquillat D, Politano A, Kokh KA, Aliev ZS, Babanly MB, Tereshchenko OE, Knap
W, Chulkov EV, Vitiello MS. Plasma-wave terahertz detection mediated by topological
insulators surface states. Nano Letters. 2016;16:80

[3] Politano A, Chiarello G. Unravelling suitable graphene-metal contacts for graphene-based
plasmonic devices. Nanoscale. 2013;5:8215

[4] Radkovskaya A, Tatartschuk E, Sydoruk O, Shamonina E, Stevens CJ, Edwards D],
Solymar L. Surface waves at an interface of two metamaterial structures with interelement
coupling. Physical Review B. 2010;82:045430

[5] Echtermeyer TJ, Milana S, Sassi U, Eiden A, Wu M, Lidorikis E, Ferrari AC. Surface plas-
mon polariton graphene photodetectors. Nano Letters. 2015;16:8

[6] Politano A, Chiarello G. The influence of electron confinement, quantum size effects, and
film morphology on the dispersion and the damping of plasmonic modes in Ag and au
thin films. Progress in Surface Science. 2015;90:144

[7] NechaevIA, Aguileral, Renzi VD, Bona A d, Lodi Rizzini A, Mio AM, Nicotra G, Politano A,
Scalese S, Aliev ZS, Babanly MB, Friedrich C, Bliigel S, Chulkov EV. Quasiparticle spectrum
and plasmonic excitations in the topological insulator Sb2Te3. Physical Review B. 2015;91:
245123

5



6  Plasmonics

[8] Politano A. Interplay of structural and temperature effects on plasmonic excitations at
noble-metal interfaces. Philosophical Magazine. 2012;92:768

[9] Pendry JB, Martin-Moreno L, Garcia-Vidal FJ. Mimicking surface plasmons with struc-
tured surfaces. Science. 2004;305:847

[10] Pendry JB, Holden AJ, Robbins DJ, Stewart W]. Magnetism from conductors and enhanced
nonlinear phenomena. IEEE Transactions on Microwave Theory and Techniques. 1999;
47(11):2075-2084



	Chapter 1
Introductory Chapter: Plasmonics

