28

Human Security and Global Warming:
Challenges Before Christianity
and Islam in Nigeria

Dokun Oyeshola
Obafemi Awolowo University
Nigeria

1. Introduction

A discourse on the concept of global warming in this paper needs to be contextually placed
within the ecological systems of the planet earth and human security. The planet earth is
made up of ecological systems that manifest in the variety of biodiversity with its added
values of goods and services they provide which are usually referred to as “gifts of nature’.
For instance, four major areas of these values may be identified. The first is the provision of
services by which the harvestable products of foods, medicines, fresh water, wood and
fibres, fuel wood and other non-wood products, including the genetic resources for
improving these products, flow from ecosystems to support humans. In addition,
biodiversity boosts ecosystem productivity where each species no matter how small, all
have an important role to play. The second is in its regulating services for local and global
climate, including carbon sequestration, regulation of water quality, diseases, pollution and
flood. For example, a large number of plant species means a greater variety of crops, greater
species diversity ensures natural sustainability for all life forms; and healthy ecosystems can
better withstand and recover from a variety of disasters. Provision of cultural services is the
third. This includes the aesthetic, spiritual, educational, scientific and recreational values.
The last is in its supporting services it provides through its role in making the above three
functions to happen. For instance, it mediates nutrient cycling, soil formation, pollination
and primary production.

The ecosystem services are intrinsically linked to the constituents of human well-being of
security, availability and access to the basic needs of livelihood of food, shelter and other
materials. Other areas are those of health, recreation, eco-tourism, spiritual well-being and
culture. Maintenance of biodiversity unites human generations of the past, present and
future. It is therefore mandatory that natural resources which are an intrinsic part of
biodiversity be protected. The major classes of these natural resources consist of agricultural
land, forest land and its multiple products and services, natural land areas preserved for
aesthetic, recreational and scientific purposes, fresh and salt water fisheries, mineral
resources that include the mineral fuels and non-fuels, the renewable non-mineral energy
sources of solar, tidal, wind and geothermal systems, water resources, the waste-
assimilative capacities of all parts of the environment. Some natural resource stock is
renewable by natural or artificial processes while others are non-renewable. Those that are
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renewable often depend on appropriate non-destructive methods of management as with
farmlands, fisheries and waste disposal since some changes in natural resource systems are
irreversible. In the assessment of natural resource stocks, it is important that interactions
with other systems and potentially irreversible changes be taken into account.

Primarily, as a result of human activities the ecological make-up and harmonious
relationships among the environmental constituent beings have been degraded and altered
leading to global warming and human insecurity. Global warming leading to climate
change lends to extreme climate events which implies an immense social cost (Oyeshola,
1995; 1998; Adinna, 2001). For instance, Hurricane Gilbert in 1988 caused damage estimated
at over US$870 million in Jamaica (Foley, 1991: 47). Similarly, the memory is still fresh of
recent hurricanes, landslides, tsunami, floods, earthquakes and fires. It is this dynamic,
overwhelming, destructive capacity associated with climate change that makes it a different
global, socio-economic, developmental and security problem. Unlike other problems like
nuclear warfare, refuges and poverty which may be localized and whose solutions may be
delayed, global warming is a problem that involves every nation and the solution to it
cannot be delayed. Any delay in addressing the problem promptly and radically too may
mean that the entire humanity may perish sooner than later! This is a deadly serious
implication and Nigeria with its great population and abundant resources is a part of the
planet earth which is being threatened by global warming.

Nigeria with a population of over 140 million is home to approximately 250 different ethnic
groups, each with its language. The three largest, the Hausa-Fulani, the Yoruba and Igbo,
together are less than two-thirds of all Nigerians. The country is almost evenly divided
between Christianity predominantly in the South and Islam in the North. There are
traditionalists in the land. The North is among the poorest predominantly Muslim regions in
the world. In terms of income, most Nigerians are very poor, with oil wealth concentrated in
the hands of a few elite. Militancy in the Niger Delta must be reckoned with if there will be
peace in the land. Religious crisis is equally seriously at home in the country.

In addition to this landscape, water and electricity supply are notoriously erratic, if not non-
existent in many places. Many of the country's roads and highways are in deplorable
condition, many public buildings and facilities are decrepit and the inability of the
Administration to tackle key infrastructural challenges continued to make the cost of
production in Nigeria one of the highest in the world and by so doing putting operators in
the sector at a disadvantage compared to their counterparts in other countries. In the face of
this some corporations moved their headquarters away from Nigeria.

Corruption and glaring ineptitude of both the leadership and ranks and file of the Nigerian
Police Force have seen crime rate spiralling to unprecedented levels. Armed robberies,
political assassinations, kidnapping and brazen thudgery are of common occurrence.
Specifically, the problem of poverty which is the bane of development in Nigeria, has not
been adequately addressed in spite of National Policy on Poverty Eradication (2000)
Programme.

In the context of environmental degradation, soil erosion is a serious problem in Nigeria.
About three years ago, it led to gullies that threatened communities. For instance, deep
gullies in Kebbi threatened communities in Jeda, Zuru, Shanga, Yahuri, Argungu, Arewa,
Aleiro, Bagudo and Birnin Kebbi. In Awka over time, more than 1,000 persons and over
4,000 families have lost their ancestral lands to the menace of gully erosion in the three
towns of Nanka, Ekwulobia and Nnewi. Flooding, another environmental problem occurs
throughout the country in three main forms. The first is the urban flooding which mainly
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affects human livelihood and it occurs in towns located on flat or low lying terrain usually
with poor drainage systems. Such towns include Lagos, Maiduguri, Aba, Warri, Benin and
Ibadan. Deforestation has become a major environmental problem in Nigeria. This is due to
hardwood logging and tremendous population growth being experienced in the country.
Construction of developmental projects, their implementation and related activities leading
to industries, airports, recreational places, park, mechanized farming, housing estates and so
on also contribute to deforestation because they take space.

The problem of industrial pollution is enormous; it is a serious problem in Nigeria. For
instance, Nigeria has about 5,000 registered industrial facilities and 10,000 small scale
industries operating illegally within residential premises. Disposal of domestic and
industrial wastes is a problem in Nigeria. Disposing of industrial waste is leading, in some
cases, to nightmare menacing the physical environment. Some of the industrial wastes are
often dumped on the ground, thrown into the stream/lakes or disposed of in a deep hole in
the ground. The ultimate sufferer of these methods of disposal is the physical environment.
It takes a healthy planet, to sustain healthy people. All the problems enumerated above
constitute the problem of human security in Nigeria which the two dominant religions of
Christianity and Islam must address.

In the face of the crises enumerated above, both late Yar ‘Adua and Goodluck Jonathan
Administrations expect something radical from both Christianity and Islam. They expected
from the two statistically dominant religions that they make their contributions in helping to
investigate problems related to the organization of community life (ethnicity, family life, youth
restlessness and joblessness, corruption, justice, violence, development, traditional values, etc)
which is at the heart of human security and to seek out solutions and perhaps most
importantly of all, to initiate the process of reorganizing already fractured relations among
human groups in the country. At various times, the government has called on religious leaders
to team-up for the progress and peace of the nation not only by asking for prayers but also by
inviting them to conscientise their constituencies in order to promote indigenous values of
love, community relationship and profound spirituality. Vices of intolerance, hatred, cutthroat
competition, disharmony, pride, arrogance, theft, covetousness and cheating arguably
introduced to the land by default through western civilisation (Omolewa in the Nation, August
8, 2007: 41) must be confronted. By its tenets, Christianity is expected to take an active part in
reducing inequality, poverty and injustice (Is. 11: 1-9; Acts 2: 40-47, Mt.5: 1-8; 2 Cor.4: 16-18)
and in exploring steps toward a more satisfactory organization of societal life. Islam up-holds
similar orientation. Poverty is real in Nigeria and it is one of the major concerns of the
government as expressed in its Poverty Alleviation Programme and religions are to lend their
helping hands. Furthermore, Christianity and Islam in Nigeria are expected to make clear
what exactly is at stake as the world confronts itself in need of transformation if global
warming and climate change for instance, will not put an end to the existence of humanity and
the earth planet as a living planet (Simonis, 2007: 8 ff).

In Nigeria religion pervades all aspects of life of human persons to the point that the
dividing line between sanity and madness in the behaviour and activities among some
practitioners of religions is often blurred. In other words, in the experience of Nigeria
religion has created religious crisis and promoted socio-economic development at the same
time. Since the influence of religion is so powerful in Nigeria, it can then be taken that it is a
commanding force that can bring about a desirable effect if properly utilised.

In the light of the above contextual background, the aim of this chapter therefore is to
challenge the two dominant religions in Nigeria in the face of human insecurity which has
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become the national project especially from the point of view of the 7 point agenda of the
ruling government. This will take place in the context of global warming. This is necessary
because the devastating consequences of global warming will negate all efforts at securing
and promoting human security, and this will be discussed not only as a religionist and
practitioner and a Nigerian but also as an academic. The former categories may often be
sentimental and apologetic as has been demonstrated in the context of Nigeria commissions
set up at various times to find solutions to Nigerian religious crisis. A truly academic wants
to be as objective as possible within the limit his value system imposes. In this way, radical
but beneficial conclusions will be achieved.

The first part of this chapter takes up the two major concepts of human security and global
warming. The second part begins with a discourse on some underling Christian and Islam
theological principles in order to situate some of the assumptions. The second section of the
second part takes up the explication of some internal sources of religious conflict like
dogmatism in the interpretation of the sacred scriptures, passive acceptance of faith, gospel
of prosperity and so on because the orientations they lead to influence adherents” actions
and pronouncements while the third part discusses challenges before Christianity and Islam
in relation to human security and global warming in Nigeria.

2. Human security and global warming: An understanding

2.1 Human security
After the end of World War 11, proponents of the classical tradition of international
relations saw security narrowly as national security (‘the protection or preservation of the
state’s territorial integrity and external sovereignty’). For them security denotes the
absence of a military threat which generally means the protection of a state from external
military attack (Makinda, 1996: 152). Willy Brandt understood security more broadly as he
stated that:
An important task of constructive international policy will have to consist in providing
a new, more comprehensive understanding of ‘security’” which would be less restricted
to the purely military aspects. In the global context true security cannot be achieved by
a mounting up of weapons-defence in the narrow sense - but only by providing basic
conditions for peaceful relations between nations, and solving not only the military but
also the non-military problems which threaten them (Brandt, 1980: 214).
Similarly, the Palme Commission and its subsequent reports of 1982 and 1989 argued that
the abolition or large reduction in weapons of mass destruction and conventional
disarmament are prerequisites to providing momentum for progress on economic and social
development and environmental conservation (The Palme Commission, 1989).
Furthermore, Gro Harlem Brundtland in Our Common Future, was more explicit about the
inadequacy of security defined primarily in military terms. She demonstrated the tension
between security understood primarily in military terms and environmental security. She
equally criticized global militarism and the vested interests that profited from it and called
on nations to ‘turn away from the destructive logic of an ‘arms culture” (World Commission
on Environment and Development, 1987: 297-304).
All the above definitions and descriptions are security of nations and their relationships
centred. And so if one thinks of security only in terms of nation-states only, one risks
confining analysis of security to a threat to the survival of the state of which war and
conquest are the most extreme but not the sole threats. Therefore the concept of security can
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be expanded to include natural forces that threaten security. Some of these are earthquakes,
hurricanes, volcanoes, floods, mud slides or forest fires. Human agencies that can threaten
security include criminals, lunatics, organised crime, civil war, revolution, local and regional
wars and conflict of authority.
From the perspective of feminists, security must be defined in multidimensional terms
which include freedom from both physical and structure violence. This perspective is
further reflected in the National Organisation for Women which in its 1990 resolution on
Women in Combeat affirmed that:
80-90 per cent of casualties due to conflict since the Second World War have been
civilians, the majority of them women and children. The strategy of rape in the war in
Bosnia has alerted the world to an atrocity that has always existed in war time,
although it is usually unreported. Women and children constitute 80 per cent of the
global refugee population, a phenomenon usually attributed to military conflict:
women are also the most frequent victims of domestic violence in all societies, a crime
which is always under-reported, but one which ranges across regions, cultures and
classes (United Nations, 1991). Violence against women is higher in militarized societies
and in military families. Evidence such as this suggests that women are particularly
vulnerable to militarism and war (Booth and Smith, 1995: 191).
Extending the definition of security to economic and environmental dimensions also
highlights vulnerabilities of women as a 1981 Report on the UN Committee on the States of
Women claimed:
While women represent half the global population and one-third of the paid labour
force and are responsible for two-thirds of all working hours, they receive only a tenth
of world income and own less than 1 per cent of world property (United Nations,
1991:81-114 citing Jaggar, 1983: 138).
And within the structural adjustment policies in the south, women have been impacted
heavily upon. They have to:
Assume additional care-giving tasks when states are forced to cut back on social
spending. Women are also particularly vulnerable to environmental degradation: in
areas of Africa and Asia they are walking up to 10 kilometres a day to search for
shrinking supplies of fuel-wood and water. Women’s reproductive systems are
particularly susceptible to the hazards of toxic wastes and industrial pollution and
accidents (Oyeshola, 1995: 211; Booth and Smith, 1995:192).
In the postcolony era of many African countries particularly Nigeria, the term security,
carries with it, in addition to what has been stated above a nuance which is worth noting.
This can be described as security not only as control over territories and subjugated peoples,
but also as a particular mode of masculinity. In patriarchal societies, masculine conceptions
of security require control over women. In military states this translates into command over
women which involves the formal or informal appointment of a ‘commander of women’
who is recognized by the military hierarchy, and who is arrogated the right to articulate and
address the concerns of women.
It is from the above background that the Earth Summit of Rio in 1992 was coming. At the
Earth Summit, one of the fundamental emerging principles in its declarations was that of
principle 1 which stipulated that human person is at the heart of socio-political activities
and that it is no longer economic growth per se as was the situation before. This new
orientation has necessitated a paradigm shift in respect of the concept of security. Flowing
from this the United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) 1994 Human Development
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Report argued that security should be expanded to include threats in seven areas namely,
economic, food, health, environment, personal, community and political. This it refers to as
human security.

Economic security requires an assured basic income for individuals, usually from
productive and remunerative work or, as a last resort, from a publicly financed safety net. In
this sense, only about a quarter of the world’s people are presently economically secure.
Food security which is closely related to economic security requires that all people at all
times have both physical and economic access to basic food. According to the United
Nations, the overall availability of food is not a problem, rather the problem often is the
poor distribution of food and a lack of purchasing power. In the past, food security
problems have been dealt with at both national and global levels. However, their impacts
are limited. According to UN, the key is to tackle the problems that are related to access to
assets, work and assured income.

Health Security aims to guarantee a minimum protection from diseases and unhealthy
lifestyles. In developing countries, the major causes of death traditionally were infectious
and parasitic diseases, whereas in industrialized countries, the major killers were diseases of
the circulatory system. Today, lifestyle-related chronic diseases are leading killers
worldwide, with 80 percent of deaths from chronic diseases occurring in low- and middle-
income countries. According to the United Nations, in both developing and industrial
countries, threats to health security are usually greater for poor people in rural areas,
particularly children. This is due to malnutrition and insufficient access to health services,
clean water and other basic necessities.

Environmental security aims to protect people from the short- and long-term ravages of
nature, man-made threats in nature, and deterioration of the natural environment. In
developing countries, lack of access to clean water resources is one of the greatest
environmental threats. In industrial countries, one of the major threats is air pollution.
Global warming, caused by the emission of greenhouse gases, is another environmental
security issue.

Personal security aims to protect people from physical violence, whether from the state or
external states, from violent individuals and sub-state actors, from domestic abuse, or from
predatory adults. For many people, the greatest source of anxiety is crime, particularly
violent crime. Community security aims to protect people from the loss of traditional
relationships and values and from sectarian and ethnic violence. Traditional communities,
particularly minority ethnic groups are often threatened. About half of the world’s states
have experienced some inter-ethnic strife. The United Nations declared 1993 the Year of
Indigenous People to highlight the continuing vulnerability of the 300 million aboriginal
people in 70 countries as they face a widening spiral of violence.

Political security is concerned with whether people live in a society that honours their basic
human rights. According to a survey conducted by Amnesty International, political
repression, systematic torture, ill treatment or disappearance was still practised in 110
countries. Human rights violations are most frequent during periods of political unrest.
Along with repressing individuals and groups, governments may try to exercise control
over ideas and information.

Since all these facets surround the human person therefore human security must necessarily
embrace them and much more. For instance and in addition human security must embrace
religion, human rights and all aspects of human well-being. It is within the context of the
above that the two dominant religions in Nigeria are challenged to protect and promote
human security and find solution to global warming which is a serious threat to humanity.
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2.2 Global warming

Global warming may be referred to as the gradual increase of the temperature of the planet
thus leading to its climate change. This accentuates the rise in sea level which culminates in
flooding and melt of ice caps from polar and mountain glaciers. The impacts of rising sea
level include loss of coastal ecosystems, flooding of cities, displacement of coastal
inhabitants, and increased vulnerability to storm surges. Bangladesh, one of the poorest
nations in the world is projected to lose 17.5 percent of its land if sea level rises about 40
inches (I metre). Tens of thousands of people are likely to be displaced, and the country’s
agricultural system will be adversely affected. Coastal flooding will threaten animals,
plants, and fresh water supplies. The current danger posed by storm surges when cyclones
hit Bangladesh is likely to increase .The Majuro Atoll in the Pacific Marshall Islands is
projected to lose 80% of its land with a 20-inch (0.5m) rise in sea level. Many of the islands
will simply disappear under the rising seas. A similar fate awaits other islands throughout
the South Pacific and Indian Oceans, including many in the Maldives and French Polynesia.
Coral reefs, which protect many of these islands, will be submerged, subjecting the local
peoples to heightened storm surges and disrupted coastal ecosystems. Tourism and local
agriculture will be severely challenged (Wiki Encyclopedia, 2010).

With sea level changes (Rodda, 1991: 13) due to global warming many of the world’s richest
and most heavily populated agricultural zones in low-lying lands will be flooded. Many
beaches will be eroded and fresh water reserves can be in danger of pollution with salt
water. The low-lying lands and heavily populated agricultural zones like the deltas of great
rivers like the Ganges (Bangladesh), Nile (Egypt), the Mekong (Indo-China), the Indus
(Pakistan), Limpopo river basin (Mozambique) (Houghton, 1994:93-96) and the Niger delta
(Nigeria) are vulnerable. Other low-lying areas include Guyana, Papua New Guinea, India
and Indonesia. Much of the Netherlands is 5 metres below sea level while Lagos is only 3
metres above sea level and many of the world’s largest cities including Calcutta, Shanghai,
Bangkok, Jarkata, Tokyo, London, new York, Miami and Venice (Foley, 1991:41).

Other impacts will include incidence of the outbreak of diseases such as yellow fever,
dengue malaria and natural disasters. Cold winter weather reduces the spread of infectious
diseases by killing infectious organisms and carrier species, such as mosquitoes. Warmer,
wetter weather, on the other hand could increase the spread of malaria, dengue fever, and
yellow fever. The possible increase in flooding and damage to water and sewage
infrastructure can further encourage the spread of disease. Rising sea level requires many
different local responses. For instance, urban areas on the U.S. coastline could be
surrounded by rising sea water. Cities may require extensive infrastructure development to
assure fresh water supplies, secure transportation, and protect people from flooding and
storm surge. Sea walls can be built to protect cities and roads from rising seas. More robust
building construction may also be required to withstand the increasingly intense storms that
are likely to result from global warming. Fresh water supply is a concern as sea water
penetrates ground water aquifers, which become brackish and less usable further inland.

At the end of the day, the cost of ‘fight” back of sea level rise due to global warming will be
usually huge as the experience of Nigeria in respect of the bar beach, in Lagos
demonstrated. The low-lying lands and heavily populated agricultural zones are vulnerable
to rising sea levels. Lagos is only three metres above sea level and shares the fate of similar
cities like Calcutta, Shanghai, Bangkok, Jakarta, Tokyo, London, New York, Miami and
Venice.
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Nigeria cannot be indifferent to the effect of global warming as especially and effectively

predicted by the 1988 Toronto Conference. Succinctly, these possible effects of global

warming are:

i.  Imperial human health and welfare;

ii. Diminish global food security, through increased soil erosion and greater shifts and
uncertainties in agricultural production, particularly for many vulnerable regions;

iii. Change the distribution and seasonal availability of fresh water resources;

iv. Increased political instability and the potential for international conflict;

v. Jeopardise prospects for sustainable development and reduction of poverty;

vi. Accelerate extinction of animal and plant species upon which human survival depends
and

vii. Alter yield, productivity and biological diversity of natural and managed ecosystems,
particularly forests.

Already, Nigeria is experiencing coastal land sea water rise leading to serious fight of

Fashola Administration of Lagos state to keep the sea in check by variety of strategies like

sand filling and making concrete barriers across the beaches among others. Weather is

becoming unpredictable making farming problematic. Already farming produce is not as

buoyant as one would have wished to see. Lake Chad is typical of water masses that are

drying up as a result of global warming and fresh water is not easily available as was the

case some decades ago due to the drying up of sources of springs in some high lands.

Besides, heat has become a common source of complaint by many citizens even if the

country is situated in the tropics because the weather is becoming unusually hotter.

Consequently, Nigeria cannot but team-up with international community to seek for

solutions for global warming. Anything less than that threatens the very existence of the

country and its people.

3. Some underling Christian and Islam theological principles

Here, it is necessary to establish some of the principles underlying Christian and Islamic
theologies. Basic principles underlying these theologies consist of many elements. Some of
these are first, that theology is the systematic study of God in himself and his relationships
with all he has created both the living and non-living beings, and human response to the
relationship is part of theology. Second, the tenets of faith affirm among other things that
the entire universe including humanity is under the dominant domain of God, the creator of
heaven and earth in spite of the seemingly powerful manifestation of the devil who will be
humiliated ultimately at the end of time; truth and goodness that are attributes of God will
finally triumph over evil. Third, and for Christianity human beings have distorted the
pristine harmonious and beautiful state of affairs at creation (Gn. 1). By their actions
violence, destruction and taking of life have become the hallmark of the landscape of human
relations and environmental degradation as part of the consequences of human actions and
activities that now endanger the very essence that sustains the ecosystem. In other words,
human beings have introduced 'sin' into the world and by so doing damaged the natural
delicate but harmonious relationships among all that inhabit it.

Fourth, Christian theology affirms that salvation of every person will primarily depend on
his/her positive participation in the affairs of the world. But for both religions, there is
reward and punishment after death for every person depending on how he or she lived
his/her life. Lastly, Christian theology does not make appeal to a utopia government, not
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even a messianic one but only to a practice to be taken up over and over again; the practice
being the only criterion of what is unacceptable namely that someone lacks something
necessary (Matt. 25). In order that there will be no system that allows someone to lack basic
necessities of life, the political restructuring of society becomes a task in which good
theology must make an impact. In the final analysis, underdevelopment, violence,
corruption and bad governance belong to the culture of death whereas God raises people to
life. And in spite of the 'sins' of the world God is still at work in his world. Therefore, it is all
those who undertake to create the conditions needed so that all may have life, life in
abundance (Jn. 10: 10) that are the true sons and daughters of God. It is they that are
proclaiming a living faith that builds peace and good governance, and promote and protect
human security, and fight against global warming.

The basic assumption within Christian theologies is that the entire universe including
humanity is under the domain of God, 'the creator of heaven and earth' and theology being
the systematic and scientific study of God in himself and His relationship with all He has
created. Good theology in this context means the authentic understanding of God and His
relationship with His creation. Nigeria is a populous and religious country and its socio-
political dominance in the continent is in no doubt. It enjoys natural resources, human and
social capital. In spite of that, religious violence, ethnic clashes, corruption and almost
collapse extended family and community values are a part of the national landscape.
Religious fundamentalism of many practitioners of religion is primarily responsible for this
state of affairs in the country, proliferation of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements
notwithstanding. It is on this premise that implic