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NOTES ON NAMES AND TERMS

One of this book’s primary goals is to reclaim from the magnitude of
witnessesandvictimsoftheHolocausttheindividualvoicesofBerlin’s
seventeenhundredJewswhosurvivedbylivingasubmergedlifeinand
aroundthecity.Icanthinkofnobetterwaytodothisthantousethe
fullnamesofthesurvivors.Namesarethedoorwaytoourhumaniden-
tity;theyexerttremendouspoweroverus.Theyareourintroductionto
others.Perhaps for these reasons, someof thearchives Ivisited formy
researchhave inplace strictprivacy rulesgoverning thepublicationof
names.ThereaderthereforewillnoticethatIsometimesusefullnames
andsometimessimplyusethefirstnameandlastinitial.

Asforspelling,Iusethenameofthesurvivoratthetimetheywere
inhiding,evenifthosenameschangedafterthewarduetomarriageor
emigration.Thus,IdiscussthehidingexperiencesofAnneliesB.,even
thoughIciteherasAnneliesH.,becauseshewasstillknownasAnne-
liesB.atthetimeshewasinhiding.Someconfusionmightariseinone
otherinstance.In2008,Iwasfortunateenoughtobeabletointerview
Mrs.RuthGumpelnéeArndt.Inmystudy,IrefertoherasRuthArndt.
However,IciteherasRuthGumpelwhenreferringtoourinterview,and
IabbreviatehernameasRuthG.whencitingtheinterviewshegaveto
theFortunoffArchives.

Concerningtheuseofplacenames:JewshidinginBerlinspokeGer-
man, and in their testimonies, theyuseGermanplacenames.As they
rarelyleftGermany,thespellingofplacenamesisabitconfusinginonly
oneinstance.Thoseindividualswritingimmediatelyafterthewarreferto
theŁódźghettobyitsGermanname:Litzmannstadt.Idonotseethisasa
problem.TheycalledtheghettoLitzmannstadt,andthisistheirhistory.
IonlyusethenameŁódźinoneinstance,andthatisfromaquotationin
amemoirwrittenseveraldecadesafterthewar.Otherwise,Ikeeptothe
originalsurvivorterminology.

Onefinalnote,andofcriticalimportanceforthisbook,ishowIrefer
toJewswhohidinandaroundthecity.Aswillbecomeevident,hidingas
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anactofevasionduringtheHolocaustworksasacategoryofanalysis,but
theverb“tohide”isalargelydeceptiveandinaccuratetermforwhatJews
inthecitydidtosurvive.Thisiswhytheydonotusethenoun“thehid-
den”todescribethemselves;indeed,theyusetheverbanditsadjectival
andnounformsquiteseldom.Instead,theyemploytheirownlanguageto
describethemselvesandwhattheydid.Inanefforttopayfulljusticeto
theirexperiencesinthecity,thisbookwillusetheirlanguagethroughout.
However,duetothesheerdiversityofthetermsemployedbysurvivors,
andthefactthatthisstudymakesuseofthemall,thefollowingisalistto
helpthereadernavigate:

auftauchen (v.)—tosurface;toemerge;colloquially,tobobup.Oftenused
bysurvivorstodescribetheactofsheddingtheirfalseidentitiesand
placesofrefugeattheendofthewar.Theterm,especiallythecollo-
quialdefinition,canalsoapplytothoseindividualswhowereableon
occasiontomoveamongthenon-Jewishpopulationduringthewar,
eveniftheymighthavetodiveagainafterawhile.

fl itzen (v.)—todash;todart;colloquially,tohotfootit.

Gefl itzte(r)(n.)—dasher;darter;someonewhomakesarunforitorison
themovewiththespecificpurposeofnotbeingcaughtorseen.

illegal(adj.);Illegalen(n.pl.)—illegal;illegals.Atermusedbybothsur-
vivingJewsandtheSovietoccupationauthoritiesinpostwarBerlin,
referringtoJewswhosurvivedsubmergedtodifferentiatethemfrom
Jewswhosurvivedthecamps.Phrasedonrestitutionapplicationsas
illegal gelebt(livedillegally).

tarnen (v.)—tocamouflage;mostoftenused in the senseof concealing
one’sJewishidentity,althoughparticularclothingtodisguiseoneself
oralterationstoone’sphysicalappearancealsowereemployed.

tauchen (v.)—todive.Seebelow;divingevokes similar imageryas sub-
merging,whichusesthesamerootverb.Tauchen,however,indicates
aparticularactofevasionataparticularmomentthatdiversrepeated
againandagainoverthecourseoftheirtimeevadingcapture,inorder
tolivesubmerged.

Taucher (n.)—diver(s).

U-Boot(n.)—U-boat,orsubmarine.ABerlincolloquialism,foundonly
elsewhereamonghiddenJewsinVienna.Thetermisstronglyevoc-
ativeoftheactsofuntertauchenandtauchen.Acommonmonikerto
describethecity’ssubmergedJews.

NotesonNamesandTerms • xiii
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untertauchen(v.)—tosubmerge.Withinthecontextofdeportation,theact
offleeingarrest and livingeitherphysically concealed,under a false
identity,orinastateofmovingaroundcontinuouslytoavoiddenun-
ciation.Italsoimpliesanactofsomeduration,i.e.,livingsubmerged.

verstecken/verbergen(v.)—tohide.InthecaseofBerlin,usedalmostexclu-
sivelyforparticularactsofphysicalconcealment.Sometimesusedas
anadverb(i.e.,livedhidden).Rarelyusedasanoun(i.e.,thehidden).

xiv • NotesonNamesandTerms
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INTRODUCTION

Y•Z

DaswarmeinKampf.
—LudwigLeopold,aBerlinU-boat1

On 4 February 1943, with deportation to Auschwitz and near certain
deaththerelooming,fifty-two-year-oldDr.CharlotteBambergvanished,
submergingintotheshadowsofNaziBerlinanddivingintoanextraor-
dinarytwenty-seven-monthodysseyofsurvival.Severalmonthsafterher
escapefromthe“Gestapo’smurderousgrasp,”Bambergfoundherself,of
allplaces,inthehomeoftheGermancountessMariavonMaltzan,avo-
calopponentoftheNaziregimewhohadalreadytakenintwootherJews
who,likeBamberg,hadfledtheirdeportation.Thehomewascrowded,
tobesure,forMaltzanwasaveterinarianandanardentloverofanimals,
andinadditiontothepeopleinthehome,shehadfiveScottishTerriers,
twocats,andanumberofbirds.Shealsoworkedthreedaysaweekat
ananimal shelter,andonthoseparticulardays,Maltzanenjoyedbeing
greetedatthebusstopattheendofthedaybyherpets.Thus,thetask
felltoBambergtowalkthefivedogstothebusstationtogreetthecount-
essandalsotobringoneofthePersiancatsforwhomthecountesshad
boughtaleash.Oneday,onthewaytothebusstop,oneoftheterriers
lungedforthecat.Bambergbegantoscreamasthecat,meowingloudly,
scratchedandclimbeditswayontopherheadwhilethedogscircledher,
barking furiously.Allalongthestreet,windowafterwindowopenedto
affordthecuriousneighborsabetterglimpseofthistrulyridiculousspec-
tacle.Collectingherself,Bambergcalmedtheterriers,tookthecathome,
andthen,withthefivedogsstillintow,madeherwaytothebusstation.
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2 • SubmergedontheSurface

Asshewrylynotedyears later,“This sceneseemedever sofitting fora
submergedperson.”2

CharlotteBambergwasoneofapproximately6,500BerlinJewswho,
between1941and1945,attemptedtoescapetheNazisbygoingintowhat
isusuallyreferredtoas“hiding,”andshewasoneofsome1,700ofthem
whomanaged to survive in thismanner.3Yet survivors seldomuse the
verb“tohide”(verstecken)todescribehowtheynavigatedandsurvived
thefinal,murderousyearsofNazirule—andusuallythenonlyincasesof
physicalconcealment—andtheycertainlydonotdescribethemselvesas
thehidden.Rather,likeBamberg,theyreferredtothemselvesandwere
referredtobyothersbyavarietyofcolorfulmonikers,allofwhichthis
bookwillemploy.Somecalledthemselves“illegals,”asdidthepostwar
Berlin bureaucratic apparatus;4 others used the term Gefl itzte (coming
fromtheGermanverbtodart,dash,orhotfootit,andperhapsbesttrans-
latedinthiscaseasthe“dashers”).Stillotherstalkaboutlivingcamou-
flaged(getarnt).Many,however,wentbythetermsU-Boot(submarineor
U-boat)orTaucher(diver),and,verytruetothecity’sreputationforwry
humor, they referred to the actofhidingas “diving”or “submerging.”5
Norarethesetermssimplycolloquialexpressionsforhiding.Rather,they
expressaparticularrealityandwaysofexistingandsurvivinginNaziBer-
lin thatwere nothiding,at least,notaswehavecome to thinkof the
act. Indeed, nothing delineates the experiences of Berlin’s divers from
standardassumptionsofhidingmorethanthestoryofAnneFrankand
heratticmates,whostillserveastheparadigmofthehidingexperience.6
AsopposedtothestaticandunvaryingatticexperienceoftheFranks,the
VanPelses,andFritzPfeffer,however,CharlotteBamberg’sexperiences
ofevadingdeportationwereenergetic,complex,andmultivalent.Infact,
thisBerlinU-boatexperience—itselfcomposedofhundredsofindividual
experiences—issomarkedlyatoddswithwhatwecall“hiding”thatthe
conceptofhidingwillnotsufficeforunderstandingtheintricateprocesses
offlightandsurvival—andtheresultantmemories—thatdefinetheex-
periencesofthoseBerlinJewswhodecidedtosubmerge.Bamberg’sstory
thereforeultimately is indicativeof amuchmoreaccurateportrayalof
so-called“hiding”inthecity,oneinwhichtheword“hiding”is,atbest,
misleading and, at worst, woefully inaccurate.7 And although Bamberg
wasalmostcertainlytheonlyfugitiveJewinthecitytohavetofacedown
fiveScottishTerriersandaPersiancatwhileevadingtheGestapoandits
informants,herstoryisuniqueonlyintheparticulars.Whenexamined
togetherwithhundredsofothersurvivortestimonies fromthecity,her
experiencecutsstraighttotheheartoftheU-boatexperience,anexperi-
encethatforeachindividual,accordingonesurvivor,was“different,but
thesame.”8
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Introduction • 3

WhatfollowsisahistoryofBerlin’ssubmergedJews.Itspurposeisto
presentmorethanjustthediverseexperiencesofBerlin’sU-boats,divers,
dashers, and camouflaged Jews who survived the Holocaust submerged
inandaroundthecity.More importantly, itsaimisalsotoconstructa
historyofthoseexperiencesbyexaminingtheseeminglyuniquestoriesof
thesurvivorsandaskingwhatconnectsthem,what,despitetheirtremen-
dousdiversity,theyallhaveincommon.Threemainargumentsunderpin
thisbook,whichisitselfbasedonanexaminationofoverfourhundred
survivortestimonies(i.e.,approximately25percentofallBerlinsurvivors
inhiding)aswellasdatapertainingtotheageandgenderofoverone
thousandsurvivors(approximately63percentofallsurvivors).9Theap-
pendixfoundattheendofthebookprovidesthereaderwithathorough
discussionofthedataIhavecompiledandanalyzedtosupportthevarious
statisticalclaimsmadeinthisstudy,specificallythenumberofJewswho
submerged,whentheysubmerged,andhowmanysurvived.Theappendix
alsoexaminesarrestratesinthecityandthegenderandageofBerlin’s
submergedJews.

First,asalreadyevidencedbythelanguageofsurvivorssuchasBam-
berg,JewsinBerlindidnothideinthewaythatthewordimplies(i.e.,
inthesenseofkeepingoutofsightandphysicallyconcealingoneselffor
longstretchesoftime).Significantly,thesurvivorsthemselvesemploya
varietyofphrasesandexpressionstodescribetheirparticular,individual
experiences,experiencesthatdestabilizestandardnotionsofwhathiding
means.ThisisduetothefactthatJewsinNaziBerlinrarelyhidinthe
usualsenseoftheword.Indeed,thetitleofCharlotteBamberg’sunpub-
lished testimony is “Untergetaucht—An der Oberfläche—1941/1945”
(“Submerged—OntheSurface—1941/1945”),whichservesastheinspi-
rationforthisbook’stitleandsuggestsasurprisinglypublicillegalexis-
tence.10Ifanything,Jewswhoattemptedtoevadearrestanddeportation
inandaroundBerlinduring thefinalyearsof theThirdReich focused
moreonconcealingtheirJewishidentitythanonphysicalconcealment.
Second,survivingsubmergedinthecitywasbothanindividualandindi-
vidualisticact,anditisrememberedbysurvivorsassuch,bothimplicitly
andexplicitly.Inpart,thisresultedfromarelativelyhighdegreeofmo-
bilityandagency,central featuresof submerged lifeandoftenessential
forsurvival.Berlin’sdiversfrequentlyreliedontheirowningenuity,re-
sourcefulness,andknowledgeofGermansocietytonavigatethedangers
of Nazi Berlin, as numerous survivor accounts can corroborate; in this
sense,submergedlifewasindividual.However,theyalsotookadvantage
oftheindividualandsolitarynatureofsubmergedlifetoactinwaysthat
helpedtoensuretheirownsurvivalwhilesimultaneouslyreaffirmingtheir
ownuniqueidentities.Inthissense,hidingwasindividualistic.
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4 • SubmergedontheSurface

Proceedingfromthesetwoargumentsisthisbook’sthirdargumentand
theoverallbasisforitsstructure:mostunusually,especiallywhenwork-
ingwithHolocaustsurvivortestimony,Berlin’sdivershavenocollective
memory.Traditionally,oneoftheprimarychallengesforhistorianswork-
ingwithsurvivormemory(usually,campandghettosurvivortestimony)
istosiftthroughcollectivememorytoretrieveindividualvoices,personal
experiences,andhistorical fact. InthecaseofBerlin’s submergedJews,
theoppositeistrue.Thedynamicandindividualnatureofhidingresulted
inastaggeringnumberofvariablesdictatingnotonlyhowBerlin’sdash-
ersanddiverssurvivedbutalsohowtheyexperiencedthatsurvival.Of
course,thecontextofsurvivinginandaroundthecapitaloftheThird
Reichmeansthatsurvivoraccountsoftenshareastrikingnumberofsim-
ilarities,butthelackofacollectivememoryhaspreventedsurvivorsfrom
connectingthesesimilarities.Thisabsenceofacohesive“hidingnarra-
tive”hasputmeinanunusualandexcitingposition.Thenatureofsub-
mergedlifeinBerlinhaspromptedmetoworkagainstthegrain,andthis
studyturnsconventionalmethodologyonitshead.Ratherthanstarting
withthecollectivetoreachtheindividuals,itstartswiththeindividuals
andtheirmanycompetingvoicestoestablishacohesive,butnotcollec-
tive,historicalnarrativeofsurvivalandsubmergedlifeinNaziBerlin.

Hiding in Berlin—A Misnomer?

HidingasacategoryofanalysisintheHolocaustisasmall,albeitgrowing,
field,andstudiesofhidinginGermanyarenoexceptiontothistrend.11
It is also a highly fragmented field, due to the nature of the act. The
ghettosandcampsbroughttogetherJewsfromacrossEurope,regardless
ofnationality,class,gender,orrelationshiptoJudaism,andthevisibility
of these sitesof concentrationanddestructionhaveallowedhistorians
to examine them head on. This did not occur with hiding. Although,
certainly,casesexistofJewsfromoneareaofEuropehidinginanother
area, hiding remained, for the most part, nation specific, indeed, loca-
tionspecific.Moreover,duetothesmallamountofliteratureinthefield
specifically focused on hiding, as well as the nature of the word itself,
theideaofhidingstillconjuresupimagesofphysicalconcealmentand
immobilityinbasements,attics,haylofts,etc.,eventhoughscholarship
iswellawarethatJewssurvivedin“hiding”inanastonishingvarietyof
locationsthroughanequallynoteworthynumberoftactics.Still,weuse
theterm“hiding.”Theresult,understandably,isthattheword“hiding”
endsup servingaprimarily rhetoricalpurpose,allowing scholarsof the
Holocausttogrouptogetherdisparateexperiencesunderasingleconcep-

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. Not for resale. 



Introduction • 5

tual framework.Asanexpedient, thisapproachcertainlyworks,as the
termisusefulforsituatingandcollectivizingtheexperiencesofadiverse
hostof individuals scatteredthroughoutEurope inmuchthesameway
thattheghettosandcamps,whichphysicallysituatedandcollectivized
Jews, also serve as sites of analysis. Yet experiences of hiding, based as
theyareonquiteparticularnational,regional,andlocaldifferences(as
wellasthepersonalityoftheindividualhiding),aresodiversethathiding
asacategoryofanalysisseemsatoncetoobroadandtoospecifictodothe
topicjusticewhenfocusingonaparticularregion,suchas,inthecaseof
thisbook,Berlin.

As mentioned above, Jews who survived in “hiding” in Berlin have
employedavarietyoftermstoidentifythemselves.Thesetermsofiden-
tification,however,arenotsimplyalinguisticflourish.Rather,theyare
reflectiveofatremendousdiversityofexperience.Indeed,whateverterm
is used by survivors, especially when read within the context of their
testimonies, not a single one evokes traditional conceptions of hiding,
physical concealment, silence, isolation, or immobility. Nor is current
literatureonhiding inGermany ignorantof thedynamic imagery that
thelanguageofthesurvivorsevokes.MarionKaplanexplains:“‘Hiding’
couldmeanduckingoutofsightforthedurationofthewarorremoving
theyellowstarandassumingan‘Aryan’identity,withorwithoutpapers.
Jewsbecamefugitives,‘submerging’or‘diving’intotheunderground,to
avoiddetectionbytheNazis.”12Otherscholarshavechosentodifferenti-
atebetween“hidingandopenhiding,”thelatterphrasemeanttosuggest
thosewholivedunderafalseidentityamongnon-Jews.13Certainly,some
Jews in Berlin spent periods of time physically hiding in one place (a
fewevenspenttheentirewarinonelocation),andinthoseinstances,
survivors use the verbs verstecken (to hide) and verbergen (to conceal).
However,suchcompleteimmobilitywasanexceptiontotheruleandwas
usuallyof shortduration, asmost survivor accounts from thecity con-
firm.Jewsmovedaroundfrequently,interactedwithnon-Jews,andpar-
ticipatedinsecuringtheirownsurvival.Inshort,theydidnotphysically
hideinthewaythatboththeworditselfandourunderstandingofhiding
duringtheHolocaustdictatetheyshouldhave.Thisbegsanimportant
question:shouldtheword“hide”figureatallprominentlyindiscussions
ofU-boatsurvivalinthecapitalofNaziGermany?

Although problematic, the term “hiding” ultimately still provides a
usefulconceptualframeworkwithinwhichtooperate,andthisstudywill
makeuseofthetermnowandagain.AsacategoryofJewishresponseto
theHolocaust,hidinghasbecometoofixedinourmindstodepartfrom
itentirely.Moreover,relyingsolelyontherichlanguageofBerlin’ssub-
mergedJewstostructurethisstudyhasthepotentialtoalienatefurther
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their experiences from the broader current of Holocaust history, when
hiding inBerlin, indeedthroughoutEurope, shouldbe integratedmore
fullyintothathistory.Inaddition,theactofhidinginBerlinhasmul-
tiple—and often quite personal—facets and means more than physical
concealment.Therefore,theproblemliesnotinthetermhidingperse.
Rather,theproblemliesinanuncriticaladoptionofthetermandina
neartotallackofcontextualization,whichrenderhidingalmostuselessas
aninformativecategoryofanalysis.However,situatinghidinginBerlin
andemployingthespecificterminologyusedbythecity’sJewstoqualify
theirexperiencesavoidsgeneralizationsandhighlightsamoremeaning-
ful,complex,andlocation-specificdefinitionofthewordhiding.Indeed,
whetherexamininghidinginBerlin,greaterGermany,orthroughoutEu-
rope,historiansneedtoengageinacarefulandcloseconsiderationofthe
termsusedbysurvivorsandaskwhatthosetermssayaboutthenatureof
theact.Withoutsuchaclosereading,amoregeneral,pan-Europeannar-
rativeofhidingduringtheHolocaustthreatenstooverpowerthehighly
localizednatureoftheactofevasionandtoreinforcepreconceivedand
oftenerroneousnotionsaboutdailylifein“hiding.”

The U-boat as Individual and Individualist 
and the Lack of a Collective Memory

Thefactthathidingwasanindividualactstemslargelyfromthedemands
oftheactandthecircumstancesofsurvivinginandaroundthecapital
ofNaziGermany.Althoughasignificantnumberofthesurvivorsexam-
inedforthisstudy(over40percent)madethedecisiontogointohiding
inconsultationwithfamilymembers,mostcouldnotstaytogetherasa
group.14Logisticssuchasthesizeofthehidingplace,theneedtobeon
themoveconstantly,andthethreatofdenunciationrequiredthatpeople
oftenact spontaneouslyandwith littleornoconsultationwithothers.
Thisdoesnotmeanthatthecity’sU-boatshadnocontactwithonean-
other;onthecontrary,theywerewellawareofoneanother’spresence.
However,manyoftheimportantdecisionstakentoensuresurvival,from
procuringfoodandsheltertofindingwork,weremadeindividuallyorin
consultation with only a few other people.15 As such, in their postwar
accounts,survivorsdonotclaimanexperiencegreaterthantheirown.At
everyturninmyresearchforthisbook,Iwasstruckbyhowresistantthese
memorieshaveremainedtooutsidediscoursesandcollectivememory.16
This resistance isalmostcertainly theproductof the individualnature
ofhiding,ontheonehand,andthestarkdifferencesbetweentheexpe-
riencesofJewishcampinmatesandthoseoftheU-boats,ontheother.
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Thisstandsinmarkedcontrasttotheimmenseinfluencethatcollec-
tivememoryhasexertedoncampsurvivortestimony.17Inpartapostwar
phenomenon,collectivememoryalsowastheresultofNationalSocialist
exterminationpolicies that reduced life to itsmostbasicand inhuman
form.Thecollectivecampexperiencewas the resultof the forcedsub-
ordinationofthe individualandmostavenuesof self-expressiontothe
basicneedsofsurvivalandtheneartotaldeprivationofanyrealagency
amongthecampinmates.Althoughmanycampsurvivorsattemptedto
maintain some of their individual humanity, the exigencies of survival
andthecampguards’relentlessdehumanizationoftheinmatesprecluded
anysemblanceofnormalityorthepursuitofavenuesofself-expression.
Conditionsandexperiencesinthecampsvaried,butwhenthewarended
andsurvivorsbegantobearwitness,existenceinthecampsappearedto
havebeenexperiencedalmostuniformly.Thesenseofacollectiveexpe-
riencedeveloped,reinforcedinthesubsequentdecadesbyscholarlyap-
proachesto“Jewryasawhole”duringtheHolocaust.18Theresultisthat
“almostall[camp]survivorssay‘we’ratherthan‘I.’”19Incontrast,thereis
nounified,collectivelyrememberedexperienceofhidinginBerlin—nor
couldtherepossiblybeone.Asaresultoftheindividualnatureofhiding,
the ways the U-boats remembered and recorded their time submerged
defya singleexperienceakinto that formed in thecamps.Twopeople
withverysimilarexperienceswhilelivingillegallyinthecitymightinter-
prettheeventindifferentways.Consequently,centraltounderstanding
survivormemoriesofsubmergedlifeinBerlinisthefactthatthesurvivors
almostneversay“we”unlesstheyarediscussingaspecificmomentthat
theysharedwithothers.Indeed,regardlessofthenatureoftheaccount
(i.e.,restitutionclaims,postwarinterviews,orpersonalmemoirs),Berlin’s
survivingdiversanddashersrarelyspeakforothers.

Instead,whatbecomesevidentthroughacloseexaminationofsurvivor
testimonyisthattheneedforspeedyadaptation,creativethinking,and
problemsolvinginaworldstuckbetweentheghettosandcamps,onthe
oneside,andtheworldofGermancivilianlifeinwartimeBerlin,onthe
other,resultedinsurprisingdegreesofpersonalagencyamongthecity’s
divers,which,inturn,contributedtotheirsurvival.Suchagencywasnot
aconstant,tobesure,amongtheU-boats.Norwasitexperiencedtothe
samedegreebyall.And,ofcourse,thatagencywashighlycircumscribed
bytheveryrealdangersofhiding.However, theunsettledanddanger-
ousnatureofhidinginNaziBerlin,inforcingJewstomovearound,fre-
quentlybroughtthemintosituationswheretheirdecisionsmatteredin
determiningnotonlywhethertheymanagedtoevadecapturebutalso,
andofcriticalimportancefortheirmemoriesofsubmergedlife,whatthe
qualityof theirexperienceswas.Thisconstant, forced interactionwith
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non-JewsandthecityinwartimeforcedBerlin’sillegalJewstolearnhow
to takeadvantageof thecityandGermansociety inwaysusuallycon-
sideredoff-limitsforthemduringthistime.Moreover,theseinteractions
providedmanyoftheU-boatswithopportunitiestoactinwaysthatreaf-
firmedtheirindividualidentity,ifonlyintermittently.Indeed,whenthe
opportunity arose for Jews tobeproactive, they took the initiative. In
thissense,divinginBerlinwasnotmerelyanindividualact;itwasalso
anindividualisticact,onethatsuccessfullyrejectedthedehumanization
anddestructionoftheindividualsocentraltoexperiencesinthecamps.

Surviving Submerged in Berlin—Literature and Testimony

Nearlyseventy-fiveyearshavepassedsincethefirstaccountsofBerlin’s
Jewishdiversappeared.Theycompriseamotleycollection:publishedand
unpublished,writtenandoral,autobiographicalaswellasbiographical,
rangingindatefrom1945to2015.Indeed,thisstudyishighlyindebted
to the fact that the U-boats were never entirely forgotten in the city.
Theirstoriesreceivedatleastsomepublicattentionasearlyasthelate
1940s.20Between1956and1966,theWestBerlinsenatehonoredover
sevenhundrednon-Jews forthe indispensableaidtheyprovidedtothe
U-boats.21 In1982, the reporterLeonardGrosspublisheda journalistic
accountoftheexperiencesofseveralJewsinhidinginThe Last Jews in 
Berlin.22MorerecentattentiontoBerlinJewishlifeduringthe1930sand
1940shas resulted ina smallbutgrowingamountof literatureonJews
inhidinginthecity,thehistoryofthecity’sJewishHospital,thehistory
ofJewishinformantsworkingfortheGestapo,andanumberofpersonal
memoirs.23TheGedenkstätteStilleHelden,amemorialandeducational
centerdedicatedtohonoringtheU-boatsandtheirnon-Jewishhelpers,
also isan invaluableeducational resourceanda testament to thecity’s
efforts to remember its Jewish history.24 Yet despite the relatively large
amountofattentionpaidbyscholarstohidinginBerlinandGermany,
moregenerally,thereoftenremainsanunfortunatetendencyforindivid-
ualaccountsofhidingtoformthecruxofanalysis;indeed,biographical
andautobiographicalaccountsstilltendtodominate.Intheseaccounts,
oneperson’sstoryisfollowedfrombeginningtoend,andthatparticular
individual’s story isportrayedeitheras representativeofacertain facet
ofhidingorelseasrepresentativeofthegeneralexperience.Whilethese
accountsofandbyparticularindividualshavemuchtooffer,especiallyin
asubfieldofHolocausthistoryasnewashiding,asustainedanalysislink-
ingthesevariedindividualstoabroader,sharedhistoryoftenismissing,
therebyobscuringthecommonalitiesoftheU-boatexperience.
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Inthisstudy,thereaderwillencounterfourkeytypesofsurvivortes-
timony: published memoirs; unpublished written accounts collected by
theZentrumfürAntisemitismusforschungatBerlin’sTechnicalUniver-
sity,manyofwhichwereoriginallycollectedby theWienerLibrary in
LondonandYadVasheminJerusalem;interviewsconductedbytheFor-
tunoffVideoArchiveforHolocaustTestimoniesatYaleUniversity;and,
ofcritical importance,postwarrestitutionclaimsinBerlintotheHead
Commissionforthe“VictimsofFascism”(OdF).Thisstudyaimstouse
thesesourcestoportraytheexperienceofhidinginBerlinwithinaframe-
work of historical accuracy.25 Literature on the advent, evolution, and
purposeofsurvivortestimonyhasdemonstratedthelimitsaswellaspossi-
bilitiesassociatedwithrelyingonsuchaccounts.26Significanthurdlesare
thecontextinwhichsurvivorsprovidedtheirtestimony,factualaccuracy,
andtheinevitableimpactofHolocaust-survivorcollectivememory.Al-
thoughthisstudyhashadtograpplewiththesechallenges,Iwassurprised
tofindthatanalysisofU-boattestimonydidnotalwaysreflectthesedif-
ficultiestotheextentIhadexpected.Indeed,thesethreeproblemsasso-
ciatedwithsurvivortestimonywereeitherlesssevereorelseexpressedin
markedlydifferentwaysthanliteratureonsurvivormemorysuggests.

CriticaltoreadingthetestimoniesofBerlin’ssubmergedJewsisrecog-
nizingthatthesearenotHolocaustcamptestimoniesandshouldnotbe
readassuch;hidingispartofHolocausthistory,certainly,butthathis-
toryismultifaceted,andasthefieldcontinuestodiversify,frameworksfor
analysisneedtoadapttotheparticularitiesoftheevent(s)inquestion.
Evenstill,with respect tohiding, therehasbeenthe tendencytoana-
lyzethepotentialandlimitationsofsurvivortestimonythroughthelens
ofcampsurvivorsandmarginalizeorignoretestimoniesthatfalloutside
of this rubric.27Moreover, inherstudyThe Era of the Witness,Annette
Wieviorka rightly warns that “testimonies, particularly when they are
producedaspartofalargerculturalmovement,expressthediscourseor
discoursesvaluedbysocietyatthemomentthewitnessestelltheirstories
asmuchastheyrenderanindividualexperience.”28Shearguesthatthese
discoursesinevitablyledindividualHolocaustsurvivorstoparticipatein
theformationofacollectivememory.Asaresult,Jewishwitnesseswere
drawn into an inescapable circle in which their memories and experi-
encesweresubordinatedtosocial,cultural,andpoliticalaims.Shealso
arguesthatdespitethetremendousvalueofsurvivortestimony,historians 
shouldnot“look...forwhattheyknowisnottobefound—clarification
ofpreciseevents,places,dates,andnumbers,whicharewrongwiththe
regularityofametronome...”29AlthoughWieviorkaiscorrect,scholars
examininghidingshouldnotassumethatthesameanalyticalpitfallsthat
apply to readingor listening tocamp-survivor testimonycanbeneatly
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appliedtoreadinghiding-survivortestimony,becauseitunintentionally
impliesthattimeforJewsinhidingfunctionedasitdidforthoseinthe
camps.Inthecamps,daysblendedintooneanother,andthehorrorand
depravity found there, coupled with the powerful influence of postwar
collective memory, blurred chronology and the experience of specific
events.However,withinBerlin,Jewslivedinaworldregulatedbytime.
Theylistenedtotheradio,readnewspapers,andwereawareoftheprog-
ressofthewar,allofwhichhadadirectbearingontheirdecision-making.
Inaddition,thevasthistoricalliteratureonBerlinduringthisperiodhas
allowedthisauthortocorroboratesurvivorclaimsagainstestablishedem-
piricaldataonthecity.

Assuch,althoughthisstudy’svariousprimarysourcematerialsreflect
broaderissuesconfrontingallhistoriansworkingwithsurvivortestimony,
U-boataccountspresenttheirownparticularchallenges.Publishedmem-
oirs, for example, althoughenlighteningand—quite frequently—verifi-
able through government documents and other survivor accounts, can
comeacrossastoosingularandtoomisleadingabouttheoverallnature
ofhiding.Asindividualswritingabouttheirownhighlypersonalexpe-
riences,theirmemoirsoftenstrikeaparticulartone:oneoffearandloss
andsuffering,tobesure,butalsooftenoneofheroism,ofindividualwill
andagencyinthefaceofoverwhelmingodds,ofunwaveringhumanity
inthefaceofbestialcruelty.Theyspeaktothehumandesireforhope.
Holdingouttheimplicitpromiseofdrawingthereaderinto“solidarity”
withthesurvivor,memoirsofhidingoftenaremotivatedbytheneedsof
thesocietyreceivingthemessage.30Moreover,theactofwritingitselfal-
lowstheauthortochoosecarefullyhowtheywantpeopletointerpretand
viewtheirmemoriesofhiding.31Manytitlesaredesignedtoexciteand
inspire,forexample:GadBeck’sUnderground Life: Memoirs of a Gay Jew 
in Nazi Berlin;CiomaSchönhaus’sThe Forger: An Extraordinary Story of 
Survival in Wartime Berlin;andLarryOrbachandVivienOrbach-Smith’s
Soaring Underground: A Young Fugitive’s Life in Nazi Berlin.32Theresultof
theseandothermemoirsleavesthereaderwiththeimpressionthatexpe-
riencesofhidingaresingularlyuniquewhen,inreality,theyarepartofa
muchbroaderandmoresharedexperienceofhidinginthecity.

Unpublished accounts, also incredibly informative, vary in length,
style,andpurpose,andtheyarealsoshapedbytemporaldistancefromthe
actualevent.TheZentrumfürAntisemitismusforschungatBerlin’sTech-
nischeUniversität,inparticular,hascollectedhundredsofpublishedand
unpublishedeyewitnessaccountsfromJewishsurvivors.Thesedocuments
span seven decades and represent an incredibly diverse array of voices
writingatdifferenttimesandfordifferentreasons.Onlythroughcareful
attemptstocorroborateonetestimonybyanalyzingitagainsthistorical
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documentationandothertestimoniesisitpossibletodocumentwithrea-
sonablecertaintytheclaimsmadeintheseaccounts.TheFortunoffVideo
ArchiveforHolocaustTestimoniesisyetanothervaluableresource,but
not without its limitations. Created “to allow the survivor to speak,”
the archive collects testimonies that function as a form of psychologi-
calandemotionalcatharsis.33AsLawrenceLangernotes,oraltestimony
cutsthrough“literaryartifice”andallowswhathecallsthe“impromptu
self”toshinethroughandprovideinsightintotheconflictbetweenthe
presentselfandthepastself.34Althoughusefulforthepsychologicaland
emotional insights that they provide, these interviews were conducted
severaldecadesafterthewar;factualaccuracysometimesislackingand
isnottheprimarygoaloftheproject.Inaddition, interviewers forthis
project at times posed leading questions to survivors and occasionally
projectedtheirown, ill-informedunderstandingofhidingontothesur-
vivors.35 Ultimately, factual accuracy of survivor testimony remains an
issue,butinthecourseofmyresearch,althoughIhaveconfrontedmis-
remembered dates and inaccurate identification of names, I still have
musteredtogetheralargeenoughcollectionofsurvivoraccountstoverify
survivorclaimswheneverpossible.36

Ofallthesurvivor-testimonysourcesemployedinthisstudy,byfarthe
mostfruitful—ifalsothemostchallenging—isthecollectionofapplica-
tions to theHeadCommission for the “VictimsofFascism” (OdF), an
organization sanctioned by the Soviet military government and estab-
lishedinMay1945tocoordinateaidandsupportforGermanvictimsof
the Third Reich.37 OdF recognition carried with it preferential rations
andaccesstohousingandwasanecessityfortheformerillegals,manyof
whomweresick,homeless,andimpoverished.BecausetheOdFinitially
wascreatedforpoliticalvictimsofNazism,theauthoritiesatfirstrejected
anumberoftheearliestJewishapplicants.Reasonsforrejection,suchas
the following,werenotuncommon for early applications submittedby
Jews:“OnlyashorttimeasaJewinthecamp.Noantifascistactivity.Re-
jected.”38Aftersomedebate,however,inSeptember1945,OdFofficials
createdasubcategoryforJews:Opfer der Nürnberger Gesetze(Victimsof
theNurembergLaws).39

ThestructureofsurvivortestimoniessubmittedtotheOdFreflectsthe
demandsoftheapplicationprocessaswellasthemoreprivilegedstatus
accorded to political opponents of Nazism. OdF applications asked for
anindividual’sname,birthdateandplaceofbirth,currentaddress,and
addressin1933.Theyalsoaskedfortheapplicant’sreligion,whetherone
hadworntheStarofDavid,whetheronehadbeeninacamp,whether
onehadengaged inantifascistactivity,whetheronehad lived illegally
(which was the term used by the OdF to mean submerged) and, if so,
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forhowlong.Theyinquiredintothenamesoforganizationsorpolitical
partiesinwhichonehadbeenactivebefore1933,veteranstatus,NSDAP
partyaffiliation,whetheronehadbeenarrestedorchargedbyNaziau-
thorities,andahostofotherquestionsdesignedtoassessthecharacter
andbackgroundoftheindividualclaimingtobea“VictimofFascism.”
Applicantsalsosubmittedarésumé(Lebenslauf)alongwiththreerefer-
encestovouchfortheveracityoftheirclaims,andeveryclaimwasvet-
ted. Although résumés submitted to the OdF are not free of error, the
requirementsforrecognitionasaVictimofFascismstronglymitigatethe
dangersofwidespreadmisrememberingamongsurvivors.

AlmostallOdFLebensläufe followasimilarformat,asaresultofthe
structureoftheapplication.Althoughemphasisintheapplicationsvar-
ieddependingonage,gender,class,and,presumably,personality,thesur-
vivorsgenerally includedabriefdescriptionof their familybackground
andcareer.ManypayspecialattentiontothemomentwhentheNazis
cametopowerin1933,usuallyemployingphrasesstrikinglysimilartothe
following: “Until theNazisdestroyedeverything.”40What follows then
often is a description of particular indignities suffered throughout the
1930s,which,dependingontheindividualinquestion,includeslossof
careerorbusinessaswellashomeorvaluables,divorcefromanon-Jewish
spouse,variousarrestsorencounterswith theauthorities, if applicable,
andforced labor,whichnearlyallU-boatsofworkingageexperienced.
Because most Jews waited until the last possible minute to submerge,
manytestimoniesalsomentiontheinfamousGroße Fabrik-Aktion(Large
FactoryOperation)oflateFebruary/earlyMarch1943,inwhichtheNa-
zisdeportedthevastmajorityoffullJewsremaininginthecountrywho
were not married to non-Jews. Almost all survivors mention their de-
cision to submerge, even if only inone sentence.Most applicants also
phrasedtheirdecisioninamarkedlysimilarfashion:“Inordertoescape
theinhumanpersecutionsoftheNazis,myhusbandandIdecidedtolive
illegally.”41Whatfollowsinmanycasesisthenadescription—albeitquite
briefinsometestimonies—ofwhattheydidandwhathappenedtothem
whilelivingsubmerged.

On the surface, then, the OdF Lebensläufe appear highly formulaic,
withsurvivorsevenemployingsimilarwordsandphrasestodescribetheir
encounterswithNazipersecution.Thissimilarityinlanguagereflectsnot
onlythestandardizednatureoftheapplicationprocessbutalsothepolit-
icalatmosphereinwhichtheserésuméswerewritten.Perhapsasaresult
oftheearlyrejectionsbytheOdF,survivorslikelylearnedtoemphasize
certainaspectsoftheirexperiencesinfavorofothers.Inparticular,many
of the former illegals highlighted and perhaps even exaggerated their
“antifascistactivities.”Some,forexample,listedlisteningtoforeignradio
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broadcastsasevidenceofantifascistactivity.Whiletheactwasdanger-
ous, itwasnomore so than illegal life,andcategorizing itasanactof
resistancewas a stretch. Inaddition, applicantsoftenemphasized their
sufferingoverallotherexperiences,perhaps to stakeout theirplace in
a fast-developing “hierarchy of suffering” in postwar Germany.42 Sand-
wichedbetweenthesurvivorsofthecampsandthefavoredpoliticalper-
secuteesofNazism,thecity’sformerdiversfocusedonsuffering,perhaps
to avoid being overlooked. This certainly explains the attitude of one
U-boat,whoconcludedhisapplicationbystatingthatifcampsurvivors
couldreceiverecognitionasanOdF,thenhecertainlycould;afterall,at
leasttheinmates“hadaroofover[their]heads!”43

Yetdespite the superficially formulaic structureofmanyof theseLe-
bensläufe, OdF testimonies are arguably the richest and most valuable
sourceof survivor testimonyavailable,due to their temporalandemo-
tionalimmediacytotheendofthewar.Temporally,thatimmediacypro-
ducedeven inquite succinctaccountsa richnessofdetail: specificand
verifiabledates,names,addressesofhelpers,hidingplaces, sitesofnear
misseswiththeauthorities,andotherdetailedinsights,whichmightoth-
erwisehavefadedovertimeorelsebeenlosttorecordforthosesurvivors
whoneverrecountedtheirexperiencesinsubsequentdecades.Theaccu-
racyproducedbythattemporalimmediacy,however,sonecessaryinthe
constructionofahistoryofhiding,iscomplementedandstrengthenedby
theemotionalimmediacyofthesetestimonies.InhisexaminationofHo-
locausttestimony,LawrenceLangerwritesthat“memoryexcavatesfrom
theruinsofthepastfragileshapestoaugmentourunderstandingofthose
ruins.”44Yetwhatifoneisstilllivingamongtheruins?Berlinwaslittle
morethanrubble.ManyformerU-boatswerestillwaitingtohearwhat
hadbecomeoftheir familymemberswhohadbeendeported,andthey
were still plagued by illness, malnutrition, homelessness, poverty, and
grief.Liberation,asDanStoneremindsus,“wasaprocess...sometimesa
verylongone,”andforthesurvivingU-boatsthewoundsoftwelveyears
ofpersecutionwerestillraw.45Thewarwasoverpoliticallyandmilitarily,
butemotionallyandphysically,wasitreally?

ThisisthesettinginwhichOdFtestimonieswerewritten.Thewarat
thetimewasbothoverandnotover,makingthedocumentsunique.As
writtensources,onemightbetemptedtoconflatethemwithlaterwritten
sources,bothpublishedandunpublished,andtocritiquethemassuch.
AsLangernotes, “Writtenmemoirs, by thevery strategies available to
their authors—style, chronology, analogy, imagery, dialogue, a sense of
character,acoherentmoralvision—striveto...eas[e]usintotheirunfa-
miliarworldthroughfamiliar(andhencecomforting?)literarydevices.”46
Whilethis isanaptcritiqueofpublishedmemoirs, ithas littlebearing
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onunderstandinganOdFtestimony.Indeed,withtheexceptionofaru-
dimentary chronology, the literary strategies put forthbyLanger rarely
appearinthesetestimonies.Andinthefewinstancestheydo,theirap-
pearanceissonoteworthyastomeritspecialcommentandexamination
inthis study. Instead,OdFtestimoniesneedtobeunderstoodandread
asexisting—temporally,emotionally,andtextually—inaliminalspace.
Temporallyandemotionally,thisisaspacewherethepast,prewarselfhas
beenshakentoitsverycore,butthepostwarselfhasnotyethadachance
to develop and fully consider its experiences. Textually, this is a space
that straddles the structural limitations of the OdF application process
andthewrittenword,ontheonehand,andthe“impromptuself”oforal
testimony,ontheother,aselfinwhichoneoftenwitnesses“anestrange-
mentbetweenone’spresentandpastpersona.”47Interestingly,however,
thatestrangementinthiscasewasnotbetweenapresent,latetwentieth-/
earlytwenty-first-centuryselfandapast,wartimeselfbutratherbetween
apresent,wartime/liberation self (1945/1946)andapast,prewar, even
pre-NaziGermany,self.

TheliminalspaceinwhichtheseOdFLebensläufewerewrittenthere-
forecangoa longwaytoexplainingwhy,consideringthedirecircum-
stances under which these applications were submitted, a surprising
number of Lebensläufe go so far beyond the requirements of the OdF
application in the information theyprovide. InhisexaminationofLe-
bensläufe statementsofSAmenwrittenduring theThirdReich,Bruce
Campbellnotedsimilarcasesofdeviationfromandelaborationuponthe
standardrésuméformat,suggestinginsuchinstancestherelikelyexists“a
strongdesireorneedtostateit,illuminatingeitherparticularlystrongor
significantbeliefs...[t]hus,whenthewriterofaLebenslaufdepartsfrom
theformula,thereadercanassumethatthereisareasonandmustpay
attention.”48ThemanyOdFtestimoniesthatvaryfromthestandardOdF
application format suggest a similarneed to speakand toexpressone’s
experiences,especiallyintheimmediateaftermathoftwelveyearsofper-
secution, the last few spent enduring the indignities, deprivations, and
dangersofillegallife.Theresultofthatneedtospeakisamotleycollec-
tionofapplicationswhoserésumésrangeinlengthfromafewsentences
to multiple pages rich in detail. Writing styles vary from handwritten,
misspelled,phoneticBerlinerdialecttotypewritten,semidetached,almost
academicparlance.Somesurvivorsspendagreatdealoftimefocusingon
theprewaryearsandthelossofsocialandeconomicstatus,whileothers
focusalmostentirelyon theactofgoing intohiding,orelseallof the
places theyhid,or sometimesononeor twoparticularmomentsexpe-
riencedwhile inhiding.Inshort,theseseeminglystandardrésumésare
oftenanythingbut that.Theyarepersonal insightschanneled through
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animpersonal,politicized,bureaucraticformulatowhichmanysurvivors
seemtohavepaidaslittleattentionaspossible.

OfcriticalnotewhendealingwithOdFtestimoniesandforthecon-
structionofthisbook,then,isthepresenceofonlythepalestnarrative
arc in these particular survivor accounts, especially in comparison to
laterpostwaraccounts,mostnotablypublishedmemoirs.Certainly,while
some OdF applicants attempted to provide an overall Lebenslauf (from
childhoodtotheriseoftheNazisandthroughtoliberation),notevery
testimonycovers each facet.Even if theydo, sometimes it iswithone
perfunctorysentence,themerestnodtotheLebenslaufstructure.Rather,
survivorsfocusonwhatmattersforthem,howtheyunderstand(orunder-
stood,prewar)themselves,andhow,insuchanabbreviatedformat,they
couldpossiblybegintobringacrosstheoverallexperienceoflivingsub-
mergedinNaziBerlin,adifficult(ifnotimpossible)task,asonesurvivor
remindsus:“Whattwoandone-halfyears[inhiding]meanscanonlybe
judgedbysomeonewhoexperienceditthemself.”49Theoneortwoan-
ecdotesthatsurvivorsintroduceintotheirtestimoniesare,Iargue,more
thanjustanexampleofwhattheyexperiencedinhiding.Rather,dueto
thenatureoftheOdFLebenslaufandtheproximityofthetestimoniesto
theendofthewar,thestoriessharedbysurvivorsarelikelyrepresentative
oftheiroverallpersonalexperienceoflivingsubmergedinthecity,that
oneinstanceormomentthatmust,bynecessity,standasrepresentative
fortheentireexperience.Thisisnottosaythatotherexperiencesomit-
tedfromtheOdFapplicationswerenotimportant.Indeed,someexpe-
rienceswereundoubtedlytoopainfulorpersonaltoshareorelsemight
have seemed irrelevant to achieving OdF recognition. Detailed testi-
moniesgiveninlaterdecadescertainlytestifytotheincompletenessof
theOdFapplicationsbutgenerallydonotcontradictthem;rather,they
elaborateuponthem.50Ultimately,whatwaswrittenmusthavestoodout
at thetimetothe individualapplicantas thebestand—perhaps,emo-
tionallyspeaking—easiestwaytoexpresswhatintheimmediatemonths
followingtheendofthewarwasanexperiencebeyondwords.

IfonefocusesprimarilyonOdFtestimonies,then,asthisbookdoes,
onemustberesignedtothelackofafirm,detailed,comprehensivenar-
rative arc of experience for each survivor encountered in these pages.
From a narrative perspective, this might seem frustrating; to follow an
individualactorthroughasignificantmomentintheirtimesubmerged,
onlytoseethemfadeoncemoreintotheshadowsofthecitywhenthat
momenthaspassed,toyswithourhumandesireforresolutionandcon-
nectiontoanindividualthatasoundliteraryarcgenerallyprovides.Nat-
urallyenough, this iswhymostdiscussionsofhiding inGermanyhave
workedwithlatertestimonies,inwhichthesurvivorprovidessignificant

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. Not for resale. 



16 • SubmergedontheSurface

detail and a generally solid chronological structure. Without question,
latertestimoniesareusefulandenlightening,andthisbookmakesuseof
them throughout, especially where these later accounts can illuminate
andconfirmearlierOdF testimonies.However, it favors theOdF testi-
moniespreciselyduetotheirlackofafirmnarrativearc.Toinvokethe
metaphoricallanguageofBerlin’sdivers,justasindividualsinhidingsub-
merged,resurfaced,andresubmergedagainandagainthroughoutthewar,
so,too,dotheirstories.Infact,onefinalreasontheOdFtestimoniesare
arguablythemostenlighteningofallsurvivortestimoniesisdueprecisely
totheirlackofaclearnarrativestructure.Theyspeaktomemoriesofthe
experience and not to how collective memory and societal need want
anexperiencetoberelated.Despitewhatevergapsininformationmight
existinanygivenindividualOdFrésumé,whenexamininghundredsof
OdFtestimoniestogether,asthisbookdoes,theindividualexperiences
work together tocomplementoneanother,witheach storypickingup
whereanotherhasleftoff.Assuch,itislessanyoneparticularindividual
whoseexperiencesspeakforordefinethehidingexperienceinBerlinand
itshistorythanthenecessaryandcomplexinterplay(sometimescomple-
mentaryandsometimescontradictory)betweenindividualvoicesstrug-
glingtobeheardafteryearsofpersecutionandsilence.

Why Berlin? The Capital of Nazi Germany 
as a Site of U-boat Survival

ThroughoutNazi-occupiedEurope,someJewsmadethedecisiontohide
inordertoevadealmostcertaindeath.Mostdidnotsucceed,although
successvariedfromcountrytocountry,andthechancesofsurvivalstill
werebetterthaninthecamps.Ahostoffactors,includinglocation,na-
tionality,Nazipolicy, theattitudesofthe localpopulation,gender,and
age,influencedwhenJewshid,howmanyhid,andhowmanysurvived.51
Althoughmoreresearchisnecessarytofullyfleshoutthesimilaritiesand
differencesofhidingduringtheHolocaust,thevariationsareintriguing.
Forexample,intheNetherlands,approximately16,100DutchJewsman-
agedto survive inhiding; theyhada survival rateofapproximately58
percent.52IntheWarsawGhetto,throughwhichapproximately490,000
Jewspassed,only5percentofJewsattemptedtohide,butthosewhodid
hadasurvivalrateofapproximately40percent(11,500).53WithinGer-
many’spre-1938borders, somewherebetweentenandtwelve thousand
JewssubmergedduringtheHolocaust,atleasthalfofwhomdidsoinBer-
lin;atleastfivethousandJewsmanagedtosurviveinhidingnationwide.54
Even still, less than 10 percent of Berlin Jews attempted to submerge,
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andofthosewhodid,onlyaroundone-quartersurvived.55Clearly,what-
everthecommonfearspromptingJewstohideandthefactorsinfluencing
theirchancesforsurvivalwere,thereisnosinglehistoryofhiding.

ConsideringBerlin’spositionascapitaloftheThirdReich, it isper-
hapssurprisingthatthecityisanimportantsiteofJewish-Germansur-
vivalduringtheHolocaust.Yetdespitethatposition,Berlinwasnotas
hopelessaplaceforJewstosubmergeasonemightexpect.Indeed,within
thecontextofwhatremainedofBerlin’sJewishcommunityinthewake
oftheHolocaust,Berlin’ssubmergedJewswerenotanegligiblepresence.
Of the roughly8,300Berlin Jewswho survived thewar, approximately
20.5percentwereU-boatsand22.9percentcampsurvivors,withthere-
maining 56.6 percent individuals who survived having done so due to
havingbeenmarriedtoaso-called“Aryan”spouseorthroughtheirsta-
tusasa“Half-Jew”(thatis,asaMischling).56Onthenationallevel,the
formerU-boatsaccount forat leastone-thirdofall Jewish survivors in
hidinginGermany(atitspre-1938borders).How,then,mightwebegin
toaccountfortheirsurvival,beyondissuesofluckorchanceorindividual
initiative? Inotherwords,was there somethingparticular aboutBerlin
thatenabledone-thirdofallGermanJewswhosurvivedinhidingtohave
donesoinandaroundthecity?

Weshouldtakecarewhenconsideringthisquestiontoneitherover-
statenorunderstatetheimportanceofthecity,thestructuralrealitiesof
Nazipolicy,andthecourseofthewarininfluencingchancesforsurvival,
therebydiminishingtheagencyofBerlin’sU-boatsorthebraveryofthose
whohelpedthem.Ontheonehand,thesefactorsundeniablyplayedcru-
cial roles in shapingbothchances for survival andexpressionsof indi-
vidualagencywhilelivingsubmergedinthecity;withoutthem,survival
rates inBerlinwouldhavebeenmuchdifferent.Ofcentral importance
therefore indeterminingratesof submergingandsurvival inBerlinare
threemainfactors:(1)thesheersizeofthecity;(2)thecity’ssizeableand
largelyacculturatedJewishpopulation;and(3)theevolutionandexpres-
sionofNaziantisemiticpolicyinthecity.

Asasprawlingmetropolis,Berlinofferedalargedegreeofanonymity,
importantforevadingcapture.57Jewslearnedearlyontoavoidneighbor-
hoodswheretheywereknown.By1939,thecitywashometoapproxi-
mately4.5millionpeoplespreadacross339squaremiles.InMarch1943,
whenmore than6,000 Jewswere living submerged, therewasapproxi-
matelyoneU-boatforevery69,200non-Jewsinthecity.Evenbeforethe
deportationsbegan,Jewsstillcouldbefoundlivingineachofthecity’s
twentyadministrativedistricts.58WhetherJewsspecificallysoughtoutre-
puteddistrictsofanti-Naziresistance(e.g.,WeddingandNeukölln)and
avoidedneighborhoodswithahigherconcentrationofNazis(e.g.,Steg-

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. Not for resale. 



18 • SubmergedontheSurface

litz)isunknown,yetsuchanexplanationseemstoosimple.First,theso-
cioeconomic–politicaldivisionsbetweenindividualneighborhoodswere
notalwaysas rigidas theymight seem.Even in largelywell-to-dopro-
Nazineighborhoods,certainworking-classstreetsharboredanumberof
formersocialdemocratandcommunistvoters.59Second,aconcentration
offugitiveJewsinanyoneareaofthecityeventuallywouldhavebeen
discoveredbytheGestapo.Enemieslurkedeverywhere,butresearchon
resistanceinBerlin’sneighborhoodsdemonstratesthathelpforJewsex-
istedthroughoutthecity.60Moreover,manysurvivorsremarkonhaving
livedwithdedicatedNaziswhoknewnothingoftheirtrueidentity.

AnotherimportantreasonwhysomanyJewssubmergedandsurvived
inBerlinwasthat44percentofallGermanJews(72,872)livedinthe
citywhenthedeportationsbeganthere inOctober1941.61Althougha
number of future divers had relocated to the city during the 1930s in
ordertoescapethehostilityofsmallertownsandlosethemselvesinthe
city’s anonymity, most either were native to the city or else had lived
therefordecades;theyknewhowlifeinthecityfunctioned,andnative
Berlinersalsounderstoodthenuancesofitscharacter.Remaininginthe
cityprovidedacertainlevelofcomfortandaknownconstantintheoth-
erwiseunstableandchaoticworldofhiding.ToleaveBerlinforunknown
territorywasrisky,andthoseJewswhodidleaveBerlintohideelsewhere
usuallydidsoaftersecuringajoboraplacetostay.Ofthe425testimonies
examinedforthisstudy,92survivors(or22percent)specificallyreference
leaving thecity.Theactualpercentage is likelyhigher.However,most
individualswholeftBerlindidnotspendtheentiretyofthewaroutside
thecity.And,ofthosewhodid,manystayednearby,intownsandvillages
suchasRangsdorf,Barnim,Bernau,Stahnsdorf,andStrausberg,all less
than forty miles away. Indeed, it is not uncommon to find testimonies
suchasthatofFelixZ.,whospentthemajorityofhistimehidingoutside
BerlinbutlistedBerlinaddressesforfourteenofhisfifteenhelpers.62

ThevalueofBerlinalsolayinthefactthatmostofthecity’sJewswere
anintegralpartofthecity’scharacterandhadlongsinceacculturatedto
non-Jewish society.63Until theNazi seizureofpower, Jewsparticipated
inallaspectsofGermanlife,livingalongside,workingwith,befriending,
andmarryingnon-Jews.Indeed,duringthe1920s,30percentofallJewish
marriagesinBerlinweretonon-Jews.64Inpostwarinterviews,survivors
occasionallyremarkonhavingfeltthemselvesoncetohavebeenapart
ofGermany,andweshouldnotunderestimateexactlyhowhelpfultheir
positionas“GermancitizensoftheJewishfaith”(asmanyviewedthem-
selves)andtheirfamiliaritywithGermanculturalandsocialmoreswere
forensuring their survival. Indeed, Jews’knowledgeofGermanand its
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myriaddialectsmitigateda significantculturalbarrier to survival.Else-
whereinEurope,particularlyfarthereast,lackofacculturationpresented
complications for Jews attempting to hide.65 In Poland, for example,
linguisticseparationputanumberofJewsinhidingatasignificantdis-
advantage,astheYiddishaccentofmanyofthemcouldbetraythem.66
Theresultwas that somePoleswereunwillingtohideJews,andwhen
theydid,culturaldifferencesoften forcedhidden Jews to remain silent
andoutof sight. Incontrast,Berlin’sdiversmovedaroundmore freely
andblendedinwithnon-Jewsmorereadily;evenbeforetheydived,their
knowledgeofGermanservedasacriticaladvantage.

CentraltounderstandingwhyBerlinisthelargestsiteofU-boatsur-
vivalwas the expressionofNazi antisemiticpolicy in the city. Jews in
Berlin,evenoncethedeportationsbegan,never facedthesamedegree
ofsocialorphysicalisolationfromnon-JewsthattheydidinEasternEu-
rope.Infact,approximately4,700Jewsmarriedtonon-Jewslivedlegally
in thecity throughout thewar.67These couplesoftenprovided invalu-
able aid to Jews attempting to evade arrest and deportation. Also, the
ghettos constructed in the east never materialized in the city, and de-
spitesegregatedworkareasandsemi-segregatedapartmentbuildings,Jews
hadvaluablecontactswithnon-Jews;whenthetimecametosubmerge,
diversoftenwereabletoturntothesecontactsforhelp.Indeed,unlike
inPoland,wherenon-JewscaughthidingJewswereexecutedsummarily
alongwiththeirentirefamily,non-JewishhelpersinBerlindidnotface
anautomaticdeathsentence.68InGermany,therewasnospecificcrime
forhidingJews,onlythebroadercrimeofJudenbegünstigung(aidingand
abettingJews),andthepunishmentforhelpingJewsvariedconsiderably,
rangingfromincarcerationinaconcentrationcamptoshorterprisonsen-
tencestofinestosometimesnothingatall.69Finally,JewslivinginBerlin
whenthedeportationsbeganbenefittedfromtherelativelylongduration
ofthemajordeportations(approximatelysixteenmonths).Althoughthe
firstdeportationsbeganinOctober1941,thelastofthemajordeporta-
tionsdidnotoccuruntil thebeginningofMarch1943, therebygiving
JewishBerlinersmoretimetogatherknowledgeofwhat“resettlement”
trulyentailed.70Moreover,theJewishpopulation,insheernumbers,re-
mainedsignificantlylargeruntilthatpointthaninotherlargeGerman
cities,meaningthatwhenthelastmajorroundupsofJewsbeganatthe
endofFebruary1943,theresimplyweremorepeoplearoundtosubmerge,
iftheywereableandwilling.Thissimpleyetessentialexplanationfinds
confirmation in Susanna Schrafstetter’s recent study of Jews who went
intohidinginandaroundMunich.AlthoughMunich,too,witnessedits
finalmajordeportationsatthesametimeBerlindid,theJewishcommu-
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nitytherehadalreadybeensodevastatedbyearlierdeportationsthatvery
fewJewswerestillleftinthecitytoflee.Tocompare:atthetimeofthe
lastmajordeportations in lateFebruary/earlyMarch1943,somefifteen
thousand Jews still worked as forced laborers in Berlin’s massive arma-
mentsindustry,jobsthathadshieldedthemfromtheearlierdeportations.
InMunich,thoseJewishworkersnumberedamere313.71

Finally,onenoteofcaution:althoughBerlin’sdiversbenefittedfrom
thehelpofthousandsofnon-Jews,boththroughorganizednetworksofre-
sistanceandinstancesofindividualbraveryandhumanityfromthecity’s
population,weneedtotakecarenottoromanticizeacitythatonlyone
decadebeforehadhadaninternational,progressive,cosmopolitanrepu-
tationthatfollowsittothisday.RegardlessofwhateverWeimarBerlin’s
reputationhadbeenformodernity,cabaret,avibrantgaycommunity,an
avant-garde arts scene, or a place where, to borrow from the historian
PeterGay,theoutsiderbecameinsider,antisemitismwasalreadyagrow-
ingforceinthecity.72AfterHitler’sseizureofpowerin1933,thatforce
increasedsteadilyuntil,by thetimethedeportationsbegan in1941, it
wasoverwhelming.Indeed,howeverunpopularNazismmighthavebeen
inthecitycomparedtootherregionsofthecountry,theNazisstillpolled
34.6percentofthevoteintheMarch1933elections(comparedto43.9
percentnationally).73AntisemiticviolenceunleashedbytheSAinthe
wakeofHitler’sseizureofpowerwasmatchedbythecity’sgovernment
issuingsomefifty-fiveantisemiticordinancesbytheendof1934,which
only increased in number as the years progressed. Although sympathy
forthepersecutionoftheJewscouldbefoundthroughoutthecity,even
manifestingitself invocalcriticismduringthewaveofantisemiticvio-
lencethatgrippedthecityinthesummerandfallof1938,theNaziscon-
tinuedtorampuptheirtargetingofJews.74EventhemembersofBerlin’s
non-Jewishpopulationwhoexhibited individualbraverybyattempting
bothbeforeandduringthedeportations,andalsointheyearsofsubmerg-
ing,toaidJewsasbestastheycouldwereoutnumberedbothbyardent
Nazisandbythosewholookedaway.Althoughperhapsasmanyasthirty
thousandBerlinersmighthavebeeninvolvedinactivelyshelteringJews
whohadfled theirdeportations,oftenwithoveronedozen individuals
involvedinhelpingasingleJew,thatwasstillaminisculepercentageof
thecity’sentirepopulation(lessthan1percent),andallittookwasone
actofdenunciationtodestroyeverything.Thus,whileweshouldnotfor-
getthecosmopolitanreputationthecitymightoncehavehad,andwhile
itsspiritmighthavelivedoninanynumberofindividualBerliners,we
shouldnotgivethecapitalofNaziGermanymorecreditthanitdeserves
inexplainingwhysomanyGermanJewsmanagedtosurvivethehorrors
oftheHolocaustsubmergedthere.
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Structure of the Book

Thisbookisdividedintofourchapters:“Submerging,”“Surviving,”“Liv-
ing,”and“Surfacing.”Eachofthesechaptersdealswiththemajorthemes
runningthroughthelivesandexperiencesofBerlin’sdivers.Eachchap-
teralsoissituatedchronologically,inordertoguidethereaderthrough
thecomplexityofsubmergedlifeinwartimeBerlin.Thisjuxtaposition
ofthemeandchronology,however,shouldnotbeunderstoodas limit-
ingthevariousexperiencescoveredineachchaptertoanygivenyear.
Rather,thisjuxtapositionisnecessarytoconveytheexperienceofliving
submerged in the city and the way those experiences were shaped by
thebroaderforcesofdeportation,thewar,andtheHolocaust.Moreover,
thethematicprogressionofthechaptersisbroadlyindicativeofthepro-
cessofhiding,whereinJewsfirstsubmergedandthenbegantheprocess
oflearningtosurvive.Oncesubmerged,Jewsthencouldandoftendid
takeadvantageoftheirknowledgeofthecitytotrytocarveoutasem-
blanceoflife-affirmingtasksandactivities.And,inthefinalmonthsand
weeksof thewar, theybeganthe slow,chaotic,anddangerousprocess
of surfacingand reclaimingapublic identity.Theseexperiences,how-
ever,weredirectlyinfluencedbythecourseofthewarandNazipolicy:
in other words, chronology and structural forces beyond the U-boats’
control.

Chapter1,“Submerging,”coversthefirstdeportationsinOctober1941
through the lastmajordeportations in earlyMarch1943.Thechapter
analyzes the threeavailable responses to thedeportations—compliance
with the deportation orders, suicide, and submerging—and argues that
although suicide andhidingwere clear rejectionsofNationalSocialist
policy,deportationwasnotonlysomethingthathappenedtoJews.Jews
consciouslyandactivelygrappledwithhow to respond to thedeporta-
tions.ThechapterconcludeswithadiscussionoftheLargeFactoryOp-
erationof28February–5March1943,aneventthattriggeredthelargest
numberofattemptstosubmerge.

Chapter2,“Surviving,”chroniclestherestof1943andusesthisfirst
full year of submerged life for many of the U-boats as a lens through
whichtoexaminethechallengesofsecuringfood,clothing,andshelter
whilenavigatingthedangersofarrestanddenunciation.Thischapterar-
guesthatsuccessfullycopingwiththechallengesofhidingwasalearning
processthroughoutwhichthecity’sdiversanddashersdevelopedanum-
berofstrategiestooptimizetheirchancesforsurvival.Thisfirstyearin
hidingalsowasthemostdangerousandaccountedforalmosttwo-thirds
ofallU-boatarrests.Assuch,submergedJewsneededtoadaptquicklyto
thethreatsfacingthem.
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Chapter3,“Living,”examines1944andbuildsoffthepreviouschap-
ter’s argument that survivalwasa learningprocess.Thechapterargues
thatacclimationtothecircumstancesofillegallifeandtheestablishment
ofvaluablecontactsandstrategiesforsurvivalenabledmanyU-boatsto
focus someof their energiesondevelopinga senseof routineandnor-
malityintheirlives.Thechapteralsoaddresseshowissuesoffriendship,
employment,andrecreationaswellasdarkerissuesofillness,death,and
rape influenced how survivors remembered the quality of their experi-
ences.Thechapterarguesthattheemotionalimpactofthesevariousex-
perienceswasasinfluentialintheconstructionofsurvivormemoriesof
livingsubmergedaswerethepurelyphysicalchallengesassociatedwith
theact.

Chapter4,“Surfacing,”coversthelastmonthsofthewarin1945.This
chapterlooksatthesteadilydecliningavailabilityoffoodandshelterfor
Jews,theincreasingdangerofarrestbytheGestapo,andtheapproach-
ingSovietArmyandhowitcreatednewavenuesforsurvivalaswellas
new difficulties. This chapter argues that even in the chaos caused by
the retreatof theGermanArmy, Jews stillwereable toutilize thecir-
cumstancescreatedbythewartocontinuallydevelopnewstrategiesfor
survival.Thisfinalchapteralsoanalyzesthewaysthatthehopesandfears
oftheremainingJewsinthecityattimesintersectedwiththoseofthe
non-Jewishpopulationandhowthosehopesandfearswerereflectiveofa
specificBerlinwartimeexperience.
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Chapter 1

SUBMERGING

Y•Z

The Prelude: Berlin, 1938–1941

On 10 June 1938, Joseph Goebbels, the Nazi minister for propaganda,
addressedoverthreehundredBerlinpoliceofficers:“Therallyingcryis
not law, but rather harassment. The Jews must get out of Berlin. The
policewillhelpmewiththat.”1ThefirstfiveyearsofNazirulewitnessed
thegradual,yetsteady,tighteningofrestrictionsagainstGermany’sJew-
ishpopulationandits increasingexclusionfromthecountry’spolitical,
cultural,social,andeconomiclife.2Berlinwasnotimmunetothesede-
velopments.However,1938witnessedthestartofevermoreviolentand
radicalpoliciesdesignedtoforcetheJewsfromGermansoil.Althoughap-
proximately30percentofBerlinJewshademigratedbytheendof1937,
over110,000stillremainedinthecity.3Moreover,despitethecontinual
attacksonJewishcommercialactivitythathadbeenoccurringsincethe
early1930s,Berlin’sJewishbusinesses(orthosedesignatedbytheNazis
as Jewish businesses) had managed to persevere to a surprising degree.
Although the size of Jewish-owned businesses had shrunk dramatically
overtheprecedingfiveyears(withavastmajoritytoosmalltobelistedin
thecity’scommercialregister),ChristophKreutzmüllerarguesthatover
42,750Jewishbusinessescontinuedtoexistaslateasthesummerof1938
(downfromaround50,000in1933),withsome6,500stilllargeenough
tobe listedon the commercial register.4YetNazi determination to rid
thecountryofJewsincreasedexponentiallyduringtheyear,asreflected
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ina“surgeofdecrees”designedtodestroyallJewishcommercialactivity,
fully isolate Jews fromnon-Jews, andbring the stillnominally autono-
mous JewishcommunitiesfirmlyunderNazibureaucraticcontrol.5The
finalbreakwiththeregime’smoregradualpoliciesofeconomicandsocial
isolation came on the night of November 9–10, 1938, when the Nazi
authoritiesunleashedawaveofterrorandviolenceagainstJewsnotseen
sincethemiddleages:Kristallnacht.6

The events of Kristallnacht marked a turning point for the Jews of
Germany.Anyremainingillusionsofsafetyvanished,asdidtheideaofa
JewishfutureinGermany.InBerlin,NazihordesledbytheSAransacked
anddestroyedhundredsofJewishbusinesses(exactfiguresareunknown),
setablazenineofthecity’stwelvesynagogues,and,amidthebeatingsand
killings,arrestedorattemptedtoarrestsometwelvethousandBerlinJews,
sendingapproximatelythreethousandindividualstotheSachsenhausen
concentrationcampintheBerlinsuburbofOranienburg.7Thefinancial
consequencesalsoweredevastating. In the immediatewakeof thepo-
grom,theNazisimposedacollectivefineofonebillionReichsmarkson
thecountry’sJews.8Onemonthlater,theNazisorderedthenationwide
AryanizationorliquidationofallremainingJewish-ownedbusinesses;the
processtooktime,butbetween1938and1941,5,577Jewish-ownedbusi-
ness closed.9 Observing the turmoil around her, the non-Jewish diarist
RuthAndreas-Friedrichwrote,“NowIknowit.TheJewishwarhasbe-
gun...withanattackacrosstheboard.”10Indeed,inhistoricalhindsight,
theeventsofKristallnachtpresagedtheimminentwaragainstEurope’s
Jews.11

BerlinJewswerecaughtinasnareofdegradingnationalandcitylaws
designedtocompletethe isolationmeasures takenagainst themduring
the first five years of Nazi rule. In December 1938, the German labor
officecreatedaseparateCentralAdministrativeOfficeforJewstocoor-
dinateallissuesrelatingtoJewishhousing,food,insurance,andlabor.12
Segregatedforcedlabor,introducedattheendof1938forallunemployed
Jews, became official policy by 1940.13 Social ordinances banning Jews
frommostpublicspacesandJewishchildrenfromattendingschoolwith
non-Jewswerefollowedbydozensofhumiliatingordinancespertaining
to rationcards,pets,bicycles, shopping times, curfews,housing restric-
tions,andtheconfiscationofallvaluables.14InJanuary1939,theNazis
requiredallJewsnotinaprivilegedmixedmarriagetoaddeitherSaraor
Israeltotheirnames.15Theoutbreakofwarin1939onlyintensifiedNazi
efforts to exclude and degrade. The steady eviction of Jews from their
homes and government attempts to relocate them to so-called Jewish
houses( Judenhäuser)servedtofurtherisolateJewsfromnon-Jews.16On1
September1941,theintroductionoftheJudenstern(JewishStar)allowed
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theauthoritiestomonitorthemovementsofBerlinJewsandbetterpre-
venttheirinteractionwithnon-Jews.17DailylifecontinuedintheJewish
communitybut inan increasinglyproscribedandunstable form.Those
whotriedtocircumventthemyriadrestrictions—andmanyofthefuture
U-boatsdid—riskedarrest,imprisonment,andearlydeportation.

TheNazisalsoconsolidatedthecountry’sremainingJewishcommuni-
tiesfirmlyunderanewlycreatedumbrellaorganization:DieReichsver-
einigung der Juden in Deutschland (The National Association of Jews
inGermany).18Underthenominalcoverof“Jewishself-administration,”
theReichsvereinigungwasresponsibleforcoordinatingallfacetsofJew-
ishlife:welfareservicesforthenow-impoverishedJewishcommunity;fa-
cilitatingJewishemigration;rationcarddistribution;and,asofOctober
1941, the organization of deportation lists. In reality, the Reichsverei-
nigungwasunderthedirectcontroloftheGestapoandwasresponsible
forenactingitsantisemiticpolicies.AlthoughtheReichsvereinigungat-
tempted tocare for the Jewishcommunity, itsprimary functionby the
closingmonthsof1941wasthecoordinationoftheJewishcommunityin
GermanyinpreparationfortheFinalSolution.19

Inresponsetoincreasingandunrelentingpersecution,Jewsthrough-
outGermanyscrambledtoprocuretheaffidavitsandvisasnecessaryfor
emigration.Manysucceeded.InBerlinalone,between1933andtheout-
breakofwarinSeptember1939,someeightythousandJewsemigrated.20
Thesenumbersdeclined,however,asanumberofpotentialplacesofref-
ugeeitherwereatwarwithGermanyoralreadyconquered.Moreover,
the restrictive quotas set by many countries and the fantastic sums of
money required to procure visas hindered mass emigration. Although
KristallnachthadawokenmostJewstothedangersfacingthem,theen-
suingthreeyearsdidnotgivemostofthemenoughtimetoescape.Inher
memoirs,IngeDeutschkron,afutureU-boat,remarked,“FortheGerman
Jews, even the most German among them, the events of November 9
were an alarm signal. Some believed that it was now five minutes be-
foretwelve.Actually, formostof themitwasalreadyfiveminutespast
twelve—too late.”21 Indeed, when Heinrich Himmler ordered the halt
tomostemigrationinOctober1941(emigrationstillbeinganoptionfor
averysmallnumber),73,842Jewsremainedtrappedinthecapitalofa
countrysoonbentontheirextermination.22

On18October1941,atraincarrying1,013individualsleftBerlinfor
LitzmannstadtintheReichsgauWarthelandofwhathad,untilSeptem-
ber1939,beenPoland.23Thistransportwasthefirstofalmosttwohun-
dred that departed from Berlin during the next three and a half years
for various ghettos, concentration camps, and extermination camps in
Eastern Europe. After eight years of various approaches to solving the
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“JewishQuestion,”inthewakeoftheinvasionoftheSovietUnionon22
June1941,Naziantisemiticpolicyquicklybegantocoalescearoundthe
decisiontoexterminateEurope’sentireJewishpopulation.Evenstill,the
processwasunevenandpiecemeal,anditwaslargelyinitiatedawayfrom
theBerlinmetropole.Whiletheprocessofsystematicexterminationof
SovietJewshadbeguninSeptemberandOctober1941,PolishJewshad
already been dying in great numbers since 1939 through ghettoization
andtheensuingdisease,starvation,andsporadickillings.Yetwhenthe
firstdeportationtrainleftBerlininOctober1941,thefateofJewishGer-
manswasstillsomewhatunclear,astheywerenotinitiallymarkedforin-
clusionintheexterminationmeasuresalreadysweepingEasternEurope.
Indeed, thechiefpurposeof theWannseeConference (initially sched-
uledfor9December1941)wastoclarifythepositionofJewishGermans
andwhoshouldbeincludedinthedeportationmeasures.Thischanged,
however,withthedeclarationofwaragainsttheUnitedStates,whichul-
timatelypushedthemeetingoftheconferencebackto20January1942.
Critically,on12December1941,HitlergaveaspeechtohisReichsleiter
andGauleiter,indictingJewsasresponsibleforwhatwasnowaworldwar;
itwasonlyatthispoint,asChristianGerlachargues,thattheinclusion
of JewishGermans in theexterminationofEuropean Jewrybecamean
officialreality.24Thus,despitebeingthecapitaloftheThirdReich,Berlin
wasnotleadingthewayinsettingexterminationpolicy,andBerlin’sJews
couldhavehadnowayofknowingwhatawaitedthem,astheirposition
intheFinalSolutionwasstillbeingworkedout.OnlywiththeWannsee
Conferencedid the relevant government agencies accept theprogram,
therebycoordinatingthefateofGermany’sJewswiththesystematicde-
portationandmurderofoversixmillionEuropeanJews.Fromthispoint
on,althoughthesizeandfrequencyofthedeportationsfromBerlinfluc-
tuated, theNazisnever swayed from theirultimategoalofmaking the
Germancapitaljudenfrei(freeofJews).25

Thefreneticsixteenmonthsbetweentheendofmostemigrationand
the lastof themajor transportsoutofBerlin inMarch1943witnessed
threemaintypesofindividualresponsetoNazipersecution:compliance,
suicide,andsubmerging.Afourthoption,escapefromNaziGermanyto
aneutralcountry,wasincrediblydifficulttopulloffandwillbeexamined
inchapter2.Eachresponse,evencompliance,containedsomelevelof
consciouschoice,andthischapterpaysparticularattentiontotherela-
tivelybroadscopeofpersonalagencystillaffordedthecity’sJews.These
responses toNazi terrordidnotoperate independentlyofoneanother,
andeachindividualresponsetothedeportationsinvariablyinformedthe
decisionsofothers.Theissueofcompliancecertainlyprovokedconsider-
abledebatewithintheJewishcommunity.Suicidewasnotonlyanactof
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despair;itwasalsoarejectionofNazipersecution.Awareofthechoices
beforethem,approximately6,500Jewschoseneithercompliancenorsui-
cide.Theseindividualsinsteadchosetosubmerge.Thefactorsprompting
thisresponsevariedoverthecourseofsixteenmonths,asdidtherates
ofsubmerging.Indeed,Jewsdidnotbegintofleethetransportsenmasse
until the last quarter of 1942, peaking during the Große Fabrik-Aktion 
(LargeFactoryOperation)at theendofFebruary1943,whenapproxi-
mately4,700Jewssubmerged.

Compliance

MostJewsobeyedtheir“evacuation”summons.Noonereasonexplains
the seeming lack of resistance to the deportations among the Jewish-
Germanpopulace.InitialstudiesonthesubjectreinforcedviewsofJews
as “archetypical victims.”26 Criticism has been scathing, emphasizing
the seeming naïveté of Jewish-Germans as well as their misguided pa-
triotismandfaithintheirownsecurity.27Whyelse,theargumentruns,
wouldtheyhaveagreedtoameasurethatinmostcaseswasadeathsen-
tence? Jewshadacculturatedwell toGerman society,beginning in the
mid-nineteenthcentury.28InBerlin,inparticular,Jewishcontributionsto
thehistoryandcultureofthecitywereconsiderable.29Proudtoconsider
themselves“GermancitizensoftheJewishfaith,”theyservedbravelyin
theFirstWorldWaralongside theirgentilecompatriots.Eightyearsof
Nazirulehadasoberingeffect,butthenotionofsystematicextermina-
tionwasasunthinkableasitwasunprecedented.Moreover,widespread
acculturationhadtheeffectofconvincingsomeJewishGermansthatthe
“Jews”towhomtheNazisreferredcouldnotpossiblyincludethem.30Nazi
“camouflage”policyalsocomplicated the issue. Justas the regime later
tried topassoff thegaschambersas showers toassuage the fearsof its
victimsandensuretheircooperation,theNazisalsoallowedmanyofthe
deportedtowritelettersbackhome,insomecasesaslateas1943.The
noteswereoftenbrief:“Iamfine.IaminLodz.Sendpackages.”31Others
weremorecrypticandtroubling:“Sendussomethingtoeat,wearestarv-
ing...[d]on’tforgetme...Icryallday.”32Suchdisturbingmessagesnot-
withstanding,fewpeopleinthecity,atleastuntil1942,hadaclearidea
ofwhathadhappenedtotheirfriendsandfamily,eveniftheirsuspicions
oftheworstbegantogrow.33

ThestereotypeoftheobedientGerman,Jewandnon-Jewalike,also
hascontributedtoexplanationsconcerningJewishwillingnessnotonly
to board the transports but also to comply with earlier antisemitic or-
dinances,especiallywithregardstofloutingrestrictionsdemandingthat
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JewsweartheJudensternatalltimesinpublic.Norwerethesecritiques
solelytheproductofhindsight.EvensomeJewish-Germanobserversat
thetime,includingthosewholatersubmerged,offeredscathing—indeed,
unfair—critiquesoftheirfellowJews,evengoingsofarastoimplyasim-
plistic link between those who obeyed Nazi ordinances in the months
leadinguptothestartofthedeportationsandthosewhoendedupcom-
plyingwiththeirdeportationorders.ThefutureU-boatKurtLindenberg,
aprominentrecurringactorinthefirsttwochaptersofthisbook,wasone
such individual.Writingabouthis experiences inNaziBerlin,Linden-
bergofferedthefollowingobservationontheattitudesofBerlin’sJewish
populationin1941:

Atthistime,theJewsinBerlinbegantodivideclearly intotwogroups.
Thefirstgroupconsistedofsuchpeoplewhosurrenderedtotheirsituation
withacertainfatalismandwillinglyobeyedallprohibitionsandlawswith
aviewtoantagonizingtheiroppressorsaslittleaspossible.Alargeportion
ofthisgroupviewedthepeopleoftheothergroupwithanabsolutehos-
tilitythatsometimesledtodenunciations(Iampersonallyawareofsuch
cases).TheothergroupconsistedofJewswhohadacertainwilltoresist.
Theycircumventedwithcunningandspiteasmanyprohibitionsaspossi-
ble,partlyinordertotakepleasureinasmanybrightspotsaspossiblein
theirbedeviledlife,andpartlyoutofpurejoyinnotobeyinginanyway
theabhorrentNationalSocialists.Thefirstgroupspeculatedonaspeedy
endtothewar,whilethesecondgroupforesawthataspeedyendtothewar
wasoutofthequestionandthatsoonerorlaterallJewsinGermanythat
onecouldget theirhandsonwouldbekilled regardlessofwhether they
behaved“obediently”or“disobediently.”34

Lindenbergwrotethesewordsin1944fromthesafetyofneutralSweden.
HistestimonyispepperedwithsuchscathingindictmentsofJewishGer-
mans.Hiscommentswerealsoinfluencedbyhindsightatthetimeofhis
writingandthecredencehegaveearlyontotherumorstricklinginfrom
the east about the fate of deported Jews. That Lindenberg’s prescience
on thismatter andhis combative, independent spirit savedhis life are
undeniable.Nor isLindenbergentirely incorrectthatacertain“will to
resist”andaprofoundmistrustof“resettlement”characterizedanumber,
likelyamajority,ofthefutureU-boats.Still,thedivideheportrays,while
instructiveinpaintingageneralpictureaboutJewishattitudestowardthe
Nazistateontheeveofdeportationin1941,istoosimplistic.Anum-
berofJewswhochosetosubmergeworethestar,kepttheirheadsdown,
followedNazi-issuedordinances,andpursuedlegalmeanstoforestallde-
portationuntilsubmergingwastheironlyremainingchoice.Lindenberg’s
testimony,althoughrecognizingthepowerfulroleofthestateanditsor-
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gansinshapingthebehaviorsandattitudesofGermans(Jewsandnon-
Jews),demandsmorefromBerlin’sJewsthanmanycouldgiveandfailsto
recognizeacomplexoffactorsleadingtoJewishcomplianceasthedepor-
tationsbegan.ThisisespeciallytrueinlightofthewaythattheNazis,in
additiontotheirownordinancesandlaws,alsoforcedtheadministrative
apparatusoftheJewishcommunity,theReichsvereinigungderJudenin
Deutschland (NationalAssociationof Jews inGermany), and its lead-
erstoensurethecooperationoftheJewishpopulation.Indeed,by1941,
employeesoftheReichsvereinigungfoundthemselvesintheunenviable
positionofdrawingupdeportationlists.35Moreover,Lindenbergalsodis-
countstheconsequencesofoutrightdefiance,whichonlyworsenedthe
situationof the community.Thus,when twenty employees of theBer-
linJewishCommunityfledfromatransportdestinedforRigainOctober
1942,theNazisarrestedtwentyemployeesoftheJewishCommunityand
theReichsvereinigung;ultimately,sevenwereexecutedattheSachsen-
hausenconcentrationcamp.36Fear,notperceivedinnateGermanobedi-
enceorabeliefin“weatheringthestorm,”wasadominantfactoratwork.

JewsalsocompliedwithNaziordinancesandtheeventualevacuation
ordersbecausetheyoftenhadorfelttheyhadnorecourse.Afteryearsof
growing isolation,manyBerlin Jews, like their compatriots throughout
thecountry,alreadyhadexperienceda“socialdeath.”37Helpfromnon-
Jewsoftenwasnotpossible;yearsofantisemiticpolicyandsocialpressure
had weakened or destroyed former friendships and acquaintanceships.
Thefeelingthatfollowingthedeportationorderswastheonlyoptionwas
particularlyacuteamongfamilieswishingtoremaintogether.Takingin
afamilywasnexttoimpossibleformostGermans,duetolackofspace
andfood,andveryfewlargefamilieswentintohiding.Ontheeveofhis
family’ssubmerging,forexample,theonediverheardhismotherremark
“thattherewerefourofthemand,assuch,hadnopossibilitytoflee.”38
Evenwhensubmergingwasapossibility,somefamiliesoptedfordeporta-
tionratherthandispersingandlivingsubmergedbutseparatedfromone
another:“Wewillremaintogether!”39Also,aftereightyearsofhumilia-
tionandpersecution,manypeoplenolongerhadthewilltoresist.Gerda
Finkandherhusbandescaped fromthecollectioncampontheGroße
Hamburger Straße in order to evade deportation. Her father, however,
simplyhadgivenup:“Myfather’snervesweresoweakenedbythedeath
ofmymotherandsorrowover thecarryingoffofour relations,aswell
asbyyears-longpersecution,thatnothingmatteredanymore.Whenwe
werepickedupattheendof1942,hemadenoattempttoescapethese
criminals.”40Bythetimethedeportationsbegan,manypeopleweretoo
emotionallyorphysicallybrokentocopewiththeuncertaintyandinsta-
bilityofsubmerging.
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Fearanddespairwerenottheonlyemotionalfactorsthatinfluenced
thedeportees.Communalsolidarityandfamilialloveinthefaceofper-
secutionalsoprovideapowerfulexplanationforwhypeopleboardedthe
trains. The very agency that enabled some Jews to flee also presented
manywithdilemmasaboutwhethertodoso.AmongZionists,thedeci-
siontogointohidingorcomplywiththedeportationorderswasamatter
ofprinciple.41Byearly1942,manyZionists inBerlin reached thecon-
clusion that they should demonstrate their solidarity with their Jewish
brothersandsistersandallowthemselvestobedeported.Hechalutz,the
Zionistyouthmovementdedicatedto Jewishresettlement inPalestine,
debated thematter.Onemember“...believed theHechalutzpioneers
hadthe‘holyobligation’toleadtheJews,eventodeportation,”andmany
sharedthisopinion,arguing,inparticular,againsttearingapartfamilies.42
Others, however, embraced the ideas of flight and escape, rather than
“letting [themselves] be slaughtered like an animal by the Nazis.”43 As
rumorsbegantocirculatein1942aboutthefinalfateofthe“resettled”
Jews,thediscussionacquiredanewairofurgency.44SomeZionistsopted
todive,withaneyeonmakingittotheSwissborderandcarryingout
anewmissionto“bearwitnessforposterityoftheworkoftheGerman
Hechalutz and the Youth Aliyah.”45 Contact with a Swiss branch of
Hechalutz,whichhelpedfacilitateescapeovertheborderforJews,made
thisanappealingalternativeforthosewhorejecteddeportation.46

Inadditiontopoliticalandmoralconsiderations,manyJewsultimately
decided to go into hiding for personal reasons. The U-boat Gad Beck
stated inhismemoirs, “Intheend, lovewas thefinal factor inmaking
thedecisiontoliveillegally”; inthisway,heremainedwithhis friends
andfamily.47Conversely, loveforone’s familyoftenwasadrivingforce
behindobeying thedeportation summons.48Oneevening in the fallof
1942,thebrothersofManfredLewin,Beck’sfirstlove,summonedhimto
theirapartment.TheGestapohadarrestedtheir familywhile theyhad
beenatwork.Thebrothers,however,decidedtojointheirfamilyatthe
collectioncenter in theGroßeHamburgerStraße.Determined to save
Manfred,BeckwenttoManfred’sbosstodiscussthesituation.Theboss
lentBeckhisson’s rather ill-fittingHitlerYouthuniform.Wearingthis
camouflage,Beckapproachedtheofficerinchargeatthecollectioncen-
ter.HeclaimedthatLewinwasasaboteurandpossessedkeystoseveral
apartmentsunderrenovation.HepromisedtoreturnLewinimmediately,
and the two left thecollectioncamp.However,Manfred soon stopped
Gad:“Gad,Ican’tgowithyou.Myfamilyneedsme.”49

There is, to be sure, something a bit implausible about the circum-
stancessurroundingManfred’srelease,andthefarewellbetweenthesetwo
friendsisperhapsabitstylizedinitspublishedretellingmorethanhalf
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acenturylater.Onthewhole,however,thereisgoodreasontobelieve
thatBeckwastellingthetruth,perhapsliterally,perhapsfiguratively.If
thetaleBeckspuntohaveManfredreleasedseemsimplausible,wemust
bear inmind that stranger and evenmore improbable events occurred
duringtheHolocaustthatsavedpeople’slives.Indeed,otherequallydar-
ingandseeminglyimplausiblemomentsrecordedinBeck’smemoirfind
confirmation inboth survivor testimonyaswell asNazipolice records.
Still,wemustreckonwiththisparticularmoment,inwhichBecklosthis
firstlove,notbeingliterallytrue;thisscene,afterall,mighthavebeena
wayforBecktosaygoodbyetoapersonheneverhadthechancetosay
goodbyeto,apersonwhosememoryfollowedhimfortherestofhislife.
Evenifthiswerethecase,thereisadeeper,perhapsevenmorepowerful
truth to this scene,a truthoftenattested toby survivors: love.Love is
animpossiblevaluetoquantify,anditspowerfulroleshouldnotbeun-
derestimated.Inthiscase,asincountlessothers,thelovethatprompted
BecktosubmergewastheverysamelovethatdrovemanyJewstoshare
thefateoftheirfamilies—regardlessofwhattheykneworsurmisedabout
whatawaitedthemintheeast—andstaytogetherwhentheirdeportation
notificationcardsarrived.

Themotivesforcompliancewithdeportationordersvariedconsider-
ably:fearanddespair,physicalandemotionalexhaustion,familiallove,
and solidarity are only some of the reasons why so many Jews obeyed
ordersfor“evacuation.”Doubtless,otherreasonsremainunknown,hav-
ingperishedwiththeirvictims.AlthoughmanyJewsdidnotconsider
defianceor resistance(in the formof suicideor submerging), theydid
grappleconsciouslyandconstantlywiththegraveimplicationsoftheir
predicament. Evidence demonstrates that deportation was an omni-
present subjectofdiscussionanddebateamongJewsandnotmerelya
tragedythattheyacceptedwithquietresignation.Indeed,forthosewho
madetheconsciousdecisiontofollowtheirdeportationorderswiththeir
heads held high and their eyes open, the act of compliance, to put a
spinonLawrenceLanger’sterm,wasquitepossiblytheirlast“choiceful
choice.”

Suicide

Despite the more than fifty thousand Berlin Jews whom the Nazis de-
portedwithlittleornodifficulty,othersrefusedtogo.On11November
1941,EugenandAnnaV.,bothagedfifty-sixyears,endedtheirlivesby
gassingthemselvesintheirkitchen.Besidesrequestingthattheirbodies
becremated,thecoupleV.leftanotefortheirchildren:
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[D]earestChildren!
Whatwewillnowdo,wedo inorder to shortenanago-

nizing,degradinglife.Itmustbearelievingthoughttoknow
thatweareatpeace,ratherthantormentedandhuntedand
inwardlyworndown,vegetatingfarfromhome.Wearenow
peaceful and happy, more so than we have been for a long
time.Weatesupper,arenowdrinkingaglassofwine,andwill
thenheadintothekitchenforourfinalsleep.Thinkback3
years: thushaveour days andnights become, though graver
still,sinceallprospectofrescuenowseemsimpossible.Weare
toooldtoawaitdifferenttimes;holdtight.Remainstrong,up-
right,andunbroken,anddonotmournforus.Wewillbefine,
onceallispassed.Somanypeoplearenowdyingintheprime
oflife.

Thethoughtofneverhearingfromyouagainisadifficult
one;andyetwiththefuturethatwouldliebeforeusshouldwe
live,wewouldstillhavetoplanonhearingnothingfromyou
forquitesometime.Wecouldneverbeofhelporcomfortto
you.Butdonotbebitter!Thedifficultlifethatyoumustlead
will educate you inways different than the secure existence
ofouryouthcould.Still,ratherthanknowingthatyouarein
misery,persecutedandhunted,Iwouldpreferyoudead.And
soshouldyouviewourchoicetomoveon.

 Mylastthoughtsgowithyou.
  YourMother

 Allmythoughtsandfeelingsarewithyou.
  YourFather.50

ThisletterisbutoneofmanycomposedbyJewsthroughoutGermany
during theyearsofNationalSocialist ruleasafinal testament to their
desperation,theirrejectionofNazipersecution,and,inmanycases,their
finalactof“self-assertion.”51ToquotethehistorianKonradKwiet,“Sui-
cidewas theultimateandmost radical attempt toeludeNazi terror.”52
Facedwithanuncertainfutureor,forthosewhobelievedthewhispers,
massmurder and imminentdeath,well overone thousandBerlin Jews
committed suicide, with perhaps as many as two thousand Berlin Jews
taking their lives during the main period of the deportations from the
city(October1941–March1943).53Persecutionandfearofdeportation
werenottheonlymotivatingfactorsbehindsuicide.However,thehigh
rate of Jewish suicides during this period and extensive eyewitness ac-
countsleavenodoubtofastronglinkbetweendeportationandsuicideas
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wellasagrowingsuspicionthroughout1942thattheNaziswerekilling
thoseJewstheyhaddeported.54Althoughadirectlinkbetweensuicide
andsubmergingismoredifficulttoestablish,thepervasivenessofsuicide
inthecitydidhaveanimpactonthefutureU-boats.Manyexperienced
thepainoflosinglovedonesatthistime.Indeed,someindividualswho
ultimately endedupdivingfirst tried to take their own life.Moreover,
suicidebecamesucharecognizedanddailyresponsetoNazipersecution
thatfeigningtheactbecameausefuldecoyforsomeJewswhosubmerged.

InhispostwarcommentaryonthefateoftheJewishcommunityinBer-
lin,theU-boatandprominentpostwarJewishWestBerlinerSiegmund
Weltlinger estimated that of the approximately 160,000 Jews living in
Berlinin1933,roughly7,000diedinBerlinduringthefollowingtwelve
years, themajorityof themthrough suicide.55Nationwide, thefigure is
closeto10,000.56ChristianGoeschelestimatesthatthedeportationyears
between1941and1943accountedforanywherebetween3,000and4,000
suicides of Jews throughout Germany.57 His argument that “German-
JewishsuicideswereaparticularresponsetoNaziracialpolicy”issound.58
Indeed,throughoutthe1930s,suicidenumbersamongGermanJewsgen-
erally peaked during major instances of Nazi persecution (e.g., the na-
tionwideboycottofJewishbusinessesorganizedinApril1933orinthe
aftermathofKristallnacht inNovember1938).59Eyewitness testimony,
thecorrelationbetweenpersecutionandsuiciderates,andtheobserva-
tionsandattitudesoftheauthoritiesallvalidatehisclaimthatsuicidebe-
came“aneverydayphenomenonamongGermanJews.”60Whenthefirst
transport leftBerlinon18October1941, suicidesof Jewstherefore in-
creaseddramatically.61In1941,334JewstooktheirlivesinBerlin,and64
othersmadetheattempt.62In1942,888Jewskilledthemselvesand168
Jewstriedtodoso.63Thus,thenumberofsuicidesandattemptsbyJewsin
Berlinmorethandoubledafterthedeportationsbegan.Finally,inthefirst
quarterof1943,whenthelastofthelarge-scaledeportationstookplace,
205endedtheirlives,withanadditional29attempts.64Themainmotive
forthesesuicideswas“racialpersecution,”andtheNazisknewit.65Police
recordsfrequentlynoted“upcomingevacuation”or“fearofdeportation”
as reasons for suicides and suicide attempts. However, official statistics
donotlistdeportationasamotiveforsuicide.66Rather,theauthorities
categorizedallsuicidesaccordingtosevenmotivatingfactors:“Economic
Difficulties”;“IncurableDisease”;“MelancholyorPoorNerves”;“Love-
sickness”;“FearofPunishment”;“FamilyDisputes”;and“OtherReasons.”
Authorities listedJewishsuicidesoverwhelminglyunder thisfinalcate-
gory.Inthefirstquarterof1943,when205Jewscommittedsuicides,all
but seven suicides were listed under “Other Reasons.”67 Similarly high
proportionsofsuicideslistedunder“OtherReasons”arefoundinevery
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quarterlyperiodbetween1941and1943.Contemporaryaccountsfromthe
NaziauthoritiesandJewssuggestastrongcorrelationbetweenthedeporta-
tionsandincidentsofJewstakingtheirlives.Thisconnectionalsoexplains
whysuicideratesspikedwhendeportationtransportsleftthecity.68Thefact
that142Jewstooktheirlivesinthesecondquarterof1942while381did
sointhethirdquarterreflectsthejumpinthenumberoftransportsfrom17
to62.69Thus,Naziracialpolicyandthedeportationslikelyaccountforthe
vastmajorityofthesuicideslistedunder“OtherReasons.”70

The rate of successful suicides among Jews was higher than among
non-Jews,indicatingeitheralevelofconfidenceintheirchoice,amore
reliablemethod,orboth.71YetasmallnumberoffutureU-boatsalsotried
endingtheirlivesduringthisperiod.Bornin1896,GreteKleinwasthe
daughterof the formerdirectorof theKönigsbergoperatic theater.On
29October1941,however,shewaswaitingattheLevetzowstraßeSyn-
agoguecollectionpoint fora transportheadedtoLitzmannstadt inPo-
land.72Determinedtokillherself,shemanagedtostealpoisonfromthe
doctors’quarters.However,herattemptfailed,andshespentthefirstthree
weeksofNovemberrecoveringintheJewishHospital.73Duringthistime,
anon-Jewishacquaintanceofherfather’svisitedherregularly,despitethe
potentialprisonsentenceinvolvedforthosewhomaintained“friendlyre-
lationships”with Jews.74Afterherconvalescence,Grete registeredwith
theJewishWorkOfficeandwenttoworkattheElectroluxfirminBer-
lin-Tempelhof.Shestayedtherefortwomonthsbeforeturningtoherfa-
ther’sacquaintanceandhislandladyforhelpinsubmerging.Greteandthe
veryfewotherswithsimilarexperienceswerefortunate;theauthoritiesde-
portedmostJewswhoattemptedsuicideimmediatelyaftertheirrecovery.75

Bythemiddleof1942,suicideamongtheJewishcommunityinBerlin
had reached epidemic proportions and no longer surprised anyone, in-
cludingtheGestapo.Armedwiththisknowledge,someJewsintending
tosubmergefeignedtheirowndeaths.AttheendofOctober1942,Edith
RuthEpstein,fearingdeportation,wroteherparentsagoodbyenotein-
formingthemofherplanstocommitsuicide;shethenfled.76Edithwas
notalone.Twomonthslater,onthenightof9January1943,Dr.Arthur
Arndt,hiswifeLina,andtheirtwochildren,RuthandErich,lefttheir
apartment inKreuzberg anddeparted to their respectivehidingplaces.
Before leavingtheapartment,Dr.Arndt leftbehindasuicidenote, in-
formingtheauthoritiesofthefamily’sintentiontoendtheirlives.77Edith
andDr.Arndthoped that a suicidenotewould throw theGestapooff
theirtrailforatime.InthetimeittooktheGestapotoverifythesuicide
notes,divers feigning suicidehadgainedavaluablewindowof time to
disappear.Ofcourse, falsesuicidenotesdidnotprotectthosewhosub-
merged indefinitely. Without excellent forged papers, pass inspections
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anddenunciationsensnaredthousandsofU-boats.Feigningsuicide,al-
thoughpotentiallyuseful,wasoflimiteduse.Theselimitationsnotwith-
standing,fakingone’sdeathisanearlyexampleofhowsomeJewsinthe
city managed to manipulate the oppressive conditions created by the
Nazistotheirownadvantage.

Submerging

Suicidewasnot theonlyoption for Jewswho refused their evacuation
summons.ErnstBorchardttookadifferentpath:“Asthesituationofthe
Jewsbecameevermorecritical,Idecided,inordertoescapethelooming
deportation, to live illegally.”78 Borchardt was not alone in his choice.
Betweenautumn1941andMarch1943,approximately6,500Jewsinthe
city attempted “to live illegally.” Unlike suicides, however, which par-
alleledtheriseandfallinthenumberoftransportsleavingthecity,the
prevalenceofpeoplesubmergingfollowedadifferentlogic.Althoughev-
eryactofhidingwasadirectresponsetothedeportations,notalldeporta-
tionspromptedlargenumbersofJewstohide.Indeed,untilautumn1942,
thetransportshadaminimalimpactonhidingrates.Theprevalenceof
submerging,thespecificfactorspromptingonetodoso,andhowonecar-
riedouttheactvariedoverthesixteenmonthsbetweenthefirsttransport
leavingBerlininOctober1941andthefinal,large-scaleroundupofthe
city’sJewishpopulaceattheendofFebruary1943.

A confluence of factors influenced when and how Jews submerged.
Survivors discuss the deteriorating position of Jews in the city, receipt
oftheirevacuationnotice,orelsetheirnarrowescapefromtheGestapo
whileatworkoronthestreet.Ratesofsubmergingandtheprocessessur-
roundingtheactdependedonseveralconsiderations,includingageand
gender,employmentstatus,knowledgeofconditionsintheeast,and,in
particular,evolvingNationalSocialistpolicyindealingwiththe“Jewish
Question.”Takentogether,thesevariablesexplainthelowratesofhiding
throughoutthefirstyearofthedeportationsandthesudden,exponential
growthinsubmergingratesduringthelastquarterof1942andthefirst
quarterof1943.

Thehistoryofsubmergingevolvedovertimeandfallsintothreepe-
riods.Thefirstperiod,betweenOctober1941andSeptember1942,was
characterizedbylowratesofsubmerging.Acombinationoffactors—lack
ofknowledgeofeventsintheeast,thedemographicsoftheearlydeport-
ees,andthepossibilityofhavingone’snameremovedfromthedeporta-
tionlists—accountforthelackofattemptstohide.Thesecondperiodof
submerginglastedbetweenOctober1942andtheendofFebruary1943.
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During this time, the number of people submerging grew rapidly. Al-
thoughsomeindividualsplannedfortheirmoveunderground,thisphase
witnessed increasingly last-minute acts of diving, often as the result of
theGestapo’sinnovationsinitsarresttactics.Thefinalperiodoccurred
duringtheLargeFactoryOperation.InitiatedonSaturday,27February
1943,thiseventlastedseveraldays,althoughmostarrestsoccurredduring
thefirsttwodays.79Thismassive,nationwideroundupsignifiedtheendto
legallifeforallbutseveralthousandBerlinJewsnotinmixedmarriages
orofmixed-racestatusandpromptedthesinglelargestactofsubmerging
inthecity.80Overthecourseof thatweek,approximately4,700Berlin
Jewsfled.81However,asaresultofthesurprisenatureoftheoperationand
thedisciplinedbehaviorofthesecurityforceschargedwithitsexecution,
submergingwasharriedanddifficulttopulloff.

Phase One: October 1941–September 1942

Forty-three-year-old Cäcilie Ott was one of the first divers in the city
(seefigure1.1).ShereceivedherdeportationnoticeinNovember1941.
Twodaysbeforeherdeportation—mostlikelythe27Novembertransport
toRiga—anunnamed“acquaintance”offeredhershelter.83Ottaccepted
anddisappeared,takingwithheronlythe“mostnecessary”ofpossessions.

Figure 1.1. CäcilieOtt.82
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Ontheeveningofherdeparture,policemenappearedatherapartment:
“Thebirdhasflownthecoop,”remarkedoneofficertotheother,accord-
ingtoanacquaintancewholistenedinontheproceedingsfromthehall-
way.84Ottintentionallyhadleftsomemoneyandpersonalpapersbehind,
alongwith the suitcasepacked forher deportation, inorder to suggest
thatshehadcommittedsuicideandtherebydelayahuntforher,andthe
authorities visited themorgue in searchofher body.ThusbeganOtt’s
three-and-a-half-yearsubmergence.Shewassupportedbythosewhofirst
tookherinandbyasisterwho,untilherhusband’sdeathacoupleofyears
later,livedinaprivilegedmixedmarriage.85

Althoughthefirstseveralmonthsofthedeportationswitnessedtrans-
portscarryingonethousandindividuals,relativelyfewpeopledivedduring
1941andthefirstthreequartersof1942(seefigure1.2).86Approximately
15percentofthisstudy’ssamplesubmergedduringthistime,evenwhile
theNazisdeportedapproximately36percentof thecity’s Jewishpopu-
lation.87Survivorswhofledduringtheearlymonthsofthedeportations
areremarkablysilentontheexactreasonstheychosetodoso.Manyof
themseemtohavefledtheirdeportationsduetoeitherpreviousencoun-
terswiththeNazisorelsetheirstrongpoliticalconvictionsratherthan
based on fears of what “resettlement” entailed. The majority of Berlin
Jewsdidnotsubmergeduringtheseearlymonthsforthreereasons:lack
ofknowledgeofconditionsintheeast;theageandsocialcompositionof
theearlydeportees;andtheavailabilityoflegalandsemi-legalrecourses
toforestallingdeportation.

Unlikemanysurvivors,CäcilieOttdidnotmentionwhyshedecided
tosubmerge.Atthetimeofherdisappearance,shestillhadsiblings in
thecityandmaybewishedto remainwiththem.Perhapsheracquain-
tanceshadheardrumorsaboutatrocitiesintheeastandwarnedher.Yet
rumors of mass killings were not widespread at this time and seem an

Figure 1.2. RatesofSubmerging,October1941–Qrt.1,1943.
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unlikelyexplanation.Although,inhindsight,Ott’sdecisiontosubmerge
wasawisechoice,shecouldnothaveknownthefatethatawaitedher
inRiga;theNazisexecutedtheentiretransportofonethousandJewson
27November1941.88Certainly,thedisappearancewithoutatraceofone
thousandBerlinJewswasboundtoraisegraveconcerns,especiallyamong
Jewsbackinthecityawaitingwordfromtheirdeportedfamilymembers.
Evenstill,only3percentofU-boatsinthisstudy’ssamplesubmergedin
1941.Forthefewwhosurvivedandrecordedtheirexperiences,thesein-
dividualseitherhadsufferedmultiplearrestsintheprecedingeightyears,
hadlostfamilymembersinconcentrationcamps,orhadneededtoflee
arrestbytheGestapo.89Forexample,Ott’sbrotherhadbeenimprisoned
intheBuchenwaldconcentrationcampforfiveyears,andhediedthere
in1942.Withalmostnoinformationonthecampsandghettos,thebest
explanation for why people made the choice to submerge so early was
theirearlierexperienceswithNazibrutality.

Continued lackof concrete informationon the fateof thedeported
Jewsalsoaccountsforthelowratesofhidingduringthefirstyearofthe
deportations. The Nazis justified the first deportation from Berlin as a
measuredesignedtoopenupapartmentspaceforpartyfunctionariesand
peoplewhohad lost theirapartments toair raids.90Theadministrative
jargonof“resettlement”and“evacuation”didnotyetarousewidespread
fear and suspicion in those slated for deportation.91 One survivor, who
decidedtodivewithhis familywhilepackingfortheirdeportation,re-
called,“Wethought,itwon’tbesocozyinPoland,butonewillbeableto
survive.”92Inaddition,thefirstdeporteestoLitzmannstadtwere“almost
withoutexceptionwelldressedandcarriedwiththemonaverage50ki-
logramsinbaggage,”andtheyboardedolderpassengercars,accordingto
onewitness.93Thus,thenatureofthedeportees’departurecontributedto
themythofanactualresettlement.

The demographics of the early deportees offer another explanation.
The first transports to leave Berlin primarily carried elderly men and
women.94WhenthedeportationstotheTheresienstadtghettobeganin
1942,theauthoritiesscheduledpeoplefordeportationwhowere“...over
65yearsofageaswellasJews55andolderindelicatehealthalongwith
family, provided they [were] not in a German–Jewish mixed-marriage,
andtheirchildrenunder14yearsofage.”95OnlyasmallnumberofJews
65yearsofageorolder(approximately3percentofthisstudy’ssample)
submergedandsurvived.96Theelderlywerelessabletocopephysically
and psychologically with the rigors of hiding than were younger Jews;
suicideoftenremainedtheironeoutletof“self-assertion.”97Significantly,
thedataonsubmergingdonotcorrespondneatlywithavailabledataon
suicidesinthecityduringthisperiod,althoughbothactswereresponses
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toNazipersecutionanddeportation(seefigures1.3and1.4).98Whereas
ratesofsubmergingremainedlowthroughoutthefirstyearofthedepor-
tations, suiciderates stayedhigh, risingand falling intandemwiththe
numberoftransportsleavingthecity.99

As figures 1.3 and 1.4 indicate, the rates of people diving remained
largelyunchangedoncethedeportationstoTheresienstadtbeganduring
thesecondquarterof1942,whilesuicideratesexploded.Althoughtheage
ofthedeporteesandlackofknowledgewerecontributingfactors,thesocial
compositionofmanyoftheTheresienstadttransportsalsoplayedarolein
assuagingthefearsofthedeportees.Besidestheelderlyandyoung,theau-
thoritiesdeportedrespectableandimportantmembersoftheJewishcom-
munity,includingveteransoftheFirstWorldWar.Thoseexcludedfrom
the Theresienstadt transports included foreign Jews and Jews involved

Figure 1.3. NumbersofSubmergingandSuicide,1941–March1943.

Figure 1.4. ComparativeNumbersofSuicidesandPeopleSubmerging
(1941–1943).
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inindustriesessentialtothewareffort.100Thoughusuallyonlyastopon
thewaytothecampsandghettosfarthereast,Theresienstadtdoubtless
playedaroleincloakingthetruemeaningbehindthedeportations.101

Duetothedangersinherentinsubmerging,Jewsavoidedsubmerging
foraslongaspossible.Oncetheyfledtheirdeportations,theynolonger
hadlegalaccesstorationcardsorhousingandhadtocontendwiththe
daily threatof arrest anddeportation. Indeed, the growingdesperation
amongmembersofGermany’sJewishcommunitycausedmanyofthem
toturntovariousindividualsandagenciesthattheysawasbeingableto
helpthemavoiddeportation.Tothisend,Jewshadthreeoptionsopen
to them, short of submerging immediately or committing suicide. First,
Jewscouldattempttoobtainareprievefromthedeportation.Usually,this
camethroughwhatwasknownasaReklamation,anofficialcomplaintfrom
theiremployer;thiswasacommonpracticeuntilthebeginningof1943
forJewsemployedinwar-relatedindustries.Asecondoptionwastoturn
tohigh-rankingadministratorsintheReichsvereinigungwhosometimes
wereabletoremovenamesfromtransportlists.102Connectedtothiswas
a thirdandhighlyuncertainpossibility: thebriberyofGestapoofficials,
whichcouldalsobeanoptionforthosewithsufficientfinancialmeansat
theirdisposal.Indeed,theprecariouspositionofJewsmadesomeofthem
highly susceptible to the false promises of certain grifters masquerading
as“emigrationconsultants”(Auswanderungsberater)whoattemptedto—at
timessuccessfully—bilkunsuspectingJewsoutofhundredsofReichsmarks
inexchangeforsupposedexemptionfromthedeportations.103

Employed Jews certainly had the greatest legal chance of avoiding
deportationthroughobtainingaReklamationfromtheiremployer.After
theinvasionoftheSovietUnioninJune1941andtheentranceofthe
UnitedStates intothewar inDecember1941, forced laborservedasa
formofprotectionforthousandsofJewsinthecity.ThefutureU-boat
Paula Vigdor remembered her boss telling her and her coworkers that
should theyever receiveanevacuation summons tocome seehim im-
mediately.WhenVigdor receivedherfirstevacuationsummons inNo-
vember1942,herbossgotheraReklamation.104Themotivationsbehind
the majority of these employer complaints are unclear. Certainly, eco-
nomicsplayedadominantrole:thecostofhiringandtrainingnewem-
ployeeswasaconsideration.However,acomplaintalsowasthesimplest,
mosteffectiveway foremployers sympathetictothesituationofBerlin
Jews to help their employees.105 Official complaints by factories, how-
ever,workedonly for thosestillemployed in industriesessential tothe
wareffort,andthenumberofJewsworkinginsuchindustriesfellfroma
peakof26,000–28,000inthesummerof1941toapproximately15,100
on1January1943.106Eveninthesummerof1941,nomorethan35–38
percentofBerlinJewswereemployedinforcedlabor.Thus,almosttwo-
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thirds ofBerlin Jewswere indanger of immediate deportation.107 Still,
Reklamationenfigureprominentlyinsomepostwarsurvivoraccountsand
demonstratethatmanyof the futureU-boatsbenefitted fromthisearly
alternativetodeportation.Moreover,thenumberofsurvivorswhoattest
totheimportanceofsuchreprieves,howevertemporarytheywere,also
demonstratesexactlyhowattunedmanyfutureU-boatsweretothecom-
plexandever-shiftingbureaucracythatsurroundedthemandstructured
theirdailylivesinthefinalyearsleadinguptotheirdecisiontosubmerge.

IndividualsunabletoobtainaReklamationresortedtoothertacticsto
delaytheirdeportation.High-rankingadministratorsintheReichsverei-
nigungsometimeswereabletoremovenamesfromtransportlists.108Brib-
eryalsowasanoptionforthosewithsufficientfinancialmeansattheir
disposal. Thus, Dr. Charlotte Bamberg bribed an official in the “Speer
Ministry”toremovehernamefroma1942transport.109Yettheprecarious
positionofJewsalsomadethemvulnerabletopeoplelookingtoturna
profit.Betweenautumn1941andMarch1942,forexample,thesalesman
Friedrich Wetzel and his accomplice Dr. Walther Schotte fraudulently
collected14,500RMfromsixteenJewsinreturnforapromisetohave
theirnames removed from thedeportation lists. In somecases,Wetzel
evenpromisedtohavetheirracialstandingchangedfromVolljude(full
Jew)toeitherMischling(halfJew)orArier(Aryan).110

ThescamrunbyWetzelandSchotteisnotonlyasadandtellingin-
dicatorof the increasingdesperationfeltbyBerlin’s Jewishresidents in
1941,butitalsodemonstratesaworkingknowledgeonthepartsofboth
perpetratorandvictimofhowtheNazistatefunctioned.LiketheRekla-
mation,itshowsthatmanyJews(andnon-Jews)understoodtheregime’s
raciallawsandwerewellawareofhowitsadministrativeanddeportation
policiesfunctioned.IndividualslookingtoswindleJewsclearlyusedthis
informationtotheiradvantage.Thepolicenotedintheirinvestigation
ofWetzelandSchottethattheaccusedknewquitewellthatareprieve
fromdeportationcouldonlybegrantedbytheStatePoliceandonlyin
caseswheretheindividualwasoversixty-fiveyearsold,infirmed,orin-
volvedinawar-relatedindustry.Eventhen,amedicalcertificateissued
bytheJewishHospitalinBerlinwasrequired;still,medicalcertification
didnotguaranteeareprieve,astheGestapohadthefinalsay.111Also,in
aparanoidsystemthatpivotedontheideaofraceandracialpurity,both
Jewsandnon-Jewsunderstoodevenintheearlydaysofthedeportation
thatracialstatusmeantallthedifference.Thus,insomecases,Wetzel’s
promise tohaveone’s racial status altered toeitherMischling orAryan
statusdemonstratesthatalthoughthefatalconsequencesofdeportation
werenotyetfullyunderstood,thelinkbetweenfull-Jewishracialstatus
andthe“evacuations”wascertainlyclear.NorwasWetzeltheonlyone
promisingsuchachangeinracialstatus.ExtantapplicationstotheGer-
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manmedicalauthoritiesfromJewsseekingtohavetheirortheirchild’s
racialstatuschangedtoMischlingorAryantestifytoanunderstandingon
thepartofbothperpetratorandvictimthatsuchathingwaspossible.112
Thatat leastsixteenJewstestifiedthatWetzelhadbeenrecommended
tothemandthattheyhadbelievedhisclaimstobeabletoprotectthem
atteststoWetzel’sknowledgeofthesystemandhisconfidenceinhisown
lies. In addition, both perpetrators and victims in this instance under-
stood that the Nazi bureaucracy was far from incorruptible. The belief
that deportation reprieves could be bought with the right connections
providesinterestinginsightintothewaybothperpetratorsofcrimeand
theirJewishvictimsunderstoodtheNazistatetofunction,whateverpre-
tensestheNazismayhavemaintainedtothecontrary.Whilecorruption
undoubtedlywasafixtureoftheNazistate,bothJewsdesperatetoavoid
deportation and individuals eager to capitalize off of that desperation
failedtounderstandonecentralpoint.Corruption,ifandwhentolerated,
wastheprivilegeofideologicallyandraciallypuremembersoftheVolks-
gemeinschaft.113ItsprivilegesdidnotapplytoJews.114

Ultimately,whatevertheparticularroute(s), legalorotherwise, Jews
chosetoforestalltheirdeportation,mostattemptsatareprieveendedin
failure.CharlotteBodlaender receivedherevacuationsummons in late
December 1941 (figure 1.5). To prevent her deportation, she arranged

Figure 1.5. CharlotteBodlaender.115
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amarriagewithamemberoftheJewishcommunitywhoworkedforthe
cityandwhohadthusbeengrantedastayofhisdeportation.Bodlaender
scheduled her wedding for 25 January 1942. The authorities, however,
scheduledher evacuation for23 January.Although shehadherpapers
in order, the Gestapo asked Bodlaender to appear before them to dis-
cuss thematter.Anactivememberof the forbiddenCommunistParty
ofGermany(KPD),Bodlaenderfearedatrapandimmediatelywentun-
dergroundwiththeaidofmembersofherpoliticalcircle.116Whenshe
submerged,however,shewasinanextrememinorityandwouldremain
sountiltheautumnof1942.Atthatpoint,ashift inNazideportation
policyinthecityandtheoveralldeterioratingpositionofJewsprompted
amassiveupswinginthenumberofpeoplesubmerging.

Phase Two: October 1942–26 February 1943

On2December1942, thenon-Jewish journalistand future“Righteous
among the Nations” Ruth Andreas-Friedrich opened her diary with a
bleakentry:

TheJewsaresubmergingindroves.Dreadfulrumorsconcerningthefateof
theevacuated.Frommassshootingstostarvation,fromtorturetogassing.
Noonecanvoluntarilyexposeoneselftosucharisk....117

Bytheendof1942,thenotableflightundergroundofthousandsofJews
in thecitywasunderway.During the lastquarterof1942and thefirst
quarter of 1943, approximately 70 percent of this study’s sample made
thechoicetosubmerge.Fourfactorsexplainthisphenomenon.First,the
whisperingsofmassshootingsandgassingsintheeasthadceasedtobea
rumorforincreasingnumbersofBerliners.FewerJewsheldanyillusions
concerning the fate that awaited them.Second, foreign laborersbegan
tosupplantJewishlaborers,andaReklamationbecamesubstantiallymore
difficulttoobtain.Third,theaverageageofJewsinthecitywasyounger
than ithadbeena yearprior, andmostwere largely employed inwar-
relatedindustries.YoungerJewswerebetterabletocopewiththephysical
andpsychologicalrigorsoflifeontherunthanwereolderJews,and,due
totheiremploymentstatus,theywereabletoputoffsubmerginguntilthe
endof1942.Fourth,inthefallof1942,theBerlinGestaposignificantly
altereditsarrestanddeportationtactics.Thisshiftreflectedtheregime’s
increasingdeterminationtosolvethe“JewishQuestion”andreinforced
inthemindsofJewstheprecariousnatureoftheirexistence.Forthose
individualswhomadeadequatepreparationstodive,theactofsubmerg-
ingduringthisperiodoftenrepresentedmoreofatransitionthananim-
mediate plunge into the unknown. However, the evolving methods of
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theGestapoincreasinglyforcedthehandsofmanyJews,prompting,by
theendof1942,increasinglyill-preparedandlast-minuteeffortstoavoid
deportation.

Throughoutthesummerof1942,rumorsofmassexecutionsandgas-
singssurfacedinBerlin.Althoughdifficulttobelieve,therumorsbecame
soomnipresentastoconvincemanyJewsoftheirtruth.Lettersfromthe
eastgrewincreasinglyominousintheircontentbeforeeventuallystop-
ping.CiomaSchönhaus,temporarilyexemptfromthedeportationsdue
toaReklamation,receivedthefollowingletterfromhisfatherintheMaj-
danekconcentrationcamp:“Dearpeople,Ihavearrivedheresafely.Have
you heard anything from Fanja? I have been looking for Mama every-
where.Ciomawasrightabouteverything.I’mgladhe’snotherewithus.
Farewell,YourBeba.”118Otherindividualslearnedaboutthekillingsfrom
gentilesources.KurtLindenberg,adeptatmovingthroughthecitywith-
outwearing theobligatory star, receivedconfirmationofhis fears from
soldiersbackonfurloughaswellascivilianswhohadbeenintheeast.
TheireyewitnessaccountsofmassmurderconvincedLindenbergofthe
needto“scarper”underground:“Itoldmyselfthatitwasbettertofreeze
intheBerlinerTiergartenthantodielikeananimalofcholeraortyphoid
feverorbeslaughteredinPoland.”119Bytheendof1942,suchattitudes
werecommonplaceamongmembersoftheJewishcommunityandcon-
tributedtothesharpriseinthenumberofdiversinthecity.

Moreover, by late 1942, the Reklamation was no longer an effective
meansofforestallingdeportation.TheoriginalpurposeofforcedJewish
laborasanelementofNaziantisemiticpolicyhadbeentoharness the
productiveenergyof theJewishunemployedtothebenefitof thestate
whilesimultaneouslyextendingcontrolovertheJewishpopulation.120By
1942,however,NazivictoriesthroughoutEuropeprovidedthestatewith
sufficientnewsourcesofforcedlabor,mostnotablyfromtheUSSRand
Poland,toreplaceJewishforcedlaborersinGermany.Beginningin1943,
more than one hundred thousand forced laborers arrived in Germany
eachmonth.121Bythesummerof1943,overfourhundredthousandfor-
eignlaborershadarrivedinthecity.122WhereasaReklamationforskilled
laborersin1941andearly1942providedmonthsofprotectionfromde-
portation,suchexemptionsbytheendof1942boughtJewsperhapsonly
afewweeks,atmost.123Theplentifulsupplyofforeignlaborersnowobvi-
atedanyfurthereconomicargumentsforaReklamation.

Genderandagealsoaffectedsubmergingrates.Currentresearchstrongly
suggeststhat,relativetotheirpercentageofthepopulation,fewerwomen
made thedecision to submerge thanmendid,withwomencomprising
approximately55percentofthesurvivingU-boats.124Althoughstillac-
countingformorethanhalfofalldivers,thisfigureisslightlylessthan
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theoverallpercentageofBerlin’sfemaleJewishpopulation.Inpart,this
discrepancycanbeexplainedbythefactthatwomenwithchildrenwere
hesitanttosubmerge,andthus,spur-of-the-momentflightstendedtobe
undertakenbyyoungerwomenandsinglewomenduringthefinalmonths
ofthemajordeportationsfromthecityinlate1942andearly1943.An-
otherexplanationisthatyounger,singlewomenoftenremainedtheonly
remainingcaretakersfortheirelderlyandinfirmedfamilymembersand
didnotwanttoabandonthembysubmerging;theyalsoknewtheirel-
derly relatives couldnothandle thedangers andpressuresof an illegal
lifeontherun.125Yetevenmanyofthesesinglewomenfacedthedifficult
choiceof stayingwith their familiesorfleeing.126As formothers, even
iftheymanagedtofindplacesfortheirchildrentohide,thethoughtof
beingseparatedfromthemandleavingbehindtheirprecarious—butstill
legal—existencepreventedmanyfromsubmerginguntilthelastminute
orevenatall.127Indeed,ofthefifty-fiveindividualsthisbookhasiden-
tified as submerging during the Large Factory Operation at the end of
February1943,65percentwerewomen.128

Concerningage,bytheendof thefirstyearof thedeportations, the
average age of the Jewish community was younger and employed. The
earliertransportsmainlywerecomposedoftheelderly,andsuicideswere
highest amongolder Jewsunable to copewith theuncertainprospects
ofdeportationor lifeunderground.129YoungerJewsweremore likelyto
submergethanolderJews,andapproximatelytwo-thirdsofallsurvivors
inhidingwereforty-fiveyearsofageoryoungerwhenthedeportations
began.EvidencealsosuggeststhatyoungerJewssometimeswereinstru-
mentalinpersuadingtheirelderstoflee.130Inpart,thishastodowiththe
resilienceandoptimismofyouthaswellasitsgreaterwillingnesstotake
risks.Also,manyoftheseindividualswerequiteyoungwhentheNazis
cametopower.Theygrewupinwhatoneyoungdiverdescribedasa“ban-
ditstate,”andtheyhadnotbeeninstilledwiththesamerespectfororder
andtheruleoflawthattheireldershad.Forinstance,nineteen-year-old
Erich Arndt convinced his parents to dive. When he first approached
hisfamilywiththeidea,thedeportationshadbeengoingonforabouta
year.Erichkeptcominghome,hissisterrecalls,withevermorestoriesof
peoplewhohadsubmerged.Initiallyhesitantthatafamilyoffourcould
findsomeonetotakethemin,Erich’sfatherfinallytoldhissontogiveit
atry.131TheArndtswerefortunatetohavehadmanyfriendlyneighbors;
anumberwereformerpatientsofErich’sfather,aneighborhooddoctor.
Assomethingofapracticerun,theArndtsstayedwithtwofamilieson
acoupleofoccasions.Eventually,Erichapproachedhisneighborsabout
theideaofsubmerging.Theysupportedtheideaandevenagreedtoscout
outotherpeoplewhocouldhelp. In themeantime, theneighbors sug-
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gestedthatthefamilybringanyvaluablestotheirplaceforsafestorage.
BeginninginOctoberorNovember1942,thefamilybegantransporting
goodsinsecrettotheirneighbor’sapartment.Finally,on9January1943,
the family submerged.Thehelp theArndts received from sympathetic
non-Jewsensurednotonlythatthe familymembershadplacestohide
butalsothatsixpeopleultimatelyfoundrefugeinsteadoffour,including
Erich’sgirlfriendandhermother,makingthisoneofthelargestgroupsto
submergeinBerlin.132

TheArndtfamilyplannedfortheirmoveunderground,givingthema
substantialadvantage.Individualswhoputcredenceintherumorscircu-
latingabouttheghettosandcampshadtimetoputtheiraffairsinorder
andplanforsomeoftheunpredictabilitysuretoaccompanyillegallifein
thecity.Earlydivershadmoreoptionsthanpeoplewhowaited;therela-
tivelylargenumbersofJewsstilllivinglegallyinBerlinmeantthatthose
whodivedearlyenoughoccasionallyhadfriendsandfamilywhocould
takethemin.133Forexample,HertaFußspentherfirstthreemonthssub-
mergedwithJewswhowerestilllivingopenlyinBerlin.134Non-Jewsalso
convincedtheirJewishfriendsandacquaintancesthattheyshouldrefuse
thedeportationsummonsandeitherdiveimmediatelyor,whendeporta-
tionlookedimminent,cometothemforhelp.135

Insomecases,aidfromstrangersappearedunexpectedly.Thenon-Jew
Maria Nickel first met Ruth Abraham on the street in the autumn of
1942. Abraham was pregnant with her daughter. They exchanged ad-
dresses, and Nickel visited her around Christmas of that year. Nickel’s
second visit occurred in January 1943, while Abraham was recovering
atheraunt’sapartmentafterhavinggivenbirth.Sometimebetweenlate
JanuaryandearlyFebruary,theGestapoarrestedAbraham’saunt.Atthis
point,Nickelurgedthefamilytofleeandevenofferedherandherhus-
band’sIDcardsfortheAbrahams’use.136Theproactivemannerinwhich
NickelapproachedandbefriendedtheAbrahamfamilywasarareoccur-
rence,withrespecttotheentireJewishpopulation,butfarmorecommon
amongpeoplewhofledtheirdeportation.ThroughNickel,theAbrahams
madeinvaluableconnectionsthatweretosustaintheminhidingforover
twoyears.ConsortingwithJewswasadangerousact,buthelperssuchas
Nickelwereessentialforsurvival.

TheU-boatKurtLindenbergclaimsthat“almostallpeople”whosub-
merged had money set aside and/or connections with “Aryan” family
members.137Whetheronecanusethephrase“almostallpeople”isdoubt-
ful.However,thosewithoutfamily,friends,orusefulconnectionswereat
aseveredisadvantage.Almostnopersonsurvivedthewarwithouthelp
atsomepointfromnon-Jewsand/orfamilymembersinmixedmarriages.
Ampleevidencesuggests thatmany individualshad littleornomoney
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withthemandnorationcards,leadingthemtolookforworkorelserely
on the hospitality of friends, acquaintances, and strangers.138 However,
advancepreparationwaswidespreadenoughforsurvivorstoremarkupon
nothavingbeenwellprepared:“Idonotbelongthose[groupsof ]people,
whosewell-filledbriefcasesmadeawell-preparedillegallifepossible.”139
Peoplewhomadeplanstosubmergeoftenwerebetterequippedtohan-
dlethedeprivationsandeconomicchallengesof illegal lifeontherun,
atleastforatime.AlthoughLindenberg’sbeliefconcerningwhatmade
submergingasuccessmightnotapplytoeveryone,herightlyclaimsthat
thosewhodivedbeforetheGestapowasattheirdoorhadanadvantage.140

Indeed,Lindenbergwasoneof those individualswhomadeplans to
submerge. However, once he finalized his plans, he continued to wait.
An immediateflightundergroundwas inadvisable, ashis absence from
workwouldhavebeenreportedto theGestapo,andhe fearedsuchan
actionwouldresultinhisfamily’sdeportation.Still,hetookothermea-
sures he thought necessary to prepare himself for that day. He stored
clothes with non-Jewish acquaintances, saved every “pfennig” possible
fromwork,andcreatedtwoescaperoutes.Thefirstledoutofhisfamily’s
apartmentthroughametalgratetotheroofofthebuilding,whichhehad
sawedthroughandcarefullyreplaced.Healsomadeacopyofakeytothe
backdoorofhisfactory.141Thus,whileleavingthedateofhissubmerging
open,Lindenbergdidallhecouldtoprepareforthemomentwhenhis
deportationarrived.

Hedidnothavelongtowait.Ofallthefactorsinfluencingsubmerging
rates during this period, the arrival of agents of the Viennese Gestapo
in October 1942 was paramount. Although not solely responsible for
theincreaseinthenumberofpeoplediving,theVienneseGestapoun-
derscoredthegravityofthesituation;indeed,someU-boatsspecifically
refer to the “VienneseGestapo.”142Theseagentshada reputation that
faroutweighedtheirnumbers.ChargedwithriddingthecityofitsJew-
ishresidents,theVienneseGestapointroducednewarrestanddeporta-
tion“methods.”Theintroductionoftheseso-called“Viennesemethods”
(Wiener-Methoden)paralleledasurge inpeoplefleeingthetransports.143
Indeed,as1942waned,fewerJewshadanydoubtsastowhatlayinstore
forthem.Theyneededtodecidesoonwhethertosubmerge.TheGestapo
becameincreasinglydeterminedtomakethedecisionforthem.

Under the direction of SS-Hauptsturmführer Alois Brunner, agents
from Vienna arrived in Berlin, partly in response to allegations of cor-
ruptiononthepartofBerlin’sGestapoleaders.Brunnerarrivedwithhis
“mission”clear:“[t]oshowthePrussianpigshowonedealswiththosebas-
tards,theJews.”144Inordertofacilitatethearrestanddeportationofthe
city’sJews,Brunneraugmentedexistingpoliciesandintroducednewones,
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includingtheexpansionofthecollectioncentersattheLevetzowstraße
SynagogueandintheGroßeHamburgerStraße.145Ofparticularimpor-
tance for the history of the U-boats, Jews no longer received advance
noticeoftheirdeportation,atacticemployedtopreventpeoplefromcom-
mittingsuicideordivingunderground.Instead,officersnowsurprisedthem
intheirhomesoronthestreets,catchingpeopleunawaresandbringing
themintruckstoacollectioncenterfordeportation.146Brunnercreateda
mapofBerlin,demarcatingtheJewishresidences,thusallowingforeffec-
tiveandlarge-scaleraidsbuiltontheelementsoffearandsurprise.147

Thoseindividualswhohadbecomeadeptatmovingthroughthestreets
withoutwearingtheJewishStarsometimeswereabletoavoidthesesur-
priseroundups.Indeed,sincetheintroductionofthestarinSeptember
1941,manyJewswhochafedattheonerousandcontinuallyincreasing
numberofrestrictionsplacedonthembytheNazisandtheviolenceand
vitriolsuchaphysicalmarkerinspiredinsegmentsoftheGermanpopula-
tionquicklylearnedhowtonavigatewithoutthestarandwithoutgetting
caught,sothattheycouldcontinuetotakeadvantageofactivitiessuch
asgoingtothemovies,shoppingoutsideofrestrictedshoppingtimes,and
visitingrestaurantsandcafés.148KurtLindenberg,whoconsideredhimself
oneofthoseJewishBerlinerspossessingwhathetermeda“willtoresist,”
spentanoteworthyportionofhistestimonyexplaininghowheandoth-
ersmanagedit,soimportantwastheacttohowheviewedhimselfandhis
abilitytosurvive:

[Notwearingthestar]naturallyentailedsomedifficultiesas soonasone
movedaroundone’sneighborhoodstreets.Sincepeoplethereknewme,I
hadtobeabletoshowthestaronmyleftarm,whichIalwayskeptbent,as
soonassomeoneaskedme.Therefore,IfabricatedastarthatIattachedto
aclothpanel[Blechtoile]andheldittherewithastrongneedle.This“star”
wasattachedsofirmlythatoncasualinspectionitappearedsewedon.As
soonasIwasoutofmy“neighborhood,”Icould inconspicuously letthe
stardisappearandagainwalkwithmyarmheldnormally.Withtime,Iac-
quiredacertainconjuror’sskill.Forexample,Icouldjumpwiththe“star”
onmyarmontoamovingbus,andwhiletheconductorwasbusypunching
myticket,Iletthe“star”onmyjacketdisappearliterallyunderthecon-
ductor’snose.Somethingsimilarworkedinreverse.Onecouldboardthe
buswithoutthe“star,”andwhenonealightedathome,the“star”saton
theleftarm,withoutevenoneofthebuspassengershavingseenwhatI
haddone.149

Lindenberg’smethodswerefar fromunique,however ingenioushepor-
trayshismethods.Thetrick,commonlyunderstoodbyJewsinthecity
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andlikelysharedbetweenthem,wastomakethestarlookedfirmlysewed
onandyeteasilyremovableonceonehadreachedapartofthecitywhere
onewasunknown;forallBerlinJews,eventhemostdaring,understood
the folly and danger of walking around their own neighborhood with-
outthestar.Indeed,Lindenbergwastakingariskevenbywalkinginhis
ownneighborhoodwithhisleftarmbenttoobscurethestar,asfanati-
calNaziscouldanddiddenounceindividualswhodidnotwearthestar
prominentlyenoughorelsetriedtocoveritup,forexample,bywalking
withone’sbriefcasecoveringit.150Fortunately,thesizeofBerlinandits
manyneighborhoodsmadeanonymityfarmorepossiblethaninsmaller
citiesandtowns,wheremovingaroundwithoutthestarwasmoredanger-
ous,ifnotimpossible.Yethowevermuchlearningtosafelynavigatethe
citywithoutwearingthestarmighthavehelpedtheseindividualsavoid
anumberofsurpriseroundups,theBerlinGestapo’sagentsstillreduced
the“legal”Jewishpopulationinthecitytosomesixthousandwithinfive
monthsduetoitsnewarresttactics.151

WhenmembersoftheGestapoarrivedatanapartmentbuilding,they
first blocked off the entrance, making escape difficult. The element of
surpriseplayedalargerole.Unlessonehadplannedandmadeanescape
route,theonlyoptionsweretotrytohidesomewhereintheapartment
ornotanswerthedoor,inthehopesthattheagentswouldleave.152Gen-
tileneighborscouldhelporhinderintheprocess.HertaFuß’sbuilding
supervisor lockedher in thecellarwhen“a largecar”pulledup toher
apartment.153ShewaiteduntilthecoastwasclearandfledtoJewishac-
quaintances.Duetotheseemingrandomnatureoftheraids,somepeople
tooknochancesandsubmergedatthefirstsignofaraidintheirvicin-
ity.154TheGestapoinformedthosecaughtintheirapartmentsthatthey
had a certain amount of time (an hour or less) to pack a suitcase and
comealong.AgentsandJewishorderliesloadedthearrestedontotrucks
andthenproceededtothenextbuildinguntilthetrucks(eachholding
up to thirty people)were full.They then sealed and locked the apart-
ment,leavinginsideanyremainingpossessionstheydidnotconfiscateor
destroy immediately.155Unlike earlierdeportationprocedures that took
entirefamiliestogetherandgaveadvancenotice,thesurpriseraidsmeant
thatindividualsarrivedhomefromworkorshoppingtofindtheirfamily
deportedandtheirapartmentsealedagainstentry.156Forthosewhohad
been considering diving, a sealed apartment was a terrible blow, often
separatingthemfromthefewpossessionsandlittleamountofmoneythey
stillhad.Frequentreports,suchasthefollowing,fromthevariouspolice
precincts throughoutBerlinat this timetestifytothedeterminationof
somepeopletogetbackintotheirapartments:
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Broken Seal.7January1943
ThebuildingsuperintendentatWeinbergsweg9informedusonJanuary6
thattheJewishfugitiveGustavIsraelWarowitz,bornSeptember25,1897
inTuchowand formerly residing inBerlin atWeinbergsweg9, removed
thesealplacedonhisfrontdoorbytheJewishKultusvereinigungandtook
somethingsfromtheapartment.
 W.isevadingtheevacuationandmovingaroundBerlinwithoutwear-
ingtheJewishStar.157

Thosestillinpossessionofkeyshadthisoption.However,thiswasarisky
move.Sometimes,Gestapoagentswerewaitingforpeoplewhentheyre-
turnedtotheirsealedapartments.

The raids trapped Jews throughout the city.HertaFuß, shelteredby
Jewishacquaintancesintheirapartmentafterherinitialdive,wascaught
unawaresonedaywhentheGestapoarrivedtoarresttheoccupants.Fuß
hidunder thebedwhile theotherswere takenaway.158Suchanarrow
escapewasnotasimprobableasitmightseem.Thesamechaosofthesur-
priseraidsthattrappedunsuspectingpeoplealsomadeitpossibleforpeo-
pletoslipthroughthecracksinthebureaucracy.TheGestapoagentshad
dozensofindividualstoarrest.Theyhadtheirlistsofnamesanddidnot
necessarilyhavetimetosearcheverybuildingandeverypotentialhiding
placeforunknownpersonswhomayormaynothavebeenthere.Indeed,
asalreadymentioned,justasagentsdidnotalwaysbothertobreakdown
doorswhenpeoplepretendednottobeathome,theyalsowerenotgoing
tosearcheveryapartmentwheneverypersontheyweresupposedtoar-
restwaspresentandaccountedfor.Theyalsodidnotalwayswaitaround
when they showedupatanapartmentandoneof the inhabitantswas
atwork;intheirarrogance,theybelievedthat,soonerorlater,everyone
wouldfallintotheirmurderousgrasp.

Alongwithraidsonapartments,raidsinthestreetstrappedmanypeo-
ple.On20January1943,thepolicearrestedBertaBernsteinontheRosen-
thalerPlatz.ShewasnotwearingtheJewishStar,andpolicediscovered
thatshehadfledherdeportationsummons.159Ninedayslater,theNazis
deportedBernsteintoAuschwitz.160Awrongturnalsocouldhavedisas-
trousconsequences.On17January1943,policestoppedeighteen-year-old
GünterLoewenbergfortryingtodrivedownaclosedstreet.Aftertheof-
ficerascertainedthathehadnopapers,Loewenbergtriedtofleebutdrove
downadeadend.Indeed,theverysizeofBerlinthatprovidedanonymity
andmadeitconducivetosubmergingalsomeantthatitcouldtrippeople
upwhennavigatingunfamiliarpartsofthecity.Thearrestingofficersat
himselfnexttoLoewenbergandforcedhimtodrivetopoliceheadquar-
ters.Ontheway,Loewenbergpretendedthatthecarbrokedown.When
theofficergotouttoinspecttheengine,Loewenbergjumpedbackinthe

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. Not for resale. 



Submerging • 57

caranddroveoff.AnofficerbythenameofSchmidtgotinfrontofthe
vehicletoforceittostop,butLoewenbergkeptdriving,atestamentto
hisdeterminationanddesperation.Schmidt jumpedon the radiatorof
thecarandmanaged,afteronehundredmeters,tobringthevehicleto
a halt. The police arrested Loewenberg and brought him to the local
headquarters.161 On 18 April 1944, the Nazis deported Loewenberg to
Auschwitz.162Bytheendof1942,thepositionofBerlin’sremainingJews
hadsodeterioratedthatthequestionwasnolongerifonewouldbede-
portedbutwhen,anditwasthisclimateofpersecutionthatexplainsthe
massiveupswinginpeoplesubmergingduringthelastquarterof1942and
thefirstquarterof1943.

By this time, then, submerging increasinglywasadirect response to
theFinalSolutionnowsweepingEurope.Itisalsoimportanttobearin
mind that despite more than eight years of persecution when the first
transports leftBerlininOctober1941,thosedeportationtransportsap-
pearedinBerlinsomewhatlaterandcontinuedlongerthantheydidfar-
thereastandwithinGermanyproper.BerlinJews,despitereducedration
cards and incomplete attempts to create so-called Judenhäuser, did not
face nearly the same degree of starvation and killing that plagued the
inhabitantsofthePolishghettos,whichbegantobeestablishedbegin-
ninginthefallof1939;indeed,byDecember1939,atleastfiftythousand
PolishJewshadalreadyperished.163EventheintroductionoftheJuden-
sterninGermanycameonlyinSeptember1941(comparedtotwoyears
earlier inPoland).Withthe invasionof theSovietUnion,thewar for
theannihilationofEurope’sJewsbeganinearnest,butagain,theoutright
slaughterthatoccurredtheredidnotoccurbackinGermany.Withthe
coordinationoftheFinalSolutionattheWannseeConferenceinJanu-
ary1942andtheconstructionofmostofthemainexterminationcamps
thatyear—ChelmnoinDecember1941;BełżecinMarch1942;Sobibór
inMay1942;TreblinkainJuly1942164—thekillingsescalateddramati-
cally.BythetimethatthelastmajorroundupsofJewsinBerlinoccurred
attheendofFebruary1943,mostotherGermancitieshadalreadyde-
portedthevastmajorityoftheirsignificantlysmallerJewishpopulations,
and three-quarters of all Jewish victims of the Holocaust were already
dead.165Certainly,tensofthousandsofGermanJewsweredeported(espe-
ciallyinthefirstfullyearofthedeportations),havingnoideaofthefate
thatawaitedthem.Bythefallof1942,however,thescaleofmurderwas
sogreatthatitcouldnothelpbutmakeitswaybacktoBerlin’srelatively
largeremainingJewishpopulation,andtheNaziswenttolittleeffortto
hidethetruthinGermany,eveniftheydidnotcomerightoutandsayit.
AlthoughconclusiveevidencewaslackingformostofBerlin’spopulation
(both Jewishandnon-Jewish),eyewitnessaccounts fromsoldiershome
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onfurlough,publicspeechesmadebothbyHitlerandGoebbels,and“ru-
mors”aboutthelarge-scalemurderpublishedinsuchofficialpartyorgans
suchastheVölkischer Beobachtermadeitclearforthoseindividualswho
wantedtolistenthatdeadlyeventswereoccurringfarthereast.166

Yetasmuchasthedecisiontodivewasaresponsetotheincreasingly
substantiatedrumors,survivorswhosubmergedduringthistimeremain
silentononeimportantfactorthatpresumablymighthaveplayedarole
intheirdecision:thecourseofthewar,inparticular,theGermanWehr-
macht’s defeat atStalingrad.Thecapitulationofoverninety thousand
soldiersofthe6thArmyunderthecommandofGeneralFriedrichPaulus
on2February1943markedastrategicturningpointinNaziGermany’s
fortunes.TheformerlyunstoppableNaziwarmachinehadbeendealta
decisiveblow.AsthenewsreachedBerlin,opponentsoftheregime,Jews
andnon-Jewsalike,musthavetakenheart.Anotunreasonableassump-
tionmightbethatthebattleencouragedJewsthatsurvivalwaspossible,
iftheycouldjustholdoutalittlelongerbysubmerging.167Indeed,resis-
tance throughoutEurope,bothbynon-Jewsand Jews, increased in the
aftermathofStalingrad,whichwasshortlyfollowedbythelossofallof
NorthAfricaand,inthesummerof1943,theAlliedinvasionofSicily.
ThemorethewarturnedagainsttheNazis,themorehopetookholdthat
survivalandliberationwerepossible.168However, survivoraccountsare
almostuniformly silentonStalingradand its influenceondecisions to
submerge.Jewsinthecitywereawareofthebattle’sprogressandspread
theword.169Doubtless, theNazidefeatwaswelcomenewsandafforded
somemeasureofhope.170YetStalingradwasover1,300milesfromBerlin.
Evena swiftdefeatwould takemonths.Moreover, at the time,Stalin-
graddidnotspellcertaindefeatfortheNazis.Duetothelackofsurvivor
commentaryonthebattle,itisthereforedifficulttogaugetheextentto
whichthebattlepromptedhesitantJewstosubmerge.Certainly,ratesof
submergingcontinuedtoincreasethroughoutthemonthofFebruary,and
Stalingradmighthavebeenthereason,butwithoutsurvivortestimony
tocorroboratethelinkbetweenthebattleandthedecisiontosubmerge,
suchaclaimisdifficulttoassertwithabsolutecertainty.Evenstill,con-
sideringtheinfluencethattheGermandefeatatStalingradhadonresis-
tancemovementsthroughoutEurope,Stalingradshouldattheveryleast
beseenashavingprovidedhopeforthoseJewswillingtosubmergeand
thosenon-Jewswillingtosupportthem.Perhapsforsome,even,itwasa
keymotivatingfactor.

AgentsoftheVienneseGestapoleftBerlininJanuary1943,butthey
also“leftbehinddistincttraces.”171These“traces”provedinvaluableto
the Berlin Gestapo one month later when it coordinated the roundup
anddeportationofthemajorityof thecity’s remainingJewsduringthe
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nationwideLargeFactoryOperation.On18February1943,JosephGoeb-
belsnotedinhisdiarythattheoperationwouldcommenceon28Feb-
ruary1943:“TheJewsinBerlinnowfinallywillbedeported.Withthe
deadlineonFebruary28,theywillallfirstbebroughttogetherandthen
deportedindailybatchesofupto2000.”172AlthoughfewJewsinBerlin
wereawareoftheintendedoperation,whatremainedoftheirprecarious
existenceaslegalresidentswasabouttodisappear.Forpeoplestillwilling
totaketherisk,thetimetogoundergroundwasuponthem.

Phase Three: The Large Factory Operation: 27 February–5 March 1943

On26February,MoritzHenschel, theheadof theReichsvereinigung,
approachedSiegmundWeltlingerandrequestedthathebereadyonthe
followingdaytoparticipateintheroundupofJewsina“largesearchop-
eration.”Weltlinger,aleadingmemberoftheJewishcommunity,refused
again, just ashehad refusedallprevious requests toact as a collector
(Abholer). Henschel was not dissuaded: “I cannot grant you dispensa-
tionforthisday,andifyourefuse,IwillnotifytheGestapo.Thecon-
sequenceswillbeyours tobear.”Weltlinger saidnothingbut returned
home and, a few hours later, submerged with his wife Margarete (see
figures1.6and1.7).173

Figure 1.6. SiegmundWeltlinger.174 Figure 1.7. MargareteWeltlinger.175
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The“largesearchoperation”towhichHenschelreferredwaswhatbe-
cameknownastheLargeFactoryOperation(Große Fabrik-Aktion).176Ini-
tiatedonSaturday,27February1943,andlastinglessthanoneweek,this
massiveroundupsignifiedtheendtolegallifeforallbutseveralthousand
Jewsnotinamixedmarriageorofso-calledmixed-racestatus.177Overthe
courseofthatweek,approximately4,700oftheremaining11,000Jewish
forcedlaborerswentintohiding.178Inotherwords,roughly43percentof
theremainingJewishworkersplustheirfamiliesfledduringthistimeand
managedtoevadearrest,ifonlyforashortwhile.179Theoperationmeant
thatanillegallifewastheoneviablealternativetodeportation,signaling
afinalcall toactandan irrevocablebreakwithwhatremainedofpre-
warlife.KurtLindenbergrecalled,“ItwasthedayIdecidedtotakemy
life-decidinginitiativecompletelyinhandandthedaythatmeantIhad
irrevocablylostmyparentsandnowbegananundergroundlife...”180

TheNaziswerepreparedforthisfinaloperationanddirectedtheener-
giesofmuchoftheBerlinsecurityapparatustowardtheirgoalofarresting
over ten thousand Jews within one week. Through the end of March,
theauthoritiesdeportedover8,600JewsfromBerlin.181TheGestapowas
responsibleforcoordinatingthearrestsindesignatedfactoriesandfirms,
and the Waffen-SS was charged with overseeing the arrests and trans-
ports.182However, theGestapodidnot reserve theoperation’s scope to
factoriesandfirmswhereJewsworked.Around8:00a.m.,membersofthe
municipalpolice(Schutzpolizei) receivedOrderNr.5620,orderingthe
policetoarrestallJewsencounteredonthestreetsandbringthemtoone
of several collection camps throughout the city.183 The Gestapo began
theoperationonSaturdayat7:00a.m.Thedaybefore,theGestapohad
notifiedleadersoftheReichsvereinigungandthosefirmsemployingJews,
althoughithadbeenknownforsometimethatsuchaneventwasinthe
works.184 Yet, with few exceptions, the exact nature and extent of the
operationwasnotclearuntilthemorningittookplace.Experiencewith
Jewishsuicidesandflight,coupledwiththetrainingreceivedatthehands
of the Viennese Gestapo, had honed the Berlin Gestapo’s methods of
conductingroundups.Inmanycases,Jewshadlittleornowarningbefore
theirarrests,althoughsuspicionsofamassiverounduphadbeengrowing
over thepreviousweeks.Rumors of amassive action against the Jews,
combinedwithincreasingarrestsanddeportations,arethelogicalexpla-
nationforthesharpincreaseinthenumbersofpeoplegoingintohiding.
HowevercovertGoebbelsintendedtheplanningoftheoperationtobe,
itsscopemadekeepingitsecretimpossible.InadditiontoGestapo,SS,
andSchutzpolizeiinvolvement,theRSHA(ReichMainSecurityOffice),
theArmamentsInspectionoftheWehrmacht,theLaborAdministration,
firmsandfactories,aswellasotherministrybureaucratsandcityleaders
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knewoftheimpendingraidsonthefactories.185InMarch,Goebbelscited
inhisdiary“thebettercircles,especiallytheintellectuals”andthe“short-
sightedbehavioroftheindustrialists”asresponsibleforwarningJewsof
impendingdeportation.186However,thetip-offscamefromallmannerof
Berliners:coworkers,policeofficers, friends,neighbors,andmembersof
theReichsvereinigung.187

NewsoftheoperationalsospreadwiththearrestofthoseJews,mostly
men,inprivilegedmixedmarriagesandthereforeprotectedfromdeporta-
tion.TheGestapobroughttheseindividualstoaspecialcollectioncenter
intheRosenstraße2-4.188Astheirgentilespousesgatheredoutsideofthe
collectionpointtodiscoverwhathadbecomeofthem,aweek-longactof
silentprotestoccurred.Duetotheunprecedentednatureoftheprotest,
thelackofcontemporaryaccounts,andthesingularityofthisactofdefi-
anceinthehistoryofNaziGermany,reportsonthenatureoftheprotest
varyexceedingly.189Ontheoneextreme,asmanyassixthousandnon-
Jews,mostlywomen,gatheredoutsideofRosenstraße2-4,defyingpolice
threatsandgunsaimedatthem,crying:“Giveusourmenback!”(Gebt 
uns unsere Männer zurück!). This version of the event propagated the
myththatlargecrowdsandactiveprotestsinthefaceofcontinualpolice
threatsresultedinthereleaseoftheJewishspouses.190Recently,careful
scholarshiphasdeterminedthattheprotestwasmuchsmaller,numbering
notmuchmorethan150persons.191Certainly,thepolicedidattemptto
clearthestreet,andtheoccasionalcallforthereleaseoftheprisonerswas
heard.However,theprotestwasmoreofa“silentdemonstration”thana
protestinthecommonlyunderstoodsenseoftheword.192Perhapsmost
surprisingly,thepresenceoftheprotesters,althoughbrave,hadnothing
todowiththereleaseoftheprisoners.Rather,theauthoritiesbroughtthe
protectedspousestothecollectionpointtoclarifytheirracialstatusand
recruitthemasreplacementsforthoseJewsscheduledfordeportation.193

Thevastmajorityofthecity’sdivers,however,mayhavebeenunaware
oftheeventsunfoldingintheRosenstraße,oritsimpactontheirdeci-
siontofleewasnegligible.194Infact,survivorsdonotdiscusstheeventin
theirtestimonies.Instead,theiraccountsofthisperiodfocusonhowthey
evadedarrestorlearnedthattheirdeportationwasathand.On2March,
IdaGassenheimerwenttoherbanktowithdrawmoney,aswashercus-
tomatthebeginningofeachmonth.Whenthebankmanagersawher,
heexclaimed,“FrauGassenheimer!You’restillhere?!Ihaveinformation
thatbyMarch5therewon’tbeanyJewsleft inBerlin.”Thefollowing
day Ida Gassenheimer went underground.195 Gassenheimer’s account is
perhapsalittletooneattobestrictlytrueandlikelyreflectstheimposi-
tionofhistoricalhindsightonhermemories.Althoughthebankmanager
mayhaveheardabouttheoperationorevenwitnessedpartsofithimself,
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he almost certainlywouldnothaveknown that theGestapo intended
towrapuptheeventbyMarch5.However,Gassenheimer’srecollection
symbolizesthetremendousshockexperiencedbymanyJewsduringthe
operationandthefinalbreakwiththeirformerlives.

Despiterumorsthatamassiveroundupwasimminent,mostJewsdid
notknowwhen itwouldhappen,findingoutonlywhentheoperation
wasalreadyuponthem.KurtLindenberg,whohadpreparedtosubmerge,
wascaughtatwork thatday.His supervisorappearedaround8:15a.m.
andinformedtheJewishsectionofthefactorythattheywerenottoleave
their stations;managementwason itsway.This section,whichatfirst
hademployedtwenty-fiveJews,nowemployedjustnine.Thesupervisor,
amanrememberedbyLindenbergas“respectable,”returnedacoupleof
minuteslatertoinformthemthat“theriflemenarecoming.”196Hisarrest
now imminent, Lindenberg proceeded to the coatroom, removed what
fewpossessionshehad,wentbacktowork,andwaitedforthebathroom
tobefree;thebathroomwasinthesamehallwayasthedoortowhich
Lindenberg had made a key. While he was in the bathroom, Gestapo
agentsarrived.WhenLindenbergleftthebathroom,hesawamemberof
theGestapoguardingthedoortotheJewishsection.Lindenbergwalked
confidentlypasthim; theagent suspectednothing.Whenhereentered
the workroom, he turned on the lathe at the work station, pulled the
keyoutofhispocket,openedthebackdoor,andsprinteddownthesteps
andoutintothebuilding’ssecondcourtyard.Hepassedthroughthefirst
courtyardofthebuildingwithnodifficulties,butashereachedtheexit,
atruckblockedhispath.TwoSSmenwithcarbinesandbayonetswere
preparingtoloadLindenberg’scoworkersontoatruck.Lindenbergreal-
ized that runningwasbothpointless and suspicious.Hewalkedcalmly
pasttheSSmenandhiscoworkersanddownthestreet—hebegantorun
onceheturnedthecorner.197

Lindenberg’ssuccessfulescapedependedonseveral factorsnotavail-
abletothosecaughtcompletelyunawareattheonsetoftheoperation.
Hehadplannedaheadbymakingacopyofthefactory’sbackdoorkey.
The Gestapo also did not know what Lindenberg looked like, and his
confidenceandcalmdidnotarousesuspicion.Healsowasfortunatethat
theadministratorcalledaheadtowarnhimandhisJewishcoworkersthat
theGestapowasontheway.Lackofpreparationdidnotmeanthatpeo-
pledidnotattempttoescape;thousandsdid.However,successfulflight
withnopreparationoradvancewarningwaslessliabletosucceed.Frieda
Seeligseemstohavebeentakenbycompletesurpriseonthedayofthe
operation.Whileshedashedacrossthefactorycourtyardtoescape,one
ofthefactorysupervisorsturnedherin.TheSSbeather,breakingatleast
oneofheranklesandoneofherfeet.Herinjuriesweresoseverethatthey
tookhertothehospital.198
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TheNazisecurityapparatusinchargeoftheoperationscheduleditfor
aSaturday,soastodisruptproductionaslittleaspossibleandarousemin-
imalpublicattention.However,newsspreadthroughoutthecityamong
Jewsandnon-Jewsoverthecourseofthefirstday.199Already,thousands
ofJewshadgoneundergroundthankstoadvancewarning.Survivorsalso
sometimescredit theirescape topurechance.200Althoughchancemay
explain why some people escaped arrest, circumspection and an acute
awarenessof the severityof the raids is amore likely explanationwhy
manyotherindividualswereabletoevadethepolice.Forexample,some
individuals,notsurewhattothink,stayedhomefromworktoseeifthere
wasanytruthtotherumors.Othershadworkedthenightshiftandseen
firsthandtheroundupsastheylefttogohome.201By1943,rumorsofNazi
atrocitiesseemedmorecrediblethantwoyearsearlier,andthecity’sJews
wereontheirguard.

Jewsalsosawforthemselvesthatamassiveraidwasunderway.Onthe
firstmorningoftheoperation,IlselotteThemal’suncle,withwhomshe,
herchild,andherhusbandwereliving,cameintothelivingroomand
toldhertolookoutthewindowatthebuildingnextdoor;hehadheard
screams.Themalsawpoliceherdingwomenontoatruckinthecourtyard
nextdoor.WithherJudensterncovered,shewalkedwithhersontothe
localpostofficeandcalledher friendintheneighboringtownofPots-
dam,WilliVahle.Shetoldhimthefamilywouldliketopayavisit;Vahle
understoodimmediately.Shewentbackhome,passingtrucksfilledwith
Jews.Herlandlord,apartymemberwhohadlongsincestoppedsupport-
ingHitler,cameintotheapartmentandtoldIlselotteandheruncleto
leaveassoonaspossible;hehadheardthatalltheJewswerebeingtaken
away.Ontheirwayoutofthebuilding,theypassedtwomenracinginside
toarresttheremainingJewsstilllivingthere:theThemals.Fearingthe
worstforherhusbandatwork,Ilselotteleftwordwithherlandlordtotell
him,shouldheescape,thattheyhadgonetoWilli’s.ToIlselotte’sgreat
relief,hearrivedattheVahleresidencethatafternoon.202

Thus,thesurprisehomeraids,whichhadstartedbackintheautumnof
1942,continuedduringtheoperation.Insomecases,theseraidsthreat-
enedpeoplealreadyinhiding,suchasHertaFuß,whohadscrambledun-
derthebedtoescapearrest(seefigure1.8).Sheremainedthereforabout
anhour.Hertaattemptedto leavebythefrontdoor,butthekeybroke
offinthelock.Locatedonthethirdfloorofthebuilding,Fuß’sonlyes-
capeoptionwasoutthewindow.Althoughthefoodintheapartmenthad
beenconfiscatedat the timeof thearrests, the sheets andhand towels
remained.Having tiedallof themtogether,Fußwaiteduntil the small
hoursofthemorning—between1:00and2:00a.m.—andloweredherself
outofthewindowtothestreetbelow.Shespentthatnightwanderingthe
streetsofBerlin,andthenextmorningshemadeforanewhidingplace.203
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Despitethecommotioncausedbytheoperation,somepeoplehadno
ideawhatwashappening.PaulaVigdor took illon22February, soher
uncle invited her to stay with him. On Sunday morning, 28 February,
Vigdorwenthomeandfoundherdoorsealedagainstreentry.Hernext-
doorneighboropened thedoorand,astonished to seeVigdor, toldher
theGestapohadbeenlookingforher.Shewastoreporttothemwhen
shereceivedthismessage.Vigdor’sunclecounseledher towait,buthe
wasarrestedtwodayslater.205Vigdorthensubmerged.Similarly,EvaGot-
thilfhadbeenhome sick fromwork for about twoweeks.OnMonday
evening of the operation, Gotthilf had gone out shopping with Aryan
rationcardsshehadprocured.Whenshereturnedhomeat7:30p.m.,her
apartment had been sealed and her father, sister, and brother arrested.
Gotthilfhandedoverherpurchasestoherneighborsandsetofftofind
herfamily.206

TheGroße Fabrik-Aktion,whetheracompleteshockornot,reflected
theBerlinGestapo’s response toevolvingNazipoliciesconcerning the
“Jewish Question.” This massive operation was the capstone in a pro-
cessthathadtakenalmostoneandahalfyearstocomplete.Now,with
fewexceptions,publiclifeasaJewinBerlinwasnolongerpossible.The
operation accounted for almost two-thirds of all attempts to submerge

Figure 1.8. HertaFuß.204
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andaccelerateda tendencythathadbeenoccurringover thecourseof
theprevious sixteenmonths.ManyJewswerenotprepared.Yetdiving
was their best chance for survival. With their apartments sealed, their
possessionsconfiscated,andmanyoftheirlovedonesdeportedorwaiting
inthecollectioncentersfordeportation,thenewU-boatsneededtoact
withspeedandconfidenceiftheyweretoevadetheGestapoandsurvive.

Conclusion

TheNazibanonmostlegalemigrationinautumn1941leftJewishBer-
linerswiththreeavailableoptions.Forsomepeople,thechoiceofcom-
pliance, suicide, or submerging was clear and involved little internal
debate.Others,however,activelystruggledwiththeirdecision.Somede-
porteeslaterfledtheirtransportsoreventhecampsandreturnedtothe
city.Survivorsoffailedsuicideattemptssometimeslatermadethechoice
tosubmerge.Inthechaosof1940sBerlin,Jewshadafewhighlycircum-
scribedchoicesbeforethem.However,theystillconsideredtheiroptions
withwhatagencytheystillhadleft.

DeportationandsuicideweredominantfeaturesofdailyJewishlifefor
thedurationof thewar.Themajorityof thecity’s Jews,approximately
55,000, either complied with their deportation orders or else were en-
snaredbeforetheycouldsubmerge;only1,900returned.Between1941
andtheendofMarch1943,over1,400JewishBerlinerstooktheirown
lives.Fear,obediencetothestate,lackofknowledgeabouteventsinthe
east,anddespair,whiledominantfactors,donotaccountfullyfortheac-
tionsofalldeportees.Familialandcommunalsolidarityalsomotivatedan
unknownbutlikelysignificantnumberofJewstoboardtheirtransports.
Indeed, Jews actively considered and debated compliance; deportation
wasnotmerelyatragicactthatbefellthem.Suicides,likedeportation,
oftenweretheproductsoffearanddespair.Theactoftakingone’slife,
however,hadadeepersignificance.FormanyJews,suicidewastheirfinal
chancetoassertboththeirdignityandtheirrejectionofNazipersecution.

ThefutureU-boatswitnessedtheseeventswithincreasingapprehen-
sionandhorror.Unlikeindividualscommittingsuicide,however,whose
numbersroseandfell intandemwiththenumberofdeportationtrains
leavingthecity,astrikingmajorityofindividualswhosubmergedwaited
to do so until the closing months of 1942 and the beginning of 1943.
Lackofknowledgeofeventsintheeastlikelyexplainsthelowratesof
submergingin1941andearly1942.Evenastherumorsofmassmurder
trickledintothecity,manyindividualsbidedtheirtimeandplannedtheir
actionscarefully.Indeed,mostpeoplewaiteduntilthelastpossiblemo-
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menttosubmerge.TheLargeFactoryOperationattheendofFebruary
1943forcedthehandsofmostJews.BytheendofthefirstweekofMarch,
almost6,500Jewswereinhidingthroughoutthecity.Despiteadecade
ofpersecution,thenexttwenty-sixmonthsprovedtobeunlikeanything
thattheJewsofBerlinhadyet faced.Thechallengesofsubmergedlife
oftenwereoverwhelming, andmostpeopledidnot survive theordeal.
Moreover, on the evening of 2 March 1943, as thousands of Jews still
scrambledtofindshelterandevadearrest,bombersoftheBritishRoyal
Air Force descended upon the city; approximately 480 Berliners per-
ished.207Although itwas a small raid in comparisonwithwhatwas to
come, thebombingspresagedtheextremedifficultiesanduncertainties
awaitingthecity’snewlysubmergedJews.Speedyadaptationtotheirnew
circumstanceswasessentialforsurvival.
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Chapter 2

SURVIVING

Y•Z

InMarch1943,JosephGoebbelsboastedthatBerlinwasjudenfrei.Hewas
wrong.Althoughtheauthoritiesdeportedover8,600Jewsintheimmedi-
atewakeoftheoperation,some6,790Mischlinge (halfJews),membersof
Mischehen (mixedmarriages),Jewishwidowsandwidowersofnon-Jews,
andJewishcitizensofeitherneutralcountriesorthosealliedwithGer-
manystillresidedlegallyinthecityasofthesummerof1943.Inaddition,
at least several thousand U-boats remained at large. Yet the demands
placeduponthemduringtheirinitialmonthsundergroundwereformida-
ble;formany,thechallengeswereinsurmountable.Lackofpreparation,
insufficientcontactwithpotentialaid-givers,andthedemandingrequi-
sitesforsurvivalleftmanyJewsexposedandvulnerable.BetweenMarch
1943andJanuary1944,theGestapo,aidedbyitsnetworkofJewishin-
formantsandciviliandenouncers,likelyarrestedover4,000individuals,
almosttwo-thirdsofthecity’ssubmergedJewishpopulation.1

Central then to theU-boat experiencewas the elemental anddaily
process involved in simply surviving, above all procuring shelter, food,
and,ifpossible,falsepapers,whilealsoavoidingdenunciationandarrest.
Survivalundergroundoftenbecameanindividuallearningprocess,one
characterizedbycontinuoustrialanderrorwithoutasinglecorrectan-
swer.Yetdespitetheformidablechallengesthatawaitedthecity’sdivers
anddashersinalifeontherun,thingswerenotashopelessforthemas
onemightexpect.WhenJewsinthecitydived,itwasnotintoanun-
familiarworldofforeigncustoms,unknownenemies,andanunfamiliar
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landscape.ItwasBerlin;indeed,moreorlessthesameBerlinastheone
theyhadbeenlivinginthedaybeforetheysubmerged,withthesamepat-
ternsofdailylifeandthesamelandscape.Whathadchangedovernight
wasthelegalityoftheirpresence.Andwhiletheirnew,illegalstatusdid
presageahostofnewobstaclestoovercome,mostJewswhosubmerged
hadunknowinglybeenpreparingforthisdayforyears.Indeed,theeight
yearsofNaziruleleadinguptothedeportationshadalreadyprovideda
numberofthecity’sdiversanddasherswithavaluabledegreeoftraining
ofhowtoworkwithinandwithoutthesystem.Thosewhoforyearshad
defiedNaziprohibitionsonJewsfrequentingpublicvenuessuchasthe-
aters,parks,beaches,cinemas,andcafésalreadyhadabasicgroundingin
howtonavigate theseareaswithoutbeingdenounced.Similarly, those
whohadlearnedtomovecomfortablywithoutwearingthestarwereal-
readysomewhatpreparedforhowtoconductthemselves,andtheyknew
whichneighborhoodsweresafestforthem.Middle-classwomenwhohad
foundworkduring the1930s to supplement the family incomealready
had gained useful skills, and they were accustomed to working outside
ofthehomeandtakingontheresponsibilityofheadoffamily.Inshort,
Berlin’sdiverssubmergedintoasocially,culturally,andtopographically
recognizablecontext.

Tobesure,allofthiswouldsoonchange.JosephGoebbels’sSportpa-
lastrede, inwhichhe called for totalwar,hadoccurredon18February
1943,shortlybeforetheLargeFactoryOperation.WorldWarIIwasturn-
ing against the Germans. The Nazis’ drive to capture and exterminate
every single Jewunder their control continuedunabated.Moreover, as
the Allied air campaign against Germany’s cities ramped up, the once
familiar landscapeofBerlinchangedwith it,creatingnewdangersand
obstacles.Yetasthecitychanged,Berlin’ssubmergedJewschangedalong
withit.Theydidnotliveinabubble,watchingaslifeinthecityevolved
beforetheireyes,butratherengagedwiththesechangesandtheensuing
challengesasbestastheycouldandadaptedbasedontheirownpersonal
observationsandexperiences.Thus,U-boatresponsestothechallenges
ofsurvivalwereasvariedanddiverseasthechallengesthemselves.Al-
thoughhelp fromnon-Jewswas instrumental, survival, in the end,de-
pendedonself-relianceandthespeedyacclimationoftheU-boatstotheir
newlife.Findingaplacetoshelterwasincrediblydifficult.Thedangersof
denunciationandincreasingAlliedairraidsonthecityforcedpeopleto
movearoundfrequently.Sourcesoffood,neverplentiful,steadilydwin-
dledasthetideofwarturnedagainstGermany.Toalleviatethephysical
strainsassociatedwithprocuringfood,someU-boatsturnedtotheblack
market.Fortherightprice,theycouldbuynotonlyfoodandrationcards
butalsofalsepapers.Falsepapers,althoughusefulfordeflectingunwanted
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suspicion,wereaninadequatesafeguardagainstthedangersofdenuncia-
tionandarrest.Yetexperiencesofarrestalsovaried,andtheseillustrate
notonlyhowtheU-boatslivedbutalsohowtheNazisdevelopedruthless
andinnovativemethodstocountertheirsurvivaltactics.Indeed,manyof
thecity’sJewishdiversanddashersprovedremarkablyresilientandcre-
ative,asevidencedbyafewboldandsuccessfulattemptstofleetoneutral
countries.

Finding Shelter

Dr.CharlotteBambergsubmergedwithrelativeeaseinJanuary1943.She
wenttoanoldfriend,knownbyallintheneighborhoodas“Papi,”who
told her, “I already have four of your sort. ... I myself live in my fac-
tory, soyouallcanmovearoundfreelyatmyplace.Thedoor ladyhas
beenbribed; shealreadyhas receivedfiftykilogramsofflour.”2Assured
ofaplacetostay,BambergpackedherbelongingsandmovedintoPapi’s
apartment.Severalmonthslater,membersofthesecuritypoliceappeared
attheapartment;someonehaddenouncedthem.Withtheirpapersmore
orlessinorder,Bambergandtheotherswereabletoprovideaplausible
alibi.Yetthepolice left theapartmentonanoteof suspicion:“Youall
definitelyareAryan,right?”3Bambergandtheothersimmediatelyfledto
differentlocations.Thenextday,thepoliceraidedtheapartment.

Bambergnextmovedinwithacountess,andinthesummerof1943,
sherelocatedtoaspareroominPapi’sfactory.ByAugust,however,she
wasbackinPapi’sapartmentwithherformerroommates.Herstaythere
ended in November—this time permanently—with the destruction of
the apartment in an air raid. By this point, long-term shelter had be-
comeincreasinglydifficulttofind.Often,Bambergdidnotlearnwhere
hernextlodgingswerelocateduntilaslateas6:00p.m.Overthecourse
ofthefollowingyearandahalf,Bambergmovedoveradozentimes.She
alwaysmanagedtofindaplacetostay,evenifherroommatessometimes
consistedofmiceandrats:“ButIalwaysmanagedit.Iwasneverwithout
aroofovermyhead.”4Inthisrespect,Bambergwasmorefortunatethan
manyofherfellowsubmergedJews.

Findingandmaintainingaplacetostaywasdifficult;formanyU-boats,
itwasimpossible.Yetwithoutadequateshelter,theyweretooexposed,a
conditionthatcontributedtothehighrateofarrestin1943.Thecen-
tralityofsheltertoJews’experiencesmanifestsitselfinsurvivoraccounts
inthreeways.Thefirstappearsindiscussionsconcerningthecontinual
searchforshelter.Familyinmixedmarriagesandnon-Jewishfriendswere
criticalallies,buthelpoftencamefromunexpectedquarters.Second,sur-
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vivorsdiscuss thequantity andqualityof their accommodations,high-
lightingthediverseandtransientnatureof illegal life.Third, survivors
focusonthe factorsthatpromptedthemtorelocate.Fearfulhosts, sus-
piciousneighbors, personal conflict, and air raids are themain reasons
givenformoving.

ThemajorityofdiverssubmergedspontaneouslyduringtheLargeFac-
tory Operation and often had no immediate recourse to shelter. Even
Jews who had planned ahead frequently found themselves looking for
newplaces to stay.Theeasewithwhich theyacquired lodgingsvaried
considerably.Jewswithgentilefriendsorfamilymembersinmixedmar-
riagesbenefittedfromtheserelationships,asdidthosewhohadconnec-
tionstoresistancegroups.Otherfactors,suchasaccesstomoneyornot
“lookingJewish”alsohelped.Inmanyinstances,however,Jewsonlyhad
theirowninitiativeonwhichtorely,therebyincreasingsubstantiallythe
riskofarrest.5

Gentile friendsandacquaintancesplayedacrucial role insheltering
theirJewishfriends.Theyalsowereresponsibleforconvincingindivid-
uals that survival was feasible. When Eva Gotthilf decided to search
forherfamilyaftertheirarrestduringtheLargeFactoryOperation(see
chapter1),membersofthepolice(Schutzpolizei,orSchupo)turnedher
awayatthecollectioncenter.6Theyurgedhertobesensible;shecould
donothingforherfamily,andshewouldnotbepermittedtostaywith
them.AfterwanderingthestreetsofBerlinduringthenightof28Feb-
ruary,Gotthilfwenttosaygoodbyetonon-Jewishacquaintances.These
acquaintances,however,refusedtoletherleave.Withnopossessionsand
onlyfiftyReichsmarksinherwallet,thefamilytookherinandprovided
herwithshelterforthenexteightmonths.7

ThesupportprovidedbyGotthilf ’sfriendsstandsinmarkedcontrastto
thedisappointmentexperiencedbyothers.Fearofdenunciationandar-
restinhibitedmanywould-behelpers,andpotentialsourcesofaidyielded
nothing more than pity or apologies. Erich Hopp went into hiding in
1942withhiswifeCharlotteandhissonWolfgang.Theyfirstturnedto
friendsandgoodacquaintances for shelter,but tonoavail.One friend
turnedthemdownwiththeexplanationthat“[their]Jewishcorpses...
mightbefoundinhisapartmentafteranairraid.”8Hisfearwasnotun-
founded.9 Jewsoftenchosenot to riskdiscovery intheair raid shelters
andremainedinapartmentsduringthebombings.Yetthedeathofanun-
registeredpersoninanapartmentendangeredthehelpersandanyother
Jewswhomightbeundertheirprotection.

In their postwar accounts, survivors rarely condemn the individuals
whorefusedthemhelp.Rather,theyemphasizethedangerstheirpoten-
tialhostsfacedandthesmall,yetessential,instancesofaidtheyprovided.
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Inparticular, survivorswere grateful for their silence.ErichArndt and
BrunoG.spentmuchoftheirillegallifeinasmallfactory.Afterthewar,
theownerofthefactorybelowtheoneinwhichtheyhadshelteredsaid
thathehadalwayssuspectedthatJewswerehidingthere.Brunoremem-
beredwithgratitude:“[Thisfactoryowner]wasoneofmany,manyGer-
manswhohelpedusnotasmuchas[thosewhoprovideduswithshelter]
butindirectly,someofthemonlybykeepingtheirmouthshut,whichwas
justasimportant.”10ThenumberofU-boatswhosurvivedthankstothe
silenceoftheirGermanneighborsisunknown.Certainly,Germanswho
remainedsilentinthefaceofNazipersecutionbearsomeresponsibility
forthefateofEuropeanJewry.However,adifferentformofsilencesaved
thelivesofhundredsofJewsthroughoutBerlin,demonstratingthepo-
tentiallyredemptivevalueofsilence.Duringatimewhenactionsspoke
louderthanwords,thesilenceofgentilefriends,neighbors,andstrangers
wasof inestimablevalue. Insomecases,non-Jewswho initially refused
to take in Jews either took them in later or put them in contact with
othernon-Jews. In thisway, thecity’sdiversanddashersbuiltaidnet-
worksandfoundaccommodations.Evenstill,itisimportanttoremember
thatnon-JewswhoprovidedsubmergedJewswithatemporaryhomewere
constrainedbythecircumstancesoftheirownlives.Theycouldnotsig-
nificantlyalter theirconduct for thebenefitof those living submerged,
andthereforemanydrewJewsintotheirdailyroutines,sometimesinun-
expectedandunwiseways.CharlotteBamberg’sexperiencewalkingfive
ScottishTerriersandaPersiancattothebusstoptopickupherhelper
fromworkillustratesthisphenomenon(seeintroduction).

U-boats also found shelter with relatives and friends in mixed mar-
riages.Theprevalenceofaidfromtheseindividuals isunknown,yetat
the end of July 1943, 6,790 Jews were still residing legally in the city.
BytheendofFebruary1945,thatnumberhadfallento6,284.11These
individualsandtheirchildren,acutelyawareoftheplightfacingillegal
Jews,reachedouttofamilymembers,andevenstrangers,inanattemptto
findthemhelp.12Certainly,enoughJewsbenefittedfromMischlingeand
Mischehen towarrantoneU-boattoremark,“Ididn’thaveAryanrela-
tives,andsoIstoodalone...”13LillyPost,however,didnotstandalone.
AfternarrowlyescapingarrestinFebruary1943,sheturnedtoanuncle
livinginaprivilegedmixedmarriageandspenttheremainderofthewar
withhim.Inothercases,childrenwhohadmarriednon-Jewswereableto
hidetheirparents.14Ultimately,Jewsinmixedmarriagesservedasavalu-
ablebridgebetweentheworldoftheU-boatsandtheworldofnon-Jews.15

Despite thehelpthat somecouples inmixedmarriages readilygave,
shelteringwith themcarried itsowndangers.Those inMischehenwere
locatedon themarginsofGerman society, suspect in the eyesof their
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neighbors,andoftenwatchedbytheGestapo,sotheywereinaworsepo-
sitiontohelpthannon-Jews.Onefalsesteporanunguardedwordagainst
theregimeendangerednotonlythecouplebutalsotheJewstheywere
concealing.16Moreover,asthewarprogressed,theirlegallyprotectedsta-
tusandcontinuedpresence inGermanlifebecameincreasinglyunten-
ablefortheregime.Already,in1942,MischlingeandcouplesinMischehen
begantobeconscriptedintoforced-laborbattalions.17Startingin1944,
Jewish widows and widowers of non-Jews, hitherto protected from ar-
rest,werealsosubjecttodeportationandthusnolongerabletoaidthe
U-boats.18

SomeJewsalsoturnedtoresistancegroupsforhelp.InFebruary1943,
JizchakSchwersenzfoundedtheZionistyouthgroupChugChaluzi(Pi-
oneerCircle).Themembersof thisgroupestablishedhidingplaces for
dozens of illegal Jews and provided them with food and false papers.19
Communistresistancegroupsalsofiguredinthesalvationofsomepeo-
ple.20Onesurvivorevenclaimedthat“itwasalmostimpossibleforpeople
tosubmergeforyearsonendwhodidnotbelongtotheillegalCommu-
nist organization.”21 This statement is a clear exaggeration; it was also
written in theSovietOccupiedZoneofBerlin.Althoughanumberof
Jews did receive substantial support from communist groups and their
sympathizers,mostillegalJewsdidnotbelongtosuchgroups.Certainly,
intheearlyyearsofNaziBerlin,therewereafewcommunistresistance
groupsinwhichJewsplayedkeyroles,butinthe1930s,whatremained
oftheCommunistPartyofGermany(KPD)hadbeenslowtorecognize
the dangers of National Socialist antisemitic rhetoric. Jewish member-
shipintheKPDduringtheWeimarRepublicwasneverhighinanycase,
withestimatesplacingmembershipin1927atabout1,000outofatotal
membershipof140,000.Indeed,asJohnM.Cox,argues,theKPDnever
showedmuchcourageinconfrontingtheso-called“JewishQuestion.”22
AlthoughKristallnachtchangedthatsomewhat,bythetimeJewsinBer-
lin submerged, theKPDhadbeendecimatedby relentlesspersecution.
Moreover,firmlyaffiliatingoneselftoocloselywitharesistancegroup—
communist or not—was incredibly risky, as the Gestapo could target
thematanytime,andusuallyonlyundertakenbyindividualswithstrong
politicalconvictions.Indeed,thedangersofGestapoinfiltrationwereev-
erywhere,asevidencedbythearrestoftheparty’sentiredomesticleader-
shipatonemeetingin1935.23

Otherindividualsusedmoneytheyhadsavedtoprocureshelter.Jews
who submerged before their scheduled deportation often had money
andvaluablesforbartersetaside.GeorgGustavSegallandhiswifeRita
had2,000RMwhentheysubmergedon10October1942.Thisenabled
themtostayforawhileinhotelsandguesthousesunderfalsenames.The
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moneydidnotlastlong,however,andGeorgsoonsoughtoutpeoplewith
whomtheycouldstay.24Althoughhelpful,moneyalonewasnotenough
toensuresteadyshelter.Theavailabilityoflodgingsalsowascontingent
onone’sappearance:specifically,didone“lookJewish”?25Aftersubmerg-
ingsometimeinlate1942orearly1943,thePineasfamily,husbandand
wife,separated.ThehusbandwenttoVienna,andthewifestayedinBer-
lin. One day, a judge contacted her for an interview, after a parson in
WürttembergchargedhimwithsavingJewsfromthedeportations.Asthe
judgedeemedthatshedidnotlook“pronouncedly”Jewish,heconsidered
heranacceptableriskandsenthertoliveattheparsonageasaguest.26
Indeed,notfittingtheNaziphysicalstereotypeofaJewgavepeoplewith
fairerhairandalightercomplexionanadvantage.27ThemostardentNazi
supportersneverdreamedthatJewscouldlooklikeanythingotherthan
thestereotypicalcartoonsfoundintheNazitabloidragDer Stürmer.

DespitethesupportthatsomeJewsreceivedfromfamily,friends,and
strangers, many individual divers stood alone and relied on their own
initiative to find a place to stay. After her harrowing escape from the
windowofherfirsthidingplace,HertaFußstayedwithanon-Jewishac-
quaintanceforafewdays.Shethenspentanunspecifiednumberofnights
sleepingonthestreets.28Oneday,sheapproachedanelderlywomanand,
afterstrikingupaconversation,inquiredwhetherthewomanknewofa
placewhereshecouldspendafewnights.Fußexplainedthatherbrother
washomeonvacation,andheandhiswifeneededtheirprivacy.Remark-
ingonFuß’s“innocenteyes,”thewomantoldHertathatshehadaplace
forhertostay,andHertamovedinwithher.29Forhomelessindividuals
like Herta, a combination of courage, personal initiative, and an abil-
itytolieseamlesslyweretheirbesthopesforsurvival.However,asthese
U-boatslivedaloneandwithoutstable,trustworthyconnections,theyhad
thegreatestchanceofbeingcaught.Theyhadnowarningifadenuncia-
tionintheircircleofacquaintancestookplaceandfewerpeopletoturnto
forhelpandadvice.InthechaoticandunstablesubmergedworldofNazi
Berlin,theexistenceoftheseindividualswasdoublyuncertain.Indeed,by
November1943,Fußawaiteddeportationafterhercoverstoryfellapart.

Dashingaroundthecityinastruggleforsurvivalwasanindicationof
justhowdifficultitwastoholdontoshelter.Nolocationwascompletely
safe:“Wehadtobeonthemoveconstantly,nothidden inanatticor
basementbutjusttry[sic]toevadebeingcaughtinonewayoranother.”30
Also, the quality of those locations varied considerably, ranging from
comfortablehomestodwellingsscarcelyworthyofthename.Moreover,
theneedforshelterchallengedJews’prewarsocialprejudicesandforced
themintolivingsituationsthatoncewouldhavebeenintolerable.Hid-
ingplaceswereasdiverseasthelivesoftheU-boats,demonstratingboth

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. Not for resale. 



82 • SubmergedontheSurface

theextremeneedfacingthecity’sillegalJewsandthedynamicnatureof
hiding.

Survivors rarely provide a comprehensive list of every place they
stayed,because lifeontherunwassotransient.Eachdaybroughtnew
anxietiesoverfindingcover, andmany individualsoftendidnotknow
untiltheeveningwheretheywouldspendthenight.31Inaneight-month
periodin1943,KurtLindenberghidinfourteendifferentlocations,not
including traincarsandtelephonebooths.Someof thedivers simulta-
neouslyheldmultiplehidingplaces,withonedaytime shelter andone
nighttimeshelter.32Infact,fewpeoplemanagedtoremaininoneloca-
tion for thedurationof thewar.33TheaverageU-boat likely sheltered
inoveradozendifferent locations.34Onemanclaimshemoved twen-
ty-eighttimes.35Butgenerallyonlythoseplaceswherepeoplelivedforan
extendedperiodoftimeorthatstoodoutasnoteworthyreceivemention
insurvivortestimony.Asaresult,manypeopleonlymentionafewplaces
theystayed,eventhoughtheirtestimoniesstatethattheyhidinalmosta
dozendifferentlocations.36

TheexigenciesofsurvivalintroducedtheU-boatstoa“mostcolorful
collection”ofhidingplaces:“Fromaluxurious4bedroomapartmentabove
asmallgardeningsummercottage,abomb-damagedroominabombed-out
house,asalesroominaclothinggoodsstore,aworkerscottageinaBerlin
suburb,etc.”37Indeed,someindividualsfoundrelativelycomfortablelodg-
ingswith thearistocracyor inpleasanthomeswith friendlycompany.38
Others had to contend with cramped, vermin-infested, and primitive
situations.39 Often, the city’s many summer garden cottages (Lauben)
providedshelter.AnarchitecturalfixtureinBerlinandthroughoutGer-
many,thesesmall,unheatedcottageswereoftenlittlemorethanshacks.
Althougharefugefromhostileeyes,theywerescantprotectionfromthe
elements.Dirtfloorsabsorbedthecoldanddamp,andthetemperature
insiderarelyreachedfortydegreesinthewinter.40Often,Jewscouldnot
findevenaLaube.Onewomanandherfamilysleptoutside,onfloors,or
inbasements,“untilgoodfriendseverynowandthengaveusshelter.”41
Indeed,experiencessleepinginthecity’sparks, intrainstationwaiting
rooms,oreveninthecity’sten-centtoiletteswerecommon.42Yetthese
formsof“shelter”wereoftentheonlyrefugemanydiverscouldfind.43

Theneedforrefugealsointroducedsomeindividualstothe“seedier”
elementsofBerlinandforcedthemtoconfronttheirpresentsocialreality.
Despitealmostadecadeofpersecutionandsocialisolation,someJewsstill
clungtotheirpre-Nazisocialstatusandupbringing,attitudesthatsome-
timesconflictedwiththerealitiesofundergroundlife,especiallyforthose
individualswhohadgrownupinasolidlybourgeoismilieu.44Thequicker
theylearnedthatprewarsocialdistinctionshadnoplaceintheirunder-
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groundlife,thesoonertheycouldfocusonsurvival.ErichHoppandhis
sonWolfgangspenttheirfirsttendaysontherunwiththemadamofa
brothelatMulackstraße40a.Thestreet,narrowanddarkeventoday,was
locatedinoneofthemostundesirablequartersofBerlin.45Byhisownad-
mission,ErichHoppwasagiftedindividualandhadbeenawell-respected
manofexcellentfamilybeforetheNazirisetopower:decoratedveteran
oftheFirstWorldWar,professorof literature,author,poet,presidentof
theAssociationofAuthorsfortheProtectionofIntellectualProperty,pre-
sidingmemberof theUnionofGermanIntellectualWorkers,honorary
memberoftheGermanWomen’sBookAssociation,honorarycouncilor
oftheLeagueofFilmActors,grandsonofaKolbergrabbionhisfather’s
side,andgrandsonofthechairmanoftheJewishCommunityofBreslau
onhismother’sside(seefigure2.1).46Herecountedhisimpressionofthe
brothelafterthewar:“Thetableshadbright-coloredlampswhichWolf-
gangthoughtpretty....Ilayawake,reviewingtheparadox:herewewere
safe—inabrothel!Andsafeforhowlong?”TheinhabitantsofMulack-
straße40atreatedHoppwell,butforamanofhissocialandintellectual
situation,the“paradox”musthavebeenextremeindeed.47

Figure 2.1. ErichHopp.48
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Avarietyofindividualfactorspromptedthecity’sdiversanddashers
to relocate, but three predominate in survivor testimony. First, fearing
denunciation,manypeoplewhotookinfugitiveJewslaterturnedthem
out.ThefinancialandphysicalstrainofsupportingJewsandthepersonal
conflicts that sometimesarosebetweendiverandhelperwerea second
factor.Third,airraidsdestroyedthedwellingswhereJewssoughtasylum.
AlthoughAlliedbombing runsonBerlinwerea smallconcern for the
firstthreeyearsofthewar,increasingraidscausedwidespreaddamageand
forcedmanysubmergedJewstosurface.

Submerged Jews frequentlyhad to contendwith theirhelpers’ fears.
AdecadeofNazirulehadturnedneighboragainstneighbor,andmany
non-Jewsturnedindividualsaway,orelseonlyallowedthemtostayfora
nightortwo.DuringtheLargeFactoryOperation,PaulaVigdorturned
to her uncle’s former housekeeper for protection. However, the house-
keeper’ssister-in-lawrefusedtoallowVigdortoremainforlong.Shehad
seenJewsloadedontotrucksandconsideredVigdor’spresenceanunac-
ceptabledanger.Occasionally,thewomendidallowPaulaentryintothe
apartmentatnight.Moreoften,however,nooneansweredthedoor,and
Vigdorhadno alternativebut to sit all night on the front steps.Only
afterrecognizingthatthisshelterwasentirelylosttoherdidVigdorturn
elsewhere.49

Although the fears of many potential helpers were premature, they
werenotunfounded.Thecity’sdiversanddasherscameunderfrequent
suspicion,evenwhen they livedwith falsepapers.50Neighborlycurios-
itywasnotalwaysgood-natured,andresidingillegallyinoneofBerlin’s
manyapartmenthouses,especiallycramped,overcrowdedapartmentflats
in poorer, working-class districts, posed an ongoing challenge. Three-
year-oldFredyK.hadto leavehisfirsthidingplacewhentheacquain-
tanceswhohadtakenhiminweremadeawarebytheneighborhoodthat
hewasa“Jewishtype”( jüdischer Typ).Fredy’shelpers,frightenedbywhat
hadtranspired,returnedhimundercoverofafoggynighttohismother,
whowashiding inadifferentneighborhood.51Several facetsofFredy’s
experiencewarrantcommentaryhere.Thefirstconcernstheresponseof
Fredy’shelpers,whoclearlyviewedtheneighbors’commentsthatFredy
wasa“Jewishtype”asasignthathewasindanger.Yettheexactcircum-
stancessurroundingtheinteractionareunknown.Fredy’stestimony,sub-
mittedattheageofsixtotheOdFinthefallof1946,isremarkablywell
written,andathree-year-oldchild(ashewasatthetimeoftheincident)
wouldnothaverememberedthesedetails.It isthereforelikelythathis
testimonywasdictatedbyhisparents,neitherofwhomhadbeenatthe
scene and who probably received this knowledge from Fredy’s helpers.
Moreover,Fredydevotesonlyonesentenceofhistestimonytodescribing
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this event.We therefore are left to speculateon the context inwhich
theseremarksweremadeandwho,exactly,madethem.Weretheymeant
asapointedwarningoranoutrightthreat?Weretheymadeoutoffear
or hostility, and, if fear, was it fear for Fredy or fear of the authorities
gettinginvolvedintheprivatelivesoftheresidentsofthebuilding?Sec-
ond, Fredy claims that the “neighborhood” (Nachbarschaft) brought up
hisappearancetohishelpers.Thistermsuggestsabroadersuspicionand
concernamongtheresidentsofthebuilding inwhichFredywas living
and indicates that he was not hiding at all but living openly with his
helpers,whichcouldpotentiallyleadtodenunciation.Proceedingfrom
thisisathird,crucialfacetofFredy’sstory:heandhishelperswerenot
denouncedbutrather,dependingonthetoneandcontextinwhichthe
commentsweremade,atmostthreatenedwithdenunciationorelsemade
awarethatFredy’sappearancemightleadahostileunknownintheneigh-
borhood todenouncehim.Althoughagreatdealof researchhasbeen
doneontheroleofdenunciationinNaziGermany,themotivationsof
manyofthedenouncersislargelyunknown,withhistoricalexplanations
forthemotivationsnotgoingmuchbeyondcategorizingthemaseither
“affective”(i.e.,donewitharealregardfortheNaziregimeanditsideol-
ogy)or“instrumental”(i.e.,tosettlepersonalscoresorvendettasanduse
thestateapparatusforone’sownpersonalgain)—thelatterofwhichwas
likelythemorecommonofthetwomotivations.52

WithregardtoFredy’scase,wecannotknow—butshouldstillask—
whyhewasnotdenounced.Afterall,hishelperscertainlyfeltthreatened
andfrightenedenoughtosendhimbacktohismother;theyperceived
a real threat tohis safety.And if the commentonhis appearancewas
meanttosuggestan“affective”desiretodenounce,asitclearlyreflected
adistinctNationalSocialistantisemitic feeling,thenwhydidahostile
neighbor not go straight to the Gestapo? There are several possible—
andnotnecessarilymutuallyexclusive—explanations.Onemightbe,of
course,thatarealconcernforFredy’ssafetymotivatedthecomment.Per-
hapstherewasanardentNaziinthebuilding,oneknownfordenouncing
others,andconcernedneighbors,wantingtoknowaslittleaspossibleof
Fredy’sbackgroundfortheirownprotection, issuedacodedwarningto
lethishelpersknowthat shelteringFredywasdangerous forallparties
involved.Anotherpotentialexplanationisthatthe“neighborhood,”sus-
pectingthatFredywasJewish, issuedapreemptivewarning inorderto
headoffanypossibledenunciation,becauseitdidnotwanttheGestapo
orpolice involved in theworkingsof theneighborhoodorbuilding. If
thiswerethecase,theneighborhoodturneditsbackonFredyandendan-
geredhisverylife,notoutofanyrealaffectionforNationalSocialismand
itsantisemitismbutratheroutofaselfishandstubborndesirefornormal-
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ity,whichtheappearanceofthefearedGestapocouldthreaten.53Indeed,
ifthatwerethecase,whatweseehereisnotmereindifferencetoFredy’s
plight but rather a decidedly aggressive apathy that refused to tolerate
anythingoranyonethatcouldcausedisruption.Onthatscore,itisalso
notunreasonable to speculatewhether theapartmentbuildingperhaps
housedpoliticalopponentsoftheNazisorindividualsengaginginillegal
blackmarketactivitieswhofeltthreatenedbyFredy’sappearanceinthe
neighborhood.

Another potential explanation for the warning is that the neigh-
borissuingitwasnotentirelysureanddidnotwanttorunafoulofthe
Gestapo by falsely denouncing Fredy’s hosts. Indeed, the scale of false
denunciations made on instrumental grounds was so great in the early
yearsoftheThirdReichthattheGestapo,perpetuallyunderstaffedand
overstretched,madeitacrimetofalselydenouncesomeone.54Fredy,of
course,was tooyoung toknowthis,butadultU-boatswerenot.Take,
forinstance,thecaseofthediverKonradLatte.Agiftedmusician,Latte
camouflagedhimself and spentpartof thewar travelingGermanyas a
memberofatouringmusicgroup.Whileontour,Latte’sfuturewifein-
formedhimthatacertainwomaninthegroup,anardentNazi,wasabout
toreportLattetotheGestapoonsuspicionofbeingJewish.Withnofalse
papers—Lattecontinuallyclaimedtheyhadbeenlostinanairraidand
wasawaitingnewpapers,whichlikelyarousedthewoman’ssuspicions—
Latterealizedhehadnootherchoicethantoconfrontthewoman.As
reportedbyhischronicler,“[Konrad]toldthewomanhewouldnottoler-
atetheoffenseofbeingcalledaJew,andinvitedhertoaccompanyhim
to the Gestapo office to settle the question, reminding her of the stiff
penalties fordenouncinga trueGerman.Shedeclined,and thematter
died.”55InFredy’scase,adegreeofuncertaintymightverywellhavemade
theneighborcommentingonFredy’sappearancethinkitbesttoissuea
thinlyveiledwarningratherthanriskafalsedenunciation.

OnefinalandimportantfacetofFredy’sstoryistheactualcomment
thattheneighborhoodthoughthelookeda“Jewishtype.”Fredy’stesti-
monyonthatscoreisratheruniqueamongtheOdFtestimoniesinthat
the issue of “looking Jewish” rarely appears in these early testimonies,
althoughitdoesshowupabitmorefrequentlyinlatertestimoniesand
memoirs. Interestingly, survivors rarely elaborate on what it meant to
“lookJewish,”suggestingthatevendecadesafterthedemiseoftheThird
Reich, thematterof “looking Jewish”within thecontextofNaziGer-
manywassomehowself-evident.Onesurvivoronlywentsofarastosay
that her husband, also living submerged, did not look Jewish, and she
elaboratedbystatingthathedidnotlooklikea“Stürmercaricature”(see
image,below).Thissuggestsanastoundingdegreeofcredulityonthepart
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of Der Stürmer’s seven-hundred-thousand-strong readership, something
that likely aided submerged Jews,noneofwhom resembled thebizarre
andoftenphoto-touchedportrayals.56

Suchcaricaturesastheonepicturedabove,hallmarksofthevirulently
antisemiticDer Stürmer,portrayedJewishmenassquat,overweight,and
physicallyunfit,oftenbalding,butotherwisewithblackhair,large,down-
ward-hookednoses,protruding,fleshy lips, and,occasionally, aneffem-
inatedemeanor, all ofwhichwasmeant, in thewordsof thehistorian
ClaudiaKoonz,to“alertreaderstotheconnectionbetweeninnerdeprav-
ityandexternalappearance”centraltoNaziraceideology.58Evenifnot
allGermanswereashatefullygullibleasthereadershipofDer Stürmer,
Nazi propaganda for nearly a decade had impressed upon the German
public that Jews looked and acted a certain way. For those individuals
whoboreabsolutelynoresemblancetoNazipropagandistimagesofJews,
camouflaging one’s self as Aryan to navigate the streets of Berlin was
an excellent strategy. Indeed, many of the U-boats recognized the ab-
surdityoftheNazis’antisemiticstereotypes,andafewevenmanagedto
havesomefunwithitwhilehighlightingthestupidityandinaccuracyof
thestate’sracialpropaganda.BrunoG.,who,inhisownwords,didnot
look“typicallyJewish,”datedaJewishgirlwholooked“Aryan”:shehad
blondehair,blueeyes,andwastallandslim.Intheaftermathofthein-
troductionoftheJudenstern,Brunoandhisgirlfriendintentionallyused
towalkaroundbusypartsofthecity,theirstarsprominentlydisplayed,
enjoying the staresof passersbywhocouldnotbelieve that the twoof

Figure 2.2. “JewishCongress,”Der Stürmer,no.34(July1934).57
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themwereJews.59Althoughuseful,asalmostallofthetestimoniesdis-
cussing not “looking Jewish” indicate, years of Nazi antisemitic propa-
gandahadmanagedtopervadenotonlythemindsofardentNazisbut
alsothoseofmostGermans,bothJewishandnon-Jewish.Asaresult,just
ashavingasupposednon-Jewishappearancewasaconsiderablebenefit
tosomeU-boats,beinga“Jewishtype”complicatedmatters.Indeed,fears
oflookingJewish,heightenedbyyearsoftheantisemiticcaricaturesand
propagandathathadpermeatedsociety,causedsomeJewstoexaggerate
intheirownmindsthe“Jewishness”oftheirfeatures.60Tocounterthese
stereotypes and allay their own fears, some female U-boats dyed their
hair.61Onewomanevenwentsofarastoundergorhinoplastytochange
herappearance,thinkingthathernosewastooJewish,despitewhatnon-
Jewstoldhertothecontrary.62

SuspiciousandhostileneighborsonthelookoutforJewswerenotthe
onlyfactorsforcingmanydasherstobeconstantlyonthemove.Thedes-
titutionofmanyoftheseindividualspresentedanunsustainablephysical
andfinancialburden for somehelpersandwasyetanother reason that
causedthemtoturnouttheU-boatswhohadsoughtshelterwiththem.
One survivor lostherhidingplaceofninemonthsdue to the“univer-
sallycatastrophicfoodprovisioning”thatgrippedthecityin1944.63Her
helpercouldnolongerfeedher.AlthoughtheaverageGermanengaged
innon-heavyemploymentwasentitledto2,400caloriesperday,thisfig-
urebecameincreasingly“theoretical”asthewarentereditsfinalyears.64
Jewsandtheirhelperswithneitherthemeansnortheinclinationtopro-
curefoodontheblackmarketwerereducedtosharing,and2,400calories
perdaydidnotsufficefortwopeople.

PersonalconflictbetweensubmergedJewsandtheirhelpersalsocon-
tributedtothetransientnatureofsubmergedlife. InlateNovemberor
earlyDecember1943,HertaFußturnedtoaformercolleagueforshelter,
asFußhad recentlyescaped fromthecollectioncampandrequiredas-
sistance.Fußnotedthatthiscolleague livedtogetherwithan“Aryan,”
suggestingthatthecolleaguewaseitherJewishoraMischling.Oneeve-
ningaround11:00,whileFußwaswashingherclothes,thecolleagueen-
teredtheroomandorderedhertoleaveimmediately.Fußthrewherwet
clothingoverherarmandheadedtoahotel.65Apparently,thecolleague’s
partnerhadfalleninlovewithher.Hertadoesnotelaborate,butperhaps
there had been an affair, or the man had made advances. Possibly the
colleaguemerelysuspectedapartialityonhispart.Inanyevent,thiscase
servesasausefulcorrectivetoromanticizedvisionsofheroichelpersand
solidaritywithJewsinthefaceofNazipersecution.Humaninsecurities
continuedto intrudeonthe livesof theU-boatsandtheirhelpersand
furthercomplicatedeffortstofindandmaintainlodgings.
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Bombingsalsofrustratedeffortstofindshelter.Alliedairraidsdestroyed
hidingplacesanddisplacedalmosteveryU-boatduringthewar.Bytheend
ofthewar,overonemillionBerlinerswerehomeless.66Indeed,astheair
waragainstBerlinintensified,thechancesoffindingsuitableshelterwors-
ened,andthephysicalalterationstothecityscapecausedbytheairraids
hadadirectimpactontheU-boats’chancesforsurvival.Thephysicalsta-
bilityofBerlin,whichhadinitiallybeenaknownconstantwhenmostJews
dived,begantoshiftoutofallrecognition,withdisastrousconsequences:
“Theheavyairattacksaccumulated,littlebylittleallacquaintancesand
friendswerefullybombedout,andwenolongerhadaccommodations.”67
Loss of shelter deprived Jews of essential protection and exposed them
todiscoverybytheauthorities.Insomerespects,theAlliedairraidscer-
tainlybroughtsomemeasureofhopeandasenseofabstractjusticetothe
U-boatsandtheir friends.Onesurvivorremarkeddecades later thatshe
usedtowishthebomberscouldswoopdownandpickherup.68Another
saidthatheneverreallythoughtthefallingbombscouldhurthimandhis
submergedfriends:thebombswerefortheGermans,notthem.69Yetthat
waswishfulthinking.Thebombs,ofcourse,fellatwill,destroyingessential
shelterandcausinginjuryanddeathtoJewsandnon-Jewsalike.

Insurvivortestimony,airraidsusuallyblendtogether,therebystressing
thestrongassociationmadebymanyU-boatsbetweendailylifeandthe
air war against Berlin. Survivor depictions of the raids underscore the
broadlyfeltfearanduncertaintyofundergroundlife.Onenotableexcep-
tion,however, istheairborneBattleofBerlin,directedbyAirMarshal
ArthurHarrisoftheBritishRoyalAirForce(RAF).70TheRAFwaged
thisairbattleagainstthecityfromAugust1943untiltheendofMarch
1944.However,thefirstmassivestrikeagainstthecitydidnotcomeun-
til 22–23 November. These two evenings witnessed the only attempt
byAlliedforcestoigniteafirestorminthecity,thelikesofwhichcon-
sumedHamburgandDresden.Onlyduetoitswideboulevardsandopen
spaceswasBerlinabletoavoidtotalcatastrophe.71Nevertheless,onthe
firstnightalone,over700bombersdropped1,132tonsofhigh-explosive
bombsand1,334tonsoffirebombsonthecity,thesecondlargesttonnage
droppedonthecityduringtheentirewar.72Between22and26Novem-
ber, thecity suffered staggering losses:400,000homeless,68,000domi-
cilesdestroyed,and2,966dead.73TheNovember raidsare someof the
only raidson thecitymentionedbymultiple survivors.74Despitemore
thaneighteenmonthsofbombingsandthedevastatingBattleofBerlinin
AprilandMay1945,theeventsofNovember1943stoodoutwithclarity.
Thebombingswereofsuchmagnitudethatonesurvivorevenusesthem
topinpointthedateofherarrest.75U-boatvictimsoftheseraidsnotonly
losttheirshelter,theyalsolosttheirfewremainingpossessions,including
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food,money,andfalsepapers,therebycomplicatingeffortstosurvive.76
The raids, however, did not destroy solely shelter. Dr. Charlotte Bam-
berg’sjuxtapositionoftheNovemberraidswithherlifeinthepreceding
monthsistellingofthepoweroftheraidstodemolishmorethancon-
creteandstone:“Weenjoyedlodging,ahousehold,andconvivialliving,
untilbeingbombedoutfully[inNovember]1943.”77

Theimmensedifficultiesassociatedwithfindingandmaintainingshel-
terwereaconcernthroughoutthewar.However,evidenceindicatesthat
theproblemoflocatingsuitableplacestostaywasevenmoreacuteinthe
openingmonthsaftersubmerging,asJewsattemptingtoliveillegally in
thecitystillneededtobuildupnetworksofhelpers.Thefirstmonthswere
thereforeaperiodofacclimation,ofexperimenting,offiguringoutwhom
to trust. Frightened hosts and suspicious neighbors, although common,
werenottheonlyfactorspromptingthediverstomove.Thefinancialand
emotionaldemandsofprovidingforU-boatsledtoopenconflict.Theair
raidswereanaddedconcern.Particularlyin1943,whenseveralthousand
U-boatswerestilllivinginthecity,bombsforcedpeopleintotheopenand
leftthemevenlesspreparedforillegallifethantheyhadbeenpreviously.

Food and False Papers

Helene and Paul Helft had been arrested on the first day of the Large
FactoryOperation.SomewherenearDresden,Heleneandherhusband
escapedtheirtransport.Afterspendingtwonightsintheforestwithout
foodorshelter,Helenemadeherwaytobusiness friendsnearDresden.
ShereceivedfoodandmoneytogetherandherhusbandbacktoBerlin.
InBerlin,Helenedecidedtotrytoretrievesomeofherpossessionsfrom
hersealedapartment,buttheapartment’sporterfetchedthepolice.Only
throughhercunningwasHeleneabletoescapearrest,althoughshedoes
notsayhow.78Helene’sexperienceillustratesacentralproblemformany
U-boats: Jews foundthemselvesundergroundwith littleornomoney.79
Thus,anumberofJewsdefiedallrisktogetintotheirformerapartments
toretrievecashoranypossessionsthatmightbeusedtotradeorsellfor
food,falseidentificationpapers,andotheressentials.80

Theavailabilityof food inBerlindecreasedata timewhenU-boats
needed it most. Most Jews, deprived of legal access to meats, fats, and
fruitsincerationingbegan,wereinasubstantiallyweakenedstatewhen
theysubmerged.81Mindfulofthedamagethatpoorrationshadinflicted
uponcivilianmoraleduringWorldWarI,theNazissetupacomplexsys-
temofrationingmeanttokeeptheGermanpeopleworkingforvictory.82
CombinedwiththesevereexploitationofagriculturalregionsinEastern
Europe,therationingsystemenabledtheNazistatetoprovideforitscit-
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izensuntilthefinalweeksofthewar.Indeed,bythebeginningof1944,
Germansremainedthebest-nourishedpeople inwar-tornEurope.83Yet
rationscontinuedtodecline,especiallyinregardstomeatsandfats.At
thestartofthewar,meatconstituted12percentofastandardconsumer’s
monthlydiet, and fats constituted6.5percent.By themiddleof1943,
thosefigureshaddroppedto5.7percentand3.4percent,respectively.By
April1945,thefigureshadreached0.9percentand1.9percent.84Con-
sidering that theNazi statedidnotalwaysmeet itspromised rationing
targets,thetruefiguresmightbesomewhatless.ForsubmergedJews,they
were undoubtedly much lower, during a time when they needed every
ounceofenergytostaynimble,alert,andaheadoftheirenemies.

Hunger reached such proportions that some U-boats turned to eat-
ingspoiledfood,oldsausagecasings,orevendogbiscuits.85Jewshadfew
other options open to them to alleviate their desperate hunger pangs.
Somenon-Jewsdidsharefood,orelsetheyundertookthedangeroustask
ofprocuringfoodbytradingorsellingJews’possessions.86Infact,fornon-
JewsunabletoshelterU-boats,providingfoodwasanimportantwayfor
themtocontributetotheirsurvival.87U-boatswhohadmoneysometimes
chosetoeatsetmeals(Stammgerichte)inarestaurantorpub.Themeals
intheselocalesdidnotrequirerationcards.However,theyalsolacked
fatandmeatandwereneitherheartynorappetizing.88OneU-boatinhis
earlytwentiesclaimsheatefiveportionsadaytokeepuphisstrength.89
Otherwise,someindividualsturnedtostealingtofeedthemselves.Atone
pointduringthewar,BrunoG.receivedarationcard for twohundred
gramsofbread.Hewentintoabakerywhenitwasemptyandrequested
fourrolls,knowingthatthebakerwouldhavetoturnaround.Whenshe
did,Brunoreachedbehindthecounterandgrabbedahandfulofration
stamps. He then waited calmly for his rolls, handed over the requisite
stamps,gavetheHitlersalute,andwalkedout.90

Submerged Jews also put what little money they had toward buying
falsepapers,avaluableassetinthestruggletoevadearrest.Yetoneusually
couldnotprocurefalseidentificationpaperswithoutgreatfinancialout-
layandrisk.Moreover,as1943progressed,thepostalidentificationcard,
oneofthemostcommonandaccessibleformsofidentification,nolonger
countedasvalididentificationduringpassinspections.Asaresult,many
Jewswereleftwithexpensiveidentificationpapersofquestionablevalue.91
Evenwhenanindividualreceivedthepapersgratis,heorshestillhadto
paytohavethephotographchangedandanewofficialstampaffixed.Of-
ten,theycouldnotaffordtheexorbitantpriceschargedfortheseservices.

Inearly1943,KonradFriedländerdecided thathispostal identifica-
tioncardwasnolongeraguarantorofhissafety.Hethereforeturnedto
hisgoodfriendRudolfKopp.Koppprovidedhimwithanofficialidentity
card,filledoutbytheHighCommandoftheArmedForces(Oberkom-
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mando der Wehrmacht, or OKW) (see figure 2.3). Yet even these ex-
cellentpapersonlyprotectedFriedländer incaseof raidsby thepolice
orWehrmacht.Theywerenot,afterall,anidentificationofcitizenship.
Also,thecostofforgingthepaperswas6,000RM,anexorbitantsumthat
oneofKonrad’shelperspaid.92Althoughfalsepapersvariedconsiderably
inprice,andFriedländer’sappeartobesomewhatpricierthanmany,most
recordsindicateacostofatleast2,000RMfordecentlyforgedpapers.93
Friedländer’sgoodfortuneinhavingsuchfriendswasnotuniqueamong

Figure 2.3. OKWOfficialIdentityCardofRudolfKoppUsedbyKonrad
Friedländer.Inadditiontoname,birthdate,andcurrentaddress,thecardlists
Friedländer’sbuild(medium),theshapeofhisface(oval),hishaircolor(dark
blond),andhiseyecolor(brown).Thephotographwithcorrespondingsealwas
centraltoanywell-forgedsetofidentificationpapers.94
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survivors.However,highratesofarrest suggest that italsowasnot the
rule.Formanypeople,falsepapersandasteadysupplyoffoodwerenei-
thersafenoreasytocomeby.Thosenotfortunateenoughtoreceivefalse
papersandfoodfromfriendssometimesturnedtotheblackmarket.

The Black Market

TheblackmarketwasacentralfeatureinthelivesofBerliners,aliminal
space,undergroundyetinplainsight,whereJewsandnon-Jewsalikeoper-
atedincontraventionofthelaw,albeitwithagreatdifferenceinrisk.95It
wasvast,comprisinghundredsofindividualandoverlapping“networks.”
For some people, including U-boats, trading on the black market func-
tionedas theirprimaryoccupation, and the individual sometimesoper-
atedinasmanyasfiftyorsixtydifferenttrading“rings.”96Inothercases,
thelevelofinvolvementwassmaller,involvingperhapsfortyindividuals
operatingthroughonecontact.97Until1944,mostillegaltradeoccurred
indoors: inbars, restaurants, andcafés.98Thegradualdestructionof the
cityforcedthetradetomoveoutdoors,andallareasofBerlinhadsome
levelofblackmarketactivity.However,almost50percentofalltradeoc-
curredinoneoffourneighborhoodslocatedinthecenterofthecity:the
Mittedistrict(16.7percent),followedbyCharlottenburg(11.5percent),
PrenzlauerBerg(9.8percent),andSchöneberg(7.5percent).99Evidence
suggeststhatthevarioussitesof illegaltradewerewellknown,andthis
parallelundergrounddrewinanumberofJewslookingtoearnaliving.100
However,notallJewswhoturnedtotheblackmarketdidsoforfinancial
gain.Mostweresearchingforfood,falsepapers,andothergoods.101Stud-
iesshowthatthetwomostsought-afterproductsontheblackmarketwere
foodandfoodstamps(23percent)andmaterial/clothing(23percent);to-
baccofollowed(19percent),thenservices(13percent).Thesedatacorre-
spondtotheneedsofmanyJewswhobravedtheblackmarket.102

Survivoraccountstestifytotheimportanceoftheblackmarket,the
exorbitantpricescharged,andtheadvantagesofhavingtakenmoneyand
goodsintohiding.WhenAdolfBielschowskysubmergedon16October
1942, he took with him approximately 6,000 RM. Of that, 2,500 RM
wenttowardobtainingadoctoredservicerecordbook.Bielschowskyob-
tained the book from a certain Wichmann, a Jew active on the black
marketduring1943.WichmannhadbeenintroducedtoBielschowskyat
asmallcaféinthecenterofthecitybyFranzKaufmann,aJewishcon-
verttoChristianity.KaufmannwasactiveintheConfessingChurchand
wasknown forhelpinghundredsof Jewsobtain falsepapersandration
cards.103Inadditiontothe2,500RM,Bielschowskypaid150RMtohave
hisownphotographaddedtotheillegaldocument.104
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Althoughfalsepaperswereinhighdemand,foodwasthemostsought-
aftercommodity.Asthewarprogressed,itbecameoneofthemostexpen-
sive.105Bielschowskypaid250RMforacompletebookofrationstamps.
Individualfoodstampsvariedinprice,between9RMand10RM.Heinz
GoldmannboughthisrationcardsfromaFrenchmanattheS-Bahnstop
HohenzollerndammonthesouthwestedgeoftheBerlincitycenter.Ac-
cording tohisbrotherHerbert,Goldmannpaid60RMfor rationcards
equalingonepoundof fatand30RMforrationcardsentitlingthecar-
riertoonepoundofmeat.106SincemanyJewssubmergedwithlittleorno
money,thecostoffoodontheblackmarketwasdoubtlessprohibitive.107

ThesiteswhereJewsencounteredtheblackmarketdemonstratethe
centralityof restaurants, pubs, train stations, andotherpublicmeeting
placestothepursuitofillegaltrade.Bielschowsky’sfirstblackmarketcon-
tactmovedawayinJuly1943,buthesoonfoundanewconnection,when
astrangerapproachedhiminasmallbarintheneighborhoodofPren-
zlauerBergandasked ifheneededrationstamps.TheU-boatLeopold
Chonesalsoboughthis ration stamps inapub, theLokalSüdstern, in
theBerlindistrictofNeukölln.108Theselocationsservedasvenueswhere
Jewscouldsocializewithbothnon-JewsandU-boatsandestablishvalu-
abletradingcontacts.Forexample,theGoldmannbrothersfrequenteda
restaurantcalledZumKlaussner.TheretheymetPaulRegensburger,also
knownasDr.Regen,anotherU-boat.

Yettheblackmarket,althoughacentral featureinthelivesofmany
U-boats, was dangerous. Kurt Lindenberg recalled, “The fantastic sums
thatonecouldearnthroughillegaltradedidnotcomparetotheaccom-
panying danger. Actually, all of my illegally living acquaintances, who
quietly occupied themselves with illegal trade, were ‘nabbed’ sooner or
later.”109ThearrestofoneJewinablackmarketcircleoftenledtothear-
restsofothers.110Indeed,betweenAugustandOctober1943,theGestapo
arrestedAdolfBielschowsky,hiscontactWichmann,PaulRegensburger
andtheGoldmannbrothers,andLeopoldChones.InthecaseofRegens-
burger,thepolicefoundhimdiningatZumKlaussner.111Still,needand
desiredrovecountlessJewsontotheblackmarket.Formany,itwasthe
onlysourceoffoodandfalsepapers.AlthoughthenumberofU-boatsreg-
ularlyworkingontheblackmarketappearstohavebeensmall,somelevel
ofcontactwithillegaltradingoftenwasunavoidable;itenabledsurvival.

Arrest

Fritz-GüntherMeyerandhiswifesubmergedon8May1943.TheMey-
ersfoundshelterwithanon-Jew,and,withthehelpofanotherU-boat,
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Fritz-GüntherfoundworkasasupernumeraryattheStateOpera.On10
September1943,underunknowncircumstances,theauthoritiesarrested
Meyer’swifeandtookher to thecollectioncenter in theGroßeHam-
burgerStraßetoawaitdeportation.Determinedtosavehiswife,Meyer
turnedtoaformercolleaguenowworkingatthecollectioncenter,aJew-
ishorderly(Ordner)namedBaches.Bachesoperatedasacourierbetween
Meyerandhiswife.HesmuggledinapackageofshoesandglovesforFrau
Meyerandahammerandchiseltoeffectherescape.Inturn,hebrought
Meyeraletterfromhiswife,assuringhimofherwell-beinganddetermi-
nationtoholdon.Soon,however,thenewsreachedMeyerofhiswife’s
impendingdeportation.Inresponse,hewrotealettertothecampleader-
ship,requestingastayofhiswife’sdeportationandhisintentiontoturn
himselfovertotheauthoritiesintwelvedays,aftersettlinghisaffairs.

Meyer, however, had no intention of turning himself in. Rather, he
attemptedtostalltheauthorities,whilemakingthefinalpreparationsfor
hiswife’sescape.Tothatend,on28September,MeyerpaidBachesavisit
athisapartment.HeproceededtogiveBachesarope,twosteelsaws,and
somemedication,inthehopethathiswifecouldusethemtoescapeher
transport.112HealsogaveBachesalettercontaininginstructionsonhow
andwherehiswifebestcouldexecuteherescape.Heincludedatimeta-
ble,travelcards,andapunchedtrainticketfromBerlintoBreslauforhis
wife’suse.MeyerthenarrangedtomeetwithBachesthe followingday
at2:00p.m.WhenhearrivedatBaches’sapartment,agentsoftheState
Policearrestedhim.113

In Nazi Berlin, the phenomenon of arrest was omnipresent. At one
pointoranother,mostU-boatsnarrowlyescapedfromthepoliceandtheir
informants,andalmostallknewofsomeonewhohadfallenpreytoarrest.
Indeed,theGestapo’sformidablemethods,developedundertheaegisof
theReichMainSecurityOffice,werehighlyeffective.Nazisecurityforces
apprehendedapproximately65percentofallU-boatsoverthecourseof
1943,accountingforalmost88percentofallarrestsofsubmergedJews.114
AlthoughtheNaziscontinuedtheirpursuitofillegalJewsuntiltheclos-
ingdaysofthewar,evadingcapturein1943provedmostdifficult.

In Berlin, agents of the Gestapo hunted down the city’s divers and
dashers,workingfromdetailedlistsobtainedfromtheJewishRegistration
Office (JüdischeMeldestelle) and theBerlin JewishCommunity.They
comparedtransportlistswiththenamesofdeportedJews,allowingthem
toascertainwhetheraJewhadsubmerged.115Withthislistinhand,the
Gestapomethodicallypursueditsprey,relyingonthreeprimarymethods
toensnaretheU-boats.First,passinspectionsandpoliceraids,although
alsoausefulmeansoftrackingdownmilitarydeserters,wereeffectivein
identifyingfugitiveJews.Second,denunciationbynon-Jewswasanom-
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nipresentthreat.Notinfrequently,denunciationsledtoadominoeffect
andthearrestofdozensofillegalJewsinashortspanoftime.Agentsof
theGestapoalsocoercedU-boatstheyarrestedintodivulgingtheloca-
tionsofotherJews.Insomecases,theyevenpersuadedsomeoftheseJews
towork for them.These so-calledFahnder (searchers),although few in
number,provedtobeathirdandequallyinsidiousthreattoJewsattempt-
ingtoevadearrestanddeportation.

Pass Inspections

On20September1943,membersof theKriminalpolizei(CriminalPo-
lice)cameuponforty-five-year-oldMaxZickelinthecity’sMittedistrict.
Uponquestioning,Zickelfailedtoprovideproperidentification.Hesoon
admitted to having not worn the Jewish Star for over a year, and the
policetookhimintocustody.116Zickel’sencounterwiththecity’spolice
wasanall-too-commonoccurrenceforthecity’sillegalJews.Discussion
ofpassinspectionsinsurvivoraccountsisusuallyquitematter-of-factand
cursory,suggestingthattheinspectionsweresuchanintrinsicpartoflife
inthecityastowarrantlittleexplanation.Indeed,carryingIDpapershad
beenafixtureofGermansociety,evenbeforetheNaziseizureofpower.
Onlyby this point, for theU-boats, thesepapersmeant thedifference
betweenlifeanddeath.Comprehensivearrestrecordsdonotexist,but
inspectionslikelyaccountforalargenumberofarrests,especiallyduring
1943,whenmanyU-boatswerewithout shelter.Although falsepapers
providedsomelevelofprotection,Jewshadtotrusttotheirknowledge
ofwhenandwheresuchinspectionsmightoccurandadjustaccordingly.

NavigatingthestreetsofBerlinwasanerve-wrackingaffair,andthe
U-boatshadtobeonguardconstantly.Thepolicecordonedoffsections
ofstreets,requiringallpeopletoshowidentification.MaleU-boatswere
atparticular risk,as thepurposeofpass inspectionshadasmuchtodo
withtrackingdowndesertersfromtheGermanarmyandfugitiveforeign
workersaswithlocatingfugitiveJews.117Whenthepolicewereindoubt
astoaperson’sidentity,theysometimestippedoffJewsworkingforthe
Gestapo that someone they inspectedmightbe Jewish.118Moreover, as
thewarprogressedandtheGermanhomefrontradicalizedinthefaceof
totalwarandincreasinglydiminishedprospectsforvictory,theseinspec-
tions increased in frequency.119 Over time, the city’s camouflaged Jews
operating in public recognized the most likely locations for police and
Gestaporaids:certaincafésandrestaurants,theopera,theblackmarket,
andtrainsbecameoff-limitsforallbutthemostdaring.120

ManyU-boatsdevelopedspecifictacticstomitigatethedangersofpass
inspections.Amongmenoffightingage,appropriatemilitaryidentifica-
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tionanduniformswereinvaluable.GünterFabian,twenty-threeyearsold
atthetimeofhisflightunderground,wasinpossessionofanidentifica-
tion card issued by the German Volkssturm (Home Army). His future
father-in-law also provided him with a Volkssturm armband, allowing
himtoblendinwithothermenhisageanddeflectsuspicion.121Other,
youngermendonnedHitlerYouthuniforms,demonstratingtheirbelief
thatanoutwarddisplayofsupportfortheregimeservedasaformofpro-
tectionagainstsuspiciousGermans.ForJewslackingfalsepapersorabor-
roweduniform,thebestwaytodeflectsuspicionwasnottorunorslink
awayintotheshadowsbutrathertoengagepeople:“Thebestmeansof
disarmingamistrustfulstarringpersonwastoaskthemwhereastreetwas
orforalightforacigarette.”122Althoughthesemethodsdidnotprotect
onefromlarge-scalepassinspections,theydidlessenthechancesofbeing
reportedtothenearestpoliceofficer.

AstheairwaragainstBerlinintensified,theneedtotakecoverputthe
U-boatsinadifficultposition.Publicbunkersweresubjecttoinspections,
and Jews were hesitant to use apartment basements, as their presence
mightraiseawkwardquestionsamongtheresidentsandtheairwarden.123
Asaresult,Jewsofteneschewedpropershelter,atleastuntiltheclosing
daysof thewar forcedmanytoriskthebunkers.Formostof1943and
1944,however,somehadnootheralternativethantotakecoverinthe
streets, inparks,or in “slit trenches”andwatch thebombs fall around
them:“Oftenenough,Isawdeathbeforemyeyes...”124Morecommonly,
theyopted to remain in the apartmentsof theirhelpers, vulnerable to
shatteringglass,fire,and,mostfatally,adirecthit.125

IfaU-boatsurvivedtheairraid,theystillhadtocontendwithdiscov-
erybythebuilding’sresidents.126Indeed,thefirsttaskoftheairwarden
aftertheall-clearsirensrangwastheinspectionofthebuildingandeach
apartmentfordamage.Jewswereawareofthisthreat,anddespitethefire
andturmoilthatengulfedentireneighborhoods,theycouldnotrest.As
thewardensmade their rounds,U-boats fledorhid themselves as best
theycould. InAugust1944,ErichFriedländerexperiencedanearmiss
whenanairraidtargetedtheneighborhoodofFriedrichshain.Asthesi-
rens rang, Friedländer, fully dressed andprepared toflee after the raid,
tookhisplaceinthecorridorofthebuilding’ssecondfloor,protectedonly
bythewallsandtwothickblankets.Bombsdirectedatalocalfactorypul-
verizedtheneighborhood.Onebombdestroyedtheentirefourthfloorof
Friedländer’sbuilding,halfofthethird,aportionofthesecond,andthen
droppedintotheneighboringbasement,whereitexploded.Aftertheraid
ended, Friedländer heard the voice of the air warden coming to make
his inspections.Erichattempted tohide in the lavatory.By thispoint,
however,theupperfloorsofthebuildingwereablaze.Takingadvantageof
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theensuingconfusionamongtheneighbors,Friedländergrabbedhispos-
sessionsandfledthroughthesmokeandfiretohisnexthidingplace.127

Denunciation

On7August1943,theGestaporeceivedthefollowinganonymoushand-
writtenletter:

Urgent.JewishMatter
Wish to make an important communication to you con-

cerningaJewess.Ihavenoticedforsometimethatpeopleare
hidingaJewessinthisbuilding,andshedoesnotwearastar.

TheJewess iscalledBlumenfeld,andshe isbeingsecretly
hidden[sic]byFrauReichert,BerlinW.,38PassauerStrasse,
3floorsup,frontbuilding.Thismustbestoppedimmediately,
sendanofficialstraightawayabout7inthemorningtopick
thiswomanup.

Whenthis Jewess lived in thebuildingbefore shewasal-
wayscheekyandstuckup.Butyouwillhavetobequickbe-
causeotherwiseshemightdisappearandgosomewhereelse.

 HeilHitler128

WhentheauthoritiesarrivedattheapartmenttoquestionBlumenfeld,
sheclaimedSlovakiancitizenshipbutwasunabletoproduceherpassport,
whichshesaidwasatpoliceheadquartersawaitinganextensionofres-
idence.Afterfurtherquestioning,BlumenfeldadmittedtobeingaJew.

Denunciationof illegal Jewswasoneof theGestapo’smostvaluable
tools.Althoughmostoftheagency’srecordseitherdisappearedorwere
destroyedattheendofWorldWarII,extantdatafromtwocities(Würz-
burg and Düsseldorf) demonstrate that the organization was quite suc-
cessfulinenforcingracialpolicy,coordinatingdeportations,andhunting
downfugitiveJewswithaminimalnumberofpersonnel.129Theaverage
Germancitizenplayeda critical role in enabling theGestapo’s success
and in reinforcing popular perceptions of the Gestapo as a larger and
moreomnipresentorganization than itwas.TheNazi state fosteredan
impromptuandorganicnetworkofdenouncers,somemotivatedbyha-
tredandgreed,othersbyfearanduncertainty,andtheGestapobenefitted
fromtheatmosphereofmistrustitcreatedamongtheGermanpeople.130

Survivorsroutinelyremarkonfleeingtheirshelterduetobeingspied
on.However,manyoftenwereunawarethattheirpresenceinabuilding
hadarousedanysuspicionuntilagentsoftheGestapooritsaccomplices
arrivedtoarrestthem.ThenumberofJewsarrestedasaresultofdenun-
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ciationisunknown.However,thetransientnatureofsubmergedlifeand
theneedforJewstoblendinwithnon-Jewsasmuchaspossiblemeant
thattheGestaporeliedheavilyoninformantsandanonymousdenunci-
ations.Moreover,denunciationdidnotonlyendangerthesafetyofthe
denouncedpersonandtheirhelper.Ruthlessandunrelentinginterroga-
tionbytheGestapooftenledtomultiplearrests.ThearrestofLotteBlu-
menfeldstandsasperhapsthestrongestexampleoftheramificationsof
denunciation.Hercasehighlightsthecomplexitiesofsuccessfulevasion
and the interconnected nature of submerged life in the city. However,
Blumenfeld’sarrestalsoillustratesthetenuouspositionoftheseconnec-
tions.Oneactofdenunciationhadthepotentialtodestroymultiplelives.

Blumenfeld’ssubmergedlifebeganinJanuary1943.Fortheprevious
fivemonths,shehadbeenwaitingonanofficialemigrationvisatoen-
terSwitzerland.Althoughillegal,Blumenfeldhadconnectionsthrough
anon-Jewish acquaintancewhowasheadof theProtectivePoliceRe-
serves.BytheendofJanuary1943,theemigrationpapershadnotarrived,
soLottesubmerged.Afterhidingforfourteendays,sheagainvisitedher
acquaintancetoinquireaboutthepapers,butshewasputoff.Duringher
nextvisit,shewastoldthepaperswouldbealongtimeincoming,butthe
connectioncouldarrangeforLottetoreceiveaSlovakianpassport,albeit
withoutapermitofresidence.LotteagreedandreceivedinlateMayor
earlyJune1943newpaperswiththenameMarieSochmanowa.Acouple
ofweeks later,Blumenfeld returned thepassport toher connection, as
hepromisedtoobtainaresidencepermitforher,somethingthatwould
arouselesssuspicion.Blumenfeldcalledhimagainontheeveningof11
August,andheracquaintancetoldhertocallbackonFriday,13August.
LotteBlumenfeldgavethistestimonytotheGestapoon12August1943.
Sometime between her last telephone call and the following morning,
thepolicearrestedher.AlthoughapassportmighthavepreventedLotte’s
arrest,thedenunciationwasgroundsforimmediatequestioning.

Blumenfeld’sdenunciationfirstledtotheinterrogationofthewoman
providingherwithshelterandtoherconnectioninthepolicereserves,
both of whom initially prevaricated. The woman in whose apartment
Blumenfeld resided testified that she believed Blumenfeld’s story con-
cerningherSlovakianorigins.Thisclaimseemsdoubtful,asthedenunci-
ationlettersuggeststhatBlumenfeld’sJewishidentityhadbeenknownin
thebuildingforsometime.Blumenfeld’spoliceconnectionalsotriedto
deflectsuspicionduringhisinterrogationon12August.Heclaimedthat
hehadnotseenLotteforalongtimeanddeniedallcharges.Afterthe
policeconfrontedhimwith5,000RM,supposedlytobeusedinsecuring
theauthorizationforanotherJewishcouple’sentryintoSwitzerland,the
reserveofficerconfessedtoeverything,includingtotheoriginsofLotte
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Blumenfeld’s falsepapers.HisconfessionthenledtothearrestofLeon
Blumon16August1943.

Blum’sarrestthenledtothearrestofFranzKaufmannandtwoofhis
associateson19August.131Anotablefigureinchurchresistanceinthe
ThirdReich,Kaufmannhadadistinguishedprofessionalcareer,andhis
historyatteststotherich,complex,andvariedinteractionsbetweenJews
andChristiansbeforetheNazirisetopower.132Bornon5January1886
toaBerlinJewishfamily,KaufmannlaterconvertedtoChristianity.He
served in the10thBavarianFieldArtilleryRegiment,andhewaspro-
moted tofirst lieutenant in1913.Hewaswoundedon18March1918
andawardedtheIronCrossFirstandSecondClass,theBavarianMilitary
OrderofMeritFourthClasswithCrossedSwords,andtheFrontlineSer-
viceCross.133Afterthewar,hereceivedhisdoctorateinlawandpoliti-
calscience,servedinthePrussianMinistryoftheInterior,turneddown
anappointmentascitycouncilor,andthenworkedaschiefsecretaryin
theReichFinanceMinistryandlaterintheReichPublicAccountsOf-
ficeuntilhisdismissal in1936.134In1934,Kaufmannmarriedthenon-
JewMargotvonWalther,andat the timeofhisarrest, thecouplehad
a three-year-olddaughter.Having raisedhisdaughter in theProtestant
faith,Kaufmannqualifiedaslivinginaprivilegedmixedmarriage.Hewas
amemberoftheConfessingChurchand,in1942,beganworkingtoaid
Jewslivingillegally.

KaufmannwasinstrumentalinprocuringfalsepapersforJews.Mem-
bersoftheConfessingChurchdroppedpostofficeIDpapers(amongother
formsof identification) in thecollectionbox,andKaufmannthenhad
thepapersdoctoredwithnewphotosandseals.Healsoreceivedthenec-
essary documents from other intermediaries and anonymous sources.135
Oneof thehead forgers for thegroup,aU-boatnamedCiomaSchön-
haus,thenmadethenecessarychangestothepapers.136Kaufmann’scase
isnoteworthynotonlyforthenumberofarrestsitpromptedbutalsofor
howitdemonstratestheimportanceoftheConfessingChurchfortheun-
dergroundmovement,collaborationbetweenJewsandnon-Jews,andthe
simultaneousstrengthandfragilityofsuchgroupsthatendeavoredtoaid
Jews.Indeed,themomentumcreatedbyBlumenfeld’sarrestaccelerated
withthearrestofFranzKaufmann.137Accordingtosecondarysources,the
policearrestedKaufmannwithanotebookcontainingthenamesandad-
dressesofillegalJewsandhisfellowconspirators.138AlsoonKaufmann’s
personatthetimeofhisarrestwasavarietyofidentificationdocuments
waitingtobeforged.

Accordingtohisconfession,KaufmannbeganhelpingJewsontherun
aftermeetingLeonBlumin1942.KaufmanntoldBlumthathewas“sym-
pathetictofugitiveJews,”andBlumaskedKaufmannifitwouldbepos-
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sibletoprocure identificationpapers foraU-boat,LotteBlumenfeld.139
Kaufmann then contacted a U-boat named Wichmann, who obtained
thenecessarypapers,likelyontheblackmarket,wherehewasactive.140
ThroughhisconnectionsintheConfessingChurch,Kaufmannregularly
receivedbatchesoffalsepapersfromtwoJews,LudwigLichtwitzandCi-
omaSchönhaus,whoforgedthepapers forthesumof100RMperID.
KaufmannmetatregularintervalswithLichtwitzattheparcelssection
of a post office.Kaufmann received thedoctoredpasses, andLichtwitz
receivednewonestoforge.141TheinterrogationsoonreturnedtoWich-
mann,withwhomKaufmannwasscheduledtomeetthefollowingday,
20August.AlongwithconfirmingthecomplicityofWichmann,Schön-
haus,Lichtwitz,andtwootherindividuals,theGestapoforcedKaufmann
that evening to reveal information pertaining to eight Jews and one
non-Jew.Wherepossible,heprovidedcurrentaddresses,truenames,and
falseidentities.WhenaskedhowmanyJewshehadhelpedsince1942,
Kaufmannrepliedthatheneededtimetoconsiderthematter.At10:00
p.m.,theGestapoconcludedthefirstdayofinterrogation.142

TheseconddayofKaufmann’sinterrogationbeganat9:30a.m.onFri-
day,20August1943.Kaufmannbeganwiththefollowingstatement:

Asaresultofmyarrestyesterdaymorning,Ihavebeenconfrontedwitha
completelynewsituation.Untilthatpoint,Isawitasmytasktoplacemy-
selfprotectivelyinfrontofthosewhohadentrustedtheircaretome.Nat-
urally,itisadifficultdecisionformehenceforthtoabandonthose,before
whomIhadstoodprotectively.Thisdecisioncouldmatureonlygradually,
andhence,IaskthatyounotbeangeredwithmeiftodayIcorrectandadd
totheinformationgivenduringmyquestioningyesterday.143

Aspartofhis“corrections,”andalmostcertainlytheresultoftortureat
the hands of the Gestapo, Kaufmann was forced to divulge the aliases
of several of his partners, and he proceeded to give an unwilling and
damning confession regarding the whereabouts of almost two dozen
Jews.144Mostofthosepeoplementionedwerenotarrestedasadirectre-
sultofKaufmann’sconfession.Some,suchasDr.CharlotteBamberg,had
changedhidingplaces.145Inothercases,theindividualshademigratedor
wereassumeddeported.Kaufmannsometimeswasableto lieaboutthe
fullextentofhisrelationshipwithhispartnersandwhattheyknewofhis
illegalactivities.Still, the thoroughnesswithwhichthepolicepursued
everymissingJewandeverynon-Jewishhelperwasasdishearteningasit
wasominous.

By23August,besidesLotteBlumenfeld, twenty-sevenpeople some-
how connected to Franz Kaufmann had been arrested. Over the next
eight weeks, the police arrested over two dozen more Jews, Mischlinge,
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andnon-Jews.By12October, theStatePolice reporteda totaloffifty
individuals,mostlyJewsbutalsonon-Jews,arrestedasaresultofthede-
nunciationofLotteBlumenfeld.Thedocumentssuggestthefigureswere
evenhigherthanthat.Moreover,searcheswerestillunderway,including
thehuntfortheforgerCiomaSchönhaus.Trialswereheldforthosenon-
JewsandsomeMischlingewhohadhelpedJewsevadecapture.Asforthe
U-boats,thefileisclear:

ThosearrestedJewsonfile,insofarastheirfileisnolongerneeded,have
alreadybeenevacuated,thatistosay,havehadstatepolicemeasurestaken
againstthem.TheJewsKaufmann,NeuweckaliasWichmann,Segallalias
Engelmann...andLichtwitzaliasLangenbach,forthepurposeoffurther
investigation,aretobefoundinthecollectioncampintheGr.Hamburger
Str.26.146

Thus,onlyJewswhowereperceivedasbeingofsomeusetothepolice
wereheldincustody;theGestapodeportedtheothersassoonaspossi-
ble.147Twooftheindividualsarrested,RolfIsaaksohnandFritzNeuweck
(aliasWichmann),workedfortheGestapoasinformantstrackingdown
U-boats.OneMischlingprotectedfromdeportationreceivedaneight-year
prison sentence.Dr.FranzKaufmann, thenexusof thiscenterof resis-
tanceandaid,wasraciallyJewishaccordingtotheNurembergLaws;he
washeldinpolicecustodyandnevercharged.148TheGestaposenthim
totheSachsenhausenconcentrationcampwhereitsagentsexecutedhim
on17February1944.149

Jewish Informants

Berlin’ssubmergedJewsnotonlyhadtocontendwitharrestthroughpass
inspectionsanddenunciationbynon-Jews,theyalsohadtoworryabout
betrayalbyotherJews,whoseparticipationinthedenunciationandarrest
oftheU-boatsisabitterandcomplicatedchapterinthehistoryofhiding
in the city. Two types of Jewish denouncers aided the Berlin Gestapo,
althoughthenumericalconsequencesoftheiractionsvariedasgreatlyas
didtheirmotivationsforprovidinginformation.Thefirstandmostcom-
montypeprovidedone-timeinformationtotheGestapo,astheresultof
eithertortureorfalsepromises.Thesecondtypeofinformantwasknown
inbureaucraticcirclesasaFahnder(searcher).Survivorsreferredtothem
simplyasjüdische Spitzel:“ouralltoowell-knownJewishspies.”150These
menandwomendidnotprovideone-timeinformation.Rather,withsys-
tematicandfrequentlyzealousefficiency,theyworkedwiththeGestapo
andoftentooktheleadroleintrackingdownJewsontherun.Although

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. Not for resale. 



Surviving • 103

nomorethanacoupleofdozenoperatedatanygiventime,theFahnder
playedacentralroleintrackingdownhundredsofillegalJews.151Jewish
actsofbetrayalillustratethedesperationthataccompaniedarrestaswell
astheGestapo’shorrificabilitytoinfiltrateeveryaspectofGermansoci-
etyandtointimidateandmanipulateeveryonewhofellwithinitsgrasp.

On27August1944,agentsoftheGestapo,mostlikelyJewishFahnder,
arrestedtwenty-year-oldLotharOrbachduringagameofbilliardsatthe
billiard hall he regularly frequented. Orbach looked up from the game
tofindapistolpointedathishead.AfellowU-boatmanagedtoescape,
buttheGestapodeportedOrbachtoAuschwitzon6September1944.152
Fromthere,OrbachwastransferredfirsttoNiederorschelandthentoBu-
chenwald,wherehewasliberatedon12April1945.153Beforeleavingfor
theUnitedStatesinSeptember1946,Orbachandanacquaintancepaid
avisittothemanwhohadbetrayedhim:nineteen-year-oldSiegfriedG.
Shortlybeforehisdeportation,Orbachhadheardfromanacquaintance
workingintheGestapocollectioncampthatG.hadbeenresponsiblefor
hisarrest.154Siegfriedtriedtoexculpatehimself.Orbach,workinginpost-
warGermanytotrackdownandinterrogateNaziwarcriminals,tookG.
toaRussianofficerinthecityandhadhimchargedasaNaziinformer.155
Fifty years later, Orbach remained unaware of what had happened to
SiegfriedG.Orbachassumedhehadbeenreleased,butinhismemoirs,
theapprehensionofSiegfriedservedasanactofclosure:“[It]relievedme
ofaburden.”156

Siegfried’s case made its way before the Jewish Community’s Honor
Court (Ehrengericht des jüdischen Gemeinde). The community estab-
lishedthecourttoascertainifandtowhatextentindividualJewshad“of-
fendedagainsttheinterestsoftheJewishcommunity”duringtheThird
Reich.157Althoughthecourtcouldnotissueprisonsentences,itdidhave
therighttodepriveJewsofaccesstosocialwelfareandofrecognitionasa
VictimofFascism.158Thecourt’srulingsshedsomelightonthemoraldi-
lemmasfacedbyJewswhomtheGestapoarrested.Inthesummerof1944,
SiegfriedG.wasaseventeen-year-oldwhorecentlyhadbeenarrestedby
theGestapo.OrbachbelievedthatG.’s transgressionhadbeenatraffic
accidentinvolvinganunregisteredmotorcycle.159However,G.’smainof-
fensehadbeenhisworkfalsifyingpapersforsubmergedJews.160According
toSiegfried,theGestapotorturedhim,astatementperhapsconfirmedby
theslingG.woreatthetimeofOrbach’sarrest.161Thecourtconcluded
thatSiegfried’s actof betrayalwas the result of the impossiblydifficult
circumstancesunderwhichhe foundhimself and,moreover,his young
age.Asthecourtconcluded,“Onecannotexpectfromsuchayoungand
inexperiencedpersoninsuchanintractableanddangeroussituationthe
samecourageandconsiderationasfromamaturemaleadult.”162
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Siegfried’s case is indicativeofmany that confronted thecourt.De-
nunciation and betrayal, although predominantly non-Jewish acts, un-
fortunately occurred with relative frequency. When the police or the
FahnderarrestedaU-boat, theybroughtthe individual in forquestion-
ingtotheJewishcollectioncamp,which,inMarch1944,hadrelocated
fromits locationontheGroßeHamburgerStraßetotheformerJewish
HospitalundertheleadershipofGestapomember,SS-Hauptscharführer,
andCriminalPoliceSecretaryWalterDobberke.163AmemberoftheNazi
Partysincethespringof1937,Dobberkehadbeenassignedtohelpim-
plementandoverseethedeportationofBerlin’sJewsbeginningin1941.
FollowingthelastmajordeportationsfromthecityinMarch1943,Dob-
berkethenturnedmostofhisenergiestocoordinatethetrackingdown,
arrest,anddeportationofthecity’sdiversanddashers.Uponarrest,the
formerU-boatwasbroughtbeforeeitherDobberkeorasubordinateand
interrogatedastothelocation(s)ofotherJews.Theyoftenusedacom-
binationoftortureandpromisestosendtheprisonertotheTheresien-
stadtGhetto insteadof toAuschwitz inorder toextractconfessions.164
The Jewish Fahnder working at the collection camp also pursued their
ownmethodstoextractconfessionsfromformerU-boats.Theyofferedto
helptheprisonerfindworkfortheGestapoortoputinagoodwordand
getthemsenttoTheresienstadt.Theyalsoresortedtotrickeryandlies,
pretendingthatthey,too,hadbeenarrested.After“commiserating”with
theprisonerabouttheircommonfate,theysometimespersuadedthemto
divulgethewhereaboutsofotherJews.165

ThenumberofU-boatswhomtheGestapoandFahnder wereableto
arrestthroughtheseone-timeconfessionsisunknown.Aformersecretary
toDobberkeaswellasaformerFahndertestifiedafterthewarthatmost
arrestedJewsdivulgedthewhereaboutsofotherU-boats.However,both
oftheseindividualshaditintheirbestinteresttoimplicateasmanyJews
aspossibletodeflectblame.Ontheotherhand,oneinmateofthecollec-
tioncampclaimedthatonlysixtyJewsbetrayedotherJews.166Thereality
likelyliessomewherebetweenheroicrefusalandwidespreadcooperation.
Of the approximately 4,800 U-boats arrested, perhaps several hundred
JewsprovidedcredibleinformationtotheGestapo,muchofwhichwas
obtainedthroughtorture,falsepromises,andtrickery.Asoneconfession
often led to the arrest of multiple individuals, had most captured Jews
divulged the whereabouts of other Jews, far fewer than 1,700 U-boats
wouldhavesurvivedthewar.Also,manysubmergedJewsintentionally
avoidedoneanothertoprotectthemselvesandothersincaseofarrest;
noteveryonecouldprovideusefulinformationtotheGestapo.Lastly,not
allcredibleinformationledtoarrests.Thefluidnatureofsubmergedlife
oftenmeantthataddresseswereobsoletebythetimetheGestapoarrived.
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Inmost cases, acts of betrayalwereone-timeevents that innoway
reflectedawillingnessordesireonthepartofJewstoaidtheNazis.Sieg-
friedG.wasa typicalcaseof thehorrificconsequencesassociatedwith
arrestandthedifficultchoices that facedmostpeopleonceconfronted
withtheimminentrealityofAuschwitz.Thisqualificationdoesnotne-
gatetheunderstandableangerofthosewhoexperiencedbetrayal.How-
ever,itdoesillustratehowquicklyfreedomofchoicediminishedoncethe
Gestapomadeanarrest.ThosewhorefusedtohelptheGestapocertainly
displayedheroic resolution,but Jewswhowere tortured facedanover-
whelmingsituationinwhichsurvivalwasoneofthefewclearthoughts
abletopenetratethemistofpain,dread,anddespair.Evenstill,fearof
thecampsneverledthevastmajorityofJewstojointhatsmall,despised,
andfearedminorityofformerU-boatswhoactivelyaidedtheGestapoin
itshuntforthecity’sdiversanddashers:Berlin’sJewishspies,theFahnder.

Ontheeveningof8August1944,LolaAlexanderstoodontheplat-
formofBerlin’sGesundbrunnenrailwaystationandwaited,asusual,for
herfellowU-boatUrselFinke(seefigure2.4).FinkeandAlexanderboth
workedatsmall lending librariesownedbythenon-Jewishcouplewho
hidthem.AsFinkeappeared,Lolastaredinparalyzeddisbelief.Urselhad
been arrested by a man from whom she already had escaped once be-
fore: theFahnder GerhardBehrendt.167BehrendthadbroughtFinke to
hissuperior,theGestapoKommissarHerbertTietze,whowaswaitingat
the train station.168 Determined
toavoiddeportation,Finkebroke
free and threw herself in front
ofanoncomingtrain.Whenshe
came to, a crowd had gathered
before the platform. Finke had
fallenunderthetrain,whichtore
apartheronelegbutdidnotkill
her.Asshewaspulledtotheplat-
form, the crowd, unaware of her
trueidentity,chastisedherforher
stupidity. Finke retorted, “You
should try being persecuted as a
Jew!”169Behrendtapproachedher
and told her that he and Tietze
weregoodpeopleandwouldhave
letherrun.Inresponsetoherre-
questthattheynowletherdoso,
Behrendtgaveherasneeringgrin
andreplied,“Butyoucan’t!”170 Figure 2.4. UrselFinke.171
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As a result of the Large Factory Operation, the Berlin Gestapo es-
tablishedtheJewishSearchService(JüdischerFahndungsdienst)inthe
springof1943,anorganizationuniquetoBerlinandVienna.172 Itsem-
ployeesweretaskedwithtrackingdownthecity’sestimatedfivetoseven
thousandillegalJews.173Theexactnumberofindividualsarrestedbythe
Fahnderisunknown.However,in1950,theEastGermanpolicecharged
inabsentiaRolfIsaaksohn,oneofthemostnotoriousFahnderinwartime
Berlin,withhavingbetrayedupwardof250hiddenJews.Hisaccomplice
andwife,theequallynotoriousStellaGoldschlag,wasresponsibleforat
leastonehundredarrests.174EveniftheotherFahnderwerefarlessaggres-
siveandsuccessful,theiractionsasagroupaccountforpossiblyasmany
asonethousandarrests(22percent)ofallU-boats.

UnderthecampleadershipofWalterDobberke,theGestaporecruited
itsFahnderfromthoseformerU-boatswhomitfeltcouldhelptrackdown
especiallylargenumbersofJews.ForJewswhoacceptedDobberke’soffer,
thejobofferedanumberofadvantages.TheFahnderreceivedrationcards,
policeidentification,freedomofmovement,andtherightnottowearthe
JewishStar.175Insomecases,theywereallowedtocontinuelivingwith
their spouse.176 Some received amonthlypaymentof 160RM.177Dob-
berkeevenofferedthefalsehopethatworkingfortheGestapoprotected
theirfamilies.Avarietyoffactors,largelybutnotexclusivelyself-serving,
prompted these individuals to offer their services to the Gestapo.178 In
turn,aperversesymbioticrelationshipdeveloped.TheGestaponeeded
theFahndertohelpthemtrackdownJewsevadingdeportation,andthe
Fahnderofferedtheirservicesinordertoavoiddeportation.

The composition of the Fahndungsdienst varied exceedingly. Other
thanbeingJewish,thesespieshadonlytwoqualitiesincommon.179The
firstwastheirlargecircleofJewishassociatesandtheirknowledgeofthe
Jewish community. Indeed, the Fahnder Behrendt, although in a privi-
leged mixed marriage, had worked since 1938 for offices of the Jewish
Community or in forced Jewish factory labor. Rolf Isaaksohn and Fritz
Neuweck (aliasWichmann),botharrestedduring theFranzKaufmann
affair,hadbeenactiveontheblackmarketforgingfalsepapersandhad
manycontacts.ThesecondwastheirwillingnesstoworkfortheGestapo.
Postwar attempts by former Fahnder at self-exculpation proved largely
cynicalor inadequate.ThedeadlyStellaGoldschlag,knowninU-boat
circlesasthe“BlondPoison,”underwenttwotrialsinpostwarBerlin.180
Shearguedthatshehadbeenavictimandhadofferedherservicestothe
Gestapoonlyinexchangeforsavingherparentsfromdeportation.181Yet
notonlywasGoldschlagresponsibleforbetrayingherfirsthusband,she
alsocontinuedtoworkfortheGestapoafteritdeportedherparents.Her
nexthusband,RolfIsaaksohn,was,ifpossible,evenworse.Hiscontempo-
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rariesnotedhisperversefascinationwithNazipageantryduringthethir-
ties.Heoncethreatenedtodenouncehisownfamilytotheregime,and
evidencesuggeststhatnotevenStellacouldmatchhiminruthlessness.
IsaaksohnfledthecollectioncampintheJewishHospitalduringthefinal
daysofthewar,andtheEastGermangovernmentdeclaredhimdeadin
1953.182Thepsychologyoftheseindividualsrequiresfurtherstudy.How-
ever,Isaaksohn’sbehaviorsuggestsacertainlevelofcheapmimicryofhis
persecutorsandperhapsevenself-loathing.Similartothoseconcentra-
tioncampprisonerswhoresortedtoimitatingtheirSSoppressors,some
oftheFahndermaywellhavefallenintothesamepsychologicaltrap.183

Using Jews as informants held several advantages for the Gestapo.
First, the Fahnder understood how submerged life operated. They were
wellacquaintedwithillegalmethodsofprocuringfood,thetypesofshel-
tersoughtoutbyJews,andthecafés,restaurants,andothersocialvenues
Jewsfrequented.184Second,yearsofsocialisolationfromthenon-Jewish
populationhadcreateda levelofusefulanonymity forJewsattempting
toliveillegally.Atthesametime,however,Jewsbecamemorevisibleto
othermembersof their steadilyshrinkingcommunity,andtheGestapo
usedtheFahndertoidentifyJewswhootherwisewouldhaveescapedtheir
notice.185Third,theGestapomanipulatedthetrustbetweenJewstomax-
imize the level of information the Fahnder were able to take from the
U-boats,resultinginalargernumberofarrests.Indeed,theseinformants
regularlypassedthemselvesoffasfellowU-boatstowintheconfidences
ofthosetheybetrayed.186Lastly,theFahnderservedanimportantfunction
byaugmentingtheGestapo’sextensiveinfiltrationofGermansociety.In
thepastfewdecades,historianshavecounteredthemythoftheGestapo
asan“omniscientandomnipresent”entityinGermansociety.187Itssuc-
cessatinfiltratingandintimidatingGermansocietywouldnothavebeen
possiblewithouttheparticipationoftheGermanpublicin“policing”it-
self.188WithrespecttotrackingdownU-boats,theFahnderbroughtwith
themalevelofknowledgeofsubmergedlifewithoutwhichtheGestapo
wouldhavebeenfarlesssuccessful.TheFahndertooktheleadinhunting
downandarrestingJews,asinthecaseofUrselFinke,whilemembersthe
Gestaposervedanauxiliaryrole.Indeed,theinitiativeandsuccessesof
FahnderweresuchthattheGestaporeducedthenumberofitsownem-
ployeesworkinginthecollectioncamp.189

TheU-boatswereacutelyawareofthepresenceofthespies,andsur-
vivors frequentlymention thedangers such individuals presented.The
Fahnderscouredthecityandsurroundingcountryside,andaccordingto
onesurvivor,they“hadabettereyeforwhowasJewish,”inpartbecauseas
Berlin’sJewishcommunityrapidlyshrankduringthedeportations,those
whoremainedbecamebetterknowntooneanother.190ManyFahnderalso
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reliedontheirformeridentityasU-boatstogetclosetofugitiveJews,and
individualsoftenwereunawarethattheywerespeakingwithamember
oftheFahndungsdienstuntilitwastoolate.Some,likeUrselFinke,at-
temptedtofleeatallcost,tothepointofthrowingthemselvesinfrontof
anoncomingtrain.Othersresortedtofightingback.Indeed,betrayalby
afellowJewprovokedsuchangeronthepartofsomeU-boatsthatthe
Fahnderultimatelyreceivedpermissiontocarryasidearmfortheirown
protection.191Overtime,U-boatsalsolearnedtoavoidcertaincafés,the-
aters,andrestaurantsfrequentedbyotherillegalJews.192Intheend,the
safestwaytoavoiddenunciationbyJewswastolimitone’scontactwith
otherdiversor,attheveryleast,toavoidsharingaddressesandnames.193
Despitethecomfortthatcamewithsocializingandspeakingfreelywith
otherJews,theriskthatonemightbespeakingwithaJewishspyorfu-
turespywastoogreat.Althoughsurvivingthewaroftenrequiredputting
one’strustinstrangers,submergedJewslearnedtodivulgenomorethan
wasabsolutelynecessary.

Escaping Germany

On29September1943,asaresultoftheFranzKaufmannaffair,theGe-
stapo arrived to arrest the Jewish forgers Ludwig Lichtwitz and Cioma
Schönhaus.Althoughtheagents succeeded inapprehendingLichtwitz,
Schönhauswasnowheretobefound.Infact,hehadfledthecountryto
neutralSwitzerland.Withcarefulpreparation,includingtherightoutfit,
appropriatepapers,andamindthathadweighedalmosteverypossible
scenarioorquestionhemightencounter,Schönhausrodehisbikemore
thanfourhundredmilestotheSwissborder.WhileanescapeintoSwit-
zerlandwasnotimpossible,itwasalmostso,andanacquaintancetriedto
talkSchönhausoutofsuchanact,arguingthatwithhisexcellentfalse
papers he was safer in Berlin.194 In the case of a wanted master forger,
thiswasnottrue.However,thefactremainsthattheflightfromBerlin
toneutralcountrieswasan incrediblydifficult feat. It isunknownhow
manyGermanJewsattemptedtofleetoneutralcountriesandhowmany
succeeded,butthenumberislikelyquitelow.StoriesofflightfromBerlin
andescapetoneutralcountriesarethereforenoteworthy.Theydemon-
stratenotonlythedifficultiesinherentinsuchamoveandwhysofew
likelyattempteditbutalsotheU-boatunderstandingofGermansociety
and,forthosewhoattemptedtheseescapes,theirabilitytousethatun-
derstandingtotheirownadvantage.

KurtLindenberg,acentralfigureinthisstudythusfar,daredtoescape
NaziGermany inNovember1943.Hisplanhadbegun to formduring
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thatsummer.HedoesnotmentionwhyhedecidedonSwedeninstead
ofSwitzerland.Heknew,however,thatadirectflightwasimpossible,so
hesethissightsonDenmark,acountryheassumedtobeanti-Naziand
thereforefilledwithpeoplewhomighthelphim.Lindenberg’sresolveto
fleetheReichdevelopedforanumberofreasons.Thefirstwastheter-
minationof“anunhappyloveaffair”withthedaughterofaseniorpolice
lieutenant serving inWarsaw.SheknewthatKurtwas Jewish,andshe
stoodbyhimuntilhermotherdiscoveredtheaffairfromaneighborand
ended the relationship.Second, theprecariouspositionof theU-boats
steadilyworsened, andonebyonehis acquaintancesdisappeared.Lin-
denbergalsofearedtheupcomingwinterandtheincreasingairraidson
thecity.Hesawescapeashisbestchanceforsurvival.

Lindenbergspentthesummerplanninghisescapebylearningallthat
hecouldabouttravelingtoSweden.Gatheringinformationonthetrans-
portationpossibilitieswasintegraltohisextensivepreparations.Hehung
aroundtrainstationsandaskedquestionsabouttheshipmentsoffishar-
riving;hispretextwasthathewasemployedbyafishdistributor.Linden-
bergalsospokeonthetelephonewiththeproductinformationofficeof
theGermanNationalRailway(Reichsbahn)concerningtransportation
options.Heconversed forhourswith thedriversofDanishfish import
trucks.OnceheevenwentsofarastovisittheSwedishconsulateinBer-
lin.He told the consulatewhohewas andhowhehadheard that the
SwedeshadtakeninDanishrefugees.HethenaskedthemwhichGerman
portswereinvolvedinexportingcoaltoSweden.Inthiscase,hewasin-
formedthatcoalexportstoSwedenhadstopped;this,infact,turnedout
tobealie.LindenbergascertainedthetruthaftercallingtheReichsbahn.

Oneofthebiggestobstacleshefacedwasthathecouldnotrideatrain
overtheborder.Germanpoliceandmilitarypasscontrolsweretight;of-
ficerswouldhavenoticedayoungmannotinuniform,andforgedpapers
werebeyondhisfinancialmeans.AlthoughLindenberghadhisoriginal
birthcertificateandadocumentcertifyingthathewasnotfittoservein
themilitary,thepaperswereofquestionableworth.Thus,thefirstpart
ofhistripwouldhavetobeinacargocar.OnceinDenmark,although
hecouldrideinaregularcarriage,hestillrequiredaticketprovingthat
hetraveledfromGermany.Ticketsneededtobepuncheduponboarding
thetrainandsurrendereduponleavingthetrainstation.Lindenbergfirst
bought two train tickets for Berlin-Copenhagen. He went to the local
trainstationwhenitwascrowdedandpassedthroughboardingcontrol.
Themanpunchingthetraincardsassumedthesecondpersonhadalready
passed through and punched both of Lindenberg’s tickets. Lindenberg
waitedforawhileandthenexited,handingoveroneofhistwoticketsat
thecontrol.Afewdayslater,Lindenbergreturnedtothestation,bought
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anewticket,and,uponhisexitfromthestation,turnedovertheticket
hehadhadpunchedafewdaysearlier.Henowhadavalidticketthat
wouldenablehimtocircumventofficialticketcontrols.

WhenLindenbergspokeoftheseplanstootherillegalJews,however,
heonlymetwithattemptstodissuadehim.ForLindenberg,theirtimid
reactionwastypical:“TheGermanJewsareindeedGermans,insofaras
theyhaveno individualcourage, just like themajorityofGermans.”195
ThemajorityofU-boatsdidnotattempttoescapeGermany.Theirgen-
eralresponse,accordingtoLindenberg,wasasfollows:“No,no,ifwe’re
nabbedhere, thenwe justhad rotten luck.But towant tomakeone’s
way through theGermanborder is downright suicide.”196 Indeed,most
survivors do not mention attempts to escape Germany, likely because
theyconsideredfleeingthecountrytobetoogreatofarisk.Lindenberg,
however,wasnotlookingforatravelcompanion.Hejustwantedtosee
whatpeoplethought.Indeed,byhisownadmission,Lindenbergwasan
Einzelgänger(loner),atermthatwhenseeninconjunctionwithhisdeci-
siontofleeGermanybyhimselfhighlightsthehighlyindividualnature
ofsubmergedlife.

Onthemorningof5November1943,Lindenbergattemptedtobegin
his journey.Hearrivedat the train stationandproceededto thecargo
cars.However,hiscarwaslocatedtowardtheendofthetracksandhad
notyetbeenloaded.Lindenbergleftthetrainstationandspenttheday
wandering around the city, going into two movie theaters and eating
threeseparatemealsinlocalpubs.Bytheendoftheday,hiscarstillhad
notbeenloaded.Indeed,thetraindidnotleaveuntillatethefollowing
night.Eventhen,itonlywentasfarastheBerlinneighborhoodofPan-
kowbeforehaltingyetagain.Finally,onthethirdnight,thetrainwended
itswaythroughBrandenburgandMecklenburgtoRostock.InRostock,
Lindenbergbrokehisnosewhenonecarbeingcoupledtohiscarthrew
him across the room. The train then proceeded on to Warnemünde,
whereLindenbergwastocatchaferry.InWarnemünde,themarinapo-
licealmostarrestedhim,buthisfalsedocumentscarriedhimthroughthe
ordeal.Withaswollennoseandbloodsmearedoverhisface,Lindenberg
secured lodgings for the night with a woman whom he described as a
“cluelessangel.”Hethenspentthenextnightinthesmokingsalonofthe
ferrythatwouldtakehimtoDenmark.

Lindenberg arrived on 11 November in Gedser, Denmark. With his
validtrainticket,hetookthefasttraintoCopenhagen.Thetrain,how-
ever,wasdelayed,andhearrivedinCopenhagenaftercurfew.Luckwas
withhim,andhis falsepapersworkedon theDanishofficials.Linden-
berghadthreeaddressesofpeopletowhomhecouldturnforhelp.After
ringingthebuzzeratoneaddressandwaitingforsometime,awomanlet
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himinandbroughthimupstairstoherapartment.Shethenfetchedthe
wifeofthepastorwholiveddownstairs.Theyprovidedhimwithbread,
butter,afriedegg,andabottleofCarlsbergbeer.Thewoman,thesister
of someoneLindenbergknew inBerlin, alsogavehimfiveKronerand
someDanishrationstampsandofferedhimaplacetostayforthenight.
ThenextdayKurtaccompaniedthewomantothehomeofthefamily
forwhomsheworked.Themistressofthehouseholdinvitedhiminand
promisedtogetintouchwithpeoplewhomightbeabletoferryhimto
Sweden.ForKurt,acclimatedtothedifficultiesofhidinginBerlin,the
experiencewassomewhatunreal:“WhenIthoughtaboutwhichdifficul-
tiesanddiplomaticchessgameswerenecessaryinordertoobtainsecret
accommodationsinahouseinBerlin,hereseemedtomelikeadream.”197
Thatafternoon,ayoungmancametothehouseandsaidthatLinden-
bergsoonwouldbeheadingtoSweden.Thatevening,thecontactdrove
Lindenberg,aDanishJew,andanotherfugitivefromtheGestapotothe
coast,puttheminaboat,andon12November1943,KurtLindenberg
arrivedsafelyinSweden.198

Lindenberg’sstoryofescapehighlightstheextremedifficultiesandun-
expecteddangers thataccompanied thoseattempting tofleeNaziGer-
many.Thereismoretohisstorythanhighlightingdifficultyanddanger,
however.Ofparticularimportanceforcontextualizingandunderstanding
Lindenberg’ssuccessfulpreparationsforhisflighttoSwedenviaDenmark
isrecognizingthatmanyofthesamefactorsthataffectedthechancesfor
Lindenberg’ssuccessfulescapearethosethathistoriansoftheHolocaust
havelongunderstoodascriticalforexplainingthevaryingJewishsurvival
andmortalityratesthroughoutNazi-occupiedEurope:location,theatti-
tudeoflocalpopulationstothepersecutionoftheJews,and,especially,
timing.199Indeed,Lindenberg’sescapeallowsustoseethesebroaderfac-
torsatworkinthesurvivalofoneindividualandtoreadalargernarrative
ofJewishsurvivalintoLindenberg’shighlypersonalandbriefdescription
ofhisescape.AlthoughLindenbergmighthaveoptedforneutralSwitzer-
land,likeCiomaSchönhaus,whofledtothatcountryalittlemorethana
monthbeforeLindenberg’sownflight,Swedenremainedhisdestination.
LindenbergdoesnotindicatewhyhechoseSweden,buthistoricalhind-
sightallowsustoobservetheaforementionedthreefactorsatplay.The
firstisthatSwedenwascloserthanSwitzerlandandrequiredlesstimeto
travelthroughhostileNaziGermany;thelesstimespentinthecradleof
Nazismanditsfanaticaladherents,thebetter.Thesecondfactorconcerns
theattitudeoftheSwissandSwedishgovernmentstotheplightofJew-
ishrefugees.StemmingfromadecreeissuedbytheSwissgovernmentin
October1939,unauthorizedrefugees(includingmanyJews)apprehended
bytheSwisspoliceweresentbacktotheircountryoforigin,apolicynot
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alwaysuniformlyenforcedbutonethatremainedineffectatleastuntil
late1943.Ontheotherhand,Sweden,whichinitiallyhadhadasimilar
attitudetowardJewishrefugeesastheSwissgovernment,changedcourse
when the deportation of Norwegian Jews began in late 1942, and the
SwedishgovernmentofferedasylumtothoseJewswhomanagedtoreach
thecountry.200

Third,LindenberghappenedtochoosehisflighttoSwedenatjustthe
righttime.TowhatextentLindenbergwasawareofthepolicychanges
oftheSwedishgovernmentisunclear,butwedoknow,basedonhiscon-
versationwithaSwedishconsulat theembassy inBerlin, thatbyearly
October 1943, Lindenberg had heard of the escape to Sweden of the
vastmajorityofDenmark’sJewishpopulation.TheJewishpopulationin
Denmark (numbering around seven thousand) had been left relatively
unmolestedforthefirstthreeandahalfyearsofNazioccupationincom-
parisontoJewsinmostotheroccupiedcountries.Thiscametoanend
intheautumnof1943.TheNazioccupationauthorities,underthecom-
mandofDr.WernerBest,weredetermined to solve the “JewishQues-
tion”inDenmarkandscheduledaroundupofDanishJewsfor2October
1943. The plans, however, were leaked, and the Swedish government
announced its intention toacceptallDanish Jewswhocould reach its
shores.Whatensuedwasaconcerted,nationwideeffortby theDanish
peopletofirstshelterandthensmuggle,onfishingboats,almosttheen-
tireJewishpopulationofDenmarktosafetyinSweden.Intheend,the
Nazisonlymanagedtoarrest485Jews.201Thiswasandisstillremembered
asa trulyheroicandremarkable feat,andas thenewsof therescue(if
not its scale) had already reached Lindenberg in Berlin, it quite likely
servedasasourceofhopeforhim,whomusthavefeltreassuredinhis
choiceofdestination.Inshort,thetimingofLindenberg’sescapecould
nothavebeenbetter.Hearrivedlittlemorethanamonthaftertheflight
ofDenmark’sJewstoanationthatalreadyhaddemonstrateditsrejection
ofNazism’smurderousantisemiticdesignsandthatnowhadanetworkof
individualsinplacetohelpferryLindenbergoutofthecountryalmostas
soonashehadarrived.

Lindenberg’ssuccessfulflightwasduetoanumberoffactorsoutsideof
hiscontrol, includingtheattitudeoftheDanishpeopleandtheSwed-
ish government, but it is also undeniable that his careful preparations
(months in the making) played a central role in his survival. We also
should be mindful that Lindenberg was a particular type of individual:
headstrong, a risk taker, but also a quite methodical individual who
plannedaheadandwhoeveninthemonthsbeforehewasforcedtosub-
mergehadbeenpreparingforthateventuality(seechapter1).Inunder-
standingwhysomeJewstooktheevengreaterrisktofleeNaziGermany,
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wethereforeneedtotreathiswitheringjudgmentthatJewishGermans
hadnocourageastoosimpleandcertainlyunfair.Lindenbergwasasingle
man,twenty-twoyearsold.Hewasnothidingwithfamilyorfriends.He
wasyoungandactiveenoughtobravethecoldandhunger.Hewascom-
fortablewithlyingandtakinggreatrisks.Evenwiththewarstillragingas
hewrotetheaccountofhisescapeinneutralSweden,Lindenbergalready
recognizedhisowncunninganddaring:“WiththegangstertricksthatI
learnedinthese8months[inhiding],Iwouldhavegottenonwellinthe
gangsterworldofChicagointhe’30s.”202Whilethisiscertainlytrue,to
somedegreeeveryJewishdiverinBerlinneededtolearnsuch“gangster
tricks”inordertosurvive,eventhoseJewswhonevercontemplatedes-
capingthecountry.FleeingNaziGermanywasnotanoptionformost;for
othersitwastoogreatarisk.Lindenberg’sflighttoSwedenwasasuccess,
butnotonethatcouldhavebeenforeseenbyanypersonatthetime.Just
assubmergingwasapersonaldecision,sotoowastheactoffleeingNazi
Germany.

Conclusion

Theyear1943wasthefirst formostofBerlin’sJewswhomadethede-
cisiontodive intotheshadowsofNaziBerlinand livesubmerged.For
themajority,itwasalsotheirlast.Survivalinthedangerousandchaotic
worldofBerlinorevenfartherafieldwassimplynotpossible.Theobsta-
clesinvolvedinprocuringadequatefoodandshelteraswellasfalsepa-
persprovedinsurmountable.Supportersoftheregimeandtheaggressive
FahnderthreatenedtoensnareJewishdiversateveryturn.Theairraids
onthecity furthercomplicatedeffortstosurvive.Althoughsomeindi-
vidualswereabletorelyontheirownclevernessandingenuity,without
sufficient networks of aid provided by friends, family, and goodhearted
strangers,thecity’sdiversanddashersweredangerouslyexposedandvul-
nerable.Bytheendoftheyear,theGestapohadsucceededinarresting
approximately4,200fugitiveJews.203

Indeed,howevermuchstoriesofsurvivalprovideatentativeroadmap
tonavigatingthedangersofNaziBerlin,thehigharrestratesin1943in-
dicatethattherewasnosingle“correct”waytolivesubmerged.Tomake
suchaclaimimpliesthatthoseJewscapturedbytheNazissomehowmade
mistakesordidsomethingwrong.Survivaltacticsthatworkedforsome
individuals ultimately led to arrest and deportation in other instances.
InunderstandingthenwhysomeJewsmanagedtoevadecapturewhere
othersdidnot,wemustberesignedtounderstandingthatsurvival,inso
manyinstances,alsocamedowntoissuesofluckandfate,twoadmittedly
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vagueandunhelpfultermsforunderstandingtheprocessofsurvival,but
alsoessentialcomponentsoftheexperience.

Whatisinterestinginthestoriesrecountedbysurvivorsishowseldom
issues of luck or fate appear in their testimonies but also what discus-
sionsofluckorfatedorevealaboutindividualsurvivors,intherarein-
stancestheyusethoseterms.SeveralfactorslikelyinfluencedU-boatuse
ofthewords“luck”and“fate.”Thefirstmightbethatsurvivorsemploy
thetermstoexcusetheirhavingsurvivedwhensomanyotherJewsdid
not.Creditingsurvivaltoluckorfatemightfunctiontodeflectguiltor
assuageconflicted feelings,especially forJews inhiding,mostofwhom
lostalmostalloftheirfamilyandfriendsduringtheHolocaust.Another
explanationmightbethatU-boatsusedthetermstodescribeanoccur-
rencetheywereunabletoprocessatthetimeithappened,andtheycan
onlyattributetheirsurvivaltoluck,evenifinhistoricalhindsightweare
able to see larger, clearly explainable factors atwork, for example, the
fortuitouscombinationoflocation,theattitudeoftheDanishpopulation
tothetreatmentofJews,andthetimingthatcontributedtoKurtLinden-
berg’s successful escape fromGermany toSweden.Finally, asmundane
astheexplanationmightsound,perhapstheformerdiversusedtheterm
reflexively, simply reaching for the first vaguely appropriate word that
cametomind;thisisespeciallytrueinthemonthsimmediatelyfollowing
theendofthewar,beforesurvivorshadthechanceto fullyprocessall
that they had experienced. However, it bears repeating that relatively
fewU-boat testimoniescontainthese terms,and if theygo intodetail,
survivorstendtobefairlyexplicitinexplaininghowandwhytheysur-
vived.Despitetheincreasingdeath,chaos,andconfusioncausedbythe
airraids—assheltervanished,foodbecamescarce,andBerlin’slandscape
wasaltered—dailylifeinthecitystillretainedadegreeoflogicandrou-
tine,allowing Jews toconstructat leastabare semblanceof senseand
orderandthusprovide intheir testimoniesabasicexplanationofhow
specificprocessesfactoredintotheirsurvival.Whiletherewasnotried-
and-testedformulaforsurvivalandcertainlynoguarantees,itisundeni-
able that despite themany challenges facing them,Berlin’s submerged
Jewsoperatedinalessarbitraryandbrutalenvironmentthanthatofthe
camps.Ifthecampswerenight,blackaspitch,Berlinremainedinastate
oftwilight,lightenoughtonavigatealbeittoodarktodosowithabsolute
certainty.Yettheindividualandindividualisticnatureofsubmergedlife
gavetheU-boatsagreaterhandinnavigatingthattwilighttoeffecttheir
ownsurvival, thereby lesseningtheneedtodiscussvague ideasof luck
andfate.Thatthecity’sformerdiverslargelyavoiddiscussionsoftherole
ofluckinsurvivalisatestamenttotheverynatureoftheirexperiences
submerged.
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Ultimately, then, those U-boats who managed to survive their first
year submerged, succeeded not solely due to issues of luck and fate or
theessentialgenerosityandaidofnon-Jews.Rather,theyunderwentan
individuallearningprocess,onecharacterizedbytrialanderror.Thetran-
sientandchaoticnatureofsubmergedlifepresentedJewswithanalmost
impossibly largenumberofhurdles toovercome.However, it alsopro-
videdthemwithawidevarietyoftoolstouseinfacingthemyriadthreats
to their existence.By the endof the year, those Jewswhohadevaded
capturewerebeginningtoacclimate—atleastonabasiclevel—totheir
new lives.Theybegan todevelop strategies tomaximize their chances
for survivalandcreateacertain levelof“normality” intheirotherwise
unstablelives.Astheylearnedtonavigatethecity,theyformednetworks
ofhelpersandbeganbuildingpersonalrelationshipsthatwouldprovide
themwithinvaluableemotionalsupportinthecomingsixteenmonths.

The Third Reich still controlled vast swathes of Europe, and 1944
would bring with it more denunciations, arrests, despair, and struggle.
However,amidthefightforphysicalsurvival,momentsoflightandhope
stillexisted.Indeed,figure2.5suggestsaparallelnarrativeofsurvival,one
inwhichBerlin’ssubmergedJewssurfacedonoccasionandattemptedto
domorethansimplysurvive:theyattemptedtolive.Thepursuitofcre-

Figure 2.5. Christmas,1943.ThegentlemanpicturedisWalterRiesenfeldliving
submergedandcelebratingChristmaswithGreteHoffmann(right)andElisabeth
Fritz(left),thetwosistersshelteringhim.204
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atingandmaintainingalife,sointegraltoindividualidentityandsocen-
traltothehistoryofBerlin’sdivers,willbepursuedinthenextchapter.
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Chapter 3

LIVING

Y•Z

ThefirstfullyearoflivingsubmergedtookahorrifictollontheU-boats.
Atthestartof1944,approximately2,300BerlinJewsremainedonthe
run.Fortheseindividuals,1944remainedadangerousextensionofthe
previous year. The Allied invasion at Normandy and Soviet advances
intoPolandprovidedhopebutnotangiblebenefits.Alliedvictoriesonly
hardenedNaziresolvetopursuetheFinalSolution.Tothatend,theNa-
zisincreasinglysoughttosolvethequestionofthelegalstatusofGerma-
ny’s remnant Jewish population and ordered the deportation of Jewish
widows and widowers of non-Jews. They also ordered the conscription
ofMischlingeandJewishspousesofnon-Jewstoworkinforcedlaborbat-
talions throughout the Greater Reich and France. The radicalization
ofthewareffortthusledtoaparallelradicalizationofNaziantisemitic
policyandconvincedsomepreviouslyprotectedJewsinthecitytosub-
merge.Throughout1944,thechallengesassociatedwithprocuringfood
andshelter,survivingairraids,andavoidingdenunciationandarrestre-
mainedattheforefrontoftheU-boats’experiences. Illness,death,and
sexual violence also were widespread concerns, and despite differences
incopingwiththemyriadchallengestosurvival,thesewerecommonto
manydivers.Yetastheyadjustedtothedemandsofillegallife,survival
cametomeanmorethanjustphysicalself-preservation,andexperiences
begantodiverge.Crucially, intheirpursuitofsurvival,submergedJews
begantoestablishbasicroutinesinthesearchforsomelevelofnormality
andself-affirmationinanotherwisechaoticworld.Theconsequenceof
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theestablishmentofsuchroutinesinfactenabledsomeoftheU-boats
notsimplytosurvivebuttobegintocreatesomesemblanceofan“every-
day”life.

Thenotionthatsubmergingcouldprovideanoperativespaceinwhich
topursueaneverydaylifeinatimeandplaceasdangerous,brutal,and
bizarreasNaziGermanyisnotasfar-fetchedasitmightseem.Theidea
ofeverydaylifeneednotand—inthecaseofBerlin’sdivers—shouldnot
imply“ordinary”or“unchanging.”Therewas,tobesure,nothingordi-
naryorunchangingaboutU-boatexperiencesinNaziBerlinor,indeed,
theJewishexperienceinNaziGermanythroughouttheregime’stwelve-
yearexistence.However,asscholarsstudyingthehistoryofeverydaylife
(Alltagsgeschichte),especiallyduringtheThirdReich,haveargued,there
isnoonedefinitionoftheeveryday.1Noristheeverydayfixedorendur-
ing.Rather,whenconsideringwhattheideaofan“everyday”meantto
Berlin’s dashers and divers, we should take note of the historian Den-
nisSweeney’sunderstandingof the“transitorynatureof theeveryday,”
of“everydaylifeasaseriesofuniqueplaces,eachwithitsownparticular
temporalities and routines.”2 Everyday life, even in times of peace and
stability,isanythingbutfixed;itisafragileandconstantlyshiftingcon-
ceptandthereforenotatallincompatiblewithunderstandingthateven
amidtheunstableterrainofsubmergedlifeinBerlintherewasstillthe
potentialforaneverydaylife,onethatheldoutthehopeforadegreeof
relativesafetyandstability.Certainly,thislifewasephemeralandoften
highlycircumscribed.FortheU-boats,itmightlastanywherefromafew
days to a few months, depending on ever-changing circumstances: the
threatofdenunciation,airraids,illnessordeath,ahostileorfrightened
helper,and,ultimately,theBattleforBerlincouldalltooquicklybringan
endtoaneverydayexistence.Andyetrepeatedlyinsurvivortestimony
wefindthattheendofoneeverydaycould,andoftendid,leadtoanew
everyday.Infact,thetenuousandfluctuatingnatureofasubmergedex-
istencedoesnotnegatethepossibilitiesforpursuingandachievingalife
characterizedbyeverydayroutineandanexpressionofindividualagency.
Rather,ithighlightsnotonlytheextremedurabilityoftheconceptofthe
everydaybutalsotheverymalleabilityoftheconcept,forwhenspeaking
abouttheeverydayforBerlin’sdivers,weare infactspeakingofmulti-
ple“everydays”ofvaryingduration,of“everydays”thatduetotheactof
JewslivingcamouflagedasAryansmeantthebalancingofdualidentities
withintheirowndailylives.

Despitethehighlyindividualandcomplexnatureofdailylifeforthe
U-boats, therefusaltosimplyvanishintotheshadowsandsurviveiso-
lated,alone,andimmobile,ifatallpossible,repeatedlyshinesthroughin
muchsurvivortestimonyconcerningthepursuitofan“everyday.”Even
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iftheactofsubmerginginBerlinhadnotnecessitatedfrequentmobility,
survivors often behaved in ways so out of keeping with standard ideas
ofhiding,inwayssopublicand,fromourperspective,soriskyandun-
necessary thatwemustconclude that therewasanother factoratplay:
the stubborndesire to remain an individual andnotmerely to survive
butlive.Thisstubbornness(Eigensinn),socentraltounderstandingthe
historyofeverydaylifeinGermanhistory,seekstounderstand,inthehis-
torianPaulSteege’swords,“boththeliberatingpossibilitiesofstubborn
independenceinthemidstofdailylifeandtheoftenunintentionalcom-
plicity inproducingand sustaining structuresofHerrschaft [authority].”
Althoughutilizedtogreateffectinunderstandingnon-Jewishindividual
behaviorduring theThirdReich, testimoniesby formerU-boatsabout
theirbehaviorwhilelivingsubmergedalsohaveaneigensinnig(stubborn)
qualityrunningthroughthem.3Ontheonehand,thestubborndesireto
pursue a daily life—even at great
risk—is made abundantly clear in
manysurvivortestimonies.Onthe
otherhand,becausepursuitofsuch
a life almost always required the
concealment of one’s true iden-
tity and the public adoption of
an “Aryan” persona, everyday life
meant coming into frequent con-
tact with ardent Nazis and their
sympathizers. The result was that
effectively camouflaging oneself
asanAryanoftenrequiredashow
ofsupportfortheregime,creating
an ironic situation in which defi-
ancewasofnecessityexpressedas
complicity.Considerthefollowing
photographoftheU-boatEugenF.:

Dressing inaHitlerYouthuni-
form served as excellent camou-
flageinhisattempttosurvive.As
discussed in chapter 2, uniforms
proved especially effective in dis-
guising men of fighting age in a
wartime society where vocal and
visualsupport fortheregimewere
essential for deflecting suspicion.
EugenF.didnotwearthisuniform Figure 3.1. TheU-boatEugenF.4
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for a specific purpose; rather, this uniform allowed him to move freely
whenhewalkeddown the street.5Neither thebenefitofwearing such
uniforms,however,northeappearanceofcomplicitywiththeregimewas
lostonthecity’sdivers,oneofwhomexpressedthisrealityinthefallof
1945inhisOdFapplication:

Itisunnecessarytopointoutthateverycamouflageduringthattimeneed-
ed to avail itself of the features of National Socialism. Only those who
outwardlyclothedthemselvesinthegarbofnationalsocialistcustomsand
characteristicscouldhavethehopeofnotattractingattentionandtocon-
tinuelivingcamouflaged.6

Whilecertainlytrue,thisoutwardsupportofNaziauthoritywasnotlim-
itedtomeninuniform.WhetheritmeantreadingtheNazidailynewspa-
per,theVölkischer Beobachter,whileridingthestreetcar,givingtheNazi
salute when in public, or simply lending a supposedly sympathetic ear
to ardent Nazis and their hopes for a final victory, Jews who chose to
surfaceduringthewarandcamouflagethemselvesasnon-Jewsroutinely
werebroughtintosituationsthatinadvertentlyreinforcedtheauthority
oftheNazistate,evenamongthoseJewsworkingwithresistancegroups
toactivelyundermineit.SeparatingthetrueidentityofcamouflagedJews
fromtheirassumedidentitywasnotalwayseasy,whichwaspreciselythe
point, as a good camouflage was critical for survival; the full, true self
could not be present on the surface at all moments. Yet in examining
survivortestimonyfromthoseindividualswhostubbornlystruggledand
succeededinbuildingsomesemblanceofeverydaylife,wewillseetime
and again in this chapter how the everyday in such situations, despite
thesuperficialappearanceofsupportfortheregime,“work[ed]tocreate
momentswhereexperiencesoftheself[could]flashupinburstofrecog-
nition”7andallowtheprewarselftoshinethrough.

Itwasabsolutelycriticaltothecreationofaneverydaylife,then,for
Jewstobuildoffoftheiroriginalcontactsandearlyexperiencesofsur-
vivalandsolidifysocialnetworksofsupport:“Igraduallycollectedaround
mea large circleofpeoplewhomusteredgreat sympathy formy situa-
tionandhelpedme.”8ThesenetworkshelpedJewshandlethephysical
challengesofevadingcaptureandopenedupavenuesofescapefromthe
physical andemotional limitationsof an illegal life.Theseexperiences
demonstrate the paradox inherent in living submerged in and around
Berlin,whichthischapterexplores:althoughthedangerousandmargin-
alizedsituationofthecity’sdiversanddashersshouldhaveseveredwhat-
ever remainingconnections theyhad toGerman society, after yearsof
discriminatorypoliciesthathadfirstisolatedandthenphysicallyejected
Jews fromGermansociety, illegal lifeoftenbrought Jews togetherwith
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Germansocietyinsurprisingandsubversiveways.Asaresult,lifeinthe
citywitnessedatypical levelsof interactionandintimacybetweenJews
andnon-JewsandaffordednoteworthylevelsofagencytoJewsattempt-
ingtoliveillegally.Friendshipsandromancesformedandmatured,and
manyhelpersformedstrongemotionalbondswiththeU-boatswhocame
intotheirlives.Employment,althoughdifficulttosecure,alsocreateda
senseofpurposeandenabledreentranceintoaworldthathadbeendis-
tantandhostileforyears.Thedynamicandindividualisticnatureofsub-
mergedlifeaidedthemintheirendeavors.NoteveryU-boatsucceeded;
denunciationsandarrests continued, and feelingsof comfort and secu-
rityoftenwereephemeralorillusory.Moreover,whilemanydiversbuilt
realandenduringrelationshipsandwerefortunatetofindgenuinelygood
peoplesympathetictotheirplight,otherswereroutinelysurroundedby
hatefulandardentsupportersof theregime. Justasphysicalconditions
variedgreatly,sotoodidsocialinteractionsbetweenJewsandnon-Jews.
In conjunction with physical challenges to survival, these interactions
underscorethediversityofillegallifeintheNazicapitalandtheuncer-
tainmixtureofcircumstanceandconsciouschoicepermeatingthelives
oftheU-boats.Indeed,boththeirsuccessesanddisappointmentsdemon-
stratethecentralityoftheindividualexperienceforshapingthequality
oftheirsubmergedlifeaswellasmemoriesofthatlife.

“My husband left me after 14 years of marriage because of 
my Jewish descent”: Jewish Mischlinge, Widows, Widowers, 

Divorcées, and the Next Wave of Illegals9

Insummer1944,upwardoftwothousandJewswerelivingsubmergedin
Berlin.10Inaddition,somesixthousandJewsresidedlegallyinthecity,
forty-sixhundredduetotheirmarriagewithnon-Jewsandtheremainder
duetotheirstatusasMischlinge.11Thisfigureshrankoverthecourseof
thenextsixteenmonthsastheauthoritiesdeportedJewishwidowsand
widowersaswell ascertainMischlinge.Outofa sampleof425U-boats
whosurvivedthewarsubmerged,thisstudyidentifieseightpeople(1.8
percent) who went into hiding at this time. Although this number is
small,itreflectstheincreasingdeterminationoftheNaziregimetosolve
theJewishQuestiondowntothelastdetail.Withthelastofthemajor
deportationsofmostfullJewsthepreviousyear,theNazis,underthelead-
ershipofHeinrichHimmler,turnedtheirfullattentiontorootingoutthe
remnantsoftheJewishpeopleinGermany.

Bureaucratic circles had been divided for years over how to classify
and treatMischlinge, a groupof approximately112,000people.12These
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divisions reflected both practical considerations (e.g., concern over a
potentialuproar fromnon-Jewish familymembersover thepersecution
andpotentialdeportationoftheirlovedones)aswellasideologicalones
(e.g.,howmuch “Jewishblood”disqualifies someone frommembership
intheVolksgemeinschaft?). Theyalsoexemplifytheutterlyconfusingand
capriciousnatureoftheminutiaeofNaziracelawinGermany. Broadly
speaking, Mischlinge were any individuals who had a Jewish parent or
grandparent(s).Thetreatmentofthese“halfJews,”however,variedac-
cordingtoancestryandreligiousaffiliation.IndividualswithoneJewish
grandparent(Mischlingeof theSecondDegree)usually suffered in their
careers and education but were exempt from deportation and wearing
theJewishStar.13Moreproblematicfortheregimeweretheseventy-two
thousandindividualswhohadoneJewishparentandonenon-Jewishpar-
ent,so-calledMischlingeoftheFirstDegree,many—butnotall—ofwhom
wouldbeexemptfromdeportationuntilthefinalmonthsofthewar.14If
thecoupleremainedchildlessandthehusbandwasAryan,themarriage
was“privileged”;inthiscase,theJewishspousewasexemptfromdepor-
tationandnotrequiredtoweartheJewishStar.15Similarly,amixedmar-
riageinwhichthechildrenhadbeenraisedChristianwasalsoprivileged,
anoddexceptiontoNationalSocialistbeliefsthatreligiondidnotaffect
race.16YetevenamongthosecategorizedasaMischlingoftheFirstDe-
gree,afurtherdistinctionwasmadetodeterminewhichoftheseindivid-
ualswouldbeclassifiedasaso-calledGeltungsjuden(“equivalenttoJews”)
andbesubjectedtomanyofthesameharshmeasuresasfullJews,often
includingdeportation.17This latter classification, affecting about seven
thousandJewsinGermanyinitspre-1938borders,wasappliedtoMisch-
lingeoftheFirstDegreewhoeitherweremarriedtofullJewsatthetimeof
theimplementationoftheNurembergRaceLawson15September1935,
werestillamemberoftheJewishCommunityatthetimeofsaidlaws,or
werebornafter31July1936fromarelationshipdeemedasaconsequence
ofthoselawsasRassenschande(racedefilement,thatis,sexualintercourse
betweenaJewandanon-Jew).Yetmanyoftheseindividualshadfewor
notiestoJudaism,andinsomecasesdidnotevenknowthattheyfellun-
derthiscategoryuntilitwastoolate,thinkinginsteadthattheyqualified
asaMischlingoftheFirstDegree.Indeed,ideologicalobsessionwithblood
andracealongwithbureaucraticcapriciousnesscametogethertoreflect
whatthehistorianMariavonderHeydthasaptlyidentifiedinNaziGer-
manyasthe“arbitrarinessofracialdefinition.”18

Yetwiththeoutbreakofwar,theoften-convolutedofficialgovernment
policytowardthoseindividualsvariouslyclassifiedashalfJewsbeganto
crystalizeandtakeonanincreasinglyvirulentform.Indeed,theradical-
izationofNaziantisemiticpolicyculminatedinFebruary1945withan
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ordertodeportallremainingJewsandMischlinge fromGermany’scapi-
tal.OnlythelackofadequatetransportcausedbytheReich’simpending
collapsepreventedthisorderfrombeingexecutedinBerlin.19Alreadyin
April1940,HitlerhadorderedthedismissalofMischlingeandnon-Jews
inmixedmarriagesfromtheWehrmacht.20Despitetheeffortsofsomein-
dividualstodisguisetheirstatus,mosthadbeendiscoveredandforcedout
by1942.21ThehysteriaandparanoiaofNaziofficialsonly increasedas
thewardraggedon.In1943,officialopinioncoalescedaroundtheideaof
employinghalfJewsandcouplesinmixedmarriagesinsegregatedforced
laborbattalionsinGermanyandFrancecoordinatedbytheOrganisation
Todt(OT).22HimmlerrampeduptheconscriptionrateinOctober1944
inwhathas been referred to as a “secondFabrik-Aktion.”23TheNazis
sentmaleMischlinge and thenon-Jewishhusbandsof Jewishwomento
workthroughoutthecountry.FemaleMischlingeandthosewithphysical
impairments were conscripted into local outfits.24 The physical condi-
tions in these battalions varied exceedingly. The workers were techni-
cally free,couldsendlettershomeandreceivepackages,andwereable
toapplyforleave.25However,manyofthecampswerelittlebetterthan
theconcentrationandlaborcampsenduredbyfullJews,andtheremoval
ofMischlingeintotheseisolatedbattalionswasaslipperyslopethateasily
couldleadtointernmentinaconcentrationcamp.26By1944,theknowl-
edgeofthegenocideofEurope’sJewswaswidespreadamongBerlin’sJews,
andanyofficialpromisesconcerningthetreatmentofOTworkersrang
hollow.AsthewarturnedagainsttheNationalSocialistregimeandits
policytowardtheMischlingehardened,someJewsbegantofleetheirbat-
talionsandsubmerge.27

AspartoftheNazis’attempttoresolvethequestionofthestatusof
so-calledhalfJewsandthoseinmixedmarriages,on18December1943
Heinrich Müller, chief of the Gestapo, ordered the deportation of di-
vorcedandwidowedJewsofnon-JewstoTheresienstadt.Atthattime,
thefutureU-boatSusanneHesseworkedasatraincarwasherfortheRe-
ichsbahninBerlin(seefigure3.2).ShehadmovedtothecityfromBre-
slauthreeyearsearlierafterherhusbandHansseparatedfromherbecause
shewasJewish,apracticeupheldbylawsinceJuly1938butonethatoffi-
cialshadencouragedsince1933.28Tofacilitatetheseparation,Hanshad
turnedtotheBreslauGestapo.TheGestapo’sthreatspersuadedSusanne
tomovetoBerlinandlivewithhermother.InBerlin,Hesseclungtoa
precariousbut still protectedexistence,becausehermarriage remained
ineffectuntilOctober1943.29On10January1944,theGestapofinally
arrivedtoarrestSusanne,butshewasnotathome.30Asaresultofthis
narrowescape,Hessedecidedtosubmerge.
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DivorceonthegroundsthatonepartnerwasJewishwascommonin
NaziGermany,althoughevidencesuggeststhatmostnon-Jewsremained
loyal totheir spouses.32Still,Naziofficialsandtheir supportersencour-
agedthepractice,particularly incases involvingsomeoneof social im-
portance.33Thus,Germanauthorities“forcibly”dissolvedEvaKemlein’s
marriagetothenon-JewishauthorHerbertKemleinbywithholdinghis
wages.34Similarly,EllenReppel andhernon-Jewishhusband, aprofes-
sionalboxer,divorced,because“otherwisehewouldhavehadtogiveup
hissport.”35Althoughlifeinamixedmarriageinciteddailypersecutionin
theformsofverbalharassment,destructionofcareers,andasecond-tier
statuswithinGermansociety, thesemarriagesweretheonlythingpro-
tectingtheJewishspousefromdeportation.Indeed,somepeopleresisted
repeateddemandsfromtheauthoritiesthattheydivorce.36

Insomecases,divorcesresultedfromantisemiticattitudesonthepart
ofthenon-Jewishspouse.LissiTessman’shusbanddivorcedherinJanu-
ary1943,“sincebetween[them]considerabledifferenceshadarisendue
toracialdifferences.”37However,thereasonsfordivorcevaried,andmany

Figure 3.2. SusanneHesse.31
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cannotbeverified.HerbertA.,born in1927andbaptizedaLutheran,
mentionsthathisparentsdivorced“duetoreasonsofracepolitics”(aus 
rassenpolitischen Gründen). This rather ambiguous phrase leaves unan-
swered the question of whether the pressures of National Socialist an-
tisemiticpolicycrushedtheparentsorwhethertheissuetoreapartthe
marriagefromtheinside.38

Peoplealsodivorcedasameansofsafeguardingthefamilystructure.39
Isaak Grünberg married his Christian wife Fried Hanke on 13 August
1918,andshegavebirthtotheirsonErwinamonthlater.Isaakandhis
wife worked together in the tailoring business, and their marriage was
a happy one “until the Hitler regime befell [the] Germans and tore us
apart.”40ByOctober1940, thepressures and threats against the family
hadincreasedtothepointthatIsaakfeltforcedtoleavehome.Theau-
thoritiesgavehiswifeanultimatum:eitherdivorceherhusbandorthe
family would lose its domicile and business. The fate of their son was
alsoafactor.Bydivorcingherhusband,Grünberg’swifecouldchangeher
son’sstatustoMischling.Otherwise,thechildqualifiedasaGeltungsjude.
Thedecisionwasadifficultone for the family,buttheknowledgethat
hiswifeandfamilyweresafegavehim“satisfaction.”41Despitethepain
ofdivorceandtheensuingyearsinhiding—Isaaksubmergedon2June
1942—theGrünbergsreachedthedecisionmutually,takingintoaccount
thechallengesof staying together andweighing themagainst thepain
ofseparationandthepersecutionoftheJewishspouse.42TheGrünbergs
designedtheirdecisiontoensurethebestoutcomeunderasetofunfa-
vorable conditions. At the time of their divorce, the deportations had
notyetbegun,andstayingmarriedseemedtoposeabiggerthreattothe
family.Also,oncethedeportationsstarted, someJewsworriedthatthe
Nazismightdeporttheirnon-Jewishspouses.43TheNazis’convolutedat-
titude toward Mischlinge and the Grünbergs’ willingness to exploit the
lawallowedthefamilytoholdontotheirbusinessandguaranteeapro-
tectedstatusfortheErwin.44Ultimately,thankstotheunwaveringlove
andfidelityofFried,whoprovidedforhimduringhisillegalyears,Isaak
survivedthewar.

Theemotionalstrainandsocialisolationoflivinginamixedmarriage
sometimeswasunbearable;thebenefitsaffordedbysuchmarriageswere
notalwaysclear,especiallytothenon-Jewishpartner.On3March1943,
lessthanaweekaftertheLargeFactoryOperation,GertrudStephan,the
Jewishwifeofanon-Jewishdistrictchimneysweeper,reportedtopolice
thatherhusbandWalterhadcommitted suicide inhisPrenzlauerBerg
workshop;hehadhangedhimselffromhisladder.Heleftbehindanote:
“Farewell, youbeautifulworld.”Thepolice report linkedhis suicide to
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hiswife:“BecausehiswifeisJewish,andhefearedforhertroubles,which
henolongerwantedtoexperience.”45On7December1943,theNazis
deportedGertrudontheforty-seventhtransporttoAuschwitz.46Walter
Stephanprobablywasunawarethathisdeathpromptedthedeportation
ofhiswifeninemonthslater.Nonetheless,hissuicidehadmortalcon-
sequences for her, and it highlights the importance of the non-Jewish
spouse for ensuring the continued protection of their Jewish partner.
Thus,beginninginJanuary1944,withthedeportationofJewishwidows
andwidowersofnon-Jews,anew—albeitsignificantlysmaller—waveof
submergingbegan.However,forreasonsperhapspertainingtothelogis-
ticsassociatedwithdeportation,somepeopledidnotsubmergeuntilJune
1944.47Othersusedavarietyoftactics, includingforgeddocuments,to
forestallsubmerginguntilthelastfewmonthsofthewar.48Yetbythebe-
ginningof1944,mostJewishwidowsandwidowershadonlyasmallspan
oftimebetweenthedeathoftheirnon-Jewishspouseandthemomentof
theirarresttoconsidersubmerging.Often,theJewishFahnderwerewait-
ingforthegrievingspouseoutsideofthefuneral.49

Fifty-seven-year-old Eugenie Nase (see figure 3.3), widowed since
1934,had learned relatively early thedangers associatedwithGestapo
actions.TheNazishadarrestedmostofher family in1938.From that
dateforward,shemadeapointofhidingduringeveryGestapooperation.
InJanuary1944,however,Gestapoagentsappearedatherdoorandasked
her toaccompanythemtoheadquarters.TheagentsgrantedNase’s re-
questthatherMischling sonbeallowedtoescorther.Despitecountless
examplesintheprevioustwoandahalfyearsofJewsfleeingarrest,the
agents reliedonanauraof fear to ensureNase’s compliance, and they
leftherandhersonaloneinthehallwayatheadquarters.Naseusedthe
opportunity to back out of the hallway and flee the building. The ap-
pearanceofhersonwithherenabledNaseto“bluff”thetwopoliceoffi-
cersguardingtheentranceintolettingthemleave.Sheandhersonthen
headedstraighttothenearestbank.Afriendofthefamilyreturnedtoher
apartmentandpackedafewofherpossessionsinasuitcase.Eugenieand
hersonthenfledthecityfortwomonths.50

ThedaybeforeEugenieNasesubmerged,LydiaHaasealsofled,leav-
ing behind her mentally handicapped twenty-three-year-old son Falko.
Althoughhernon-Jewishhusbandhadpassedawayin1936,Haasehad
arguedthatshecouldnotbedeportedbecauseshehadtocareforherson.
YetwhenHaasewent to the rationcarddistributioncentera fewdays
later,theworkersatthecenterrefusedtoissueherrationcards,asignof
herimminentarrest.Haasewasfortunatenottohavebeenarrestedbya
Fahnder,someofwhomfrequentedJewishrationcarddistributioncenters
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toarrest illegal Jewsandthose, likeHaase,whorecentlyhad lost their
legal residency status.52Haase therefore submerged and assumedanew
name:LucieHoffmann.Shedidthisinthehopeofbeingabletolookaf-
terherson,whowaslivinginahealthinstitution.Indeed,theheadofthe
institutioncontinuedtoallowHaasetovisithersonfortheremainderof
thewarandcamouflagedhervisits.53

Jews who submerged in 1944 did so as a result of the radicalization
ofNationalSocialistantisemiticpolicy.Aspreviouslyprotected Jewish
groupsrecognizedtoolate,thenatureoftheparty’sideologycouldnever
haveallowedMischlingeandMischehentoretainevenamarginalexistence
withintheVolksgemeinschaft.OncemostfullJewshadbeendeported,any
remainingvestigesoftheJewishcommunityhadtobepurged.Although
mostBerlinMischlingeandJewsinMischehendidsurvivethewar,thepo-
sitionofwidows,widowers,anddivorcéeswasfarmoreprecarious.Their
besthopewastosubmerge.Indoingso,theyjoinedthecity’sotherdivers
inthedailystruggleforsurvival.

Figure 3.3. EugenieNase.51
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“Because I was bored . . . I decided to get a job”: 
The Experiences of Employment

InJanuary1944,fifty-four-year-oldCharlotteJosephylivedinthesmall
town of Rüdnitz bei Bernau, about twenty-eight kilometers outside
ofBerlin.Shehadmoved to the townduring theprevious summeron
theadviceofa lady shehadmet in thecity. Josephy’s falsepapersand
aBombenschein (adocumentprovingone’s statusas avictimof theair
raids)enabled thisflight fromBerlin.Yetalthough she receiveda resi-
dencypermitandrationcards,Josephy’sstayinRüdnitzwasdistressing.
Theantisemitismofthetown’sresidentsbecametoomuchtohandle,and
theFahnder recentlyhadbegun combing the city’snearby small towns
forU-boats.ThesefactorspersuadedCharlottetosearchforachangein
venue,andonSaturday,15January1944,shereadthefollowingadinthe
Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung:

ReliableNannywithgoodreferencessoughtfor3childrenaged1–7ina
quiet,ruralvillahouseholdwithfamilyties,assoonaspossible.Mrs.Marg.
Bender,OstseebadZoppotbeiDanzig,Baedekerweg3.54

Josephymade the requisite inquiries, andHerrBender interviewedher
onthetelephone.InApril1944,shemovedtoZoppotbeiDanzig.55Jo-
sephy’scasewasnotunique.Indeed,employmentwasakeyfactorinthe
survivalofmanyU-boatsandhadasignificantimpactonhowmanyof
thesurvivorsrememberedtheirtimeinhiding.Certainly,noteveryone
worked.However,employmentwasaformativepartofthesubmergedex-
perience,anditillustratestherelativefreedomofmovementandaction
availabletomanyJews.

•••

The primary purpose for the U-boats in having a job was to buy food
andshelterorelsecontributetothehouseholdcaringforthem.56Thus,
workingwasanecessarypartofsurvivalandmadethecontinuedsupport
ofnon-Jewsmore feasible.Onewoman,a seamstress, supportedherself
andherhusbandbysewingandcleaningforfourteendifferentacquain-
tances,manyofwhomalsoofferedhershelter.57Similarly,tosupporthis
wifeandchild,anotherdiverfoundworkasatailorandawoodchopper.58
YetdespitethecentralroleemploymentplayedinsustainingtheU-boats
materially,workwasnotsolelyameanstosurvival.Rather,survivortes-
timonyindicatesthatemploymentservedthreevaluablesocialfunctions
for Jews,and furthermorehada fundamental impactonhowmaleand
femaleU-boatsexperiencedandrememberedtheirtimeinhiding.
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First,with respect to the social functionsofwork, employmentpro-
videdtheU-boatswithareleasefromthetediumandlonelinessofhid-
ing.Employmentalsoallowedtheseindividualstoescapefromdangerous
orunpleasantlivingconditions.Second,workingbroughtBerlin’sillegals
intocontactwithbroadsectionsofthenon-Jewishpopulation,enabling
themtointeractwithgentilesociety,toobservetheGermanhomefront,
andtoexperiencecompassionandfriendshipaswellashatredandper-
secution.Third,work,evenifunpaid,functionedasaformofresistance
andself-expression.Insomecases,workasanactofresistancemanifested
itselfinrealattemptstohinderthegoalsoftheNazistate,asevidenced
bythosewhoparticipatedindistributinganti-Naziliteratureorworking
withcirclesofresistance.Inmostcases,however,workfunctionedmore
asanactofstubbornself-expression,aspersonalresistancethatafforded
thecity’sdiversopportunitiestowieldwhateveragencystillexistedfor
theminastatebentnotonlyontheirphysicaldestructionbutalsoon
thedestructionoftheirindividualspirit.Indeed,theresultingexpressions
of suchagencyprovide insight intothetalentsandpersonalitiesof the
U-boatsthattheNaziswereunabletosquash.

SubmergedlifeinBerlin,especiallyforthosewhophysicallyhid,was
not only dangerous but also often tedious and lonely.59 Survivors thus
triedtoamuseandemploythemselvesinavarietyofways.Onesurvivor
knittedadressand,onceitwasfinished,tookitaparttobeginagain.Her
husband,meanwhile,readnewspapersandnovels.60AnotherU-boatbus-
iedhimselfbywritingpoetry,chroniclinghisexperiencesofhidingand
hishopesanddreamsforthefuture.61Others,however,triedtoescapethe
tediumthroughmorepublicformsofemployment.KonradLatte,childof
BreslauJewishconvertstoChristianity—butstillafullJewaccordingthe
NurembergLaws—focusedonhispassionformusic;indeed,hefounded
thefamousBerlinerBarock-Orchesterafterthewar.Latteplayedmusic
totakehismindoffofthe“boringandseedy”natureofhiding.Through
anacquaintance,hefoundworkplayingtheorganat funeralsandthus
fundedhislifeunderground;asthewardraggedon,hebecamequitein
demand.AnotherconnectionfoundLatteworkattheStateOpera,ajob
thatoncebroughthimfacetofacewithHermannGöringafteraperfor-
manceofRichardWagner’sDie Meistersinger von Nürnberg.Laterinthe
war,Latteevenjoinedatravelingmusical troupe.Yetashischronicler
notes,“Itwasn’tathirstforadventurethatdroveandintheendsaved
him.Itwassimplythathisambitiontoexcelinhisprofessionwasstron-
gerthanhisfearofhispersecutors,andthattoreachhisgoalhehadto
crisscrossBerlineveryday.”62

EmploymentalsoenabledtheU-boatstoescapedangerousandintol-
erable situations.Charlotte Josephy responded to the advertisement in
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theDeutsche Allgemeine Zeitungforthisverypurpose.Hernewjoballowed
hertofleetheintolerableantisemiticatmosphereinRüdnitzandthedan-
gers presented by the Fahnder. Having a plausible reason to move also
made traveling,with itsmanypass inspections, somewhat safer.Sodid
havingthesupportofaprominentfamily.Josephy’snewemployers,the
Benderfamily,movedinhighcirclesofNazisociety,andJosephyrecalled
thatAlbert Forster,Gauleiter ofDanzig,wasoneof the family’s guests.
The willingness and ability to relocate functioned as a valuable shield
against thedangersofarrestandaffordedtheU-boatsachancetofind
saferlivingconditions.63

Insomepostwartestimonies,workalsofunctionsasarepresentation
ofhowcamouflagedJewsremembertheirlivesontherun,anditdemon-
stratesatrulybroadrangeofsurvivorencounterswithGermansociety.
These personal interactions with German society influenced the emo-
tionalexperienceofhiding, resulting indiverse survivormemoriesand
conflictingviewpoints. Indeed, survivordescriptionsofworkoftenpro-
videtheclearest insightintodailylifeanditsemotionalconsequences.
Moreover,ofallexperienceswhilelivingsubmerged,workisperhapsthe
least foreign to contemporary society.As such,postwar accounts likely
discussemploymentinordertoconveymoreintangibleimpressionsand
feelings.

RuthArndthadagreattimespendingherdaysoffinthesummerof
1944bicyclingaroundtheHarzMountains.SinceAprilofthatyear,she
hadbeenworkingasanursemaidforanagriculturalattachéfromSpain,
Dr.JoséSantaella,andsheaccompaniedthefamilyontheirsummerva-
cation.Ruthhadfoundthepositionwhenanotherillegalrecommended
Ruth’sservicestotheattaché.HemetRuthatthefamousHotelAdlon,
merestepsfromtheBrandenburgGates,hiredher,andtookhertostay
withthefamilyontheircountryestate.Ruthhesitatedtoleaveherfamily
behind; however, her new employers also hired Ruth’s mother as their
newcook.AlthoughRuthandhermother livedunderdifferentnames
andpretendednottoknowoneanother,beingtogetherunderthesame
roofwasagreatcomfort.64Comparedto thedangersofBerlin, thefive
months between April and September 1944 were a positive time in
Ruth’s illegal life.The family, including the attaché’sGermanmother-
in-law, knew thatRuth andhermotherwere Jewish and treated them
withrespectandkindness.Ruthatewell,agreatluxury.Shealsodidnot
worryaboutairraidsinthecountrysideandwasabletosleep.Moreover,
the family paid Ruth and her mother for their work. Opportunities to
accompanythefamilyonvacationandtorideabicycle—privilegeslong
sincedeniedJews—allowedRuthtoescapeBerlin’sdangerousconditions,
physicallyaswellasemotionally.
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EscapingBerlinwasnot theonlyway tofindcomfort andmoments
ofrelativepeaceandfreedom.Evenwithinthecity,employmentcould
providemeaningfulsocialinteractionandasenseofnormality.Formuch
of late1943andearly1944,Dr.CharlotteBambergmoved from town
totownasnewthreatsaroseandnewopportunities forworkpresented
themselves.Bylatespring1944,however,CharlottewasbackinBerlin
and running the store of a furrier who recently had mended her coat.
Posingastheowner’scousin,Bambergmadethebomb-damagedbutwell-
stocked store intoherown“Paradise”: “Ihadanopen store,decorated
thedisplaywindows,soldgloves,scarves,artificialflowers,andcanes,and
repairedumbrellasas theonly store [of itskind] in thewesternpartof
thecity.”65Consideringthatcivilianconsumer-goodsproductionin1944
was between 50 to 60 percent of what it had been at the outbreak of
war,Charlotte’s storeverywellmighthavebeenunique,as sheherself
noted.66Furthermore,heraccountofthisperiodistingedwithpride.She
enjoyeddecoratingthedisplaywindow.Hercustomers“streamedintothe
store.” They liked her enough to bring her little presents, such as the
occasionalpearorboulette.Inreturn,sheputmerchandiseasideforthese
bettercustomers,withwhomshewasfriendly.67Bambergenjoyedherjob
largelybecauseofthe“chattyclientele”shebuiltuparoundher.Shedoes
notexplicitlystatehowmuchsherevealedtothesecustomers,andcon-
sideringthecarethatJewswenttofullymasktheiridentitiesinpublic,
weshouldassumethatBambergremainedawareoftheprecariousnessof
herposition.Still,theseinterpersonalinteractions,howeversuperficial,
appear tohavebroughthermuch joy. Indeed,with theexceptionof a
briefmentionoftheairraids,allotherindicationsofthetime,place,and
dangerouscircumstancesinwhichshewasliving,vanish;shemighthave
beendiscussingherfirst jobinabygoneeraofpeaceandstability.It is
alsoworthconsidering(althoughBambergdoesnotcommentonither-
self)whatthissmallstoreandherpositioninitrepresentedforher.Cer-
tainly,thestoreitselfservedasaplaceofphysicalsafety,shelter(along
withfood)beingessentialforensuringthatsafety.However,herassumed
identityastheowner’scousininoneofthelast,remaininglocationsof
itskindinthecityseemstohaveimbuedinthisgregariousandamiable
individualadegreeofcoolconfidence.Shewasthefaceofthestore,in
manyrespects,apurveyorofincreasinglyscarcegoods,andthisconferred
onheradegreeofauthority,whichsheexercisedjudiciouslyandtoher
advantageinherinteractionswithhercustomers.Iftheconfidenceand
relativehappinesswithwhichsherelatedherexperiencesinthestoreare
anyguide, thiscomparatively safe spaceappears tohavereinforcedher
positionandsenseofself.Indeed,practitionersofeverydayliferemindus
that“cultivatingacertainkindofselfpresumesinturnacertainkindof
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placeinwhichthatselfcanpotentiallythrive.”68Thusweseesomething
perhapsresemblingatenuous,self-perpetuatingcycleinBamberg’sexpe-
rience,inthatthestorerepresentedsecurity,securitybegataconfidence,
andthatgrowingconfidencefurtherincreasedBamberg’ssenseofsecurity
andself(ifonlytemporarily).

Aboveall,Bambergwasnotcutofffromthosewhoknewhertrueiden-
tity, undoubtedly awelcomeandnecessary feelingduring a timewhen
onemoreoftenthannotwastrappedinafalseidentity.Thestorethen
also operated as a place “where [she] could speak in all openness with
good,truefriends,whocamefreelyintothestore.”69Ofcriticalnotehere
isBamberg’suseoftheword“friends”(Freunde).Thiswordhasamuch
morespecificuseintheGermanlanguagethanitdoesinEnglish,where
“friend”and“friendship”cansignifyanythingfromamereacquaintance-
shiptoaplatonicrelationshipofgreatenduranceanddepth.InGerman,
useoftheword“friend,”inparticularduringthelastcentury,meantex-
clusively the latter idea. Germans generally do not use the word with
abandon,andtheirlanguageisrichwithnuanceddescriptionsofpersonal
relationships of varying levels of intimacy: acquaintances (Bekannten),
fellows(Burschen),comrades(Kameraden),andbuddies(Kumpel)aswell
asavarietyofverbssuchas“tobecomechummy”(anfreunden)or“tobe-
friend”(befreunden).Bamberg’suseofthewordFreundeisthereforeatell-
ingindicationthatstrongrelationshipsbetweenJewsandnon-Jewscould
continueduringthistime.Hercloserelationshipsfurthermorehighlight
theunderstandablepursuitofthe“ordinary”duringthe“extraordinary”
(toborrow fromAndrewBergerson)during this time. Indeed, the jux-
tapositionisstriking.Ononelevel,Bambergandherfriendsmetinan
ordinarystoreinaneighborhoodinBerlintosocialize,underanyother
circumstances a truly banal gathering. It is only when one remembers
thatBambergwasaJewishwomanontherunfromtheNazis,workingin
abomb-damagedstoreinwartimeBerlinthatoneseestheextraordinary
double narrative occurring, one in which the seeming everyday comes
headtoheadwiththebizarre.

Ifdiscussionsofworkhavethepotentialtoilluminatepositiveexpe-
riencesof submerged life, theycanalsounderscore itsmorebrutal and
nightmarishfacets.Initsmostpositiveform,steadyworkengendereda
measureofmuch-needed stabilityand“normal” social intercourse.Op-
portunitiesforworkallowedthediverstoresurfacefromtheirsubmerged
milieuandexperienceapartofGermanyfromwhichtheyhadbeenex-
cluded.Associalcreatures,humansoftencravethecompanyofothers.
Intimesofgreatdistressandhardship,thevalueofsuchinteractionsis
inestimable,asevidencedbythelanguageRuthandCharlotteusetodis-
cuss their jobs.However, employmentalso servedas a reminderof the
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cynicismandhostility of large segments of thenon-Jewishpopulation.
Evenincaseswhereajobprovidedrelativesafetyandopportunitiesfor
movement,socialinteraction,andimprovedrations,amalevolentwork-
placeexacerbatedtheemotionalstrainsofhiding.

Annelies B.’s experiences were emblematic of such fear and misery.
SheandherblindtwinsisterMariannespentmuchofthewarrunning
fromoneplacetothenextandholdingavarietyofjobs.Once,Annelies
foundworkwithhersistertakingcareoffivechildrenona large farm-
ingestatenearBreslau.Anneliessecuredthepositionundertheguiseof
needingavacationfromthebombingsinthecity.Shehadhopedthatthe
manwouldnotbeaNazi.Hisnamehada“von”init,andherassumption
demonstratesthatthemythofaristocraticanti-Nazismexistedwellbe-
forethewar’send.Thisman,infact,wasanardentNaziwhomonitored
anti-Nazisentimentamongthelocalpopulation.AccordingtoAnnelies,
theestatewasasafeplacetolive;nobodywouldsuspectaJewofliving
there.Moreover,shehadearnedtheman’srespectonedaybyadmitting
thatshewasnotreallyasecretary,asshehadclaimed.Instead,sheled
himtobelievethatsheworkedfortheGestapo,andheapproved.Anne-
liesandhersisterstayedwiththefamilyforsixweeks.70Duringthistime,
AnneliesbalancedherworkontheestatewithtripstoBerlintocollect
ration cards. She had developed an excellent system. Operating under
theguiseofanagentoftheGestapo,Anneliestoldtheestateownerthat
sheneededtoreturntoBerlineverysooftentocompleteataskforher
“secret”job.Inreturn,herGestapo“boss”inBerlingrantedherfourextra
daysoffforhervacationinthecountryside.ThislieensuredthatAnnelies
andhersistercouldextendtheirstayinthecountrysidewhilesimultane-
ouslycontinuingtoreceivetheirrationcardsandescapethedangersof
Berlin.Yetthesisterscouldnotprolongtheirstayforever,andsoonthey
gavetheirnotice.Ingratitudeforherexcellentwork,herbossgavehera
gift:abarofsoapmadeof“Jewishbones”fromaconcentrationcampthat
afriendhadsenttohim.Anneliestookit,inherwords,expressionless.71

Inreality,theNazisdidnotmakesoapfromthefatofmurderedJews.
Widelypropagatedafterthewar,Annelies’saccount,givenforty-sixyears
afterherliberation,appearstoreflecttheinfluenceofcollectivesurvivor
memoryonherownexperiences.AftertheliberationofthecityofDan-
zig(Gdańsk,inpresent-dayPoland),itwasdiscoveredthattheAnatomic
InstituteoftheDanzigMedicalSchool,underProfessorRudolfSpanner,
experimentedwiththeproductionofsmallamountsofsoapmadefrom
thefatofhumanbodies.Thisexperimentlastedapproximatelyoneyear
(February1944–January1945),andthemanufacturedsoapwasusedfor
lubricationandcleaningpurposes.ThefatwastakenfromexecutedGer-
manprisonersaswellasPolesand,inafewinstances,Russianprisoners
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ofwar.Noindividualswereexecutedspecificallyforthepurposeofmak-
ingthesoap,andtheStutthofconcentrationcamplocatednearDanzig,
whereJewswereheld,didnotprovideanyofthecorpsesfortheseheinous
and ghastly experiments.72 However, evidence suggests that Annelies’s
memorystillmightbeaccurate.Thesoapmythdidoriginateduringthe
ThirdReich,andthetaleheldsomecurrencyamongthehigherechelons
oftheNazileadership.TheNazis’sadisticutilizationofJewishhairand
dentalfillingssuggeststhattheycertainlywouldhavehadnomoralcom-
punctionsaboutrenderingfatfrommurderedJewstoproducesoap.Also,
the acronym printed on mass-produced soap lent itself to misreadings:
R.I.F.(Reichsstelle für Industriefette)looksquitesimilartotheinitialsR.J.F.
(Reines Judenfett).Anotherpossibilityisthatthesimilarityofthetwoac-
ronymsseemedaparticularlyfunnyjoketothemostferventbelieversin
theFinalSolution,therebyperhapsprovidinganotherbasisforthemyth.
Annelies’semployerwasafanaticalNazi,presumablyonewithimportant
partycontacts.Therefore,hemighthavegivenAnneliesabarofR.I.F.
soapandexplainedtoher,eitherinjestorinearnestbelief,itssupposed
origins.

IncontrasttotheexperiencesofRuthandCharlotte,forwhomwork
engendered positive memories, Annelies’s account of her employment
servesasavehiclethroughwhichtoconveyherdreadandanguish.From
aperspectiveofsurvival,Annelies’semploymentexperienceontheestate
hadbeenideal.Theestateowner’spartyconnectionsandthefearwith
whichthelocalpopulaceseemedtoregardhimensuredhersafety.The
systemwherebyAnneliessecuredrationcardsandprolongedherstayout-
sideofBerlinwasacleverexampleoftheopportunitiesavailableforJews
evadingarresttomanipulatethesystem.YetAnneliesremembersnoth-
ing emotionally positive or redeeming about her employment. Indeed,
herworkontheestatewasbutoneofmanynegativemomentsduringthe
war.Inparticular,thegiftofsoapisillustrativeoftheprofoundgriefand
horrorthatcharacterizedhersubmergedlife.Inallthreecases,however,
memoriesofworksuggestthatthequalityoftheindividual’spersonalin-
teractionswithnon-Jewswasessentialforpositiveexperienceswhileliv-
ing submerged.Materialconcerns,althoughessential for survival,were
onlyonefactorinthestruggletokeepbodyandsoultogetherandthus
remainanindividual.

EmploymentalsoprovidedanopportunityforsomeU-boatstodemon-
stratetheirindividualtalentandinitiative.Thus,KonradLattetookad-
vantageofhismusicalprowesstosupporthimselfandadvancehisown
careerinterests.Inasimilarfashion,JacobGerstensustainedhimselfby
paintingandsellingwatercolorstoknownantifascists.Gerstenlistedhis
professionasanadvertisingagent(Reklamemakler).Hehadworkedfrom
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April1930untiltheendofMarch1936asthesoledrawerofadvertise-
mentsforHertie,amajordepartmentstore.Hisclandestineoccupation
not only enabled him to survive, it also provided him with a valuable
outletforself-expression,asitwaswellsuitedtohistalents.73

NotallJewsengagedinpaidwork;yetoccupyingoneselfwithoutguar-
anteedpayalsowasa formofemployment.Indeed,someillegals found
numerouswaystoemploytheirenergiesandtalents,oftenthroughactsof
resistance.Theseactsprovidedsatisfactionandservedasanopportunity
toutilizeone’sstrengthswithinalimitedenvironment.Inparticular,sur-
vivorsmentionantifascistactivities,suchasdistributingflyersorgiving
speeches to those who would listen.74 Organizations such as the Com-
munityforPeaceandConstruction(GemeinschaftfürFriedenundAuf-
bau),foundedbytheU-boatWernerScharff,andtheZionistyouthgroup
Chug Chaluzi are noteworthy examples of resistance groups in which
Jewscouldanddidplayprominentroles.75Onthewhole,however,Jew-
ishparticipationinorganizedresistancegroupswas limited.Large-scale
actsofJewishresistance,asseenintheWarsawGhettoUprising,didnot
transpire inGermany, and to look forparallelsor similarities inBerlin
obscurestheimportanceofindividualresistersinthecity.76

AlargenumberofU-boats tendedto focus their immediatepostwar
accountsontheirownindividualityinresisting.77Inpart,thismightbe
theresultofnecessity;individualswhoprovedtheirparticipationin“il-
legalantifascistwork”weremorelikelytoreceivefavorabletreatmentin
postwarBerlin.Yetinfocusingontheirantifascistwork,survivorsillus-
tratetherelativefreedomofactionaffordedtheminthecity.Nordoes
the focus on individual initiative disappear in later accounts and pub-
lishedmemoirsby survivors.78Actsof resistancedidnot transcend the
daily rhythms of submerged life; they were part of those rhythms, and
theyhighlightthepotentialforpersonalinitiativeinthecity.LifeinBer-
linwasanindividualaffair,andwhenopportunitiesforactionpresented
themselves,theyprovokedindividualisticresponses.

TheophthalmologistDr.ErichWeinbergandhisfamilyfledtheGe-
stapoon26February1943.LikeallJewishphysicians,Weinberghadlost
therighttobeknownasadoctorin1938.79However,hehadcontinued
toworkasa“treaterofJews”( Judenbehandler)andasheadofthePoly-
clinic for People with Eye Illnesses (Poliklinik für Augenkranke) until
1942.WhenWeinbergfledarrest,hespentanunspecifiedpartoftheyear
hiding inacellar inthesuburbofFalkensee. In1944,heresurfaced in
Falkensee and began to engage in what he termed “sabotage.” For the
durationofthewar,WeinbergworkedtounderminetheGermanwaref-
fortbygivingmembersoftheWehrmachtandHomeArmy(Volkssturm)
injections to induce fever.80 Weinberg does not mention the source of
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hissupplyof“feverinjections”;nordoeshementionhowthesesoldiers
foundhim.Healsoneglectstomentionwhetherhereceivedpaymentfor
hisservices.Accordingtohistestimony,Weinberghadconnectionswith
opposition groups; the first individuals to give him sanctuary when he
submergedwerereliableantifascists.Althoughhedidnotoperatealone,
he still pursued an avenue of resistance that reflected his educational
background and personal talents. In doing so, he undermined the war
effortandassertedhisownidentity.

 Intheir search foremployment, JewsalsohadtocontendwithNa-
zism’s views on “gender-appropriate” work. Nazi propaganda promoted
thelong-standingconservativeidealofKinder, Küche, Kirche(children,
kitchen,church).81 In thisview,menwere seenas thebreadwinnersof
thefamilyandwomenasstay-at-homemothers,raisingchildrenforthe
Fatherlandand takingcareofhouseholdduties.Althoughalmost four-
teenmillionGermanwomenwereengagedinsomeformofemployment
related to thewar effortby themiddleof1943, the safestwork for fe-
maleU-boatsremainedindomesticservice.82Inturn,menlaboredascar-
penters, tailors,woodcutters, or in similarly “male-appropriate” trades.
Thegenderednatureofemploymentnotonlyaffectedthetypesofjobs
menandwomenfoundbutalsoinfluencedhowsurvivorsremembertheir
work. Women mention employment far more often than men do, and
femalesurvivorsgotogreaterlengthsintheirtestimoniestodiscussthe
jobstheyheldwhilelivingcamouflaged.

Malesurvivorspossiblydonotdiscussillegalemploymenttothesame
extentaswomenbecauseitdidnotstandouttothemassufficientlyin-
teresting enough to warrant comment. Even in the cosmopolitan and
progressiveatmosphereof1920sBerlin,Germansocietydidnotconsider
havingacareertobeasintegraltofemaleidentityasitwastomaleiden-
tity.Societyexpectedmentowork;itmerelytoleratedwomenworking.
Yet,beginningwith theNazi seizureofpower,a reversalbeganto take
placeinregardstogenderandwork,increasingsubtlyatfirstbutacceler-
atinggreatlyasJewssubmergedintheearly1940s.Increasingly,women
werecalledupontobeactiveandvocaladvocatesfortheirfamilies,enter-
ingtheworkforceastheirhusbandslosttheirjobsandengaginginserious
discussionssurroundingthedesirabilityandfeasibilityofemigrationasthe
matterbecamemorepressing.83Working,however,remainedacontinua-
tionofmaleprewarorpre-Nazi“normal”life,andmenperhapswerenot
asinclinedtoviewtheiremploymentasanavenueofself-expressionoras
anindicationofthevastlydifferentworldofhiding.Also,maleU-boats
oftenengagedinmanuallabor.Thoseamongthemwhooncehadbeen
white-collarprofessionalsmighthavebeenindignantatthenaturetheir
undergroundworkand thuschosenot tomention it in theiraccounts,
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especiallyinlightofwhat,inherstudyofchanginggenderrolesinJew-
ishfamilies,MarionKaplanhasreferredtoas“men’sdeep-seatedidentity
withtheiroccupation.”84FemaleU-boats,ontheotherhand,becamethe
primaryorsolebreadwinnersforthefirsttimeduringtheiryearsinhiding,
evenifthe1930shadbeenatimewhenmanyofthemhadbeenunknow-
inglypreparingforsuchfutureroles.Indeed,whiletherealityofwomen
workingwhilelivingsubmergedwasnotuniquetoBerlin,thesocial,po-
litical, and economic travails of the 1930s that had gradually required
womentotakeontraditionalmaleworkingfunctionsspeaktoaparallel
shiftingenderrolesthatoccurredatthesametime.Thus,asthe1930s
woreon,Jewishwomenincreasinglyenteredtheworkforcetohelpmake
up for the husband’s lost income. This shift reflects economic changes
specifictoGermanyinthe1930sthatwerenotnecessarilyrepeatedelse-
whereinEurope,wheretraditionalgenderrolesoftenremainedinplace
forJewsinhiding.85Women’sexperiencesofworkthereforestoodoutto
themasemblematicofsubmergedlife,inwhichtheywereresponsiblefor
theirownsurvivalandsometimesthatoftheirfamily.Forsomewomen,
employmentthereforeundoubtedlywasnoteworthy,indicativenotonly
oftheirsubmergedexperiencesbutalsoreflectiveofbroaderchangesthat
hadalreadybeenoccurringinJewish–Germanlifesincethe1930s.

Interestingly,althoughmostmalesurvivorsdonotanalyzetheirexpe-
riencesduringthistimethroughthelensofpaidemployment,anexcep-
tionarisesformenengagedintheartsorinjobsthatwereriskyorout
of theordinary. For example,CiomaSchönhaus’smemoirs devote sev-
eralchapterstohisworkforgingpapersforillegalJews.Similarly,Peter
Schneider’saccountofKonradLatte’slifeinhidingfocusesonhispassion
formusicanddesiretopursuethatpassionagainstallodds.Latte’s“am-
bitiontoexcel”andSchönhaus’sprideinhisresistanceandrisk-taking
suggestthatworkoftenreceivesamplecommentaryfrommalesurvivors
onlywhenitassertsaspecific,self-selected,ego-drivenidentity.Yeteven
inthesecases,adetaileddiscussionofpaidemploymentwasnotimmedi-
atelyforthcomingafterthewar.Schönhauswaitedalmostsixtyyearsto
publishhispersonalaccount,and the journalistwho interviewedLatte
waslookingtoexposeahiddenpast.

Women also discuss paid employment more than men do, because
morewomenworked.Thiswasalreadyacommontrendbythelate1930s,
as more jobs were open to them than to Jewish men, especially those
formerlyengagedinwhite-collarprofessions.86Theprevalenceoffemale
employment almost certainly reflects the greater availability of work
consideredsafeforfemaleU-boats.Thetypesofoccupationmost“suit-
able”forwomeninNaziGermanyoftenwerenotsubjecttoregulationby
theGerman laborauthorities:nannies,housekeepers, cleaningwomen,
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cooks,and,toalesserdegree,shopclerks.Thus,Dr.CharlotteBamberg,
whengivenachoiceoffalsepapers,chosethedocumentslistingheroc-
cupationashouse seamstress.Bamberg’s reasoning:“Homeseamstresses
were completely undocumented, so that I had nothing to do with the
workoffice;Istood,insomemeasure,inafreetrade.”87Indeed,employ-
ment in private homes remained relatively free from government in-
terference,andbecause thecircleofhouseholdcontactswas small, the
dangerofdiscoverywaslimited.88Approvalbyone’sAryanemployeralso
affordedacertainlevelofprotection,especiallyiftheywereapartymem-
ber:CharlotteJosephy’semployer,theBenderfamily,wasconnectedto
high-rankingNazis,includingtheGauleiterofDanzig,AlbertForster.89In
contrast,maledivers rarely—ifever—founddomesticemployment,ob-
tainingwork instead inmanual trades, factories,or sometimes in small
businesses,areasofoccupationsubject togovernment regulation.Also,
thesejobsemployedmultiplepeopleandincreasedthechancesofdenun-
ciation.Whenmendidworkinfactoriesoroffices,theyreliedeitheron
excellently forgedpapersoronthegoodwillof theiremployerstokeep
theiridentityasecret.90

Menwhowantedorneededtoworkalsohadtocontendwiththefact
thatyoungGermanmenwereexpectedtobeinthearmedforcesoren-
gaged inessentialwork for thewareffort.91 InOctober1944, theGer-
man government conscripted all men between the ages of sixteen and
sixtynotyet in themilitary to serve in theVolkssturm, increasing the
risksfacedbymaleU-boats.92Men,however,continuedtobravethecity
streets,andfalsepapersandacrediblealibibecameevenmoreimport-
ant.OneeveningontheS-Bahn,theGestapoapproachedtheteenage
U-boatBrunoG.anddemandedtoseehispapers.HisfriendRuthArndt
satafewseatsaway,uncertainofwhatwouldhappen.Brunopresented
hispapers,whichcertifiedthathewasaCzechforcedlaborer;heeven
spokeinthebrokenGermanaccenthehadbeenpracticing.Czechsgen-
erallywerepaid laborersandallowed tomovearound thecity, soBru-
no’spassportdidnotarousesuspicion.93TheofficerjustremindedBruno
that his pass had expired and needed to be updated.94 After this brief
exchange,Bruno turnedandgaveRuthawink.Ruth,only threeyears
Bruno’ssenior,hadnotwarrantedtheGestapo’sattention;womenwere
notpotentialsoldiers.Bruno’spresenceofmindandstolenpaperssaved
him, but the encounter nevertheless illustrates a particularly gendered
challengetosurvival.95

Thedifferencesbetweenmaleand female involvement in thework-
force do not imply that men were less active than women were. Men
engagedinavarietyofactivities,includingworkingontheblackmarket
andengaginginactsofresistance.Moreover,oneshouldnotoverestimate
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theprevalenceofJewishemployment;paidworkwasnoteasytofind,was
dangeroustopursue,andwasdifficulttomaintainforextendedperiods.
Forexample,on30August1943,theGestapoundertookthesearchof
a small firm and discovered, in addition to numerous goods subject to
rationing,twogunsandsomeammunition.Theyalsodiscoveredthatthe
firm’smanager,acertainKurtJansen,wasinrealityanunregisteredJew
bythenameofKurtJacobson,andthatJacobson’ssecretarywasalsohis
wife;shewastakenintoimmediatecustody.HissonWolfgangwasalso
presentatthetimeofthearrest,butsomehowfatherandsonmanagedto
flee.Theywerequicklyapprehended,however.Atthatpoint,Jacobson,
determined to fight back, suddenly turned on the arresting officer and
pulledoutaWaltherpistolhehadonhisperson.Theofficer,however,
wasquicker.Jacobsonreceivedashottothelunganddiedthefollowing
morningasaresultofhiswound.Policesoondiscoveredthatyearsbefore,
theownerofthefirmhadbeenhavingfinancialdifficultiesandthework
officehadsentJacobsontoassisthim.Jacobsonapparentlyfinancedthe
firm and managed it under the pseudonym Jansen; he also secured his
wifeapositionatthefirm.NobodybesidestheownerknewthatJacobson
wasJewish.Ahiddenroom,nicelyapportioned,wasconstructedonone
ofthefirm’sfloorstohousehusband,wife,andchild.Whentheauthori-
tiesinthepastarrivedtoinquireaboutJacobson’swhereabouts,Jacobson
(akaJansen)simplyliedandclaimedthatJacobsonhaddisappeared.And
yetdespitesuchelaborateandcarefulpreparations,itallcametonaught.
Although police records do not elaborate further on the case, the fact
thattheGestapo,DepartmentIVD1(thesectionresponsiblefordealing
withJewishmatters)hadbeencalledintoinvestigatestronglysuggestsa
denunciation.Itisunknownwhomadethedenunciation,butJacobson’s
caseisillustrativeofthehostofunseendangersfacingJewsattemptingto
work,whicheventhebest-laidplanssometimescouldnotavoid.96Still,
theimportanceoftheemploymentexperienceforBerlin’sdiversishard
toexaggerate.Itsbenefitsoftenextendedfarbeyondaffordingtheessen-
tialsoffood,clothing,andshelter.Indeed,havingajobservedavariety
ofpersonalfunctionsforJewsevadingarrestandattemptingtolive.The
formativeexperienceofwork,forthosewhocouldfindit,highlightsthe
potentialforandlimitsofJewishself-expressionandagencyduringthis
time.

Having a Social Life and Getting Out

Employment,whileperhapsthesafestexcusetoleaveone’splaceofhid-
ing,wasnottheonlyreasontogetout.SomeJewstookadvantageoftheir
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mobilitytoenjoythemselves.Althoughmorecommonamongpeoplein
theirteens,twenties,andthirties,diversofallagessurfacedonoccasion
andventuredoutintoGermansociety.Thesesocialinteractionsprovided
ausefulcover:nooneexpectedJewstoinsertthemselvesinGermandaily
life.Moreover,manysurvivorsenjoyedtheseforaysintotheopen,which
otherwiseheld fewdiscerniblebenefits forphysical survival. Indeed, in
somesurvivoraccounts,theomnipresentthreatsofdiscoveryandarrest
evenseemtofadeintothebackground,ifonlytemporarily.

Momentsofrelaxationandlightheartednesswereoftenquiet,smallaf-
fairs.Dr.ArthurArndt,fatherofRuthandErich,shelteredfortheentire
warinthepantryofaformerpatient.Hehadabedandanighttableand
passedthetimebyreading.97Still,whenpossible,helefttheapartment
tovisithischildren,usuallyonSundays.Thefamilyconversedandjoked
over cardgames.Ruthalsowroteand recitedpoems tokeephermind
occupiedandrelaxed.98Othersurvivorsmentionventuringout inpub-
lic:tomovietheaters(usedforbothpleasureandwarmth),publicbaths
(cleanliness being key to moving around inconspicuously in public)99
cafés, restaurants, and billiard halls, all of which were popular ways to
stretchone’slegsandrelax.Theoperaalsowasverypopularamongsome
divers,atleastuntiltheGestapoanditsJewishinformantscaughton.100
Theselocations,especiallytherestaurantsandcafés,alsoservedasplaces
topurchaseblackmarketgoodsandmakeotherwiseusefulcontacts,and
thereforethesesitesservedthedualaimsofsurvivingandliving.101

Jews living camouflaged often made efforts to socialize and ingrati-
ate themselves in theirnewenvironment,andblendingwithnon-Jews
servedasocialaswellasapracticalpurpose.Dr.CharlotteBambergtrav-
eledtothetownofPerleberg,aboutonehundredmilesoutsideofBer-
lin,afteranewordinanceinthetownofherpreviousresidencerequired
all“bombedout”citizenstoregister.TheHotelBerlinbecamehernew
home;thehotelalsowasasocialgatheringplaceformembersofaLuft-
waffefightersquadron.Inherrecounting,thisdidnotappeartobother
Bambergespecially:“Escortedbyasoldier,whomonegottoknoweffort-
lesslyoverdinner,oneradiatedrespectandtrust,sothatforsometime
peacedescended.”102Whetheratworkorinsocialsituations,earningthe
trustofnon-Jewsaddedalayerofprotection.Assumingone’scamouflage
held,physicallyandsociallyspeaking,fewerplacescouldbesaferforan
intelligent,sophisticatedwomanwho“effortlessly”metpeopleoversup-
per than a hotel hosting a Luftwaffe squadron. The language Bamberg
used to describe these encounters suggests that she rather enjoyed the
situation,whileremainingcognizantofitsgravity.

The pursuit of leisure occasionally took on even more ostentatious
forms.BeforehisescapetoSwitzerland,CiomaSchönhausboughtasmall
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sailboatnamedtheKamerad.Tobetterplaythepartoftheexperienced,
recreational sailor, he even procured from a friend a white turtleneck
sweaterandwhitepants.103Yethehadalmostno training,andSchön-
haus’sfirstforayalonewasaminorcalamity;helostcontroloftheboaton
theHavelRiver,whichwendsitswaythroughBerlin’swesternreaches,
and wound up in the weeds. To prevent future disasters, Schönhaus
boughtaninstructionbookonsailingforbeginners.Afterall,asafellow
diver remindedhim, if theboat capsized, the authoritieswouldbeout
theretoinspect:“And,Isupposethewatercolourstampsonyour[fake]
post-officeIDcardarewaterproof?”104Yetdespitethedangers,thedesire
tocarveoutmomentsof relaxationwasapowerfulmotivator for some
individuals.

AlthoughmanyU-boatssoughtoutmomentsofamusement,ageplayed
aroleintheirbehavior.Schönhaus’ssailboatpurchasesuggeststhatyounger
Jews—Schönhauswasonlytwentyyearsold—weremorewillingtotake
risksthanolderJewswhohadenteredmaturityduringtheWeimarRe-
publicortheWilhelmineperiod.Ofcourse,youthfulbehaviorinpursuit
of leisureandsurvivalsometimesledtorecklessness.RuthArndtspent
partof1944workinginafoodstorerunbyNazis.Tosupplementhermea-
gresupplyoffood,Ruthstoleminuteamountsofcocoa,coffee,andsugar
andsecretedtheminsmallscrapsofpaper.Inamomentofpride,Ruth
confidedinherfatherwhatshehadbeendoing.Decadeslater,Ruthstill
rememberedherfather’sresponse:“MyGod,Ihopeyouchildren[will]get
backtonormalandstopallthisoncethewar[is]over.”105Thestruggleto
survivesometimespromptedyoungillegalstotakerisksthat frightened
theirelders, illustrating theage-olddividebetweengenerations. In the
chaotic years of submerged life,when familieswere split up and youth
were on their own, young people pushed boundaries with more confi-
denceandrecklessnessthandidtheirelders.106

Drearyandtiringperiodsofconfinementwereabore,andsomedivers,
youthinparticular,feltstifled.Inpushingtheirboundaries,theseindivid-
ualsrevealanumberofpossibilitiesforactionnotusuallyassociatedwith
hiding.YetillegallifeinNaziBerlin,howeverdangerous,stillallowedfor
and sometimes even encouraged the perennial rebelliousness of youth.
Thus,twenty-two-year-oldIngeborgE.foundajobatacompanyas“office
help”(Bürokraft),soonaftersubmergingwithhermother.Hermother’s
non-JewishloverhadsecuredthispositionforIngeborg.Thejobserveda
fewfunctionsforher:“SinceIdidnotwanttobecontinuallysupported
bymymother,andsinceIalsowantedtohaveafewMarksformyself,and
alsobecauseitwasboringformeasayoungpersontostayathome,Iwent
insearchofajob.”107Ingeborg’scommentreflectsthefrustrationsfeltby
manyyoungillegals.Thedesiretoescapethedualrestrictionsofparental
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controlandsubmergedlifeencouragedyoungpeopletoforgetheirown
pathstosurvivalandself-development.

“In March 1944 my mother died due to the many deprivations”: 
Illness, Death, Pregnancy, and Sexual Violence in Hiding108

ManythreatshungovertheU-boats,anumberofwhichtheylearnedto
avoidoratleastmitigate.Illnessandinjury,however,wereoftenunavoid-
able.109 In thesecases, ailing individualsexamined the severityof their
illnessand,sometimesinconsultationwithothers,determinedthemin-
imumamountofcarenecessaryatanominallevelofrisk.InMay1944,
RuthArndtcamedownwithaseriouscaseoftonsillitis,complicatedby
anabscessinherthroat.RuthhadbeenworkingfortheSpanishattaché’s
family for little over a month, and her illness introduced a hazardous
complicationintoanotherwisesafeenvironment.Thedoctorneededto
lancetheabscess,butRuthwashesitant.Shecouldnotaffordtheproce-
dure,andthethoughtofbringingastrangerintoherillegallife,however
strongheralibi,carriedcertainrisks.Intheend,Ruth’semployerasked
Ruth’smother(thefamilycook)tointerveneandconvinceRuthtohave
theprocedure.Thatactalonewasdangerous,astheotherservantswon-
deredwhythecookwastakingsuchaninterestinthewell-beingofthe
nanny.AlthoughRuth’s employeroffered topay the costshimself, the
doctorrefused.Ruthbelievedhesensedsomethinginthesituationand
performedtheproceduregratis.Ruthmadeafullrecovery.110

•••

Deterioratinghealth isarecurringthemeinanumberofpostwartesti-
monies,inwhichitisoftendescribedbysurvivorsasresultingfromtheir
manyAufregungen(agitations)andEntbehrungen(deprivations).111Deaths
alsooccurred,butsurvivorsdonotalwaysmentionthespecificcause.For
example, Annie Priester merely remarked that her “husband died on
September25,1944,asaresultoftheagitationsofourlifeofflight.”112
The“agitations”and“deprivations”sufferedbytheU-boatsweremany.
Alongwithphysical illness and injury, psychological factors took their
toll, and the stresses of illegal living led to heart and nerve problems.
YetasPriester’scommentindicates,thespecificcausesofdeath,evenif
theywereknown,occupiedthemindsofsurvivorslessthangeneralcir-
cumstances.Whatkilledtheirlovedoneswastheconditionofanillegal,
houndedexistenceasawhole.

Manyof thecity’s submergedJewssufferedatonepoint frominjury,
illness, malnourishment, and even despair. Most struggled through, al-
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beitoftenatthecostofsignificantlycompromisedhealth.113Thephysical
strainsofdashingthroughoutthecityforsurvivalmeantthatmalnutri-
tionwasthemostcommonhealthaffliction.114Evenbeforesubmerging,
rationcardsforJewshadnotentitledthemtofats,meats,orfruit.They
subsisted largely on vegetables and starches and already suffered from
theconsequencesofsuchalimiteddiet.115Theprohibitivecostofblack-
marketfoodandillegalrationcardsmadefoodavaluableanduncertain
commodity.Onesurvivorrecalledthatherfiancé,shortlybeforehiscap-
tureanddeportation,hadtakenillduetomalnutrition.116Anotherindi-
vidual,whospentalmostthreeyearssubmerged,weighedapproximately
seventy-fivepoundsbywar’send.117Malnourishmentnotonlysappedthe
U-boats’physicalstrength,italsotookitstollontheabilitytothinkon
one’sfeet,totakecalculatedrisks,andtoblendinwiththegentilepopu-
lation.Theconsequencesofmalnutrition,inconjunctionwiththephys-
icalandemotionaltraumasofillegallife,ledtoanothercommonillness:
despair.Morethansimplyaperiodofdepressionorfear,despairsignaled
acompletelossofhope.Inthecamps,suchdespairwascommon;indeed,
somecamp survivors recall lookingat an inmateand recognizing their
imminentdeath.118Submerged inBerlin,despairwasnotanautomatic
deathsentence.Insomecases,peoplerecovered.Strongemotionalsup-
portfromhelpersandotherJewswasvitaltothatrecovery.Yetdespair
wasaviciousmaladythatthreatenedtooverwhelmmanypeople.119

DespairoftenplaguedthetwinsistersAnneliesandMarianneB.Mar-
ianne’s blindness left Annelies with the task of procuring food, ration
cards, and shelter, thus requiring them to separate for short periods of
time. Inan interviewgiven severaldecadesafter thewar,Annelies re-
calledaparticulartripshemadetoBerlintocollectnewrationcards.She
leftMarianneatthefarmwherethetwohadbeenstaying.ShetoldMar-
iannetoassumeshehadbeencapturedifshedidnotreturnbyaspecific
time.Achancemeetingwithastrangeronatrain,however,delayedher
return.Againstallreason,AnneliesconfidedinhimherJewishidentity.
Sheleftthetrainwithhim,andheprovidedherwithfoodandanofficial
travel pass, certifying that Annelies worked for his office and that her
positionrequiredher to travel. Inthemeantime,Annelies realizedshe
hadforgottentosendwordtohersister.SheracedbacktofindMarianne
“closetoinsane.”Shehadbeenpreparingtoturnherself intotheGe-
stapo.OnlyAnnelies’slast-minutereturnpreventedthisfataldecision.120

Inothercases,themomentofrenewedhopenevercame.On22Feb-
ruary1944,thewifeofJuliusRosenthalwasinvolvedinanaccidenton
thestreet,resultinginadoublecranialfracture.Thepolicearrestedher
andtookhertotheJewishHospital torecover.Knowingthatdeporta-
tionnowawaitedher,shetookher lifeon12October1944.121Despair
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afterarrestwasnotuncommon.However,thephysicalandpsychological
burdensofsubmergedlifealsoprovedtoomuchforsomeindividuals.In
thesecases,Jewspreemptedeventhepossibilityofarrestandtooktheir
ownlives.122Afterthewar,thediverEllenRathérememberedthecaseof
HanneloreL.HannelorehadbeentakeninbyafriendofEllen’s,butthe
rigorsofillegallifeinthecityprovedtoomuchforher:

[She]poisonedherselfonthestreetwithpills.ShewasfoundontheNi-
cholsburgerplatz and taken to the Gertrauden Hospital where, without
havingregainedconsciousness,shemanagedtodieanUnknown,since,in
ordertoprotectusall,shehaddestroyedheridentitypapers.123

NotallJewsdespaired.Notallwhodespaireddied.Friends,family,love,
recreation,employment,andthewilltosurvive:theseweresomeofthe
antidotestooneofthedeadliestillnessesofthewar.Thekeyforonesur-
vivorandherfamily:“Wegrabbedeverythingthatwasalittlebitlight.”124

Despite thebest effortsof theU-boats to survive,deathwasnot al-
waysavoidable.Duetoa lackofdocumentation,thenumberofpeople
who died in hiding is unknown. At least 130 Jews perished in the air
raids,ifwearetopegtheU-boatmortalityratetothatofthenon-Jewish
mortality rate.However,wemust also remember that lackof access to
medicalcareandtheexigenciesofillegallifeprobablyresultedinahigher-
than-averagemortalityrate.ThedeathofaU-boat, if theyhadfriends
orfamily,wasaterribleemotionalblow.Moreover,deathputtheliving
atrisk.125UnlikeHanneloreL.,whoplannedthetimeandplaceofher
death,mostofthedasherswhodieddidsounexpectedly,andthedisposal
ofadeadbodyendangeredthedeceased’sfriends,family,andhelpers.126

WiktorPakmanescapedfromtheWarsawGhettowithhiswifeatthe
endofSeptember1942,after theconclusionof thefirst large-scale liq-
uidationmeasures in theghetto that summer.127His sisterKarola lived
inBerlininamixedmarriage.Karolaeffectedtheescapeofherbrother
andsister-in-lawbypayingabribetoanunspecifiedindividual.Wiktor’s
twoothersisters,TaniaandPela,alongwithPela’sdaughterMary,had
beenlivinginthecityillegallysince1939.128AlongwithPela’shusband,
whofledtheghettoinOctober1942,thefamilylivedtogetherinKaro-
la’sapartment.InSeptember1943,theentirefamilycontractedfoodpoi-
soning,mostprobablythroughcontaminatedflouracquiredontheblack
market.Wiktordiedon1October1943.129The familyhadtocontend
notonlywiththelossofWiktorbutalsowithhisbody.Burialwasnot
anoption.Thesistersthereforerolledthebodyinacarpetandhadtwo
“trustworthymen”layitalongthebanksoftheBerlinerLandwehrkanal.
AuthoritiessoondiscoveredthebodyandburieditintheMarzahnCem-
eteryontheoutskirtsofBerlin.130
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Disposalofthedeadoftenfollowedsimilarlines.Despitethetragedyof
loss,U-boatswereunabletogivetheirlovedonestheproperburialand
respecttheydeserved.MartinWolffhadbeenlivingsubmergedwithhis
wifesinceAugust1942.FrauWolffsufferedfromcancerandamaurosis.
However,duetotheriskofcapture,thecouplewasunabletoseekout
necessarymedicalcareforher.Sometimeinlate1943orearly1944,Frau
Wolffdied.Martinhadfewoptionsbeforehim.Withthehelpofanun-
namedsource,heputhiswifeinasmallpullcartandplacedherbodyin
frontofapolicestation.Hewasunabletoascertainthewhereaboutsof
herremainsafterthewar.131

AlthoughWolffwasnotaloneinthedifficulties facedwhenaloved
onedied,someJewsandthenon-Jewshelpingthemwereabletogoto
greatlengthstoensurethatthosewhodiedinhidingreceivedaproper
Jewishburial.ThecantorMartinRiesenburger,who,duetohismarriage
toanon-Jew,hadbeenspareddeportationandassignedbytheNazisin
June1943tooverseeJewishburialsattheWeißenseeCemetery,contin-
uedtoprovideJewswithaproperburialuntilthefinaldaysofthewar.In
hismemoirs,herecountstheburialofaJewishmanwho,intheparlance
ofbothJewsandnon-Jewsatthetime,haddiedwhilelivinginillegality.
One early morning a non-Jewish woman who had been sheltering the
manappearedinhisofficetoreportthedeath.Secretiveandscaredlest
herNazineighborscatchwindofwhatwashappening,shenonetheless
askedRiesenburgerifhecouldcomethateveninginhiswagon(having
removedtheStarofDavidfromhisclothes,ofcourse)andpickupthe
bodyforburial;Riesenburgercomplied.Whentheburialwasheldafew
dayslater,thewoman,alongwithseveralotherswhohadhelpedhidethe
man,appearedattheburialtopaytheirrespects.132Riesenburgernoted
inhismemoirs thatallof thewomanwereChristianandworecrosses.
ConsideringthemyriadmethodsthatsubmergedJewsusedtocamouflage
themselveswhenevertheyresurfacedintothenon-Jewishworld,itwould
beusefultoconsiderwhetherallofthewomanattheburialwere,inreal-
ity,non-Jews.Riesenburgernoteselsewhereinhismemoirsthathealways
madeapointofcelebratingtheHighHolyDaysintheJewishcalendar,
ifatallpossible,andthathewouldevenreceivecarefullywordedphone
callsfromU-boatsaskingtoknowiftheycouldattendservices.Riesen-
burgerknewthattheGestapokeptalookoutonthesedays,soheposted
awatchmanandplannedanescaperouteshouldthedashershavetoflee
again.ItisthereforelogicalforustoassumethatifsomeJewswouldrisk
theirsafetytoattendservicesandmaintainasenseofJewishidentityand
faith, thensomethingsimilar likelyalsooccurred incaseswhere fellow
U-boats(familyand/orfriends)wantedtopaytheirfinalrespectstoJews
whohaddiedinhiding.
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Thebirthofachildalsoposedproblemsforsomewomen.Asamatter
ofhealth,mostfemaleU-boatsweremalnourishedandlackedregularac-
cesstoadoctor.Anewbornchildalsoriskedexposingthemotherandher
helper(s)tounwantedattention,andtheactofgivingbirthsometimes
led to denunciation and arrest.133 Pregnancy resulting in birth among
femaleU-boats,althoughnotwidespread,didoccur.According to this
study’ssample,sixchildrenwerebornaftertheLargeFactoryOperation.
Thenumberofpregnanciesalmostcertainlywashigher;however,survi-
vorsrarelydiscussmiscarriagesorabortions.Abortionsweredifficultto
obtain,traumatic,andoftencarriedoutunderunsanitaryconditions.Sur-
vivortestimonysuggeststhatmostpregnanciesresultedfromconsensual
sex.Still,itisimportanttoaskhowconsensualsexualintercoursecould
beduringthistimeifitoccurredbetweenJewishwomenandtheirnon-
Jewish helpers. Doubtless, some women became pregnant after falling
victimtorape.Thereisalsoanebulousandindeterminategrayzoneof
whatcouldbetermed“sexualbarter.”Inherexaminationofsexualbar-
terintheTheresienstadtGhetto,AnnaHájkovádifferentiatesbetween
whatsheterms“rationalrelationships”and“instrumentalsex,”bothof
whichhavedirectbearingontheexperiencesof somefemaleU-boats.
Hájkováarguesthat“rationalrelationshipsdescribeanyinstanceorcom-
bination of social, sexual, and romantic relationships in which one or
bothofthepartnersengagedforatleastpartlypragmaticreasons.Instru-
mentalsex...isashort-durationsexualencounterlacking,orpossessing
much less of, the social dimension.”134 While such examples of sexual
barter also existed among some female U-boats and their helpers, and
whileconsentlikelywasgiveninanumberofcases,itiscriticaltore-
membertheextremepowerimbalanceatworkinmanyoftheserelation-
ships,bothintermsofgenderandinthecontextofracialpersecutionin
whichtheU-boatswereoperating.All tooeasily,whatwouldbeginas
aninstanceofsexualbartercouldbeshornofitsconsensualnatureand
slide into the realmof rape.Thepsychological traumaassociatedwith
thisactofviolationduringaperiodofalreadyheightenedstressfurther
complicated survival. Although very few survivors mention rape, that
omissiondoesnotmeanrapedidnotoccur.Jewishwomenontherun,
especiallyiftheysubmergedalone,oftenreliedonstrangersforhelpand
wereespeciallyvulnerabletosexualpredators.Likely,survivorsomitthis
traumaticeventoutofareticencetodiscusssuchapainfulandindescrib-
ableexperience.135

AnneliesB.workedforpartofhersubmergedlifeasawaitressinthe
BerlinsuburbofOranienburg,closetotheSachsenhausenconcentration
camp.Oneofherfellowwaiterstookasexualinterestinher,butshetold
himtokeepaway.However,hisbehaviorbecamemarkedlymoreaggres-
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siveafterAnneliesranintoadishwasherfromherformerJewishfinishing
school.Inhindsight,Anneliessuspectedthewomanofinformingonher
tothecoworker,althoughshedoesnotexplainhowthisoccurred.The
manofferedAnneliesanultimatum:sexwithhimortheSachsenhausen
concentration camp. Choosing, in her words, “the lesser of two evils,”
Annelies had sex with him and soon discovered she was pregnant.136
Throughwordofmouth,Anneliesheardaboutamidwifewhoperformed
abortionsbyinjectingsoapintotheuterus.Shereceivedtwoorthreeof
these injectionsbeforetheabortionsucceeded.However,theafterbirth
didnotpass.Sufferingfromstomachcramps,AnneliesconvincedaMi-
schlingfriendtoletherstaywithhimforonenight.Thatnight,Anne-
liesbegantohemorrhage.Sittingonapailwhilethebloodpouredout,
Anneliesdecided tocall thehospital,but it refused toadmitheruntil
shefirstsawadoctor.Fortunately,theafterbirthpassed,andthebleeding
subsided.ThenextmorningAnneliesdressedandleft;shedidnotseea
doctoruntilafterthewar.137

RapeandabuseconstitutedaphysicalandpsychologicalthreattoJew-
ishwomen.Althoughtheirnon-Jewishrapists,ifcaught,facedprosecu-
tionforracedefilement(Rassenschande),Jewishwomencouldnotturnto
theauthorities,astheywouldfacecertaindeportation.Thus,mencould
degradewomen repeatedlyunder their “protection.”These actsof sex-
ual abuse, althoughaconsequenceofNationalSocialistpersecutionof
Jews,werenotnecessarilyactsofantisemites;infact,manyantisemites
wouldnothaveengagedinsexualintercoursewithaJewonanyaccount.
Rather,rapeoftenwastheactofopportunistswhotookadvantageofthe
socialclimatecreatedbyNazismtoexploitpeoplewithno recourse to
justice.Yetitwasalsoasmuchan“expressionofanti-Jewishviolence,”as
AlexandraPrzyrembelargues,asitwasaconsequenceofanantisemitic
andanti-Jewish system.138Theprevalenceof sexualblackmailandvio-
lencetowardU-boatscannotbeascertained,butextantdocumentation
demonstratesthatsomewomenwereforcedtotradesexforlodgingsand/
ormoney.139Althoughwomenwereabletoescapefromthesesituations,
as evidencedbyAnnelies,whonever returned toher intolerablewait-
ressingsituation,the“safety”thatthesemenprovidedfromarrestandde-
nunciationmadesomewomenfeelasthoughtheyhadnoalternative.140
In such situations, sexual abuse often led to something akin to sexual
bondage, inwhicheach rape reinforced theconnectionbetweenrapist
andvictim.

On 30 November 1944, German officials charged the non-Jew Fritz
Wittwith racedefilement.According to the report,Witthadengaged
insexual intercoursewithEdithE.andherdaughter IngeborgE.After
hearingthetestimonyofEdithandIngeborg,theGestapowasconvinced
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notonlyofWitt’sguiltinthematterbutthatWitt“alsodidnotshyaway
fromexploitingtheplightof thetwoJewesses inorder toconsortwith
mother and daughter at the same time ...”141 Indeed, Witt had raped
bothmotheranddaughter,aloneandtogether.ThereismoretoWitt’s
case, however, than the cruel act of a rapist taking advantage of two
womenunderhis“protection.”Indeed,byallaccounts,therelationship
betweenWittandthemotherEdithinitiallywasmutual.Witthadmet
Edithin1937inKönigsberginEastPrussia;chargedandclearedofrace
defilementin1938duetolackofevidence,WittagainmetEdithinBer-
linin1942andresumedacasualsexualrelationship.EdithandIngeborg
submergedinDecember1942,andWitttookthemin.Somediscrepancy
existsbetweenthetestimonyofmotheranddaughteronthispoint.In-
geborgclaimedthatshehadtobegWitttotakethemin,whichhedid
becauseofhisrelationshipwithhermother.Ingeborgalsostatedthatshe
andWittdidnotgetalong.ThroughconnectionstotwoU-boats,mother
and daughter were able to obtain false papers under the name Plester,
andinOctober1943,theyregisteredwiththepoliceandreceivedration
cards.Duringthistime,EdithtookcareofWittandhisapartment,and
WittfoundIngeborgajobasanofficeassistant.

AccordingtoEdith,hersexualrelationshipwithWitteventuallyin-
cludedIngeborg.Shedoesnotmentionbruteforceperse,andheronly
reference to sexofa“perverse”natureconcernsengagingwithWitt in
oralsex.Ingeborgismorespecificandincisiveduringherinterrogation,
perhapseitherasaresultofheryouth(shewastwenty-twoyearsofage
atthetime)orherrelationshipwithhermother.AccordingtoIngeborg,
Witt and her mother argued frequently, and their incompatibility ex-
tended to the bedroom. Sometime in late fall or early winter of 1943,
WittapproachedIngeborgandaskedhertohavesex.Heexplainedthat
hewantedtostartarelationshipwithher,beingnowfonderofherthan
hewasofhermother.Ingeborgrefusedhisadvancesmultipletimes,some-
thing that led to “dramatic scenes” (Auftritten). Her mother witnessed
theseepisodesandhadatalkwithher:“OutofthankstoWitt,Ihadto
makeasacrifice.”142Ultimately,IngeborgbeganengaginginsexwithWitt
everyfourweeksorso.WittalsocontinuedtohavesexwithEdithand,
two or three times while Witt was intoxicated, with both mother and
daughteratthesametime.

The abusive and dysfunctional dynamic that culminated in rape of
mother anddaughter shouldbeunderstoodas thefinal phase inwhat,
according to all sources involved, began as a somewhat “normal” and
functioningrelationship.Theabusive situationthatdevelopedwasnot
unique toNaziGermany;however, itwasdoubtless a resultof the sys-
teminwhichthethreelived.Inafreesociety,EdithandIngeborgwould
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havebeenabletoleaveorreportthesituation;Wittwouldhavehadno
claimoverthem.Instead,Edith,knowingtherisksgentilesraninillegally
shelteringJews(andperhapsevenoverestimatingthoserisks),counseled
herdaughtertohavesexwithWittoutofgratitudeforhishelp.Indeed,
themother’sattitudeisperhapsreflectiveofanumberofsuchinstances
ofrapeinhiding,wherethevictimfeltthatthisgrossviolationwasthe
necessarypricetobepaidforsurvival.Also,therelationshipmightnever
have come to this point; where freedom of choice and movement are
possible,oncearelationshipsours,oftennothingholdsacoupletogether.
InNaziGermany,however,lawsagainstsexualintercoursebetweenJews
andnon-JewstiedEdithandIngeborgtoWittinaformofsexualbond-
age.Ontheonehand,themotheranddaughterwerehistoexploituntil
caught.Ontheotherhand,oncecaught,Wittalsobecameacriminal,
albeitonewithoutadeathsentence.Theexploitativesituationthatde-
velopedbetweenWittandEdithandIngeborgdemonstratesoneofthe
manyperverseandsurprisingmorassescreatedasaresultoftheNational
Socialistsystem.Nazisandtheirsympathizerswerenottheonlyhuman
threatstoJews.Withnorecoursetothelaw,Jewswereatthemercyof
theentirenon-Jewishpopulation.WhileWitttooksexualadvantageof
thesituation,anyformofconflictbetweenJewsandthepeoplesheltering
themcouldleadtotheU-boatsfindingthemselvesindanger.

Conclusion

ForthesubmergedJewsofBerlin,1944wasacontinuationoftheprevi-
ousyear’s struggle.Thefight foradequate foodandshelter remainedat
the forefrontof Jews’minds,and the threatofdenunciationandarrest
still loomed large. The radicalization of National Socialist antisemitic
policyalsodrovepreviouslyprotected Jews todive.Over thecourseof
theyear,Alliedadvancescertainlybroughthope.Onthewesternfront,
thefailureoftheNaziHighCommandoftheArmedForces(OKW)to
stemthewesternAlliedadvance in theArdennesduringBattleof the
BulgeproveddisastrousforGermany.Ontheeasternfront,theSoviets
hadhaltedoutsideofWarsaw,andthecityfelltotheminJanuary1945.
Hitler’sclaimsofaThousand-YearReich,apossibilityintheeyesofmany
onlytwoyearsbefore,nowseemedunachievable.Yetdespitethesevic-
tories,hopewasonlyoneaspectofsurvival,andforsomeU-boats,even
hopewaselusive.Illness,death,orsexualabuseatthehandsofsupposed
helpersthreatenedmany.Intheindividualworldofsubmergedlife,the
U-boatsoftensufferedalone.
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Yetdespitethechallenginganddangerousnatureofillegallife,many
U-boatssucceeded,howeverbriefly,indevelopingroutinesinthesearch
foratenuousnormality.Theywereaidedintheirendeavorsbythemo-
bilityoftheirsituationaswellasfrequentopportunitiestoexpresstheir
individuality.Whethertheirroutinesincludedhavingajob,participating
in resistance groups, biking in the countryside, ormeetingwith family
membersonSundaystoplaycards,Jewsstubbornlysoughtoutstability
andfamiliaritywhenatallpossible,evenwhensuchbehaviorappearsin
hindsight tohavebeen foolish and risky.Yet thesedevelopmentswere
a powerful psychological and emotional tool, and the city’s divers and
dashersreliedontheminthefightnotonlytosurvivebutalsotocon-
tinuelivingasindividualswithasenseofself.Indeed,survivoraccounts
suggestthatemotionalfactors(bothpositiveandnegative)hadatleastas
profoundanimpactonsurvivorexperiencesandmemoriesasdidphysical
factors,ifnotmore.Althoughsomeoftheseroutinesandpossibilitiesfor
social interaction lasted foronlya fewdaysata time,others lasted for
months.Yetas1944drewtoaclose,theapproachofbattleinterrupted
dailylifewithincreasingfrequencyandferocity.Hitler’swarfordomina-
tioncamehometotheGermans,andthepossibilityofnormality,even
oneasfragileasthatexperiencedbyBerlin’sU-boats,disappeared.Their
tenuous and ephemeral routines collapsed, only to be replaced by new
threatstotheirsurvival.
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Chapter 4

SURFACING

Y•Z

TheAlliedliberationofGermanyfromtwelveyearsofNazityrannyen-
tereditsfinalphaseinJanuary1945.Onthecountry’seasternandwestern
flanks,theAlliessweptoverGermany’spre-1939boundariesandbegan
thequick,albeitcostly,destructionof theThirdReich.By31 January,
theRedArmyhadreachedwhatwouldsoonbetheneweasternborder
oftheGermanstate,theOderRiver,amerefortymilesfromBerlin.1The
liberationofthecity,however,tookanotherthreemonths.Forthecity’s
submerged Jews, victory could not arrive soon enough. The years sub-
merged,duringwhichtheywerealmostcontinuallyontherunthrough
theshadowsofBerlin,hadtakentheirtollonthehealthandemotional
well-beingofallthosestillaliveinthecity.Howeverclosevictorywas,
thefocusoftheaveragesubmergedJewremainedday-to-daysurvivalin
acitythathadbecomeincreasinglydifficulttonavigate,geographically
aswellaspersonally.Theferocityoftheairraidscontinued,andtheSo-
vietadvanceinundatedthecitywithhundredsofthousandsofrefugees,
makingdailylifechaotic.AstheRedArmyclosedinduringApriland
launched“OperationBerlin,”thefullhorrorsoftheNaziwarwerefinally
brought home to bear upon Berliners, non-Jews and Jews alike. When
it was over, Berlin lay in ruins, but its Jewish residents were free. The
costofliberation,however,washeavy,andtheexperienceofliberation
complex.2

As World War II entered its final phase, the divisions between the
survivingU-boatsandthenon-Jewishpopulationbegantoblur.Increas-
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ingly,thehopesandfearsoftheremainingJewsinthecitybegantointer-
sectwiththoseofthenon-Jewishpopulationinwaysthatwerereflective
ofaspecificBerlinwartimeexperience.Eveninthechaoscausedbythe
retreat of the German Army, Jews were able to use the circumstances
created by the war to continually develop new strategies for survival;
consideringtheircircumstances,manydiversprovedquiteadeptattak-
ingadvantageoftheturmoil.Indeed,asthecitychanged,theychanged
withit,andtheiraptitudeforassessingthesituationmanifesteditself,in
particular,intheirresponsestotheGermanrefugeecrisisandtheirma-
nipulationoftheeffectsoftheairraidstoobtainlegalresidencypermits
andprocurerationcards.Theseactionswerepossiblebecause,contrary
totheassumednatureofhidinginwhichJewslivedalmostcompletely
removed fromnon-Jews,manyU-boatsnever completely severed their
tiestoGermancivilsociety.Theirconnectiontothatlife“aboveground,”
theabilityonoccasiontoresurfaceandcomeupforair,enabledthemto
keepabreastofthewar’sprogressanditseffectsonthecityandtousethat
knowledgetosurvivethesefinalchallengingmonths.

The benefits that accrued from the increasing disorder in the city,
however,couldonlygosofar.Thediversalsosufferedfromthesteady
decreaseinthequalityoflifeinBerlin.Theirpositionhadalwaysbeen
a marginal one and often barely sustainable, and the Soviet advance
wreakedevengreaterhavocontheir lives. Itdestroyedwhateversem-
blanceofaneverydaytheU-boatshadmanagedtobuild.Restingasit
didonNazirule,everydaylifeintheThirdReichbegantocollapsein
tandem with the regime, and such a collapse consequently disrupted
theU-boats’triedandtestednetworksofsurvival.Theconfusioninthe
city also began to disrupt the decision-making capabilities of some of
the city’s submerged Jews,whichput them in increasingdangerof ar-
rest.AlthoughthelasttransportstothecampsleftinMarch1945—the
NazisneverwaveringfromtheirpursuitoftheFinalSolution—thecity’s
diverswerenotawareofthatfact.3Arrestanddeportationcontinuedto
loomlargeintheirmindsevenasthebasicnecessitiesforsurvivalrap-
idlydisappeared.

The pandemonium caused by the Battle of Berlin proved to be the
final challenge for the approximately 1,700 U-boats who had survived
forsolong.Comingontheheelsofyearsofdeprivation,thebattlealso
provedoneofthetoughestmomentsforthecity’sdiversanddashers;they
werebesetonallsides.Asthecitycollapsedintoanarchy,Jewswerealso
caughtupinthefighting.Inacitythathadlostitscivilstructure,identi-
ficationofindividualswasnearlyimpossible,andthedivers,particularly
men,riskedbeingshotbyfanaticalNaziseitherasJewsorasdeserters.In
addition,theBattleofBerlin,foughtoneverystreetinthecity,claimed
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tensofthousandsofcivilianlives,andthefightingposedadangertoJews
andnon-Jewsalike.

NorwastheliberationofthecitybytheSovietArmyastraightforward
matter.Althoughfreedomwaslongawaitedandtheknowledgethatone
was free elicited joy and relief, liberation entailed uncertainty, danger,
andshockforthesurvivors.ThebehavioroftheSoviettroopswasadark
stainontheevent;theircrimesagainsttheGermancivilianpopulation
extendedtoJewsaswell.Unlessonecouldproveotherwise,theinvading
troopsassumedeveryonetheyencounteredwasanenemy,andsomeof
thecity’sremainingJewsfellvictimtothatassumption.Eventhosewho
didnotpersonallyexperienceSovietvengeanceoftenknewofsomeone
whodid.Althoughsomesurvivorshadlargelypositivememoriesoflib-
eration,thefreeingoftheJewsofBerlinwasnotaneasyexperience.Re-
movingthehistoryofthateventfromtheoverallcontextoftheBattleof
Berlindistortsthecompleximpactithadonthesurvivors.Moreover,it
mythologizesandwhitewashesamomentinthehistoryofsubmergedlife
that,whencontextualized, reinforces theconnectionbetween the sub-
mergedJewsofBerlinandthecity.

January–April 1945: New and Expanded Opportunities 
for Survival

On 12 January 1945, forty-one-year-old Paula Vigdor, who had dived
duringtheLargeFactoryOperationof1943,resurfaced.Tiredofthedif-
ficultiesillegallifeposedforherandawareoftherapidAlliedadvance
throughGermany,VigdorwenttotheBerlincivilauthoritiesandregis-
teredasarefugeefromEydtkau.4Eydtkau(today,Chernyshevskoye,Rus-
sia)waslocatedintheeasternmostpartofEastPrussia,aregionrecently
takenbySoviet forces.Withthe territorynowoutofGermancontrol,
theauthoritieshadnowaytoverifyVigdor’sstatement.Shethereforere-
ceivedrationcardsandlegalregistration.Despitethedangers,therecent
AlliedadvanceshadpersuadedVigdortotaketherisk,therebyimproving
herhealthandprovidingherwithsomemeasureofstability.Norwasshe
theonlyillegaltotakeadvantageofthefalloftheAltreichandtheensu-
ingfloodofrefugees.

Camoufl aging as “Refugees”

The flight of German civilians from the eastern portions of the Reich
createdan importantopportunity for Jewswilling to riskclaiming that
theywererefugeesfleeingtheadvancingRedArmy.5Indeed,thenumber
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ofGermanrefugeesmovingthroughBerlinwassolargeandthepressures
theyexertedonthecivilandmilitaryauthoritiessogreatthatsomedivers
inthecityfeltsafeenoughtotakeadvantageofthechaostoresurface.
Oncetheyhaddoneso,theycouldobtainrationcardsand,inthecase
of individuals like Vigdor, register as legal residents. According to one
survivor,thechaoticnatureofthecityhelped;withalittle“chutzpahand
bluster,”hecouldnowgetrationcards.6Norwasthisactameresponta-
neousresponsetothe influxofrefugees.Rather, Jewsexpandedupona
strategytofeedthemselvesthathadbeenavailabletosomeofthemore
daringindividualssincetheheavyairraidsbeganinMarch1943.Indo-
ing so, their responses illustrate the adaptability of survival strategies,
theiracuteunderstandingoftheBerlinenvironment,andtheirawareness
oftheprogressofthewar.

TheRedArmyfirstbreachedtheGermanAltreichinOctober1944,
onlytobethrownbackbytheWehrmacht,butnotbeforethemassacre
ofovertwodozeninhabitants—women,children,andtheelderly—ofthe
smallGermanfarmingcommunityofNemmersdorf.7Besidesreinforcing
NationalSocialistpropagandaclaimsofabestialanddestructiveSoviet
Army,thisactsetthestageforwhatbecameby12January1945,thedate
oftheSovietinvasionofEastPrussia,aforcedpopulationtransferofhis-
toricproportions.EstimatessuggestthatovereightmillionGermanswere
fleeingintotheAltreichbythemiddleofFebruary.8Atleast120,000indi-
vidualsdidnotsurvivethetrek.9SomefellvictimtotheSovietsthrough
murderor,afterbeingraped,suicide.10Therefugeeswerepredominantly
women,children,andtheelderly.Duringthebrutalwinterof1944–45,
temperaturesdroppedwellbelowzero,andthesnowpiledhigh;individu-
alsfrozetodeath.Overwhelmedtraincapabilitiespreventedreliabletrans-
portwestward;manyjourneyedonfoot.11Ontheirway,theybroughtwith
themtheirstoriesofflightandtalesoftheatrocitiesoftheRedArmy.

WhilemuchofGermanywestoftheOderandNeisseRiverssoonexpe-
riencedthefloodofrefugees,Berlin,asbothcapitalandimportanttransit
hub,borethebrunt;bytheendofJanuary,overfortythousandrefugees
werearrivingdaily.12Despiteattemptstoreroutetrainsorpushtherefugees
onward,thecitywasinundated,itstrainstationsfastbecomingmakeshift
camps.13GadBeck,aMischling,recalledhowtheinfluxofrefugeesbegan
toalterthesubways:“TheU-Bahnstationswereturningmoreandmore
intoemergencyaccommodations.Peoplecampedoutontheplatforms—
entire families with their luggage; some had set themselves up quite a
littlehome.”14Manyof therefugeesweresick,and fearsofanepidemic
promptedtheauthoritiestokeeptherefugeesmoving,oftendemonstrat-
ing an extreme indifference to their suffering.15 These efforts, however,
werecomplicatedbyBerlinersattemptingtomaketheirownwayoutof
thecitytothecomparativesafetyofthecountrysideandsmallertowns.
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Howevermuch the authoritiesmayhavedreaded the inundationof
thecitybyhundredsofthousandsofimpoverishedandsickrefugees,the
influxwasawelcomeopportunityforBerlin’sillegalJewstoshareinthe
aidbeingpassedout to thenewcomers. For some individuals, thepos-
sibilitieswere similar to thoseprovidedby theair raids.Ever since the
heavybombinghadstartedinthecityin1943,theincreasingnumberof
bombed-outindividualsenabledsomeillegalJewstoprocurerationcards,
ifonlyonasporadicbasis;itprovidedthem,inthewordsofonesurvivor,
withan“opportunity toget inon theact.”16RuthArndtwasoneofa
numberofU-boatswhodevelopeda somewhat systematic approach to
obtainingrationcards.Afteranairraid,Ruthlocatedanewlybombed-
outstreet,rememberedtheaddress,andshowedupatoneofthelocalaid
stations.17Afterpresentingtheaddressofhernow“destroyed”apartment,
shethenreceivedherrationcards.Still,therewasariskthatoneofthe
peoplestandinginthesamelinehadactuallylivedatthataddress;tobe
careful,AnneliesB.,forexample,alwaysaskedthepeopleinfrontofher
andbehindherwheretheyhadlived,soastoavoidgivingthesamead-
dress.18Thiswasnotanuncommonoccurrenceamongdiversattempting
toresurface.19Althoughtheoriginsofthistacticareunknown(i.e.,did
survivorssharetheinformationwithoneanother,orwasitself-evident?)
andtheactwasdangerous, thedestructionof thecityandthe increas-
inglytransientpopulationmadecamouflagingoneselfasanAusgebomb-
te(r) (bombed-outperson)aviablealternative.20

Therationcards supplied twoweeksof food,avaluableasset.How-
ever,bombed-outBerlinerswereexpectedtohaveprocurednewhousing
bythetimethenextrationcardsweredelivered.Inordertoextendhis
supply,BrunoG.wentbacktothesameregistrationcenter,slamminghis
fistsonthetableanddemandingtoknowwhyhisnewrationcardshad
notbeendelivered:

WhatkindofSchweinereiisthis?!Whyweren’tmyrationcardsdelivered
tome?Here,I’mworkingextrashiftsfortheFührer,andIhavetosacrifice
my sleepinghours; Icomehereand stand in line.Who’s responsible for
this,Missy?Iwanthisname.Iwanttoturnhimin.21

With profuse apologies from the employee at the center, Bruno thus
managed to obtain an extra period of ration cards, including clothing
cardsandtheever-valuabletobaccorationcards.Althoughthisspecific
auxiliarytacticcouldworkonlyonetimeperdistributioncenter,Bruno
rememberstheopportunitypresentingitselfonseveraloccasions.Many
U-boats,however,madenorecordofhavingcamouflagedthemselvesas
victimsoftheairraids.Certainly,therisksofbeingrecognizedandde-
nouncedoutweighedthebenefitsinthemindsofmany.Yetconsidering
theusefulnessofcamouflagingoneselfasanair-raidvictim,thejumpto
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claimingtobearefugeefromtheeasternreachesoftheGermanGroß-
reichappearstohavebeenthenextlogicalstep.

The influxof refugees servedas a strongcover story, credible in the
eyesofthecivilauthoritieswhowerecopingwithprovidingforhundreds
ofthousandsofrefugees.Thatsuchacoverstorywaspossiblewasdueto
thenatureoftheaveragerefugee’sflight.Manyhadtofleetheadvancing
Soviet troops with little forewarning. In a rush to board trains, papers
were lost. Possessions transported in wagons were often left behind in
thedriftingsnow.Moreover,becausesomanyGermantownsandcities
werenoweitherunderSovietcontrolorundersiege,authoritieswerenot
abletochecktherefugees’claims.Jewsrecognizedthisandwerecareful
topicktownsandcitiesthatwerealreadylosttotheSoviets,orelsewere
soontobelost.Thus,PaulaVigdorclaimedthatshewasarefugeefrom
farthestreachesofEastPrussia.

In a similar fashion, after hearing about the evacuation of Breslau,
Edith Ruth Epstein declared herself a refugee from the besieged city.22
Breslauwasoneofanumberofcitiesdeclared“fortresses”byHitler, to
beheldatallcosts.Afterarushedevacuation,announcedattheendof
Januaryinthestreetsbyloudspeakersontrucks,thecitywasfinallycutoff
on12February1945,trappingovereightythousandcivilians;itwasnot
liberateduntil6May.23Epstein’salibiprovedasafeone,andthecircum-
stancesillustratetheacuteawarenesstheU-boatshadregardingtheprog-
ressofthewar.Vigdor,too,creditedthespeedyadvanceoftheAllieswith
herdecisiontoregisterwiththeauthorities.24Indeed,thecity’sdiversdid
notjustknowthattheAllieswerecoming;theyknew,throughwordof
mouthandlisteningtoforeignradiobroadcasts,wheretheAllieswere,
andtheyusedthisknowledgetotheirbenefit.Yettherefugeecrisisen-
gulfingthecitywasonlyoneelementsignalingthecollapseoftheThird
Reich.Evenstill,althoughcamouflagingoneselfasa refugeemayhave
benefittedsomeindividuals,itwasnotanoptionforallthecity’sdiversor
atleastnotconsideredbythem.

Visiting the Air Raid Shelters

Onenoticeablechangethatmanyoftheillegals,includingBrunoG.,rec-
ognized,particularlyduringthefinal,chaoticmonthofthewar,wasthat
thefocusofthecivilauthoritiesandthelocalpopulaceshiftedfromthe
huntforillegalJewstothedefenseofthecity.25Ashiftintheattitudesof
thecivilianpopulationwasalsonoticeable.TheydidnotresisttheNazis,
but they were not loyal either, nor were they interested in a final and
bitterstruggletothedeath.Thewarwaslost,andtheywanteditoveras
soonaspossible.Thecontinuousairraidsandtheforthcomingbattlehad
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shiftedtheirpriorities.Inthewordsofonehistorian,“Bombstendedto
privatize.”26Berlinershadturnedinwardtosteelthemselvesforthelong
fight,ashiftallowingthedasherstofocusabitmoreontheirownsurvival
duringthefinalbattleandlessonevadingcapture.Asthewarcamehome
to Berliners and began to radically alter Berlin’s physical landscape, it
consequentlybegantoalterpeople’sbehaviorandoutlook.

Animportantresultofthisshiftincivilianattitudeswasthatairraid
shelters andapartmentbasementsbecame increasinglyavailable to the
U-boats.Foryears,manyindividualslivinginillegalityhadeschewedthe
apartmentbombsheltersaswellasthepublicbunkers.27Inparticular,the
publicbunkersweresubjecttopassinspections,andmanydiversrightly
feared them.28 The U-boat Friedrich Rhonheimer, for example, always
hadavoidedtheshelters.However,thisallchangedinthefinalmonth
ofthewar.Duringthatperiod,Rhonheimerfeltcomfortableenoughto
visit theshelters,because“theatmospheremadethispossible.”Indeed,
hisnowcrediblepretext that the trainconnectionswerecutwentun-
questioned.29Eveninthepublicbunkers,somenowdealingwithaccom-
modatingupwardofthirtythousandsoulsatatime,thedaysofstrictpass
inspectionswerevanishing(seefigure4.1).

Figure 4.1. BerlinersStormPublicBunker.Already,in1943,Berlinersstormone
ofthepublicbunkersinHumboldthainParkintheWeddingDistrict.By1945,the
chaoshadonlyincreased.30
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FormostBerliners, Jewandnon-Jew, the increasingair raidswerea
morepressingthreat.On21April,RuthArndtandherfriendEllenLew-
inskydecidedtotaketheriskandvisitanearbyairraidshelter;thepre-
viousday,thewindowsofthefactoryinwhichtheywerehidinghadbeen
blowninbytheforceofabombfallingintheimmediatearea.31Overthe
years,submergedJewshadlearnedtolieandblufftheirwayoutofdifficult
situations,andinthechaosofthefinalweeksofwar,visitingtheshelters
wasnowseenasanacceptablerisk.Ifnoonerecognizedthem,theywere
safe.Atleastintheshelters,theirfatewas,tosomeextent,withintheir
control.Thebombs,however,werenot.Thus,theairraidswerehelpful,
uptoacertainpoint;astheyincreasedinintensitybeginninginFebru-
ary,theconfusiontheycausedatfirstworkedintheU-boats’favor.Yet
astheSovietsapproachedtheOderandNeisseRivers,theensuingrapid
destabilizationoflifeinthecityalsobegantoworkagainstthosedash-
ingthroughthecityinanefforttosurviveandoftencomplicatedtheir
attempts.

January 1945–April 1945: The Dangers of 
a Disintegrating “Everyday Life” in Berlin

ReturningtothecityafterherSpanishhelpershadleftGermanyinau-
tumn1944,RuthArndtsecuredemploymentalongwithherfriendEllen
LewinskyasamaidforthefamilyofaWehrmachtcolonelwhoknewthey
wereJewish.RuthandEllenalsowaitedtableswhenthefamilyhosted
dinnerpartiesforotherofficers,whosedrunkenadvancesRuthandEllen
sometimesneededtofightoff.ThefamilyprovidedRuthandEllenwith
foodleftovers,including,once,theremainsofagoosethatRuthandEl-
lentookbacktotheirfactoryhideouttosharewithRuth’sbrotherErich
andhisfriendBruno.Then,on3February,whileRuthwasatwork,the
airraidsirenwentoff.Ruthdecidedtotakecoverinthecellar,sinceshe
wasnotknowninthatneighborhood.Onceitwasallover,sheleftand
headedforthesubway,butitwasclosed.Asshewalkedbacktoherlodg-
ingsatthefactory,thedevastationfromthelatestbombingraidincreased
as she got closer: smoke, debris, dead horses, and dead people littered
thestreets.Over2,500Berlinershadperished;morethan100,000were
nowhomeless.Luckily,thefactorywasstillstanding,andherfamilyand
friendswereunharmed.ThatFebruaryoutingprovedtobeoneofRuth’s
lastfortheremainderofthewar;asaresultoftheincreasingairraids,the
citywasbecomingtoodangerous.32MartinRiesenburger,caretakerofthe
JewishcemeteryintheWeißenseedistrictofthecity(whichhadoverfour
thousandgravesdestroyedbytheairraids),notedinhispostwaraccount
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thehorrificdestructionoftheverysameairraidthatRuthhadexperi-
enced;asaresult,fromthatpointon,he,too,rarelyleftthecemetery.33
Ofcourse,dangerhadplaguedthecity’sdiversanddashersformorethan
twoyearsbythispoint,butdangerwaspartoftheU-boats’dailyroutine;
indeed,inthewordsofRuth’schronicler,“Theyhadlivedwithdangerfor
solongthattheyfeltimmunetoit.”34Whilesomewhathyperbolicand
certainlynotapplicabletoallofthecity’sdivers,itisundeniablethatby
thispoint,inpursuitofelementalsurvivalandasenseofnormality,many
ofthemhaddevelopedavarietyoftacticsfornavigatingthroughthecity
whilenavigatingarounddanger.Yetwhateverlevelofcontrolovertheir
destiniessomeofthemoreconfidentdashersfelttheyhadgained,they
couldnotpretendtohaveanycontroloverthebombsthatwerefalling
withincreasingfrequencyandintensityandthathadbeguntotwistthe
city’soncefamiliarlandscapeoutofallrecognition.Indeed,inmanyre-
spects,thefactthatitwastheairraidsof1945thatfinallymadethecity
“toodangerous”tonavigatewithanydegreeoffamiliarityandconfidence
isatestamenttothetremendoussurvivalskillsdevelopedbytheU-boats
overtheprecedingyears.

Despitetheincreased,yetstilllimited,opportunitiesforobtainingra-
tioncardsandregistration,submergedlifebecamemarkedlymoredanger-
ousfromFebruary1945onward.Berlinbeganexperiencingalmostdaily
airraids;anysemblanceofnormality,despiteitsrootinaNationalSo-
cialistvision,disintegrated,forbothJewsandnon-Jews.35Theapproach
oftheSoviets,thegrowingscarcityoffood,andthecontinuedhuntby
the Gestapo for the remaining U-boats further destabilized life on the
run.That the infrastructureof thecityhadnotcollapsedearlierwasa
testamenttothewartimeplanningoftheauthoritiesaswellastothewill
ofBerlinerstocarryoninthefaceofthenumbingeffectsoftheairraids.36
Evenso,byMarch1945atthe latest, the lastvestigesofdaily lifehad
allbutvanished.Thefinalmonthsofthewarwitnessedthebreakdown
ofBerlinsocietyandacommensuratebreakdownofstandardU-boatre-
sponses tonavigatingNazi society.All submerged Jews,whatever their
particular formofevasionas theThirdReichentered itsdeath throes,
experiencedmounting challenges to survival.The closer thewar’s end
came,themoreperilouslifebecame.

Forthefirstthreeandahalfyearsofthewar,Berlinhadbeensparedthe
horrorsanddangersoflarge-scalebombingrunsonthecity.Initialdam-
agetothecapitalwasminor.Thisallchangedon1March1943,when
theRoyalAirForce (RAF)droppedoverninehundred tonsof bombs
onthecity.37Frequentandheavyairraidsoverthefollowingtwoyears
completelychangedthecityscape.Berlinwasneverengulfedinthekind
offirestormssufferedbyDresdenandHamburg,thankstoitsopenspaces
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andlargeboulevards,althoughalmost75percentofdamageinthecity
wasduetofire.38ThiswasnotforlackofAlliedefforts.Berlinhadsuffered
moreairraids—450bythewar’send—thananyothercity.Over45,000
tonsofexplosiveshadbeendroppedonthecity.39Strategicbombingof-
ten was impossible, due to cloud cover, so the bombs fell at random.40
TheRAFcontinueditsnightlybombingsofthecity,andtheAmericans
continuedthedaytimeraidsthattheyhadbeguninthepreviousspring.41
By latewinter1945, thecapitalof theThirdReichwas fastbecoming
a “ghost town” (Seefigure4.2).42Beginningwith themassive air raids
inMarch1943,Goebbelshadorderedtheclosingofallschoolsandthe
evacuationofoveronemillionBerliners.Atthestartofthewar,Berlin
hadapopulationofalmost4.5millionpeople.Byearly1945,thepopula-
tionstoodbetween2and2.5million.43Bythewar’send,overonemillion
Berlinerswerehomeless.44Manyofthosewhowerenothomelesscould
scarcely refer to their shelterasahome:blown-outwindows,collapsed
roofs,andhalf-burntdwellingscharacterizedmanyofthesestructures.

ForBerlin’sU-boats,theairraids,inparticularthosetowardtheendof
thewar,wereacomplicatedexperience.GadBeckdescribedhisattitude
assuch:“Ononehand,wewereinjustasmuchdangerandsufferedas
muchfromthebombsaseveryoneelse;ontheotherhand,however,we
werehappyaboutanythingtheAlliedforcesweredoingtohurttheNa-
zis.”46Indeed,althoughthebombsweredirectedattheNazistatewithan
aimtoendingthewar,theywereindiscriminateintheirtargets.Jewsmay
havefearedtheairraidsevenmorethanothersdid,sinceshelterswere
notalwaysavailable.On3February1945,thefamilyofWiktorPakman,
whohaddiedoffoodpoisoninginOctober1943(seechapter3),suffered
threemorelosses.Onthatday,theAllieshadmadetheirmostdevastat-
ingstrikeonthecityyet,droppingovereleventhousandtonsofexplo-
sives.47Wiktor’ssisterTania,hiswifeRóża,andanacquaintancefromthe
Warsawghettowerecaughtintheflamesonthewaytoashelterinthe
district of Kreuzberg. Wiktor’s two surviving sisters and niece also lost
theirapartment.48Thelatestraidsmayhavebroughthopeandopportu-
nityforsome,butformanytheyprovidedhopeonlyinanabstractsense.
Fromtheperspectiveofdailysurvival,theraidswereanadditionalthreat.

Byearlyspring,civilianlifeinthecityhadgroundtoahalt,andal-
though the collapse of German civil society did make some aspects of
evasioneasierforJews,theoverallstateoflifefortheU-boatstookasig-
nificantturnfortheworse.Althoughneverfullyintegratedintogentile
dailylife,Jewsdidnotexperiencesubmergedlivingindependentlyofthat
“other” life. Indeed,as thewarapproached its end, these twodifferent
livesmovedclosertogether.Theeffectsoftheairraidsandthedisinte-
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Figure 4.2. AScenefromtheDestroyedMitteDistrict,ca.1945.45
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grationofdailylifeontheGermanpopulationhavebeencharacterized
asfollows:

Destructionforcedyoutotakecareoferrands:findingprotection,aroof
overyourhead,familymembers;filingforgovernmentaid;arrangingtoget
whatisconstantlylacking;andbuyingandsellingontheblackmarket.In
Berlin,everythingwasoutoftheway.49

Inanumberofrespects,thisdescriptionalmostcouldserveasadescrip-
tionofdailylifeforBerlin’sdiversanddashers.However,thedifficulties
wereevengreaterforJews.Indeed,asmuchasAlliedmilitarysuccesses
carriedwiththemthehopeforliberation,theironic,short-termconse-
quenceofsuchvictoriesfortheU-boatswasthesignificantcomplication
ofdailylifeandthedisappearanceofvariousmeansofsurvival.

First, thedisintegrationof civilian life in the closingmonthsof the
warmeanttheendofemploymentforcamouflagedJews,evenifafewdid
managetomaintaintheirjobsuntilthearrivaloftheRussians.Charlotte
Josephy,stillworkingfortheBenderfamilynearDanzig,wasleftbehind
topackupthefamily’sfurnishings.Inthisway,shekeptaroofoverher
headandheraliasasfamilynanny.50ForthosestilllivinginBerlin,how-
ever,employmentbegantovanishinFebruary.RuthArndthadstopped
goingtoworkafterherexperienceofanairraidinFebruary.Herbrother
ErichandhisfriendBrunomanagedtocarryonworkingintheirfactory
untilearlyApril,whenSovietadvances shutdownnonessential indus-
tries.Moreover,asyoungmen,theyrantheriskofforcedconscriptionor
arrestinacitywhereallmales,fromboystotheelderly,werepreparing
fortheupcomingfinalbattle.51

InMarch1945,asaconsequenceoftherapidlydeterioratingcondi-
tionsinthecity,WalterSternbergalsolosthisjob.Sternberghadbeen
workingillegallyforthecosmeticsfirmGebrüderMüllersince1939,and
nooneknewhewasJewish.Althoughsuchfeatswerenotcommon,they
werepossible.Infact,theearlieronecouldcamouflageoneself,thebet-
ter chance one had of pursuing a continuous, stable existence without
havingtorepeatedlydiveandresurface.Sternberghadalmosttwoyears
beforethedeportationsbegantolaythegroundworkforhiscoverstoryas
anon-Jew.Bythetimetheystartedin1941,therewasnoneedtoques-
tionhisstory.Healsosethimselfupinaworkenvironmentwherehewas
completely unknown, his initial residence being in one neighborhood
andhisplaceofemploymentbeing inanother.Hesubmerged in1940,
andhehadbeenpromotedtomanagerin1943.52Theterminationofhis
employmentspelledtheendofwhatmusthavebeenaremarkablystable
threadofexistenceinanotherwiseunstablelife.
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EvenifbusinesseshadstayedopenandemployedU-boats takenthe
riskofshowingup,travelingaroundmuchofthecitywasalmostimpossi-
blebyMarch1945.Theairraidswreakedhavoconthecity’spublictrans-
portation.TheAnhalterBahnhof,atrainstationservingfortythousand
passengers daily at its peak, was destroyed in February 1945.53 Already
inautumn1944,transportationhadbecomedifficult forBerliners.Gad
BeckrememberedthedifficultiesoftraversingthestreetsofBerlin:

Thestreetcar...wasinterriblecondition.Almostallthewindowswere
broken,andthewindwhistledthroughthecar.Sometimeseveryonewould
havetogetoutbecausethetracksweredamaged.Thenwe’dhavetowalk
afewblockstocatchanothertramalongthesamelinetocontinuealong
theroute....Thecloserwegottothecitycenter,thegreatertheextent
ofbombdamage.54

Such interruptionswereonlypartof thedifficulty forBeck.Anactive
memberinZionistresistancecircles,thetwenty-one-year-oldtookupthe
mantleof resistancebyhelping toprocure foodand livingquarters for
over thirty illegal Jews hiding throughout the city. Beck’s Zionist con-
nections,aswellashis statusasaMischling,meantthathehadreadier
accesstosourcesoffoodandshelterthanmanyoftheU-boats.However,
by1945, theair raidshaddisruptedhis“network”ofhelpersaswellas
hisconnectionstothoseinhiding.Asthecity’sinfrastructurecollapsed,
BeckpassedthedestroyeddwellingsofboththeU-boatsandtheirhelpers
with increasing frequency,whichcomplicatedhis efforts toprovide for
them.55

The increasing destruction of the city not only impeded the activi-
tiesofBeck,itwasalsoresponsibleforthedeterioratinglivingconditions
of submerged Jews.Hidingplaceswereoftenunsanitary andunheated.
Asmoreandmoreofthecityfellintoruins,however,eventheillegals
whohadoncelivedintherelativecomfortofsemi-heatedpantriesand
apartmentsfoundtheiroptionsforshelternowquitelimited:“Thelarge
bombingattacksaccumulated,allacquaintancesandfriendsbecame,lit-
tlebylittle,altogetherbombedout,andwenolongerhadanyaccommo-
dations.”56 InFebruary1945,theapartment inwhichWalterSternberg
hadbeenlivingwasdestroyedinanairraid;thewomanhidinghimwas
abletosecurenewlodgings,however.57Yetevenwhenshelterswerestill
somewhatintact,blown-outwindowsallbutnegatedtherelativewarmth
oftheapartment,andtheU-boatswereforcedtocoverthewindowswith
paper,iftheycould.58

TheapproachoftheRedArmyshouldhaveprovidedtheU-boatswith
renewedhope;inmostcases,itdid.Yethavingcomesofar,someindivid-
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uals,suchastwenty-four-year-oldGerdaFink,begantodoubttheirability
tocarryonmuchlonger:“Wewouldnothavebeenabletoholdoutmuch
longer,because,duetothepersistinginspectionsandraidsconductedby
theNazis,wewouldhavebeeneventuallydiscovered...”59Policepatrols
had,ofcourse,alwaysbeenpartoftherealityofsubmergedlife.Aforged
passportorevenaforgedpostalIDcardwasnecessarytoevadethesepa-
trols.60However,surpriseraidsandheightenedpassinspectionsincreased
in frequencyduring thewar’sfinalmonths, trapping thosewithout the
necessaryforgeddocumentation.

Thesurgeinpolicepatrolswasnoticednotonlybytheillegalsbutalso
bytheirhelpers.61Thiswasaresultoftherise inthenumberofWehr-
machtdesertersandtheneedfortheauthoritiestomusterallable-bodied
menandboysforthefinalbattleagainsttheSoviets.JuliusBecker,sub-
mergedsincetheendof1942,recalledthedifficultieshehadinavoiding
passinspectionsinacitywith,accordingtohisclaims,eightythousand
deserters fromtheGermanarmy.62Bythisdate,welloveronehundred
thousandGermansoldiershaddeserted,suggestingthatBecker’sclaims
mightnotbeasfaroffastheyfirstseem.63Twenty-five-year-oldHeinzT.
rememberedhowtheomnipresentpatrolsmadehimfeellike“hounded
game”(gehetztes Wild).64Thus,alongwiththemountingdifficultiesasso-
ciatedwiththedisruptionofdailylifeandinprocuringfoodandshelter,
JewshadtocontendwithagentsoftheGestapowhohadgivenupneither
their search for illegal Jewsnor theirdedication to theFinalSolution.
Indeed,on15January1945,theReichMainSecurityOfficeorderedall
remainingMischlingeandJewsinmixedmarriagesdeportedtoTheresien-
stadt,beginninginFebruary.Theorder,however,wasnotcarriedoutin
Berlin due to a lack of transportation caused by the last, desperate at-
temptsoftheWehrmachttoholdofftheadvancingSoviettroops.65

Indeed,thelastscheduledtraintoAuschwitz,on5January1945,was
redirected to Sachsenhausen, carrying 30 individuals.66 In total, four
transportsleftBerlinin1945,carrying129peopletoSachsenhausenand
Theresienstadt.ThelasttrainleftBerlinforTheresienstadton27March
1945,carrying42people.67JennyMeisels,herdaughterGisela,andGise-
la’snewbornsonMichaelwereamongthegroup.Giselahadenteredthe
CityWomen’sClinic(StädtischeFrauenklinik) inthedistrictofChar-
lottenburg inJanuary toawait thebirthofherchild; shehadprocured
falsepapersinordertoaccomplishthis.Giselagavebirthon18February
1945.Fourdayslater,whilehermotherJennywasinthehospitalvisit-
ingherdaughterandgranddaughter,thethreewerearrested.Theyhad
beendenouncedandweresenttoTheresienstadt.Thethreearrivedthere
on28March,andtheywereliberatedon7May1945.68Althoughlarge-
scaledeportationswerenolongerpossibleandhadendedcompletelyin
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March,submergedJewscouldnothaveknownthis.Eveniftheywerenot
deported,tortureandthethreatofexecutionremainedveryrealpossibili-
ties.Indeed,arrestsofJewscontinueduntilthefinaldaysofthewar.

Berlin’simminentcollapsealsodisruptedthedecision-makingcapabili-
tiesoftheU-boats.Quickthinkingwasalwaysanecessaryskillforsurvival
inthecity.However,thestressofthefinalmonthsandweeksofthewar
destabilizedtheirgraspontheir surroundingsthathadcharacterizedthe
relationshipoftheU-boatswiththecity.Thus,on14March1945,shortly
after10:00p.m.,passersbyarrestedeighteen-year-oldKurtW.intheMitte
districtafterhehadattemptedtoescapefromtwomembersofthepolice;
his accomplice, twenty-five-year-old Stefan W., escaped. During the es-
cape,oneofthetwoofficershadbeenshotdead.69Havingrunintheop-
positedirectionasKurt,Stefanescapedbutwaswoundedbyabullet.Kurt
and Stefan had been working in Gad Beck’s network of resistance and
aidforillegalJewssincetheirescapesthepreviousyear.Kurt,withBeck’s
help,hadescapedaforcedlabordetailinthecity.Stefanhadescapedfrom
BuchenwaldandmadehiswaytoBerlin.70WorkinginBeck’scircle,the
two had provided aid to at least thirty-six illegal Jews in the city. The
grouphadlongmanagedtofunctionwithalmostseamlessefficiency.After
Beck’sownarreston2March1945,however,thegroup’snetworkquickly
begantounravel,endangeringthelivesofdozensofpeople.71

Afterhiscapture,Beck,adeptatfunctioninginBerlin’sunderground,
had to turn his work over to others. Thus, on the night of 14 March,
KurtandStefanhadbeenengagedinprocuringhorsemeatfromacouple
who owned a restaurant; the meat was to be distributed to submerged
Jewsthroughoutthecity.72TheGestapo,initsownreport,claimedthat
twenty-fivepoundsofhorsemeathadbeenpurchasedfor600RM,suppos-
edlyfromSwitzerland.73AbrutalinterrogationfollowedKurt’sarrestand
resultedintheinterrogationofBeck’ssisterMargotandgentilemother
Hedwig.AlthoughunabletocollectanyusefulinformationfromMargot
orHedwig, theGestapokeptMargot in custody; theGestapo felt sure
shewouldbeabletoprovidemoreinformationconcerningherbrother’s
extensiveillegalactivities.74

ThecircumstancessurroundingthearrestofKurtandStefanreflected
thedisintegrationofBeck’sfine-tunednetworkofhelp.Beckremarked
inhismemoirs,“Thefinalmonthsofthewarwereunbearable.Youcould
tell with every step that things were going downhill. Nothing worked
anymore...”75Beckwasreferringtotheinfrastructureandoveralldaily
lifeinthecity;however,afterhisarrest,hejustaswellcouldhavebeenre-
ferringtohisnetwork.OntheeveningofKurtandStefan’sdenunciation,
asuddenairraidonthecityhadsurprisedthem,andtheyduckedintoan
emptyapartmentinthedistrictofFriedrichshain.Beckclaimsthatoneof
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thetwohadusedandflushedatoilet,notifyingtheairraidwardenthat
someonewasinthebuilding.Inhavingusedthetoilet,they“brokeone
ofthefundamentalrulesoflivingunderground.”76Duringtheiryearssub-
merged,Jewshadlearnedtoremainsilent,inparticular,whentheywere
shelteringinanapartmentthatwassupposedtobeempty.Thissudden
lapseinjudgmentprovedcostlyandreflectedthechaosofthecityandits
effectsonclearthinking.

Inaddition,as thegroup’s leaderswerearrested, thenetworkhadto
turntoindividualslikeKurt,whowerelesspreparedtotakeonthedan-
gersandresponsibilitiesofaleadershiprole.WhentheGestapoarrested
Kurt,hehadonhispersonthenamesandaddressesofthirty-sixindividu-
alstowhomhewastodeliverthehorsemeat.Thiswasadangerousmove,
Beckremembered:

I have often thought how indescribably foolish this was. I would never
haveletKurthavesuchalist.WhenIwasincharge,thereneverevenwas
alist;Ialwayshadallthenamesandaddressesinmyhead.Butofcourse,
noonewasreallyinchargeanymore.77

ThroughtheescapeofStefan,oneofthegroup’snon-Jewishconnections
wasabletoreconstructthelistthroughmemoryand,bravingtheairraids,
warnalloftheindividualsonthelist.78Indeed,Beck’scommentthat“no
onewas really inchargeanymore”highlights the increasingdifficulties
thattheendofthewar,itselfmuchlongedfor,causedfortheillegals.

InthefinalmonthsleadinguptotheBattleofBerlin,thethreatofarrest
anddeportationcontinuedtohangovertheU-boats.Thosefears,apartof
dailylifefromtheverystartoftheirlivesunderground,werecompounded
nowbytheimpendingarrivalofwarontheirdoorstep.Thefloodofref-
ugeesintothecityandthebreakdownofpublictransportation—indeed,
ofthecity’sentireinfrastructure—addedunsettlingnewcomplicationsto
thealreadydifficulttaskofsurvival.Previousstrategiesnolongerworked.
Employment,oftenessentialforthephysicalandemotionalwell-beingof
thedivers,becameimpossible.Hidingplacesdecreasedinbothquantityas
wellasqualityastheairraidsintensified.Jewishandgentilenetworksof
aidandresistancebegantocrumble.Thesedifficulties,however,paledin
comparisontotheupcomingbattleforthecapitalofNaziGermany.

The Battle of Berlin: 16 April 1945–2 May 1945

At the end of October 1945, Albert and Gisela Silberkleid submitted
theirapplicationforrecognitionasVictimsofFascism(OdF).Theirwar-
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timeexperienceofillegallifehadbeencharacterizedas“mostabomina-
ble,”thatis,“untilthegloriouslyvaliantRedArmy...ransomedus.”79
Doubtless,theliberationofthecity’sJewsbytheSovietswasacausefor
celebrationandrelief.After twelveyearsofabuseandpersecution, the
lastthreeofwhichwereoftenspentlivingunderhorribleconditions,the
U-boatswereindeedgratefulfortheirliberation.Mostpostwarapplicants
forrecognitionasanOdFremarkupontheirliberationbytheRedArmy,
albeit not usually in the glowing terms used by the Silberkleid family.
Liberationwasmoreoftenastatementoffact.Indeed,thebattleforthe
cityandtheclosingdaysofthewarreceivedlittleattentionfromJewsin
theirimmediatepostwartestimonies,unlessthesurvivorhadanencoun-
terwith“fascism”inthefinaldaysofthewar.Onlyinlateraccountsdo
thefinaldaysoftheThirdReichreceivesubstantialattention.

Inpart,theseearlyomissionshavetodowiththefactthattheSoviet-
controlled sector of the city issued recognition as an OdF; criticism of
theRedArmywouldhavebeencounterproductive.Anotherexplanation
mighthavehad todowith the fact that thebattlebrought liberation;
despitethehighcost,freedomwaswhatmatteredtothesurvivors.Afinal
explanationconcernstheissueofvictimhood.ThequestionnaireforOdF
statuswasnotconcernedwithhow,ifatall,thevictimoffascismwasalso
avictimoftheSovietArmy’sadvanceuponthecapital.Moreover,the
battleforthecitywas,inanumberofrespects,notaJewishexperienceor
agentileexperiencebutratheraBerlinerexperience.Thus,ithadseem-
inglylittlerelationtosufferingunderfascism,eventhoughthebattlewas
adirectconsequenceofthatfascistexperience.Silenceontheissue,how-
ever,minimizes thepivotal experienceofwitnessing thedestructionof
theThirdReichandthedifficultiescausedbythatdestruction.

TheBattleofBerlin,wagedbetween16April and2May1945,de-
stroyedmuchofthecityandwithitthelasttracesofnormality.80Forthe
city’sdiversanddashers,italsochangedthewaysthattheynavigatedthe
city.ThegoalforallBerlinerswastohangon:durchhalten,inthewords
ofBerliners’belovedAlterFritz(FredericktheGreat).Manyoftheold
rulesthathadworkedagainstJewshaddisappeared.Asthecitybeganto
fall apart, sodid fearsamong the Jewsofbeingcaptured; the invisible,
yetpowerful,wallsseparatingthemfromgentilesbegantocrumble.Most
non-Jewshadtheirownworries.ForJews,manyoftheworriesofthepast
threeyearswerereplacedbythemoreimmediateworriesofsurvivingthe
battle.CaughtinthecrosshairsofNaziandtheSovietfighting,Jewsand
non-Jewsalikeperishedinflameandbybulletinthenowcontestedand
ruinedcity.Exactcasualtyfiguresareunknown,butrecenthistoricalesti-
matesputthenumberofGermandeaths,soldierandcivilian,at325,000.
Sovietdeathestimatesrangewidelybetween78,000and305,000.81The
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Figures 4.3 and 4.4. ScenesofDestruction:TheSovietsBattlethroughtheCity.82
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long-awaited liberation was thus fraught with danger: Jewish women
fearedrapeatthehandsofSovietsoldiers;Jewishmenriskedbeingshot
asNazis;and,provingone’sJewishidentitywasnoteasy.“FortressBerlin”
becameadeadlyenvironment,engulfingJewsandnon-Jews.Bythefirst
weekofMay,liberationwassecurebutnotbeforeamostdangerousand
destructiveperiodunlikeanythingtheU-boatshadfacedyet.

The Battle in the Streets: Final Encounters with the Nazis

TheBattleofBerlin raged forover twoweeks, as theWehrmacht, the
SS,andalsotheHomeArmy(Volkssturm),composedofboysasyoungas
twelveandmenintheirseventies,foughtovereverysquareinchofthe
city.Throughout,panickedcivilianshunkereddowninbunkers,leaving
therelativesafetyoftheirlodgingsonlyduringintermittentbreaksinthe
fighting.83RuthArndtandEllenLewinskydonnedhelmetsduringlulls
intheraidstofetchwaterforthemselves.84Thescenesthatgreetedthem
wereofabsolutedevastation.85Thefightingthenrecommenced,andthey
racedbacktotheshelteragain,onlytoresurfaceduringthenextbreakin
fighting.TheSovietspatrolledtheskies,andmanycivilianswerecaught
unawaresasthebombsfellandtheplanesshotatsoldiersandcivilians
alike.Norwas thecivilianpopulaceavictimonlyof theSoviets.The
German forces claimed their own shareofGermancivilian lives, both
through“friendlyfire”andthroughsummaryexecutions.86

On27April1945,attheheightofthebattleforthecity,forty-two-
year-old Artur Isaaksohn was hiding in the basement of a parsonage.
MembersofanSScommandounitarrestedhimthereandtookhimto
theinfamousGestapoheadquartersonthePrinz-AlbrechtStraße.Isaak-
sohnalreadyhadhadanumberofencounterswithNazibrutalityover
theyears:arrestedinhishometownofPyritzinNovember1938,hehad
spent two months in the Sachsenhausen concentration camp; arrested
inlate1942onhiswayhomefromwork,hehadbeensenttothecollec-
tioncampintheGroßeHamburgerStraßetoawaitdeportation;twodays
later,hehadjumpedoutofthewindowandsubmerged;fortheremainder
ofthewar,heworkedintheresistance.Thistime,however,astheSovi-
etscoursedthroughthecity,theGestapohadlittleneedandnotimeto
imprisonIsaaksohn.MembersoftheGestapointerrogatedandbeathim.
Theytookhimoutbackintothegardenandforcedhimtodigahole.
TheythenorderedIsaaksohntokneeldownandshothiminthebackof
thehead,executionstyle.87

Isaaksohnawokesometimelatertofindhimselfpartiallyburiedinthe
hole; the shothadmisfired.Heavy artillery fire alsohadpreventedhis
would-bemurderersfromcompletelyburyinghim.Withtremendousef-
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fort,Isaaksohnmanagedtoextricatehimselffromtheholeandmadeitto
theAnhalterstraße,wherehecollapsedbeforebeingcarriedbyprivatesto
anearbybunkerformedicaltreatment.Asthebunkerclearedout,Isaak-
sohnwasbroughtfirsttoaRussianprison,andhewaslaterabletomake
ittoRudolfVirchowHospital,butonlythrough“roundaboutmethods”
(auf verschiedenen Umwegen).Isaaksohnsurvived,buthelosthislefteye,
sufferedalife-threateninginfectionofthewound,andspentonemonth
inthehospital.88

Three days later, during the final day of bitter fighting, heavy artil-
lery fire forced forty-four-year-old Herbert Labischinski and his protec-
tortoleavetheiratticandseekouttherelativesafetyofthebuilding’s
basement.89 As the fighting continued, fleeing German soldiers passed
through the basement. Also passing through the basement were mem-
bersofthesecurityservice(SD);theywerelookingforsoldierswhohad
hungbacktoavoidfighting.UponencounteringLabischinski,theyques-
tionedhimabouthismilitaryaffiliation.Labischinskiwasnotabletogive
a proper accountofhimself, and theSD tookhimout onto the street
to join thefight goingonnear theBendlerstraße.As they approached
abridge thathadbeenblownup,Labischinskipretendedhecouldnot
makeitacross.Onesoldierthenhithimovertheheadwithapistol.As
hetriedtocarryhimselfbacktothebasement,asoldiershotLabischinski
throughhislefthandandthenlefthimfordead.90ThatLabischinskiwas
not shot immediatelyasadeserter is somewhatsurprising,especiallyas
hehadnotencounteredWehrmachtsoldiersbutrathermembersofthe
dreadedsecurityservice.Thenumberofdesertersinthecitycannotbe
verified;however,eyewitnessaccountsattesttothefrequentsummaryex-
ecutionsofsupposeddesertersduringthebattle.91TheSovietsarrivedon
thesceneacoupleofhourslater.Labischinski’shelperexplainedtothe
officerwhathadtranspired,andLabischinskiwastakentoaSovietfield
hospitalwhereheunderwentsurgeryforhiscrackedskull;soonthereaf-
ter,withhis skull still open,Labischinskiwas transferred to aGerman
civilianhospitalforhislengthyanddifficultrecovery.92

ThefinaldaysoffightinghadadirectimpactonbothIsaaksohnand
Labischinski,astheygotcaughtupintheNazis’nihilisticbattleagainst
theSoviets.Ofnote,however,arethedifferencessurroundingtheseen-
counters.IsaaksohntestifiedthathisarrestoccurredduetohisbeingJew-
ish.Evenwith theirdefeat assured, ferventbelievers in theNazi cause
stillposedathreattoJewsinhiding.Unliketheearlierarreststhatsent
Jewsfirsttothecollectioncampsinthecityand, if theycouldprovide
nouseful information for theGestapo, immediatelyon to the concen-
trationcamps,thefinaldaysofthewarprecludedthe“orderly”processes
ofannihilation.Evenarrestsoccurringamonthearlierwouldhave led
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toquestioningandthendetentionintheJewishHospital,undertheas-
sumptionthatthetransportstotheeastwouldresumeoneday.Instead,
the Nazis now carried out the Final Solution on the streets with little
bureaucratic fanfareandaccording to individualwhims. In somecases,
thisworked intheJews’ favor.Forexample, theheadof thecollection
campattheJewishHospital,WalterDobberke,refusedtoliquidatethe
inmates,presumablytodemonstratehis“humanity”incaseofarrest.93In
theheatofbattleonthestreets,however,theresultoftenwasimmediate
death.Isaaksohnsufferedabotchedexecutionandsurvived.Thenumber
ofU-boatswhoperishedthroughsummaryexecutionandcrossfire,how-
ever,remainsunknown.

Labischinski’scaseisdifferent.Atnopointdoeshementionhisarrest
havingbeencausedbyhisbeingJewish.Infact,thesecurityforceswere
moreinterestedinknowingwhyhewasnotjoininginthefight.Probably,
theauthoritiesdidnotevensuspecthimofbeingJewish.Withthebattle
at its peak, the SD was looking for both cannon fodder and deserters.
Likely,Labischinskiwasnotexecutedduetotheproximityofbattleand
thedesperationoftheSDtofindpeopletofight.Infact,thatLabischin-
ski was pistol-butted and shot through the hand rather than executed
whenhetriedtoescapedemonstrateshownearthefightinghadcome.
Theparticularsofhisarrestandforcedconscriptionalsoillustratethebit-
terironyofsuccessfullycamouflagingone’sselfasanAryaninthesefinal
daysoffighting.Earlier,amanoffightingagenotinuniformwouldhave
beensuspectedofbeingJewish.Now,however,hislackofmilitaryaffilia-
tionledimmediatelytosuspicionsofbeingacowardlyGermandeserter,a
betrayeroftheFatherland.

The Experiences of Liberation

ThecampaignofviolenceperpetratedagainsttheU-boatsduringthebat-
tlewasasmuchabouttheirperceivedidentityasGermanciviliansasit
was about their identity as Jews. In this sense, the battle reflected the
heightenedambiguityoftheaveragesubmergedJew’spositioninthecity.
Byitsverynature,anillegallifeinBerlinwasalwaysambiguous.Thiswas
especially true for the “camouflaged,”whocontinuouslyhad tonegoti-
atetheirdual“identities”asAryansandJews.ThearrivaloftheSoviets,
however, furtherblurred thesedistinctions. Initial encounterswith the
Sovietswere apositiveexperience formany.Sixty-one-year-oldMorris
WeissmannandhiswifeCharlottehadlivedillegallyforovertwoyearsin
thetownofRangsdorf,aboutthirtykilometersoutsideofdowntownBer-
lin.TheWeissmannshadcamouflagedthemselveswellunderthename
Meissner,andMorrisworkedasanesteemedairraidwardeninthetown.
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According to his testimony, Weissmann, among his other accomplish-
ments,hadconsultedwithlocalmilitaryandcivilianleadersandarranged
forthetowntobehandedovertotheSovietswithoutashot.Whether
that is strictlytrueornot,MorrisWeissmannhadcapturedtherespect
ofthetownspeopleaswellasthatoftheSovietauthorities,whonomi-
natedWeissmannforthepositionofthetown’sfirstpost-Nazimayor,a
claimthatlikelywouldhavebeenverifiedbytheOdFcommissionwhen
Weissmannappliedforrecognition.94AlthoughWeissmanndeclinedthe
offer,hedidreturntoBerlintoworkasanadministrator(kommissarischer 
Leiter) forthemayorofBerlin’sTiergartendistrict.ForWeissmannand
hiswifeanddoubtlesssomeothers,theSovietliberatorsbroughtfreedom
andarelativelysmoothtransitionintoapost-NaziGermany.

TheexperiencesoftheWeissmanns,however,whileinkeepingwith
narrativesregardingtheSovietsasliberators,areonlyonesideoftheexpe-
rienceofliberation.FormanyBerliners,includingtheU-boats,theinva-
sionoftheRedArmywasadangerousandfrighteningevent.Inapostwar
report on her liberation, Dr. Charlotte Bamberg could speak of a new
dawnandyetonlytwoparagraphslaterwriteaboutfindingashelterthat
providedprotectionagainst the “ignominiousaccess”of theRussians.95
The“gloriouslyvaliantRedArmy”was, in theeyesofmany survivors,
anythingbut.Survivorexperiencesof rape,murder, imprisonment,and
disappointmentoftenprecededoraccompaniedfeelingsofrelief,joy,and
gratitudefortheirliberation.96Evensurvivorgratitudedidnotpreclude
feelingsofsuspicionordisdainfortheliberators,andasinglenarrative
oftheliberationexperienceamongthesurvivingU-boatsisnonexistent.
Rather, the perspective of each survivor depended upon the nature of
their first encounters with the Soviet troops. Moreover, these encoun-
terswereshapednotonlybyinitialSovietbehaviorandtherealization
thattheRedArmyhadsavedtheir livesbutalsobyracializedGerman
attitudestowardthe“Bolsheviks,”thetroops’oftenviolentanddrunken
behavior,andthegenderedtreatmentoftheconqueredGermans.

Soviet behavior toward the German population varied wildly, even
withininitialencounters.DuringtheclosingdaysofApril,Siegmundand
MargareteWeltlinger, livingsubmergedsincetheLargeFactoryOpera-
tion,wereforcedtoleavetheapartmentinwhichtheyhadbeenhiding
andtakecoverinthebuilding’sbasement;theypassedthemselvesoffas
bombed-outcivilians.WhenaRussianlieutenantarrivedintheirshelter,
hecamewithwordsofcomfort:“Russkiarenotbarbarians;wearegood
toyou.”97TheofficerhadoncestudiedinBerlinandknewthelanguage.
Hegavefoodtothehungryinhabitantsofthecellar,andallseemedwell
untilthesoldierssearchingthecellardiscoveredsixrevolvers.Suddenly,
the atmosphere changed.The soldiers linedup the inhabitants against
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thewall of thebasement, a prelude to execution.At that point,Sieg-
mund,inamovethatpresagedhisfutureworkinthefieldofJewishand
Christianreconciliationinpostwar,occupiedGermany, intervened.He
toldthelieutenantthatheandhiswifewereJewsandthattheweapons
didnotbelongtotheinhabitantsofthebuildingbutrathertomembersof
theVolkssturmwhoearlierhadpassedthrough.Moreover,heexplained,
theresidentsofthebuildinghadknownthatheandhiswifehadbeen
hidinginthebuildingandhadnotbetrayedthem.Intruth,nooneinthe
buildinghadknownanythingabouttheWeltlingers.Thelieutenantbe-
lievedthem,though,andtheatmosphereagainbecameoneofreliefand
celebration.Still,asWeltlingerremarkedyears later,“Wereally lucked
outwiththefirstsoldiers.”98Allaroundhim,plunderandrapewereoc-
curring,afactthatshockedmanyoftheU-boatsandconfirmedtheGer-
manpeople’sworstsuspicions.

TherumorsofSovietatrocitiesbroughttothecapitalbyrefugeesfrom
theeastconfirmedformanywhatGoebbelsandhispropagandamachine
hadalwaysclaimed: theBolshevikswereanimalswhowould spareno-
body.Thebehaviorofthetroopsontheirwaytothecityseemedtobear
thisout.TheirthirstforrevengewasinflamedbythewordsoftheSoviet
writerandpropagandistIlyaEhrenburg:

Donotcountthedays;donotcountthemiles.Countonlythenumberof
Germansyouhavekilled.KilltheGerman—thisisyourmother’sprayer.
KilltheGerman—thisisthecryofyourRussianearth.Donotwaiver.Do
notletup.Kill.”99

Although the behavior of the troops in the eastern provinces initially
hadprovenusefultoStalinasameansofcleansingthefutureSovietand
Polishterritoriesof itsGermaninhabitants, thepolicyprovedcounter-
productiveoncetroopscrossedthefutureOder–Neisseline,theeastern
boundaryofthenewpostwarGermany.100 InBerlin, fullSovietcontrol
overthetroopsvanished,andtheBerlinerswitnessedrape,murder,and
robbery.FortheJewswhohadmanagedtosurvivetheyearsevadingar-
restanddeportationbytheNazis,thefirstencounterswithmembersof
theRedArmyoftenwerebizarreandunsettling.

Inthefirstcase, theappearanceof theSovietswasshocking.On26
April,RuthArndt andEllenLewinskywentout to getwaterduring a
lullinthestreetfighting.TheywerestunnedtorunintotwoRussiansol-
diers.Theywerenotafraid,however;thepresenceofthesoldiersmeant
that freedomwasnear.YetRuthwasflabbergasted.Thesoldiers looked
“dilapidated,”acommon stateof affairs among the less-skilled infantry
units.101Theappearanceoftheselowerinfantrytroopsdidnotappealto
Berliners,Jewornon-Jew,howevergratefultheymayhavebeenfortheir
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liberation.JewishGermanshadbeenpersecutedandalmostannihilated
bytheNazis; that factdidnotmean,however, that theSovietpeoples
were equals. Rather, the look of the troops was “fierce”; to Ruth, they
lookedlike“Mongols.”102Indeed,postwaraccountssometimesremember
theSovietsashaving“Asiatic” featuresorbeing“Mongolians,”even if
thatwasnotthecase.103Inpart,suchdescriptionsoftheinvaderscame
directlyfromNazipropaganda.104YetalthoughNazipropagandaoftendi-
rectlylinkedthethreatofBolshevismtotheJews,attitudesofGerman
culturalsuperiorityexistedlongbeforetheNaziscametopowerandhad
asmuchofan impactonJewishperceptionsof theEastas theydidon
non-Jewishperceptions.105 Indeed, the “Asiatic”natureof theRussians
hadbeentaughttoallschoolchildrenasfarbackastheWilhelmineEm-
pire.106Asaresult,therhetoricofculturalsuperiorityinfluencedallGer-
mans,regardlessoffaith.

Theseculturalprejudicesdrewmuchoftheirstrengthfromtheappall-
ingbehaviorofsomeofthetroops.WhentheRedArmyliberatedZoppot
beiDanzig inMarch1945,Charlotte Josephy tried tohide fromthem.
Doubtlesswordofthesoldiers’behaviorhadreachedher,andshewasun-
sureofwhattoexpect.TheBenderhousehadbeenoverrunbyrefugees,
andthedwellingwassubjecttofrequentattacksbytheSoviets.Although
Josephydoesnotelaborateonthenatureofthoseattacks,herwordsare
still telling: “The raw manner in which they behaved is impossible to
describe.Iattemptedtoconcealmyselffromthem,butIwasdiscovered
and robbed of all of my possessions.”107 Josephy only mentions being
robbed;whethersheexperiencedphysicalorsexualviolenceatthehands
ofthesoldiersisunknown.Afterthewar,shameandgriefpromptedmany
womentoremainsilentabouttheirexperiencesofrape.Indeed,Soviet
soldiersrapedGermanwomenonastaggeringscale.108Welloveronemil-
lionGermanwomen,rangingfromchildrentotheelderly,werevictims
of rapeduring theSovietcampaign; inBerlinalone, the soldiers raped
between95,000and130,000women.109Rapeandfearofrapealsoexplain
manyofthemorethan10,000femaleBerlinerswhocommittedsuicide
duringthisperiod.110

TheunbridledsexualviolenceagainstwomenreflectedSovietdesires
forvengeance,occasionallackofdisciplineamongthetroops,aswellas
theprimitiveviewofwomenas“spoilsofwar.”111Norwasthisatrocious
act carried out only against non-Jews. Soviet troops also raped Jewish
women, and they did so as individuals as well as in groups.112 The ex-
treme levelof sexualviolenceagainstwomencaughtmany individuals
offguard.113Moreover,thebehaviorofSoviettroopsmusthavecomeas
aparticularshocktoJewishwomen,whohadexpectedtheSovietstobe
theirliberators.114RuthW.,forexample,hidonthetopfloorofanapart-
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ment toavoid fallingprey tomarauding soldiers. In thosefinaldaysof
thewar,sherecalledhearingtheRussiansscreamingatnightforwomen;
she alsopersonallyknewofpeoplewhohadbeen takenoff the streets
andraped.115AnneliesB.andhersisterMariannealsohidupstairs ina
top-floorapartmenttoevadethetroops.116Suchatacticwaswidespread
amongBerlinwomen,anditappearstohavedevelopedthroughtheas-
sumptionthatthesoldierswereeitherafraidofbeingambushedonthe
upperlevelsofbuildingsorelsenotinclinedtomaketheeffortofclimb-
ingmultipleflightsofstairs.117

JewishmenalsohadtobewaretheSoviettroops.Whilewomenneeded
toguardagainstbecomingsexualvictimsoftheRedArmy,menhadto
avoidbeingmistakenforaNaziofficialorsoldier;aftersuchintensefight-
ing,theSovietswerewaryofallGermanmen,especiallythoseoffighting
age.118ConsideringthattheBattleofBerlinconscriptedboysasyoungas
twelveandmenasoldasseventy,thescopeforsuspicionwasbroadin-
deed.Berlinersalsoneededtotakecarethattheywerenotrobbed.When
RuthandEllenfirstencounteredSoviettroopsastheywenttothepump
tofetchwater,theyimmediatelyreturnedtotheirshelterandcameback
withRuth’sbrotherErichandhisfriendBrunoG,sothatthetwomen
couldmeettheirliberators.Yetinsteadofgreetingthemasvictimsnow
liberated,onesoldierpointedarifleatErichandtookhisleatherjacket.119

The antiquarian Ralf Kollm had similar difficulties. Fifty years old,
scionofanoldBerlin Jewish family thathadbeen in thecity forover
150years,KollmhadservedvaliantlyintheFirstWorldWarand,after
receivingnumerousinjuries,beenrecognizedasa“severelyinjured[vet-
eran]”(Schwerbeschädigter).HisdocumentationfromtheFirstWorldWar,
coupledwithfalsepapersandanon-Jewishname(thefamilyhadchanged
itfromKohnin1887),hadservedRalfwellduringhisyearsontherun,
providinghimwithhis“bestmask”(beste Maske).Kollmalsomadeuseof
ayellowarmbandsignifyinghimasblind.However,mostRussianscould
notspeakGermanandthuscouldnotorwouldnotdifferentiatebetween
thevariousarmbands.TheconsequencewasthatKollm’sarmbandcaused
theSovietstomistakehimforasoldier.120

Kollmdoesnotmentionanynegativeconsequencesarisingfromthis
encounter,otherthanthepresumedindignityofsufferingforsolongonly
tobe rejected as an enemycombatant.Others,however,were less for-
tunate.Thirty-five-year-oldWernerWunderlichwasliberatedoutsideof
Berlin on 21 April 1945, but he spent almost three weeks in a Soviet
prison.Hewasreleasedonlywhenhemanagedtoprovidewitnesseswho
couldtestifyastohistrueidentity.Wunderlichcreditshisimprisonment
totheNazis;thenewauthoritiesdidnottrusttheJewishcredentialsthat
hehadsaved.BecausehewastheonlypersoninthesmalltownofStraus-
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bergwithJewishpapers, theSovietswereevenmoresuspicious, taking
himtobeeitheraGermanofficertryingtoescapeorelseaspy.121

SovietswerefearfulofGermanofficialstryingtopassthemselvesoffas
civiliansorevenasvictimsofNazipersecution,andthiscouldhavedan-
gerousconsequencesnotonlyforJewsbutalsofortheirhelpers.When
realNazis,eagertoconcealtheirpastlives,actuallydidinsertthemselves
intothesituation,thematterbecameevenmorecomplicated.Theden-
tistanddecoratedsoldieroftheFirstWorldWarKurtMichaelis(seefig-
ure4.5)experiencedhis liberationinthetownofFerch, locatedabout
forty-fivekilometersoutsideofdowntownBerlin.Michaelis’sexperience
ofliberationwasbittersweet,especiallybecauseheblamedhimselfforthe
deathofoneofhishelpers,amanwhowouldhavebecomehisbrother-
in-law.TheRookfamily,includingMichaelis’sfiancée,hadhelpedshel-
terMichaelisunderthealias“Neumann”forovertwoyears inahouse
theyownedinthetown.Afterbeingbombedoutoftheirownhomeand
losingtheirpubinBerlininairraidsinFebruary1945,theRookfamily
relocatedtoFerchtoawaitthewar’send.WhentheSovietsmovedinon

Figure 4.5. Dr.KurtMichaelis.122
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2May1945, theycommandeeredthefirstfloorof thehome;theRook
family, including Michaelis, took the second floor, and a certain Frau
Röpercontinuedlivingonthethirdfloor,althoughnowwiththeRussian
commanderoftheunit.

Michaelis’strueidentityhadbeenrevealedtothecommanderandhis
troopsupontheirarrival.FrauRöper,however,hadcontinuedtoreferto
MichaelisasHerrNeumann.MichaelisknewthattheRöperfamilyhad
alwaysbeenNazi sympathizersand suspected themofbelonging to the
partyandeventotheSS.Afewdaysafter theSoviets’arrival,around
lunchtime,MichaeliswasorderedtoreporttoFrauRöper’sfloor.When
hegotthere,hefoundthecaptain,HerrRook,andFrauRöperengagedin
anenergeticdebate,andthecaptaindemandedtoseeMichaelis’spapers.
Evidently,Michaelis’strueidentityasaJewhadbeenrevealed,butFrau
Röper continued to deny that Michaelis was Jewish. The controversy,
however,arousedthecaptain’ssuspicions,andRookandMichaeliswere
takenawayand locked ina room.Thecaptain soonapproached them
witha revolver, screaming, “YoubothareGestapo informantsandwill
nowbe shot!”123Michaelis triedhisbest toexplain,assertinghis inno-
cenceandsuggestingthatFrauRöperwasofamindtoseekrevengeon
them.MichaelisandRookweretakenouttothepumphouseandlocked
inwithsentriespostedoutside.

Afteranagonizingfifteenminutes,duringwhichtimeMichaelis’sfi-
ancée, Frau Rook, the captain, Frau Röper, and a translator discussed
thematter,Michaelis andHerrRookwere freed.The troops soon left.
At that point,HerrRook, knowing that FrauRöperhadbeen respon-
sibleforthemess,orderedhertoleavetheproperty.Michaelistestified
thatRöperhadalwayshatedthefamily;sheknewtheywereanti-Nazis
andthepreviousmonthhaddenouncedthefamilytoamemberofthe
Volkssturm,whohad in turnwarned “HerrNeumann” that the family
should be careful. Michaelis stayed in his room as Rook accompanied
Röperoff theproperty,butheheardwhathappenednext fromeyewit-
nesses.RookandRöperhadascuffle(Handgemenge).Shescreamed,and
thedepartingtroopsreturned.OneofthesoldiersshotRook,andhewas
killedinstantly.124

On21October1945,whilesubmittinghisapplicationforOdFstatus,
Michaelisaddedthisstoryasanaddendumtohisapplication;theevent
clearlyrepresentedatraumaticpointinhishidingexperience.Michaelis
wrote, “It is a tragedy that directly through my person a death should
havebeencaused, thatHerrRookhadtodieonlytwodaysbeforethe
war’s end.”125ThatMichaelis shouldblamehimself isdifficult forus to
see.Theperpetrator, by all accounts,wasFrauRöper, andhermethod
ofmurderwasthefrightenedandmistrustfulSoviettroops.Shedemon-
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stratedtheperniciousandvindictivespiritoftheNazisinthewar’sfinal
daysandusedthechaosofthisperiod,wheneveryonewasasuspectand
everyoneanenemy,totakeherrevenge.Althoughhesurvivedtheevent,
Michaelis,havingbenefittedfromtheRookfamily’sprotectionandhav-
ingbuiltstrongemotionaltieswiththem,couldnotthinkabouthisexpe-
riencesofwarandliberationwithoutalsothinkingaboutthefateofHerr
Rook.ForMichaelis,hisexperiencesandtheexperiencesof theRooks
wereinextricable.

AstheearlyencounterswiththeSovietsindicated,provingone’siden-
tityasJewishwasnotalwayseasilyaccomplished.Theproblem,accord-
ingtoBrunoG.,wasthatthetroopswere“uneducatedMongolians”who
couldnottellthedifferencebetweenJewsandGermans.Brunoperhaps
forgotinhistestimony,givendecadeslater,thatthese“differences”were
largely theproductofNazi antisemitic imagination.Yet in theirdesire
for revenge and as a product of their bitter experiences on the front,
the Soviets were not taking any chances. Moreover, having liberated
AuschwitzandothercampsandhavingencounteredthevictimsofNa-
zismontheirwaytoBerlin,theSovietsbelievedthatmostJewshadbeen
exterminated. Even a Jewish ID card, kept for years in hiding at great
peril,didnotaffordautomaticprotection.WhenCharlotteJosephytried
toshowhercardtoPolishsoldierswhohadmovedintotheareaaround
Zoppot,theyrefusedtobelieveher.126WhentheRussiantroops,whohad
stolenErichArndt’s leatherjacketatgunpoint,weretoldbyRuththat
theywereJewish,onesoldierlookedatthem,pulledhisfingeracrosshis
throat, and said, “Juden kaputt” (The Jews are dead).127 Not even the
JewishIDcards thatErichandRuth’smotherhadsewed intheircoats
helped.Norwasthisanisolatedexperience.WhattheRussianshadseen
convincedthemthattheJewsweredeadandthatthosewhoclaimedto
beJewswerelying.128

Forovertwoyears,survivaldependedupontheconcealmentofone’s
Jewish identity.As theSovietspoured into thecity,however,adrastic
reversaloccurred,andthebestwaytosecurehelpandprotectionwasto
provebeyondadoubt thatonewas Jewish. FriedrichRhonheimerhad
managedthisfeatduringthebattlewhenheencounteredJewishofficers
oftheRedArmyfightingintheWichertstraße.129Rhonheimerdoesnot
say,however,howheaccomplished this.As thecaseofMichaelis sug-
gests,notallSovietsnecessarilydeniedthesurvivalorexistenceofJews
inGermany;indeed,atfirst,thecaptainhadbelievedMichaelis.Ifiden-
tificationdidnotsuffice,however,U-boatswereabletoprovethemselves
mosteasily if theyranintoJewsservingintheRedArmy.RuthArndt
andherfamilyprovedthemselveswhenanofficeraskedhertorecitethe
Sh’maYisrael (Hear,OIsrael),acornerstoneof Jewishprayer.130Char-
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lotteJosephyalsomanagedtoreceiverecognitionasaJewbyrecitingthe
sameprayer.131Afteryearsofpersecutionduetotheirfaithandsupposed
race,theactofexpressingtheirfaithopenlymusthavecomeasatremen-
dous and gratifying relief tomany individuals.Rather thana cause for
persecution,theprayerwasaguaranteeoftheirsalvationandanendto
thenightmareoftheThirdReich.

Conclusion

The Second World War ended on 8 May 1945. After years of camou-
flagingtheirtrueidentities,thecity’sdiverscouldsurface—thistimefor
good.AsLydiaHaase,whosurvivedthewartobereunitedwithherson
Falko,remarked,“WiththeinvasionoftheRussians...Ionceagaintook
my old name.”132 Still, some had lived under a false name for so long
thattheadjustmentwasnotautomatic.MartinRiesenburgerheldhisfirst
synagogueserviceon11May.Herecalledthepanichenoticedonthe
facesofsomeformerU-boatswhenhecalledthembytheirrealnamefor
thefirsttime;fearofdenunciationandtheGestapodidnotvanishover-
night.133TheklaBeyerputherliberationinotherwords:“Myproperlife
beganagainonlywiththeinvasionoftheRedArmy.”134Howeverthey
expressedthemselves,Jewsslowlyallowedtherealizationthatthenight-
marewasovertosetin.

Theyearsof livingsubmergedinthecapitaloftheThirdReichhad
beenchallenging,evenbrutallyso.Thefinalmonthswerenoexception.
TheypresentedtheU-boatsnotonlywithnewchallengestosurvivalbut
also with new opportunities for survival. The city they had learned to
navigateintheprevioustwoyearsfellapart,worseninganalreadyprecar-
iousposition.However,theingenuityandresourcefulnessoftheU-boats
helpedthemtosurvive,andsodidtheirwillingnesstotakeadvantageof
thechaoscausedbytheAlliedinvasionofGermany.Yetthechaossoon
startedtoworkagainstthesubmergedaswell,andduringtheBattleof
Berlin,theyfacedtheirlastchallengetosurvival.Inconfrontingthereal-
itiesofwarathomeandtheinvadingtroops,theU-boatshadtocometo
termswithwhatwasnowamostlyuncomfortabledualidentityasGerman
andJew.Asfarasthebomberswereconcerned,U-boatswereGermans.
TotheNazistheyencountered,theywereJews.TotheSoviets,theywere
suspect,perhapsanenemyorperhapsafriend.TheaverageBerlinerdid
notmuchcareonewayortheother,solongasthewarended.Yetdespite
thecomplicatedexperiencesofliberation,freedomwastheultimatere-
sultoftheSovietadvance,andtheonethatmatteredmosttosurvivors.
LiberationcameforPaulandHeleneHelftwhentheyapproachedaRus-
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sianofficerwhilewavingawhitetowel.Thisofficerinspectedtheirpapers
andbelievedtheirstory.Whathetoldthemwasheartening:“Youarefree
andcanmovearoundanywhere.YoucanchooseEnglish,American,or
Russiancitizenship.”Afterrecordingthis inhispostwarapplicationfor
OdFrecognition,PaulHelftremarked,“Mayheberight!”135
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Y•Z

Thestruggleisover!Murderhasanend!
Iamnowfree!Iraisemyhands,
Myhearttotheeternalheavens,
Fullofthanksthatinthelonganxiousyears,
Despiteallthesufferingthatbefellme,
Ididnotlosemyfaithinthefuture.

—Excerptfrom“NachdemKampf,”composed
byMartinWasservogelinMay19451

ThemonthsfollowingtheendoftheSecondWorldWarrepresenteda
new beginning for Berlin’s formerly submerged Jews, now perhaps bet-
terreferredtoasthe“surfaced”(Aufgetauchte).Thatbeginning,however,
wasfraughtwithdifficulties,andtheconceptofliberationshouldnotbe
viewedasanovernight,joyfulprocessbutrather,asDanStonereminds
us,“somethingthathappenedovertime—sometimesaverylongtime.”2
TheNationalSocialistnightmarewasover,butthecountlessemotional
andphysicalconsequencesof submerged lifeand thewaroutlasted the
ThirdReich.Berlinwas in ruins; itwas,asMartinRiesenburgernoted
inhismemoirs,a“worldcemetery.”3Theinitialmonthsoffreedomwit-
nessedasicklyandlargelypennilessgroupofsurvivorsstrugglingwiththe
impactofyearsofphysicaldeprivationastheysoughtoutnecessaryfood,
clothing,andshelterthroughofficialrecognitionas“VictimsofFascism.”
Thiswasalsoadeeplyemotionaltime,astheendofthewarforcedsurvi-
vorstocopewiththerealityofwhathadbefallentheirlovedones.Still,
someoftheformerdiversseizedontheirnewfoundfreedomwithenergy
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andgreat resilience.Theywent toworkbuildinganew,more tolerant
GermanybeforetherealitiesoftheColdWarandadividedGermanyset
in.Yetmanyothersleftwhathadbecomeaforeignlandtostartnewlives
abroad. Whether they stayed or left, however, they carried with them
memoriesoftheiryearssubmergedandoftenquitenuancedviewsonthe
nationthathadbeenboththecauseoftheirsufferingandthesiteoftheir
survival. The diverse experiences and reactions of those who had sub-
mergeddidnotsimplyreflecttheirvariedidentitiesandpreferences;the
individualityatthecoreofthosewartimeexperiencesshapedthevaried
postwarlivesoftheformerU-boats.

Nearlythreeyearsofrepeateddivinganddashingaroundthecityinan
attempttoevadearrestanddeportationhadtakenatremendousphysical
tollontheU-boats.Yearsofmalnourishmentandunbearablestresshad
weakenedmanyofthesurvivors.HeleneHelft,whohadfledatransport
withherhusbandandmadeherwaybacktoBerlin,lostoverone-thirdof
herbodymasswhilelivingsubmergedandweighedonlyeightypoundsat
thewar’send.Inaddition,shesufferedfromchronicbronchitis,spotson
herlungs,andinflammationoftheribcage;shewasimmediatelysentto
ahospitalafterthecessationofhostilities.4NorwasHelftalone.Almost
everysurvivormentionsthepoorstateofhisorherhealth,fromsevere
weight loss, frostbite,or rheumatismtoheartandnerveproblems. Ina
fewcases,theindividualneverrecoveredanddiedsoonafteremerging.
Sixty-three-year-oldFranzRogasinskihadspentmostofhisunderground
yearsmovingfromacquaintancetoacquaintance,intheprocessdevelop-
ingaseverecaseofheartdisease.Hediedon20March1946.5

Thesurvivorswerealsoataseverematerialdisadvantagethatwascom-
poundedbythefactthattheirpoorhealthpreventedmanyfromearning
a living.Mosthad lost theirproperty,homes,businesses,andvaluables
totheNazis.Whatfewpossessionspeoplehadbroughtwiththemwhen
theysubmergedhadbeensoldtoprocurefood,shelter,andfalsepapers
or had been destroyed in one of the city’s numerous air raids. Obtain-
ingbasicnecessitieswastheimmediateandessentialpriority.Although
anumberofsurvivorswereabletostaywiththeirhelpersafterthewar,
manywerenotsofortunate.ApplicationstotheOdFwastenotimein
illustratingtheirdireconditions:“Iamrequestingwarmwinterclothing,
warmunderclothesandshoes,andacoat,andanapartment,sinceIam
verysickandcannotliveinacompletelydestroyedgardencottageinthe
winter.”6Althoughoverallrestitutionwasimportant,andsomesurvivors
didmakeapointoflistingalloftheirlostpropertyandgoods,immediate
survival intheformof food,shelter,andmedicalattentiontookprece-
denceinmostcases.
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Despitethesephysicalhardships, theemotionalconsequencesof the
warwereoftenespeciallypainful for thesurvivors.Themajorityof the
city’s surviving dashers had been spared the horrors of the camps and
ghettos,butmostoftheirfamilieshadperishedintheeast.Althoughthe
murdersinthecampsweresuspectedbymanyformerillegalsby1943at
thelatest,manyregisteredthefullrealityonlyafterthewar,whenfam-
ilymembersdidnotreturn.Some, likethirty-nine-year-oldLilliSteup,
hadresolvedtomaintaina“home”inBerlinforherdeportedfather,sis-
ter,niece,andbrother-in-lawandhaddivedinthehopeofseeingthem
again.ShewrotetotheOdF:

Ihadalwaysbelievedatleastoneofthemwouldreturn...Iledahound-
ed,terriblelife,onlyinthehopeofseeingoneofmylovedonesagain.I
didn’t want to believe that humans were so barbarous and killed them.
Unfortunately,Ihadtolearntoseethingsdifferently.7

Indeed,therecognitionthatone’s familywasdead,accordingtoFrieda
Seelig,whohadlostforty-onefamilymembersduringthewar,was“the
mostghastly”(das schrecklichste)experience.8

AlmostalltheformerU-boatscommentonhavinglostfamilyinthe
camps,andtheexperienceofliberationwascoloredbythoselosses.9As
onesurvivorremarkedinautumn1945,“ButIcannotfeelreal joy,be-
causethegreaterpartofmyrelativesremainedbehindintheconcentra-
tioncamps,amongthemmymother.”10Inothercases,survivorswaitedin
vainforthereturnoflovedoneswhohadbeencaughtwhilelivingsub-
merged.11Norwasthegriefconfinedtofamilymembers.LilliSteup,rec-
ognizingthelikelihoodthatherfamilyhadperished,stillheldouthope
that themanwhohidheruntilhis forcedconscription in1944might
bealiveinaprisoner-of-warcamp.Sheconcludedhertestimonyonthe
following,grief-strickennote:“Ifthisoneperson,whomIawait,doesnot
return,thenmylifehasnopurpose.Nooneawaitsme,nojoy.”12Indeed,
Steup’sgrief,borderingondespair,wasacommonemotionintheyears
following the end of the war. Annelies B., who had survived with her
twinsisterMarianne,gaveaninterviewin1991aboutherexperiences.
Whenasked if shewashappy that shehad survived, she responded, “I
couldnotgiveyouanunqualifiedyes.”13

Not all survivors focus solely on loss and grief, however, and the
monthsfollowingliberationwitnessedasuccessionofweddingsofformer
U-boats.Someof theseweddingsweremoreakin to reunionsbetween
loved ones. Isaak Grünberg, who had divorced his non-Jewish wife in
order to protect their son and family business (see chapter 3), moved
back in with his beloved on 2 May.14 Max Gamson had divorced his
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non-Jewishwifein1932,althoughtheycontinuedtolivetogetheruntil
1939andhadasontogether.Duringhisyearssubmergedinthecity,Gam-
son’sex-wifewasoneoftheindividualswhohelpedhimsurvivebypro-
vidingfoodandclothing.Theyremarriedin1946andremainedtogether
inBerlinuntilGamson’sdeathin1962.15Someoftheearliestmarriages
in1945and1946werebetweenindividualswhohadfoundeachother
duringthetribulationsoftheThirdReichandtheyearssubmerged.Ruth
ArndthadmetBrunoG.atapartyintheearly1940s.Theyreconnected
almosttwoyearslater,whileBrunowaslivingsubmergedwithhisfriend
Erich,Ruth’sbrother,andtheymarriedon19September1945.InJuneof
thatyear,Erichhadalsomarriedhisfiancée,afellowU-boatnamedEllen
Lewinsky.AjointJewishweddingwasheldforthetwocoupleson7Oc-
tober1945,oneofthefirstinthecity.16Afteryearssubmerged,thecity’s
surfaced Jewsfinallywereable todeclarepublicly theunions that they
haddevelopedunderthemostdangerousanddifficultofconditions.17

ThemarriageswerenotjustbetweenformerlysubmergedJews.Agreat
numbertookplacebetweenthecity’sformerdiversanddashersandthe
menandwomenwhohadhelpedthemtosurvive.KurtMichaelis,who
hadblamedhimselfforthedeathofhisfuturebrother-in-law(seechapter
4),marriedhishelperandfiancéeElseLönsershortlyafterthewar.18Mi-
chaeliswasoneofdozens.Similarly,theProtestantGertrudWieczorekde-
velopedafriendshipwithherfuturehusbandLudwigKatzin1936.When
Ludwig submerged in November 1942, he stayed with Gertrud. They
entered intoanunofficial “marriageofcomrades,”ashe termed it,and
GertrudprovidedLudwigwith foodandotheraid throughouthisyears
ontherun.Thetwomarriedon27June1945.19Notalltherelationships
forgedduringthewarwerehappy,though,andtheendofthewardidnot
leadtoanautomaticseveringofties.LotteF.andherdaughterspentthe
warshelteringwithanon-Jew,WilliBruska.Afterthewar,Lottedecided
toremainwithWilli,andoutofthanksallowedhimtomoveinwithher
andherdaughter intheapartmentshehadreceivedasanOdF.On14
June1954,Lotte’scousinAliceN.,afellowformerU-boat,telephoned
theEastBerlinpolice.Bruskahad stabbedLotte todeath, slashingher
wristsandhercarotidartery.Lotte’sfifteen-year-olddaughter,withwhom
hehadalsobeenengaging inasexual relationship,escapedafterbeing
beaten.BruskaturnedhimselfintotheEastGermanpolicethefollowing
day. Inher statement to thepolice,Aliceclaimed thathercousinhad
remainedwithBruskaafterthewarbecauseshefeltobligatedtohimfor
thehelpheprovidedherinshelteringherandherdaughter.WhatLotte
experiencedwhileshelteringduringheryearssubmergedwithBruskais
unknown,buttheirrelationshipformedduringthewarkepthertiedto
Bruskauntilhertragicdeath.20
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Evenincasesoftrueloveandmutualrespect,happinesswascutshort.
ThewartimestrugglesthathadbroughttheU-boatstogetherwiththeir
helperscontinued to interveneafter thewar.Like the submerged,who
sufferedgravelythroughmalnutritionandotherphysicalandemotional
challenges to their health, the non-Jewish men and women who had
helped them survive often sacrificed their own health in providing for
their illegal loved ones. Non-Jewish lovers of Jews sometimes had to
submergewiththeirpartnerswhentheGestapocaughtwindoftheirre-
lationship.21Evenifsubmerginghadnotbeennecessary,greathardship
oftenfollowedthesenon-Jewishpartners.HansG.hadsubmergedatthe
ageof twenty inFebruary1943.Hehaddashedaroundthecityalmost
daily,untilhemethisfuturewifeUrsula.InMay1944,Ursulagavebirth
toachildunderfalsepretenses(theoriginsandnameofthechildwereal-
tered).Thecouplefinallymarriedon10July1945.Lessthantwomonths
later,however,HansbroughtUrsula toahospital.According toHans,
the “stresses and strains”of theprecedingyearshadbeen toogreat for
her.Ursuladiedon8March1946,andHansemigrated.22Thebondslike
thosethathaddevelopedbetweenHansandUrsulacontinued,however,
tofindexpressionindozensofothermarriagesduringthistime,atesta-
menttothestubbornabilityofloveandfidelitytodevelopundertheleast
conduciveofcircumstances.23

Other survivorsexpressedtheirnewly regained freedomnot through
marriage but by throwing themselves with almost startling energy into
rebuildingtheircareers,thuscontributingtothereshapingofwhatwould
become a divided Germany by the fall of 1949, a division that would
last throughout the Cold War. The ophthalmologist Erich Weinberg,
whohadresistedtheNazisbyinjectingmembersoftheWehrmachtand
Volkssturmwithfeverinjections(seechapter3),hadalreadyfoundedhis
ownhospitalbyNovember1945intheBerlinsuburbofFalkensee,and
healsoworkedasheadofthelocalhealthoffice.Helaterhadapractice
intheneighborhoodofSpandauafterfleeingtoWestBerlin in1951.24
Forty-five-year-oldAlfonsWormann,wholivedillegallyforalmostfour
years, foundajoblessthantwoweeksafterthewar’sendintheBerlin
PolicePresidium.25Thirty-eight-year-oldGreteBing,whohadsurvived
inhidingwithhermotherLotte,foundworkasamasseuseandexercise
therapist,acareerforwhichshehadtrainedin1937.26Similartotheim-
portanceofworkingwhileinhiding,workfunctionedintheimmediate
postwareranotonlyasawayofsupportingoneselfbutalsoasawayof
reassertingone’sidentityandalsoone’snewlyregainedfreedom.

Someoftheformerdiversalsousedtheiremploymentasameansto
seekjusticeforthevictims,topunishtheperpetrators,andtocontribute
totherebuildingofamoreacceptingGermannation.Twenty-three-year-
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old Marie J. had come from an avowedly communist background. Her
fatherhadbeenamemberoftheCommunistPartyofGermany(KPD)
andhermotheramemberoftheauxiliaryRoteHilfe.ForMarieJ.,awell-
educatedyoungwomanwhohadworkedintheresistanceduringtheNazi
periodandhaddecidedtocontinueherstudiesafterliberation,herpath
afterthewarwasclear:“NowIwouldliketocontinuewithmystudiesand
asaneducatedacademicstrivetobecomeausefulmemberfortherecon-
struction[ofGermany],inoursenseoftheword.”27Anumberofsurvi-
vorsfoundworkintheinteralliedgovernmentorwiththelocalGerman
authorities,employmentthatprovidedopportunitiestoeradicateNazism
inGermany.Forty-five-year-oldMaxRautenberg,before1933amember
of theSocialDemocraticPartyofGermany(SPD),went toworkwith
anotherunnamedJewimmediatelyafterthewartrackingdownNazisin
thesuburbofBestensee.Althoughstillquitesickfromyearsontherun,
Rautenberg had a mission. These now “submerged” and “camouflaged”
Nazis, referring to them inaparlanceheunderstoodall toowell,were
everywheretryingtopassthemselvesoffascivilians,andRautenbergand
hispartnerwouldnotstandforit:“Afterallofthesorrowsweunderwent
theremayneverandwillnevermorebeNazismandmilitarism inGer-
many. To that end we have deployed our entire energies.” Rautenberg
hadsomesuccessintrackingdowntheseNazis,includingmembersofthe
formerSS.TheSovietcommandrecognizedRautenberg’sworkandpro-
videdhimwiththeidentificationtoproveit.28Inasimilarfashion,the
survivorGeorgSchiesserfoundworkwiththenewlyreconstitutedBerlin
criminalpolicelessthanthreeweeksafterthewarended:“OnMay27,
1945,IenteredtheserviceoftheBerlincriminalpoliceinordertoassist
intheeradicationoffascismandthereestablishmentofwell-orderedcon-
ditionsinmyFatherCity.”29

NorwashuntingdownNazistheonlywaythatsomeoftheformerdiv-
erscontributedtothereestablishmentoflaw,order,andanewGermany.
WernerGoldmann,adruggistbytrainingwhohadsurvivedwithhiswife
anddaughterinandaroundBerlin,servedasmayorofthetownofBrie-
selangoutsideofBerlinfromtheendofApril1945untilFebruary1946;
the town’s website still remembers his service.30 Fifty-six-year-old Kurt
Messow,winneroftheIronCrossFirstandSecondClassduringtheFirst
WorldWar,whohadmarriedhishelperafterthewar,wasappointedan
attorneyforthecityon15July1945.By15Octoberofthatyear,Messow
hadrisentothepositionofseniordistrictattorney.31Despiteallthatthey
hadexperiencedintheprecedingtwelveyears,andespeciallyduringthe
finalthree,theformersubmergedmadetheirpresencefeltinwaysthatfar
outweighedtheirnumbers.
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Someoftheseindividualswentontohaveprominentandrespected
careersintheFederalRepublicofGermany(FRG)andintheGerman
Democratic Republic (GDR) after the official division of Germany in
1949,inwhichtheiractionsreflectedthewaystheirwartimeexperiences
shapedtheirpostwarvisionsforthenation.CharlotteKaufmann,bornin
Hungary,hadbeenanactivememberintheKPDandRoteHilfeanda
dedicatedantifascistbeforetheNaziseizureofpower.Shesubmergedin
thebeginningof1943andsurvivedthewarbydashingbetweenthecities
ofJenaandBerlin.Immediatelyafterthewar,Charlottetookajobasa
clericalassistantwiththewomen’spoliceandremainedinwhatbecame
theGDR.In1958,shemarriedthedecoratedantifascistWilliKaufmann.
Overthenexttwodecades,Charlottehadanactivecareerasamemberof
EastGermany’sSocialistUnityParty(SED).Sheservedasamemberof
anarbitrationcommissionforwhichshewontwoaccoladesinthe1970s.
Inaddition,shewontheHonorMedallionoftheCommitteeofAntifas-
cistResistanceFighters, theMedal forMembership in thePartyof the
WorkingClass,andtheMedallionforExemplaryBorderService,among
manyothers.32

GünterFabian,whowastwenty-fiveyearsoldattheendofthewar,
wentontoleadasimilarlyillustriouscareerintheGermanDemocratic
Republic.HehadsubmergedonthefirstdayoftheLargeFactoryOpera-
tion.Hisfatherhadbeenarrestedalreadyin1941,andtheNazisdeported
hismotherthefollowingyeartoLitzmannstadt.Evenbeforesubmerging,
Fabianhadconnectionstoresistancecirclesinthecity.Hewasalsoaided
duringhis years submergedbyhis futurewife Ingeborg andher family;
GünterandIngeborghadbecomeengagedin1944.Afterthewar,Fabian
participatedintherefoundingoftheSPDintheBerlindistrictofWeis-
sensee.Afterhisexpulsionfromthepartyin1948,Fabianwasaskedto
forma social-democratic factionwithin the “democratic” (that is,East
German)blockinWeissenseeandserveasthefaction’shead.DuetoFa-
bian’spostwarworkinagriculture,hewasaskedtobecomeamemberof
theDemocraticFarmersPartyofGermanyintheGDRin1951.Fabian
alsoparticipatedasamemberoftheSecretariatoftheBerlinCommittee
oftheNationalFront.In1954,Fabianbecameacouncilman(Stadtver-
ordneter)intheBerlincitycouncil.Amonghismanyhonorsforserviceto
theGermanDemocraticRepublic,FabianreceivedtheMeritMedallion
oftheGDR,theThreeTimesMedallionforOutstandingAchievement,
andtheMedaloftheDemocraticFarmersPartyofGermany.33

In the Federal Republic of Germany, Siegmund Weltlinger, a self-
identified“German–JewishCitizen,” saw the fulfillmentofhispersonal
and public evolution. Born on 29 March 1886, Weltlinger grew up in
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aworldly, culturedhome frequentedbyartists and intellectuals, Jewish
andChristianalike.Awell-educatedandsuccessfulbankerbefore1933,
hebeganhispolitical life as amonarchist.After theabdicationof the
Kaiser,hedabbledinleftistandrightistpoliticsbeforefinallysettlingon
the“democraticmiddle.”34WeltlingerandhiswifeMargaretesubmerged
on26February1943toavoidbeingcaughtupintheLargeFactoryOper-
ation(seechapter1).Theensuingtwoandahalfyearsweredifficultfor
theWeltlingers.Evenbefore theexistenceof theexterminationcamps
became known to him in April 1945, Weltlinger’s “faith in Germany”
hadbeenshakenthroughtheimmensedifficultieshefaced,firstasacon-
sequenceofthetwomonthshehadspentintheSachsenhausenconcen-
trationcampintheaftermathofKristallnachtandthenasadiver.35Yet
WeltlingerremainedinWestGermanyfortherestofhislife.Alongwith
hisupbringing,Weltlingercreditshiswartimeexperienceswithshaping
hispostwarrelationshipwithhisnation,claimingthathisattitudewould
havebeenverydifferent

ifithadn’tbeenfortheencounterswithmanyopponentsoftheNational
Socialistdominationfromtheconcentrationcamps;moreover,thebehav-
iorof largeportionsofthepopulationwithrespecttothewearersofthe
star;and,aboveall,thecourageandwillingnesstomakesacrificesonthe
partofmanynon-Jewishfellowcitizenswhotookituponthemselves,often
underthreattolifetothemselvesandtheirfamily,tohidethepersecuted.36

Thus, when Weltlinger stepped forward to protect the non-Jewish res-
idents accused of concealing weapons during the Soviet advance (see
chapter4),hewasactinginawaythatreflectedalifetimeofexperiences,
including those while living submerged. The divisions of religion and
class that Weltlinger had seen tear apart his country over the decades
motivatedhimtoworkforasolution,to“buildabridgebetweenthedif-
ferentpeoplesofGermanyandtoconfronttheunderstandabletalkinthe
worldthatwewere‘apeopleofmurderers.’”37

Weltlinger’sfirstopportunitiestobuildthebridgeheenvisionedcame
in1945and1946,whenheacceptedanappointmenttotheadvisorycom-
mitteeforchurchaffairs.InSeptember1945,Weltlingerbecameheadof
the committee’s division for Jewish affairs.38Thusbegan an active and
illustriouscareerforWeltlingerinWestBerlinaspeacemakerandpublic
figureworkingtocounterthemistrustandanimositythathaddeveloped
betweenJewsandChristians.Amonghismanyactivitiesuntilhisdeath
in1974,WeltlingerwasafoundingmemberoftheWorkCommunityof
ChurchesandReligiousSocietiesofGreaterBerlinin1947andtheSo-
cietyforChristianandJewishCooperationin1949,servingaschairman
ofthelatteruntil1970.39Inaddition,Weltlingerjoinedthenewlycre-
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atedChristianDemocraticUnion(CDU)politicalpartyin1946.Hewas
electedtotheBerlinHouseofDelegates(Abgeordnetenhaus) in1958,
servingthereforalmostadecade,andwasawardedtheFederalRepub-
lic’sGreatCrossofMeritin1966.Tobesure,Weltlinger’sdedicationto
rebuildingabetterandmoretolerantWestGermanywassomethingof
a rarity in thedividedpostwarnation.So, too,washiswildlyoptimis-
ticbeliefinaninterviewgivenin1951that“Germanywillbecomethe
greatestimmigrationcenterofJewsthroughouttheworld.Itistheheart
of Europe, the natural exchange center between East and West.”40 Yet
presumablythisattitudealsogrewoutofthesamemindsetthatenabled
himtodeclaretowardtheendofhislife:“[I]haveneverregrettedbeing
aGermanJew!”41

DespitetheinitialcontributionsmadebymanyoftheformerU-boats
to the immediatepostwarBerlin landscape and the successes theyhad
inreestablishingtheirlivelihoods,manyofthem,mostlikelyamajority,
endedupleavingGermanyoverthefollowingdecade.Asof1951,ofthe
approximately6,660membersoftheJewishcommunitystillresidingin
the city,more than6,000had applications to emigrateonfile.42Many
whodidstaywereolderandlackedfriendsor familyabroadwhocould
supportthem.TheexamplesofWeltlinger,Fabian,andothers,although
powerfultestamentstothepotentialforavibrantpostwarJewishlifein
thetwoGermanys,weretheminority;manyofthosewhoremainedin
EastandWestGermanyledquietlives.Someofthosewhoinitiallyre-
markedintheirOdFapplicationsthattheywantedtostayandworkto
rebuildGermanyeventuallyemigrated.43

Indeed,manyofthesurvivorshadnointerestinrebuildingGermany.
Whereasthehistoricalrecordasksusatthatpointintimetobegindiffer-
entiatingbetweenwhatwouldbecomeEastandWestGermanyin1949,
survivorsbothatthetimeandintestimonygivendecadeslatergenerally
donot.TheyspeakofGermanyandtheGermans.Whateverthegeopo-
liticalconsequencesofthedivisionofGermanyandtherespectivepaths
thatboththeFRGandtheGDRtooktocometogrips(ornot)withthe
Nazipast,survivorattemptstowrestlewiththedisasterthatbefellthem
between1933 and1945meant that their experienceswith the gentile
population in the late 1940s and early 1950swere stillwith “theGer-
mans,”notWestGermansorEastGermans.Ultimately,theexperiences
oftwelveyearsofNazismhadprovedtootraumaticandpainfulforthem
to ever consider staying in either West or East Germany; as the Cold
Warbegantogatherpace,evenbeforetheofficialdivisionofGermany,
theydepartedinthelate1940stotheUnitedStatesofAmerica,Great
Britain, Australia, and the newly created nation of Israel, among oth-
ers.BrunoG.,hiswifeRuth,andherfamilyleftafterafewyearsforthe
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UnitedStates.Inaninterviewgivenseveraldecadesafterthewar,Bruno
remarkedonhis intense“dislike”ofGermany;hehadnodesiretostay
inthenationthathadcausedsomuchdestructionandmisery.44 Initial
hopesamongJewsthatGermancriminalswouldpayfortheirtransgres-
sionsagainsthumanityand that theGermanpeoplewouldopenlyand
sincerelyacknowledgetheircrimesprovedbaseless.Theattitudeofmany
Jews inoccupiedGermanycanbe summarized in thewordsofa rabbi,
pronouncedintheearly1950satasermoninBerlin:“Acoupleofyears
agoaSocietyforChristianandJewishCooperationwasconstituted.Be-
tweenJewsandChristians inGermanytherewillneverbeaconversa-
tion;itwillalwaysremainamonologue.”45

Yetdespitesuchsentiments,thediverse,individualexperiencesofsub-
mergedlifeaffordedmanyoftheformerU-boatsdistinctperspectiveson
aneventnormallyconstructedinastrictbinaryofGerman(read:Nazi)
versusJew.HowevermuchthesurvivorsloathedtheNazis,howevermuch
theywereangryattheGermanswhomtheyoncehadconsideredfriends,
neighbors,andcountrymen,many,ifnotmost,oftheformerdiverscar-
riedwiththemaremarkablysubtleandnuancedapproachtotheGerman
people.Thesemen,women,andchildrenhadsurvivedtheHolocauston
civilianGermansoil.Theycertainlyhadmanytraumatic,indeedbrutal,
encounterswiththeNazisandtheirsupportersduringtheThirdReich’s
twelve-yearexistence.However, theyalsocouldnothavesurvivedhad
it not been for the selflessness and loyalty of the non-Jewish Germans
whohelpedthemsurvive.Thus,intestimoniesgivendecadeslater,for-
merU-boatsoftenattempttodifferentiatebetweenGermansandNazis.
Thisdistinctionplayedavitalroleintheconstructionoftheirpostwar
identities,identitiesthatoftensetthemapartfromcampsurvivorswho
generallyviewedtheGermanssolelyasperpetrators.EvenBrunoG.,an-
gryashewasattheGermanpeople,recognizedtheneedtodistinguish.
HeremarkedinhisinterviewthatatendencyexiststoputallGermans
inthesame“box,”andhewenttogreatlengthsinthesameinterviewto
stressthehelphereceivedfromnon-Jews.46

AsRuthW., another formerU-boat, poignantly remarked, the rela-
tionshipbetweenherandher formernationwas “adifficultconflict to
resolve.”Thedifficultyofthatconflictwasadirectresultoftheindividu-
alityofsurvivingandlivingsubmergedinBerlin:

Maybe because we were not in the concentration camp, where you saw
thesebestialities really in frontofyou, that itwasdifferentwithus.We
hadithangingoverus—maybeithappenstous—butwewerenotclose
toit,andthatalsomadeouroutlookmaybealittledifferentthatwedon’t
...thattheworstthinghappenedtoourfamiliesandso,butontheother
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handtherewerepeoplewhowereGermans,weredecent,notjustdecent,
terrificpeople,andsowecannotsayasmanydothehundred-percentha-
tredofeverybodythathasanythingtodowithGermany.47

Thenuancedattitudesofthecity’sformerdiversanddashers,theU-boats
wholivedsubmergedforthefinalthree,brutallydestructiveyearsofthe
ThirdReich,thedifferentpathstheytooktosecuretheirsurvival,and
theways theypursuedtheirpostwar livesareclearly reflectiveofadif-
ferent type of Holocaust experience. Approximately 1,700 individuals
survivedinhidinginthecapitalofNaziGermany.Thatfeataloneisa
testamenttotheirstrength.Thattheirexperiencesofsurvivalweresodi-
verse,however,indicateslevelsofagencyandindividualitynotnormally
attributed to Jewsduring theHolocaust,andyet theseplayedacrucial
roleinsurvivingsubmergedonthesurfaceinNaziBerlin.
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APPENDIX

TheDemographicsofSubmerginginNaziBerlin

Y•Z

InMarch1946,RudolfFrauenfeldpublishedanarticletitled“WirIlle-
galen”(“WeIllegals”)concerningthoseGermanJewswhohadsurvived
theHolocaustinhiding.1Frauenfeld’sarticleinaBerlinjournalreminded
readersthataconsiderablenumberofBerlin’s8,300Jewishsurvivorswere
U-boats. Indeed, approximately 1,700 men, women, and children who
survivedbyhiding inandaroundBerlincomprised20.5percentof the
surviving Berlin Jewish population, along with survivors of the camps
(22.9percent),thosewhohadan“Aryan”spouses(Mischehen),orthose
of Mischling (mixed-race) status (56.6 percent).2 Those in mixed mar-
riagesandthoseconsideredMischlingewerethreatenedbutwerenotgen-
erallydeported.

Fordecades, those scholarswhocommentedonU-boats rarelywent
beyondassertionsthatapproximately5,000BerlinJewstriedtohideand
thatperhaps1,400succeeded.3Morerecentestimatessuggestthatapprox-
imately1,700BerlinJewssurvivedinhiding,butthereismuchdiscussion
ofthetotalnumberwhomadetheattempt.4Estimatescontinuetorange
from5,000to7,000;thisbook,however,argues forafigureofapproxi-
mately6,500.5Itdoesthisbylookingatcurrenthistoricalestimatesofthe
percentageofBerlinJewswhosurvivedsubmerged(25−28percent)and
whenJewsdived.StudyingthenumberofJewswhosubmergedatpartic-
ularmoments(especiallyduringthenotoriousGroße Fabrik-Aktion—the
LargeFactoryOperation,orroundupofJewsstillatBerlinplantsatthe
endofFebruary1943)willshowthatestimatesof5,000BerlinJewswho
attemptedtofleetheirdeportationsisimprobablylow.Asecondcategory
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ofanalysisisthegenderandageoftheU-boats,includingtheprevalence
of family groups among them.Thedata from these twocategorieswill
bothconfirmandchallengeexistingassumptions,suggestingnewavenues
forexploringwhenandwhypeoplehid.Theywillalsohelpincorporate
thehistoryofhidinginBerlinintoHolocausthistoryandbringthetale
outoftheatticsandcellarsintothelightofhistoricalscrutiny.Theywill
provideanempiricalframeworkfortheincorporationofmyriadindivid-
ualcase studies,publishedmemoirs,andanecdotalevidence intoaco-
herentnarrative,andtheyhighlightpatternsofbehavioramongBerlin’s
U-boats.

Thefindingsinthisappendixdrawonbiographicaldatapertainingto
1,074formerU-boats,about63percentofallthesurvivorswhosubmerged
inBerlin.Thedataondatesofsubmergingarebasedonthetestimonies
of425ofthosesameindividuals,25percentofsurvivingU-boats.6Any
personswhosubmergedinthecityinordertoevadedeportationorforced
laborduetotheirNazi-designatedracialstatusareincludedasU-boats.7
InBerlin, thevastmajorityofU-boatswereVolljuden (full Jews)under
the1935NurembergLaws(whetherornottheyidentifiedreligiouslyas
Jewish).Itwasmainlyduring1944thatsomeJewsofpreviouslyprotected
status submerged, primarily divorced andwidowed spouses ofnon-Jews
orMischlingeslatedforworkinthebrutalforcedlabordetachments.The
studyreliesonfourmainsourcesofsurvivortestimony:postwaraidap-
plications inBerlintotheMainCommittee fortheVictimsofFascism
(OdF)preservedattheLandesarchivBerlin(LAB)orattheCentrumJu-
daicumArchivattheStiftungNeueSynagogeBerlin (CJA);unpublished
writtenaccountscollectedbyhistoriansfortheproject“RescueofJews
inNationalSocialistGermany,1933−1945,”nowheldbytheZentrum
fürAntisemitismusforschung(ZfA)atBerlin’sTechnischeUniversität;8
interviewsconductedbytheFortunoffVideoArchiveforHolocaustTes-
timoniesatYaleUniversity;andpublishedmemoirs.

“Submerging in Berlin”—A Clarifi cation in Terminology

Although the individuals in this study submerged in Berlin, not all
U-boatsspenttheentiretyofthewarthere.Suspiciousneighbors,pursuit
bytheGestapo,andfrequentairraidsnecessitatedperiodicmovement:
theseare thethreeexplanations survivorsoftengive for theirmobility.
Theprecariousnessof submerged lifemotivatedmanyU-boats to leave
thecity,insomeinstancesfortheentireremainderofthewar.Anum-
berofU-boatssplittheirtimebetweenBerlinandotherplaces.Mobility
offeredanumberofadvantages.First,therewasalwaysariskofrunning
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intoahostileacquaintanceinBerlin,notleastbecauseinsummer1943
the Berlin Gestapo expanded the Jüdischer Fahndungsdienst (Jewish
SearchService).Thisorganizationcoerced formerU-boats intoservice
becausetheycouldspotJewsinthecitymorereadilythanmostGermans
andknewbetterwhereothersmighthideor gather.Their betrayal re-
sultedinthearrestanddeportationofhundredsofsubmergedJews.9From
March1943,airraidsbegantoposeagreaterthreat.10YetevenwhenJews
leftBerlin,thecitystillfunctionedasabase,aknownentitythatoffered
anumberofadvantagestoitsformerresidents.

The intermittence of some U-boats’ presence complicates definitive
claimsonhowmanysurvived“inthecity.”Survivorswhoregisteredin
Berlinafter thewardid sobecause ithadbeentheirhomebefore they
submerged,notnecessarilybecausetheyhadspentthewarthere.Ofthe
425 testimonies compiled for this study,92 (or22percent) specifically
reference leaving thecity.Theactualpercentage is likelyhigher.Most
individualswholeftBerlindidnotspendtheentiretyofthewaroutside
thecity.And,ofthosewhodid,manystayednearby,intownsandvillages
suchasRangsdorf,Barnim,Bernau,Stahnsdorf,andStrausberg,all less
than forty miles away. Indeed, it is not uncommon to find testimonies
suchasthatofFelixZ.,whospentthemajorityofhistimehidingoutside
BerlinbutwhogivesBerlinaddressesforfourteenofhisfifteenhelpers.11

Ultimately,individualswhosurvivedoutsideBerlinshouldstillbein-
cluded in data on submerging in the city. While they might not have
spentmuchofthewarthere,andwhileafewdaringonesevenmanaged
to escapeGermany entirely,Berlin cannotbediscounted as the initial
seatoftheirsurvival.Theseindividualsmadethedecisiontodivewhile
livinginthecapital.Berlinwaswheretheyfirstheardthehorrificstories
tricklinginfromtheeast.Berlinwaswheretheywitnessedthedeporta-
tions.Berlinwaswheretheyhadlived,worked,andsuffered.Theirexpe-
riencesinthecitypromptedtheirdecisiontodive,andBerlincouldeven
exertamagneticpullonthosewholeft foratime: itsanonymitylured
someback,itsuppliedotherswithrationcards,anditprovidedafamiliar
basefromwhichtospreadout.

How Many Jews Attempted to Dive in Berlin?

Writing fromexile inSweden,whitherheescaped inNovember1943,
the formerU-boatKurtLindenbergestimatedthat inMarch1943per-
haps 7,000 Jews had been hiding in the city.12 Most estimates put the
figurecloserto5,000.13AssumingthatthecorrectnumberofJewswho
survivedisapproximately1,700,thenatotalof5,000hiddenJewswould
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indicateasurvivalrateof34percent,afiguremarkedlyatoddswithother
estimates(amajority)thatlocatethatratebetween25and28percent.
Moreover, if 4,700 Jews submerged in the days surrounding the Große 
Fabrik-Aktion,then94percentofU-boatswouldhavehadtofleeduring
thistime.Thispercentageseemsimprobablyhigh.First,itdoesnotac-
countforJewswhosubmergedlater,includingMischlingeslatedforforced
laborunderOrganisationTodtin1944andthe205Jewswhofledduring
aJanuary1944roundupdirectedatthosenolongerlivinginaprotected
mixedmarriage.14Second,ifonly6percentofJewssubmergedbeforeor
aftertheAktion, thiswouldaccountneither forthemarkedincrease in
thenumberofJewsdivingduringthelasttwoquartersof1942norforthe
spreadofrumorstothateffect.15Third,itisunlikelythatasmallnumber
ofJewsattemptingtosubmergebeforeFebruary1943wouldhavesufficed
toprompttheGestapotoalteritsarrestanddeportationtacticstopre-
ventJewsfromfleeing;theprevalenceofsuch“disappearances”playeda
centralroleintheGestapo’sdecisioninthefallof1942tostopnotifying
Jewsinadvanceofthedateoftheirdeportation.16

Anestimateof6,500U-boatsismostlikely.If4,700Jewssubmergedin
lateFebruary1943,thenthatwouldleave 1,800hiddenindividualstoac-
countfor.RecordsfromSeptember1943throughFebruary1945list273
Jewswhofled.17DataonJewswhofledbetweenAprilandAugust1943
are lacking, but it is not unreasonable to assume that at least another
hundredorsofledduringthistime.Thiswouldleaveapproximately1,400
orsoindividualswhowouldhavefledintheeighteenmonthsbetween
thefirstdeportationsinOctober1941andtheendofFebruary1943.Un-
fortunately,westillhavenowaytodeterminethenumberofindividuals
whosubmergedandthenumberarrestedbeforethesummerof1943.Yet
1,400fleeingbetweenOctober1941andtheGrosse Fabrik-Aktionatthe
endofFebruary1943iscertainlyhighenoughtohavecaughtthenotice
oftheGestapo.ItisalsolargeenoughthattalesofJewssubmergingwould
havespreadamongapopulationstilllivingabovegroundandthatatthe
endofDecember1942 remainedalmost33,000 strong.18 It is therefore
clearthatanestimateof5,000Jewsistoolow,especiallywhenonefac-
torsinthe4,700JewswhofledduringtheAktion.Andyetinordertoget
closertothenumberofBerlinJewswhodived,itisnecessarytoanalyze
whenthoseJewswhomanagedtosurvivehadgoneintohiding.

When Did the U-boat Survivors Originally Submerge?

Theprevalenceofsubmerging,thespecificfactorspromptingindividuals
tosubmerge,andvariationsintheprocessreflectedthechangingdemo-
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graphicsofthecity’sJewishpopulationandthefurtherradicalizationof
NationalSocialistantisemiticpolicy,asdiscussedinchapter1.FigureA.1
representsayearlyandquarterlybreakdownofsubmergingduringthese
sixteenmonths.19Thefirstyearofthedeportationswascharacterizedby
lowratesofsubmerging,despitetransportsinautumn1941routinelycar-
rying1,000individuals.20Ofthe25percentofsurvivorsinthisstudywho
mentionwhentheysubmerged,only3percentdidsoin1941, followed
byperhaps15percentorsoduringthefirstthreequartersof1942,even
astheNazisdeportedapproximately36percentofthecity’sJewishpop-
ulation.21Thenumbers,however,escalateddramaticallyduringthelast
quarterof1942andthefirstquarterof1943,whensomewhatmorethan
two-thirdsofallsuccessfulU-boatsinthisstudy’ssamplesubmerged.Be-
ginningintheautumnof1942,thenumberofpeoplesubmerginginthe
citygrewnoticeably.Duringthefourthquarterofthatyear,24percentof
thisstudy’ssampleofU-boatsurvivorssubmerged,withanadditional45
percentsubmerginginthefirstquarterof1943.Thenationwideroundup
begunon27February1943signifiedtheendtolegallifeforallbutafew
thousandBerlinJewsinmixedmarriagesorthoseconsideredMischlinge;it
promptedthecity’ssinglelargestepisodeofsubmerging.22Thisoperation
lastedseveraldays,althoughmostarrestsoccurredduringthefirsttwo.23
Overthecourseofthatweek,approximately4,700BerlinJewsfled.24In
otherwords,roughly43percentoftheremainingJewishworkersfledthe
deportationswiththeir familiesduringthistime,thusevadingarrest, if
onlyforashortwhile.25

Figure A.1. DateofSubmerging.
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Thisdramaticandtragiceventhasimplicationsforouroveralldataon
thecity’sdivers.Basedontestimoniesaccountingforone-quarterofsur-
vivors,14percentof thesehadfledduringtheoperation,althoughthat
percentagemaybeashighas20becausesomesurvivorsinthisstudydo
notlisttheexactdateonwhichtheysubmergedin1943.26Themidpoint
ofthisrangesuggestsa17percentsurvivalrate.Therefore,around800of
thesurvivingU-boatssubmergedduringtheoperation.Theother900sur-
vivorswhosubmergeddidsoeitherbeforeoraftertheevent.Thesurvival
rateof thisgroupclearlywasmuchhigher.27Peoplewhomadeplans to
submergewereoftenbetterequippedtohandlethedeprivationsofasub-
mergedlife,andanaveragesurvivalestimateof50percentforthosewho
submergedbeforeoraftertheoperationreflectstheattendantadvantages.
Ifa50percentsurvivalrate—900ofthese1,800U-boatssurvived—still
mightstrikesomeashigh,thatratewouldbelowerwerethenumberof
Jewswhofled6,700or7,000(perKurtLindenberg’sestimate).Conversely,
if thenumberofU-boatswho submergedat timesother than theoper-
ation were lower, the survival rate for that group would be improbably
high. Thus, a balanced estimate of the number of U-boats is necessary,
and6,500 seemsquiteplausible.Thediscrepancybetween the two sur-
vivalratesistelling.NomorethanoneinfiveJewswhofledduringthe
Aktionsurvivedtheentirewarsubmerged,becausemanyofthosewhofled
werenotprepared,leavingthemmoreexposed.Thosewhoplannedtheir
flightwerebetterprepared,thusindicatingagreaterchanceatsuccess.Ul-
timately,however,despitethediscrepancyinthesetworates,theoverall
rateofsuccessinthisscenarioof6,500individualswhofledis26percent
(1,700survivors),asurvivalratethattallieswithcurrentestimates.

Arrest Numbers

Inthewakeoftheoperation,theauthoritiesdeported8,658Jews from
Berlin.28 Around 1,100 of those had attempted to submerge, and this
groupcomprisedasignificantnumberofthosedeportedonthe36.Ost-
transport(whichleftBerlinforAuschwitzon12March1943)andthe4. 
große Alterstransport(whichleftforTheresienstadton17March).29Four
earliertransportsthatleftthecityonfourconsecutivedaysbeginningon
1March1943likelyalsocarriedsomeU-boats,whoseattemptstodive
hadlastedonlyafewdaysorevenhours.Twosmallerdeportationsfrom
thecapitaltookplaceon19Apriland17May;30beginninginApril,the
deportationnumbersdecreased,althoughbetweenoneandfivetransports
ofvaryingsizecontinuedtoleavethecityeachmonth.Theauthorities
wereseekingtodeportfromtheAltreichbytheendofJune1943allfull
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Jewsnotlivinginmixedmarriages.Theyalsohopedtodeportthatfall
all Jews from countries alliedwithor notatwarwithGermany. Inall,
duringthefinaltwoyearsofthedeportations(approximatelyMarch1943
toMarch1945),alltransportsprobablycarriedsomeJewswhohadpre-
viouslybeenlivingsubmergedinthecity,31buttheirnumberdecreased
sharplyasarrestsdeclined.

ThedeclineinarrestsofsubmergedJewsreflectsmorethanjustade-
creaseinabsolutenumbers.Tobesure,withatleast4,000fewerU-boats
inthecityin1944(asaresultofarrests,deaths,andflight),theremainder
becamemorechallengingtouncover.Anarrestof4,000U-boatsin1943
wouldrepresenta62percentdecrease inthehiddenpopulation. If the
authoritiesmanagedtoarrestasimilarpercentageofsubmergedJewsin
1944,thatwouldhavereducedthesurvivingpopulationinhidingto950
by1945,butmore than1,700werehidingat thatpoint.This strongly
suggests,asthisbookargues,thatBerlin’sremainingillegalJewsbecame
betteratevadingarrest.Anunknownnumberof Jewshad left thecity
overthecourseof1943and1944forsaferenvirons.However,eventhat
confirmsthisbook’sargumentthattheU-boatslearnedtoemployavari-
etyofstrategiestosecureameasureofsafety.Indeed,manysurvivorsseem
unawarethatinexplaininghowtheysurvived,theyalsowereexplaining
howtheylearnedtosurvive.

Gender, Age, and Family Status of Berlin’s Divers

Genderandageinfluencednotonlychancesofsurvivalbutalsothede-
cisionitself.32Thedataongenderandageinthisbookarecompiledfrom
listsofsurvivors,notfromallindividualswhoattemptedtodive.Theydo

Figure A.2. NumberofJewsDeportedfromBerlin,March–December1943.
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notpermit,therefore,definitiveclaimsaboutthegenderandageofthose
whoattemptedtofleedeportation.However,thedatasetislargeenough
tosuggestthatage,gender,andtheirintersectionhadacrucialimpacton
survival.33AmongBerlin’sU-boatswhosurvived,58percentwerewomen
and42percentweremen.Accordingtothe1939censusofBerlinJews,34
57.5percentofJewswerefemale,and42.5percentweremale.35Thisis
arathersurprisingcorrespondenceandsuggeststwopossiblehypotheses.
First,womenandmendivedandsurvivedatratesequaltotheirpercent-
ageofthe1939Jewishpopulation.36Despitethedifficultiesfacingthem,
maleU-boatswereabletoadaptsuccessfully.Thishypothesisrejectsgen-
derashavinghadanysignificantimpactonsurvival,anditcontradicts
bothhistoricalliteratureandsurvivoraccountsfromtheperiod.Thesec-
ondhypothesisisthatproportionatelymorementhanwomenwentinto
hidingbutthatmoremenwerearrested.Basedonrecentresearchinthe
field and this book’s own findings, the second of these two hypotheses
seemsmorelikely.

Currentresearchstronglysuggeststhat,relativetotheirpercentagein
the population, fewer women made the decision to submerge than did
men. What remains unclear, however, is whether fewer women actu-
allymadethedecisiontodiveorwhether—duetoavarietyoffactors—
they chose to dive at the last minute, thereby lessening their chances
for survival. In an ongoing study of attempts to hide in Germany, the
Berlin-basedGedenkstätte Deutscher Widerstandestimatesthat55percent
of theU-boatswerewomen.37Althoughstillaccounting formorethan
half of all U-boats, this figure is slightly less than the overall percent-
ageoffemalesamongBerlin’sJewishpopulation.Inpart,thisdiscrepancy
mightbeexplainedbythefactthatwomenwithchildrenwerehesitant
tosubmergeand,thus,thatspur-of-the-momentflightstendedtobeun-
dertakenbyyoungerand singlewomen.Yetevenmanyof these single
womenfacedthedifficultchoiceofstayingwiththeirfamiliesorfleeing38
As for the mothers, even when these managed to find places for their
childrentohide,thethoughtofseparation,aswellasthethoughtofleav-
ingbehindtheirprecariousbutstilllegalexistence,preventedmanyfrom
submerginguntilthelastminute—orevenatall.39

Those women who decided to submerge enjoyed two relative ad-
vantages. First,men,particularly youngermen,were expected tobe in
uniform. Without credible false papers or a sound alibi, they attracted
attention.40Second,womencouldhopetofindpaidemploymentinpri-
vatehouseholds—outsidethepurviewoftheLaborOfficeandotherpry-
ingeyes.41Ifmenworkedatall,theylaboredinmanualtrades,factories,
orbusinesses,areassubjecttogovernmentregulation;at theirplacesof
work,theyhadcontactwithotherpeople,increasingthechancesforde-
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nunciation.Thesemenhadtorelyonforgedpapersorthegoodwillof
employers(seechapter3).42

When age is factored in, a more nuanced picture emerges. Years of
emigrationby younger Jewshad taken their toll.43 In the1939 census,
morethanhalfoftheJewishpopulationwasovertheageoffifty,com-
paredtoonly24percentofsurvivorswhosubmerged(figuresA.3,A.4).44
The average U-boat survivor was younger than the average age of the
1939population,althoughtheywerestillabitolderthanonemightex-
pect(thirty-sevenyearsforwomenandthirty-nineformen)andcertainly
olderthanmostcampsurvivors,whotendedtobeintheirteens,twen-
ties,orthirties.45Nearlyhalfofmalesurvivorsandalittlemorethanhalf
offemalesurvivorsinthisstudywerebetweentheagesofthirtyandfor-
ty-nine.Individualsbetweentheagesoftenandtwenty-ninecomprised
23percentofthoseindividualswhosurvived,incontrastto14percent
oftheoverallJewishcommunityin1939.Thoseindividualstenyearsold
oryoungercomprised4percentofsurvivorswhodived,roughlyequalto
theirshareoftheJewishcommunityin1939.46

Jewsfiftyyearsofageandolderstillaccountforalmostone-quarterof
allU-boatswhosurvived,indicatingthatagewasnotaninsurmountable
barrier.Indeed,oldermenappeartohavebenefittedfromtheirage,with
27 percent of male survivors over the age of fifty versus 21 percent of
femalesurvivors.Thehigherratesofsurvivalamongthesemenmightre-
sultfromthecircumstancethatoldermennotinuniformwerelesslikely
toarousesuspicionthanwereyoungermen.

Figure A.3. AgeandGenderDistributionofBerlin’sJewishPopulationin1939(by
percent).
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Jewsbetweentheagesoftenandthirtyaresomewhatoverrepresented
amongsurvivors,suggestingthatyoungerJewslikelywerebetterableto
takethenecessaryriskstoensuresurvival.Inparticular,whenonecon-
siders the sometimes recklessbehaviorofyouth(as recounted in survi-
vortestimony),theirsurvivalrateisratherhigh.47Oneshouldnotethat
thegendercompositionofindividuals inthisagegroupisnearlyequal,
withroughlyone-quarterofmaleandfemalesurvivorsfallingintoit.The
predominanceofsurvivorsintheirthirtiesandfortiesmightsuggestthat
middle-agedJewswerebestequippedtohandlechallenges.These indi-
viduals were young enough for the physical exigencies but old enough
(particularly, in the case of men) to avoid suspicion. They were more
likelytohavehelpfulconnectionswithgentilesfromthepre-Naziyears.
Intellectualandemotionalmaturitymightalsohaveaidedtheminbetter
calculatingrisks.

Althoughthedataongenderandagearesuggestive,howaccuratelydo
theyreflectthecompositionofthepopulationofJewswhoattemptedto
survivesubmerged?Currentevidencestronglysuggeststhatmorewomen
thanmendived,eveniftheydidsoataratemoremodestthantheirshare
ofthepopulation.Asforage,theaverageU-boat survivorwasinhisor
herlatethirties.AlthoughresearchsuggeststhatyoungerJewsandJews
overtheageoffiftysubmergedinlargernumbers,youths’lackofconnec-
tionscoupledwiththeirrecklessnessandtheinabilityofmucholderJews
tohandlethephysicalandemotionalchallengesoflifeontherunmight

Figure A.4. AgeDistributionofMenandWomeninHidingWhoSurvived
(bypercent).
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haveresultedinalargernumberofarrestsordeaths.48Survivorsimplicitly
andexplicitlyreferencegenderandageintheirdiscussionsofsubmerg-
ing,indicatingthattheydidindeedhaveaformativeimpact.

Asignificantnumberofsurvivorsalsofledwithfamilymembers(table
A.1).This study interprets the ideaof “family” to include spouses and
fiancés/fiancées, siblings, children, cousins, and other blood relations.
ContrarytotheexampleofAnneFrank,familiesseldomifeverstayedin
oneplacetogetherduetothedifficultiesoffindingshelterlargeenough
toaccommodatethem.49Evenwhenfamiliesdidso,itwasalmostnever
forthedurationofthewar.Althoughfamilymembersoftensubmerged
together,mostdidnotlivetogether.

Table A.1. SizeofFamilyGroupsWhoSubmergedTogetherandSurvived.

2People 3People 4People 5People
6People
ormore

Numberof
Groups 113 38 14 1 2

Percentageof
theWhole 67% 23% 8% 1% 1%

Note:Thefigureisbasedon1,074individuals.

Inthisstudy’ssamplingofsurvivors,42percentsubmergedwithfamily,
althoughamajorityofthesefamilyunitsconsistedoftwopeople;generally,
theywere spouses, although siblings andcousins alsohid together.The
preponderance of small units reflects the challenges facing large groups
seeking to shelter together.Many familieshesitated to submergedue to
theirunwillingnesstosplitupandtheirinabilitytofindpeoplewhocould
helpthemall.50However,becausetheU-boatsoftenhadtosplitup,family
sizehadlittleimpactonwhetherornotonewascaught.Rather,thevery
small number of large families that survived submerged likely indicates
howfewdecidedtosubmergeinthefirstplace.Alsoofnoteisthatthe
genderbreakdownofthesefamilygroupscorrespondstotheoverallgender
composition of the city’s divers. This suggests that whatever emotional
benefitsmighthavecomewithsubmergingwithone’sfamily,theability
ofthefamilytomitigatethegendereddifficultiesofhidinginBerlinwas
minimal.Notsurprisingly,youngchildrenandadolescentsbenefittedfrom
fleeingwiththeirfamily:childrenagedfourteenyearsoryoungermakeup
approximately13percentoffamilygroupsthatsubmerged,whereasthey
compriseapproximately3percentofpeoplesurvivingwithoutfamily.
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Conclusion

In recent years, scholars have revised to 1,700 their estimates of the
number of Berlin U-boats who survived; this book has argued that by
balancing what scholars know about arrest and deportation rates with
whatweknowaboutwhosurvived,wecanreviseto6,500thenumber
of people who submerged. This revised figure suggests an even greater
levelofresistancetodeportationbyJewsandtheirhelpers’thanhaspre-
viouslybeenassumed.Indeed,theactofsubmergingshouldbecontex-
tualized,foroverallsurvivalratesarecontingentonwhenpeoplechose
todiveandwhatpreparationstheymade.Thus,Jewswhofledbeforeor
aftertheGroße Fabrik-Aktionhadasignificantlyhigherrateofsurvival.
Submergence therefore increased over time and depended on an array
ofvariables,includingrumorsfromtheeast,employmentstatusandthe
effectivenessoftheReklamation,andtheanticipatedeffectsofsubmerg-
ingonfamilymembers(seechapter1).In1943,theNazisarrestedthe
majorityofBerlin’sU-boatpopulation.Yet in1944, theauthorities ar-
restedsuchamodestnumberofU-boatsthatthenumberasashareofthe
remainingU-boatpopulationfellprecipitously.Thesourcessuggestthat
theU-boats learnedhowtohidebetter.Theybuiltuponpreviousmis-
takesandbecameremarkablymoreadeptatnavigatingthecity,aprocess
nodoubtmorefeasibleformanyofthembecauseBerlinwashome.

Thedifficultiesassociatedwithdiscussinggenderandagestemlargely
fromthefactthatthedataarebasedonlyonthosewhosurvivedandnot
onthosewhowentintohiding.Thisstudy’sdatasetappearstoconfirm
whatscholarscurrentlyunderstandaboutBerlin’sJewishcommunityon
theeveofdeportationandthegenderoftheU-boats:morewomenthan
men survived, even if it appears that women went into hiding in pro-
portionallylowernumbersthanmendid. Ifwefactorinage,however,a
morenuancedpicturedevelops.Menoverfiftysurvivedinhigherrates
thandidwomeninthesameagecategory.Interestingly,malesbetween
theagesof tenandthirtysurvivedat ratesequal tothoseof females,a
figurethatcallsintoquestionassumptionsabouttheproblemsfacingJew-
ishyoungmenhiding.Theexplanationforthisrelativesuccessremains
elusive.Nordothedataonfamiliesshedmuchlightonthetopic.The
genderedsurvivalratesoffamiliesarenearlyequaltothoseofmenand
womenwhohidalone,suggestingthatthefamilytiesdidlittletochange
thegenderedbalanceinhiding.

Research on hiding largely remains locale-specific. Most of the lit-
erature on Germany examines either individual case studies, specific
facetsofhiding,orhiding inparticular localities.51Thedatapresented
hererelatetoBerlin;theactofsubmergingandthemethodsofevading
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captureremainedcontingentonthecityitself.Yetshouldthehistoryof
hidingduringtheHolocaustremainsolocalized?Certainly,thedatain
thisarticlespeaktoBerlinandnottoParis,Warsaw,orPrague.Butwhat
might theparticulardemographicsofhiding in thesecities, if analyzed
inconjunctionwithoneanother, sayabouthiding throughoutEurope,
thepeculiaritiesofregionalNationalSocialistantisemiticpolicy,andthe
myriadhistoriesofhidingastheyfitwithinthebroaderframeworkofthe
historyoftheHolocaust?
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52/28;YVA0.8/14,“MonatlicheEntwicklungderjüdischenBevölkerunginBerlin,
1941−1943.Thedocumentsmayalsobefoundathttp://www.statistik-des-holocaust
.de/stat_ger.html(accessed4January2017).

29. Jah,Deportation,520.
30. GottwaldtandSchulle,Die “Judendeportationen,”419−20.
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