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Foreword

We need to de-mystify the Arctic.

True, the Arctic, and what we in Norway call the High North, is to many a
new region, inspiring dreams and anxieties. But this is no terra nullius; inter-
national rules and regulations apply, such as the UN Convention on the Law
of the Sea. In recent years, closer cooperation between the Arctic coastal states
has helped fill the gaps; the Arctic is gradually becoming subject to advanced
international and regional cooperation.

One illustration of this normal state of affairs came with the conclusion
of almost 40 years of negotiations on the delimitation of the sea boundaries
between Norway and Russia in 2010. Following the guide and spirit of the UN
Convention, we devised a modern, balanced and just treaty on the delimitation,
proving that overlapping claims can be settled through constructive negotia-
tions. Gradually we are seeing the emergence of a regulatory framework that
can guide and regulate human activity in these vast and vulnerable waters.

Management of natural resources will continue to be a key feature of devel-
opments in the High North. We will have to deal with this in a responsible
manner, especially as we are bound to experience ups and downs in economic
as well as political expectations. Sustainable management of the renewable fish
resources will continue to be of the utmost importance. Exploration of oil and
gas will be subject to complex considerations as the energy markets undergo
structural change. At the end of 2014 a geopolitical freeze emanating from the
conflict in Ukraine can be felt all the way to the Arctic.

Politically, everything is linked; nothing is frozen, not even in the Arctic.

Norway and Russia are neighbors. In 1,000 years, the two countries have
never been at war with each other. It is the responsibility of both Norway and
Russia to manage relations and activities in the same constructive manner as
we have seen in recent decades. The future lies open, and we need to reflect on
scenarios for how things may develop, not least in the light of predicted climate
change; we can expect to see much greater implications of rising temperatures
in the north compared to further south. How we manage to mitigate and
adapt to climate change will be a decisive factor for the development of the
Barents Sea.
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For Norway and Russia, how the Barents Sea develops as a petroleum
province will influence the prosperity and environmental conditions in the
northernmost parts of our countries. It is a welcome sign that Norwegian and
Russian researchers from many different disciplines have come together to
reflect about the future of this region. By taking into account the full range of
possible futures, we can prepare to shape the future as we would like it to be.

Ten years ago, in 2004, the book Big Oil Playground, Russian Bear Preserve or
European Periphery? was published. It presented three scenarios looking 10 years
ahead to t